BUS PASS SCHEME FOR NON ENTITLED STUDENTS 
(Formerly known as Concessionary Seats)

2011-12 GUIDANCE NOTES

1. Introduction

The County Council has for a number of years provided a concessionary bus pass scheme for students who do not qualify for free home to school transport. The scheme allows for non entitled students to purchase a bus pass for travel on one of the County Council's contracted home to school transport services where there is spare capacity available. However, the demand for these concessionary seats has increased and over recent years the County Council has not always been able to provide a pass to all students who have applied. 

The County Council has therefore amended the way in which this scheme operates and has reviewed the charges that apply to concessionary passes. It is intended to introduce these changes for the new academic year starting in September 2011, however in order to be guaranteed a bus pass, parents/carers will need to formally apply by 27th May 2011. 

2. How the scheme works

This scheme replaces the Concessionary and 16+ Travel Schemes that are in place at present and is open to all students up to the age of 19 who would not qualify for free or subsidised transport under the County Council’s existing Home to School Transport Policy or Post 16 Policy. This is a discretionary scheme and provides transport at cost, which would in most cases represents value for money when compared to existing public transport. This scheme is separate to the Council’s Post 16 Transport Policy.  

Under the new scheme, the County Council will guarantee a seat on one of our contracted services for a student where an application is received on or before the 27th May 2011. Any applications received after that time cannot be guaranteed a seat and will be subject to availability which will be considered once all statutory students have been dealt with.  This will usually be after the first two weeks of the start of the academic year.  The cost of passes issued to late applicants will be pro rata to a full year, based upon the date when the application is received from parents/carers and subsequently processed. These passes will be valid only from receipt of the pass/notification by the parent/carer.

When submitting an application form, parents/carers will be committing to purchasing a seat for the full 2011/12 academic year at a cost of £600. As the County Council will be procuring transport based on the demand of statutory and non statutory students, for the full academic year or longer, then unfortunately discounts will not be available if transport is used for only part of the year. Only in circumstances where the family moves home and transport is no longer required will consideration be given to refunding the remaining full school terms of transport costs. 

There are 2 ways in which payment can be made. The first is in full, 4 weeks prior to the start of the autumn term (Sept 11) by debit/credit card. The second is termly at £100 per term (dates below) which should be paid 4 weeks in advance of the start of the first term, and then 2 weeks in advance for every other term, again by debit/credit card. In applying for transport parents will be committed to paying the full £600 for the academic year whether transport is used or not for the full year. If you are unable to pay by credit/debit card please ring 01604 364388 to discuss other options.  

This scheme is only available on County Council contracted home to school transport. Students will be expected to make their way to the nearest scheduled boarding point along which the contracted service operates. Transport will not be diverted to accommodate non statutory entitled students.

For Special Educational Needs students only, transport may be diverted to accommodate their needs.   However, it should be noted that SEN students must be able to board and alight the vehicle themselves, not require any specialist equipment and not need an escort if accessing Mainstream Education Transport.
The term dates for 2011-12 are:

	Term 1
	Term 2
	Term 3
	Term 4
	Term 5
	Term 6

	Tue 6 Sep
	Tue 1 Nov
	Wed 4 Jan
	Mon 20 Feb
	Tue 17 Apr
	Mon 11 Jun

	TO
	TO
	TO
	TO
	TO
	TO

	Fri 21 Oct
	Fri 16 Dec
	Fri 10 Feb
	Fri 30 Mar
	Fri 1 Jun
	Fri 20 Jul


There will be 5 other school closure days.  Schools will inform parents and students of these dates.   
Please visit our website for the full transport policy at www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/H - Home to School Travel. You will also find the application form and Code of Conduct on this website.

Should you require a replacement pass a charge of £10 will be made.  For general enquiries regarding Mainstream Home to School Transport please contact us at ITMUHometoSchoolTran@northamptonshire.gov.uk for Mainstream students or

ITMUSENTransportPlanning@northamptonshire.gov.uk for Special Educational Needs students.

If school transport does not run because of circumstances beyond our control, i.e. inclement weather, Breakdown of vehicle, etc., no compensation will be considered.

Do you wish to apply for Free School Meals? - To apply for Free School Meals please visit their website at www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/F - Free school meals.
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