TRAVEL SCHEME FOR POST 16 STUDENTS
2011-12 GUIDANCE NOTES
1.     INTRODUCTION
       The principles in which the policy is founded remain broadly the same as
       in previous years and are set out below, but now include the requirement
       for students to make a contribution towards their transport costs: 

The arrangements under this policy are that all students who are entitled
       to support contribute £600 per annum towards the costs of their transport.

       Where a student also qualifies under grounds of low income then the 

       contribution by the student will be 50% (£300 per annum). This charging

       structure will apply to all students whether attending NCC mainstream or

       specialist post 16 education provision, independent schools or colleges
       and other suitable training establishments. 

2.     HOW THE SCHEME WORKS       

        Under the new scheme, the County Council will guarantee a seat on one
       of our contracted services for a student where an application is received
       on or before the 27th May 2011. Any applications received after that time
       cannot be guaranteed a seat.

       When submitting an application form, parents/carers will be committing to
       purchasing a seat for the full 2011/12 academic year at a cost of £600. As
       the County Council will be procuring transport based on the demand of
       statutory and non statutory students, for the full academic year or longer,
       then unfortunately discounts will not be available if transport is used for 
       only part of the year. Only in circumstances where the family moves
       home and transport is no longer required will consideration be given to
       refunding the remaining full school terms of transport costs. 

       There are 2 ways in which payment can be made. The first is in full, 4
       weeks prior to the start of the autumn term (Sept 11) by debit/credit card. 
       The second is termly at £100 per term (dates below) which should be
       paid 2 weeks in advance of the start of each term again by debit/credit
       card. In applying for transport parents will be committed to paying the full
       £600 for the academic year whether transport is used or not for the full 
       year.   If you are unable to pay by credit/debit card please ring 01604 
       364388 to discuss other options.  
The term dates for 2011-12 are:

	Term 1
	Term 2
	Term 3
	Term 4
	Term 5
	Term 6

	Tue 6 Sep
	Tue 1 Nov
	Wed 4 Jan
	Mon 20 Feb
	Tue 17 Apr
	Mon 11 Jun

	TO
	TO
	TO
	TO
	TO
	TO

	Fri 21 Oct
	Fri 16 Dec
	Fri 10 Feb
	Fri 30 Mar
	Fri 1 Jun
	Fri 20 Jul


There will be 5 other school closure days.  Schools will inform parents and students of these dates.
Applicants who fail to make payments or subsequently abuse the travel facilities may lose their entitlement to travel. In these circumstances Northamptonshire County Council will have the right to recover any costs it has incurred as a result of abuse. Acceptance of the pass indicates that you accept the Condition of Use, printed on the back of the bus pass, and that any abuse of the Conditions could render the pass invalid and no refund will be given.

Parents/Carers and pass holders are required to read the Code of Conduct for Pupils which can be found on our website www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/H - Home to School Travel. Misuse of the bus pass or misbehaviour on school transport may result in the pass being withdrawn and no refund will be given.  

3.     ELIGIBILITY



        The scheme is for students who:

i) are over 16 years of age before 1st September 2011, but

ii) under 19 years of age before 1st September 2011

iii) live more than 3 miles walking distance from their designated or

nearest school, college or training establishment and

iv) attending on a full time basis (12 hours or more per week)
STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

Learning Difficulties and/or Disabilities and Emotional and Behavioural  Disorders 

i. 
reside within the administrative boundary of Northamptonshire; 

ii. 
have or did have an SEN Statement at age 16 and/or who are
formally assessed with a learning difficulty under Section 139a or 140 of the Learning and Skills Act 2000 

or

have emotional, behavioural and/or learning difficulties and/or
disabilities, medical conditions, based on criteria agreed with the Further Education Colleges, to ensure priority for students with the greatest need to access specialist educational provision 

iii. 
reside more than 3 miles from their nearest suitable educational

 
establishment or training provider (this criterion will be waived in
 
exceptional circumstances); 

iv. 
attending their nearest suitable school, college or training provider 

Where a student qualifies on the grounds of low income then the
contribution by the student will be 50% (£300 per annum). This
charging structure will apply to all students whether attending NCC
mainstream or special educational post 16 provision, independent 
schools or colleges and other suitable training establishments.
STUDENTS WHO QUALIFY FOR 50% FINANCIAL SUPPORT 

Students whose parents are receiving any of the following benefits will receive 50% financial support:

i)     Income Support

ii)    Income Based Jobseeker’s Allowance


iii)   support under Part VI of the Immigration & Asylum Act 1999

iv)   Child Tax Credit, provided they are not entitled to Working Tax
       Credit  and have an annual income, as assessed by the Inland
       Revenue, that does not exceed £16,190

v)    guaranteed element of state pension credit

           vi)   entitled to free school meals


vii)  families in receipt of the maximum level of Working Tax Credit will
also be entitled to 50% financial support. (Recipients of the maximum level of Working Tax Credit will NOT have a ‘reduction’ due to their income as part of their Working Tax Credit elements i.e. £0.00 will be recorded).

viii) Employment and Support Allowance (Income-Related)

Current and original documentary evidence must be provided in all cases and should accompany the application form.  These documents will then be returned. The regulations stipulate that the parents/carers of children receiving 50% financial support are obliged to inform this office immediately if their benefits change or cease.
4.       TRANSPORT ARRANGEMENTS

Northamptonshire County Council will offer transport (at the beginning and end of the normal school day) to students attending their nearest school, college or training establishment. Those students from families who qualify for 50% financial support, in accordance with the Post 16 Policy, will continue to be issued with a pass from this office, on agreement to and receipt of payment for 50% of the cost of the pass for the whole of the academic year. The cost of the pass will vary due to the number of different public transport providers operating throughout the county and the individual journey requirements of the student.              

 

        
You will be expected to produce a valid pass or authorisation for every
         
journey. 
Travel claims may be applied for where there is no available
        
transport for entitled students.  We will advise you if your request has
        
been agreed and send the appropriate paperwork to you.  Please note
        
that if there is a contract in place to a school/establishment, a travel
claim will only be considered in exceptional circumstances. The claim will be for 2 journey’s from and to the establishment in the morning and 2 journey’s from and to the establishment in the afternoon unless otherwise agreed. 
        
Replacement bus passes, if applicable, will be charged at £15 
           each for Northamptonshire County Council contracted transport.

Other service providers replacement pass costs may differ.

5.      
OTHER TRANSPORT PROVISION 

Where public/school transport is not available, or the student is unable to use  public/school transport due to a learning difficulty or disability, emotional and/or behavioural difficulty, then it may be necessary to provide a taxi to accommodate a student’s journey to and from school or college. In such cases the student will be expected to pay the first £600 towards the cost of transport unless they qualify on grounds of low income then this reduces to £300 (50%).

Parents or carers of students who are entitled for support under this 

policy will be encouraged to provide transport for which a mileage

allowance will be paid. Where a student is in receipt of the higher rate 

mobility component of the Disability Living Allowance then this should 

be used in the first instance to transport the student to and from their 

establishment.  
There are rare occasions when Northamptonshire County Council ITMU need to cancel transport eg lack of cover for escort/driver sickness. Every effort is made to ensure this does not happen but should it be unavoidable it is the parent/carer’s responsibility to transport the student to education and there will be no reimbursement for costs incurred.  Every effort is made to restore the transport arrangements as soon as possible.

6.     
CONDITIONS OF USE

        
If you are issued a travel pass and are not able to produce the pass for
inspection on the vehicle you are using you should expect to be refused travel. The pass will entitle you to transport only on the approved route from the designated boarding point to the destination establishment. It is valid only on days when the establishment is open for students and is NOT TRANSFERABLE.

The travel pass must be produced and shown at the time of travel or on request.  They will not be accepted if altered, mutilated or defaced.

Smoking is ILLEGAL on any transport.  
If school transport does not run because of circumstances beyond our control, i.e. Inclement weather, Breakdown of vehicle, etc., no compensation will be considered.  
Do you wish to apply for Free School Meals? - To apply for Free School Meals please visit their website at www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/F - Free school meals.

Please visit our website for the full transport policy at www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/H - Home to School Travel. You will also find the application form and Code of Conduct on this website.

Should you require a replacement pass a charge will be made, please see item 4.  For general enquiries regarding Mainstream Home to School Transport please contact us at ITMUHometoSchoolTran@northamptonshire.gov.uk for Mainstream students or

ITMUSENTransportPlanning@northamptonshire.gov.uk for Special Educational Needs students.

PLEASE RETAIN THESE GUIDANCE NOTES FOR FUTURE REFERENCE
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