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1.1 Frontispiece

This plan is a statement of Northamptonshir
ensuring that Barnwell Country Park continues to provide the highest quality

services possible to the citizens of Northamptonshire.

1.2 Purpose of this Management and Maintenance Plan

e To set out the vision for the development and principles for the management of
Barnwell Country Park.

e To ensure that the needs of conservation and recreation are balanced and that
the management methods and development proposals identified are
appropriate and represent both best practice and best value in country park
management.

e To be a document into which the local community and stakeholders have
contributed their ideas and aspirations for the future of their country park.

e To act as a master reference document and to sign post site managers to key
information.

¢ To demonstrate quality management to award bodies, grant agencies, funding
bodies and potential sponsors.

1.3 Who is the plan for?

The plan is primarily a working document f o
Country Park Officer i annual work programmes for park operations and

objectives for individual officers will be drawn from this plan. The plan will act as a

definitive reference to key information regarding the park. The Country Park

Officer responsible for Barnwell, Fermyn Woods and Irchester Country Parks will

be directly responsible for the delivery and maintenance of this plan.

The plan will act as a statement of intent by the relevant County Council portfolio
holder for the council to uphold the standards of management of the park.

The plan wil!/l al so be of wuse tootherhe 6friend
stakeholder groups and students wishing to study the park.

1.4 Process by which the original plan was prepared

and subsequently updated
The Country Parks Team | eader for Northampt
parks and the Country Park Officer for Barnwell Country Park wrote the plan in
November 2003. It was prepared in consultation with the Rangers on site and the
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wider country parks service, as well as with professional agencies, local
community and stakeholders. The document was subsequently reviewed by the
current Country Parks Officer in December 2008 and the document was
resubmitted for consultation during 2009.

Original working Group membership

Dave Entwistle, Head of Countryside and Tourism

Chris Haines, Country Parks Team Leader

Chris Soans, Country Park Officer

Hilary Monk, Countryside Ranger

Katie Bliss, Countryside Ranger

Jeanne De Bock, Oundle group of the Wildlife Trust For Northamptonshire
Alan Smith, Wildlife Trust For Northamptonshire

Rupert Paul, Oundle WATCH group

County Council sources of professional advice
Property Services Estates officer

Property Services Architects and Quantity Surveyors
Historic Environment Officer

Legal Services officers

Bio diversity Officer

Countryside Access Officer

W.S.Atkins structural Engineers

Elected members
Elected members - Portfolio Holder for Countryside and rural affairs.
Local County Councillor for Oundle.

External sources of professional advice

Wildlife Trust for Northamptonshire

Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (ROSPA)

Ability Northants

Environment Agency

Natural England

East Northants District Council (Recycling, Dog Warden, Environmental Health
Officer).

The Wildlife Trust for Northamptonshire was commissioned to write the Wildlife
management plan.

Stakeholders

As far as was practical the Country Parks Officer engaged local communities and
stakeholders in the preparation of the plan to ensure a wide representation of
interests. This was achieved through public meetings and Strengths,
Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats analyses (SWOT), by consulting key
individuals and by inviting organisations to comment on the draft plan.

Groups include the following:
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Oundle WATCH group

Oundle Rotary Group

BTCV

Barnwell Fishing season ticket holders
Local business suppliers
Refreshment franchisee

Oundle Care Committee

Oakley Grange Day Care Centre
Stonehouse Day Centre

Oundle Physically Handicapped and Able Bodied club (PHAB)
Henley Day Care Centre

Cory Environmental Trust
Barnwell Parish Council

Oundle Town Council

Oundle TIC

Rockingham Forest Trust

Prince William School

Oundle School

Glapthorn Primary School
Barnwell Primary School

Oundle Primary School

Oundle Middle School

Barnwell Mill

Fairline boats

Duke of Gloucester Estate

Park users

Public opinion

Much use was made of MORI public opinion survey information, park visitor

surveys, focus group research, visitor book comments, and specific feedback

forms. The draft plan was put on display in the visitor centre for people to

comment on proposal s. T h sinchuderqesgtisns axn n u a |
facilities people wish to see and improvements to the park. Rangers also receive
comments from visitors on a daily basis and these are fed into the long term
management plan and annual action plans.

1.5 How and when will the plan be reviewed?

The Country Parks Officer formally reviews the plan annually. The frontispiece will
be updated as and when the council portfolio holder changes. There was a
reassessment of the plan and consultation with stakeholders in year 5 (2008).
The master plan will be in electronic format and will be maintained and amended
as necessary.
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2 The Existing Park - Description

Asset

Current Facilities & services

Partnerships

Barnwell Country Park
(Freehold since 1973)
15Ha former gravel workings

Barnwell Road

Oundle

Peterborough

PES8 5PB

Tel 01832 273435

Email
barnwell@nortmaptonshire.gov.uk
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/parks

Public toilets

Country Park Shop
Chil drends
2 bird hides
Standard orienteering course
Nature Trails.

Coarse fishing (Day & season)
BBQ area

Boules court

Group environmental activities
Country Park leaflet
Promotional Flier
Chil drenods
Kingfisher Lodge i
community/education room for
hire

pl ay

Di sc

River Nene
Regional Park

2.1 General description

The park was developed from abandoned sand and gravel workings and is
situated on the flood plain of the River Nene just south of Oundle in the landscape
area classified as the Rockingham Forest.

The park is bounded on the north-west and south-west by a flood channel loop of
the River Nene, known as 'the Backwater', and on the east by the A605 Barnwell
Road (see general map). The present landscape consists of a series of willow-

fringed lakes, short mown grass, coarser vegetation, conservation grassland and

small wooded areas.

The lakes, picnic meadows, river and the resident water birds make the park very
attractive to visitors and in particular young families. The irregular shapes of the

lakes provide different views arou n d

revel ationd to

each corner

the visitor.

and a

The park is flat and very accessible with a network of stone paths suitable for
prams and wheelchairs. The park shop is manned daily by Information Assistants

onhandtohelpwithvi si t or és

gueries and

provide

In 2007 to 2008, 191,874 visits were made to the park (electronic car counter,
assuming 3.5 people per car). From the 2007 visitor surveys, picnicking, dog
walking, leisurely strolls, feeding the water birds, fishing and watching the wildlife
are the stated main reason for visits.

The Country Park currently has a hard standing car park with a capacity of around
50 cars. The Recreational meadows are also used for seasonal overflow parking.
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Aerial Photo - yr 2000
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