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1.1 Frontispiece 
This plan is a statement of Northamptonshire County Councilsô commitment to ensuring that 
Brixworth Country Park continues to provide the highest quality services possible to the 
citizens of Northamptonshire. The aim of this plan is to realise the broad aims of 
Northamptonshire county council in order to ñmake Northamptonshire an excellent place to 
live and workò. This will be achieved by fulfilling the planôs visionary aspects which, in turn, will 
meet the Councilôs Strategic Goal to help people live independent lives. Specifically, the 
management plan relates to: 
 

 Promoting inclusive communities that enable all residents to achieve their full 
potential in their daily lives and through full participation in work, education and 
leisure and; 

 Providing access to a range of high quality, cost effective services within the 
resources available.  
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1.2 Purpose of this Management and Maintenance Plan 
 

 To set out the vision for the development and principles for the management of Brixworth 
Country Park in a sustainable way.   

 

 To ensure that the needs of conservation and recreation are balanced and that the 
management methods and development proposals identified are appropriate and 
represent both best practice and best value in sustainable country park management. 

 

 To ensure that Brixworth Country Park retains its status as a Countryside Access For All 
national demonstration project. 

 

 To be a document into which the local community and stakeholders have contributed their 
ideas and aspirations for the future of their country park.  

 

 To act as a master reference document and to sign post site managers to key 
information. 

 

 To demonstrate quality management to award bodies, grant agencies, funding bodies and 
potential sponsors. 

 
1.3 Who is the plan for? 
The plan is primarily a working document for Northamptonshire County Council country park 
officers ï annual work programmes for park operations and objectives for individual officers 
will be drawn from this plan. The plan will act as a definitive reference to key information 
regarding the park.  The Country Park Officer responsible for Brixworth and Brampton Valley 
Way Country Parks will be directly responsible for the delivery and maintenance of this plan. 
 
The plan will act as a statement of intent by the relevant County Council portfolio holder for 
the council to uphold the standards of management of the park. 
 
The plan will also be of use to future ñFriends ofô Brixworth Country Parkò groups, other 
stakeholder groups and students wishing to study the park. 
 
1.4 Process by which the plan has been prepared 
The Country Parks Officer and the rangers of Brixworth Country Park have written the plan.  It 
has been prepared in consultation with the Rangers on site and the wider Countryside 
service, as well as with professional agencies, local community and park stakeholders. 
 
Working Group membership 
Chris Haines, Countryside Service Manager 
Chris Howe, Country Park Officer 
Dave Rowe, Countryside Ranger 
Matt Harrel, Assistant Countryside Ranger 
Tony Munday, Estate Worker 
Angela Kent, Visitor Services Officer  
 
County Council sources of professional advice 
Property Services Estates officer 
Property Services Architects and Quantity Surveyors 
Historic Environment Officer 
Legal Services Officer 
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Biodiversity Officer  
Countryside Access Officer  
W.S.Atkins structural Engineers 
 
Elected members 
Elected members - Portfolio Holder for Countryside and rural affairs. 
Local District Councillor for Daventry 
Brixworth Parish Councillor 
 
External sources of professional advice 
Wildlife Trust for Northamptonshire*  
Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents (ROSPA) 
Ability Northants 
Northamptonshire Association for the Blind 
Environment Agency 
Natural England 
Daventry District Council (Recycling and Dog Warden). 
 
*The Wildlife Trust for Northamptonshire was commissioned to work with us and write the 
Wildlife management plan. 
 
Stakeholders 
As far as is practical the Country Park Officer has engaged local communities and 
stakeholders in the preparation of the plan to ensure a wide representation of interests.  This 
has been achieved through public meetings and Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and 
Threats analyses (SWOT), by consulting key individuals and by inviting organisations to 
comment on the draft plan.  Including the following: 
 
British Trust for Conservation Volunteers 
Anglian Water 
Willow Tree cafe  
Pitsford Cycles  
Wardington Court, Northamptonshire Association for the Blind 
Riverside Day Care Centre 
Northampton Volunteer Bureau 
Nene Centre 
Physically Handicapped and Able Bodied club (PHAB) 
Henley Day Care Centre 
Brixworth Parish Council 
Daventry District Council 
Brixworth Information Centre 
Tourist Information Centre 
St Andrews Hospital 
Treads Mountain Biking club 
WATCH 
Brixworth Primary School 
Pitsford Primary School 
Spratton Hall School 
Moulton School 
Moulton College 
Northgate School 
Greenfields School 
Park users 
 
Public opinion 
Much use has been made of existing MORI public opinion survey information, park visitor 
surveys, focus group research, visitor book comments, and specific feedback forms.  The 
draft plan has also been on display in the visitor centre for people to comment on the 
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proposals.  The annual visitor survey includes questions on facilities people wish to see and 
improvements to the park.  Rangers also receive comments from visitors on a daily basis. 
 
1.5 How and when will the plan be reviewed?   
The working group will formally review the plan annually and as required.  The frontispiece 
will be updated as and when the council portfolio holder changes.  There will be a 
reassessment of the plan and consultation with stakeholders in year 5 (2010).  The master 
plan will be in electronic format and will be maintained and amended as necessary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2 Brixworth Country Park - Description 
 

Asset Current Facilities & services Partnerships 

Brixworth Country Park 
(Freehold since 1973) 
15Ha former agricultural /arable land 
 
Brixworth Country Park 
Northampton Road 
Brixworth 
NN6 9DG 
brixworth@northamptonshire.gov.uk 
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/leisure/count
ryside 

 Public toilets 

 Visitor centre 

 Mackintosh Residential centre 

 Childrenôs play area  

 Bird hide. 

 X2 Tramper, electric buggies 

 Standard orienteering course. 

 Maths orienteering course 

 Nature Trails. 

 Sculpture Trail 

Anglian Water 
TOCH 
BTCV 


