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Chapter 1
Introduction, background & context

Chapter 1 of Fermyn Woods Country Park management
plan aims to set the scene and provide the introduction
and background to
provided about the location and a description of the site.
The context of the site within the County
Northamptonshire is discussed and relevant, wider policy
issues are described.

of

t hgemesiti Inferndaton isa n a

1.0 Introduction and background

1.1 Summary of management plan

The purpose of this document is to provide a framework for the
future management and maintenance of Fermyn Woods Country
Park, Northamptonshire from 2006 to 2016. The plan

statement of Nort hamptonshire

ensuring that Fermyn Woods Country Park continues to provide
t he hi ghest servi

guality ces

Northamptonshire  and its aims are:
e To set out the vision for the development and principles for

the management of Fermyn Woods Country Par k;

is a

County

possi

Fermyn Woods Country Park Management Plan 2006 -2016

e To ensure that the needs of conservation and recreation are

balanced and that the management methods and

development proposals identified are appropriate and
represent both best practice and best value in country park
management;

e To be adocumentth at the local community and stakeholders

have contributed their ideas and aspirations for the future of

their country park;

e To act as a master reference document and to sign post staff

and site managers to key information;

°- oT% %e@?ngrgt% qu%litg Manademel ¢ t1Q aaNard bodies, grant

agencies, funding bodies and potential sponsors.

bl e t he citizenbs of

This management plan builds upon previous documents and

to

brings together a number of disparate plans for the park. The
ten -year management plan is not a stand -alone document and
should be read in conjunction with other relevant policies and
documentation. The management plan, does, however bring

together a wide range of issues and information in one readily



available document and where applicable, aims to act as a

6si gnpost 6 mdreodetailedtdbcentents / policies which can

be investigated by those concerned

Within the plan there is reference to a biodiversity plan which
has been compiled by the Wildlife Trust to help guide staff in
managing the site i n the best way to conserve its biodiversity

value.

1.2 Format
The format of the management plan is in four sections, which

provide the following:

A A background and context to the park including the site
history and a policy review;

A A current position stat  ement and assessment of strengths
and weaknesses based around the Green Flag Award
judging criteria;

A An assessment of long -term objectives and future
management needs for the park;

A A five -year action plan for continuous improvement and a

monitoring/evaluat  ion programme.
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The format, style and narrative of the plan are deliberately
focused and concise in order to facilitate supporting
dotumeéntateon foa Greeh sFlagn Awaadg subméssions and as a
management tool for Council Officers. Northamptonshire County
Council recognise the recent developments within the Green Flag
Award application process and the format of this plan is designed

to reflect these amendments.

1.3 Target audience and usage

The management plan is an agreed action plan for change and
continuous i mprovement within Fermyn Woods Country Park. It

is a working document that is aimed at Officers of
Northamptonshire County Council, park users and the local
community.

The plan will act as a definitive reference to key information
regarding the park. The Country Park Officer responsible for
Barnwell, Irchester and Fermyn Woods Country Parks will be

directly responsible for the delivery of this plan.

The plan will be reviewed annually by the management team and

fundamentally reviewed in the fifth year. See section 29.0.
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‘ 20N Fermyn Woods Country Park is a special place and contributes in

The County Council has an overall vision for Country Parks many ways to the overall vision for the wider service. The shared

throughout Northamptonshire and endeavours: vision for Fermyn  Woods Country Park is:

. To help to make Northamptonshire an excellent place to

live and work through the provision of attractive, 0To provi de an accessible g at

accessible and well managed Country Parks, Countryside historic Rockingham Forest. which

Sites and through the facilitation of the Pocket Parks .
celebrates and brings together

scheme;
. To encourage a greater understanding and enjoyment of landscape, heritage, biodiversity and
the countyds natur al and cultural heritage b rovidi nga
Y 9 YpB'H'1% "%
environmental activities for schools and gr oups,

information and interpretation and through a programme
of public events;

. To promote equal access to countryside recreation
through the work of the Countryside Access for All
programme;

. To promote active citizenship by providing opportunities
for coun tryside volunteering in Country Parks, by
facilitating the Pocket Park Scheme and by supporting the
BTCV.
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| 3.0 Aims

Based upon wider strategic ambitions, public consul

tation and

stakeholder liaison, the following aims have been developed to

reflect the future needs of Fermyn Woods Country Park:

A

To provide a welcoming and informative gateway to
Rockingham Forest for all visitors and members of
the local community;

To c ontinue to provide a healthy, safe and secure
park for all users;

To provide an attractive country park, which
achieves a consistently high standard of
maintenance and cleanliness;

To advocate and demonstrate  sustainable
environmental management;

To protec t, conserve and promote the special
biodiversity, landscape and heritage value of the

country park;

To develop the full recreational and educational
potential of the Country Park without detriment to
the essential landscape character and biodiversity;

To a ctively engage, promote and enable community
participation and involvement for all levels of
interest and ability;

To continue to provide a venue for a range
educational and cultural events for all members of
the community;

To raise the profile of the park by maximising
marketing opportunities;

To ensure the highest standard of service through

effective and viable resource management without

detriment to the other aims for the Country Park.

Further details and objectives are outlined in chapter 3.



[ 4.0 Site name

Historically, the Country Park outlined in Figure 1. has been
known by a number of names including Brigstock Sands and
Brigstock Country Park (see section 11.0). For convention
throughout the management plan the park is known as Fermyn
Woods Co untry Park

It should also be noted that the site is distinct from Fermyn
Woods, which lies directly to the east of the Country Park. This
woodland is owned and managed by the Forestry Commission.
Northamptonshire County Council and the Forestry Commissio

do however have joint agreement to market and promote both

sites as Fermyn Woods Country Park.
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Figure 1. Site boundary, NCC Section, Fermyn Woods
Country Park.



l 5.0 Location & size

Fermyn Woods Country Park is situated on the south side of
Brigstock village next to the A6116 road (Brigstock By -pass), 7
km southeast of Corby and about 12km northeast of Kettering.

See Figure 2.

The address is: Fermyn Woods Country Park, Lyveden Road,
Brigstock, Kettering, Northants, NN14 9HA.

The grid re ference is SP 952851, Ordnance Survey 1:50,000
Landranger Series, sheet 141, Kettering and Corby.

Fermyn Woods Country Park consists of approximately 15
hectares of mixed of grass and scrubland. Originally, Fermyn
Woods Country Park was 18 hectares in si ze, but approximately
1.5 hectares were removed during the construction of the new
Brigstock By -pass. Another 1.5 hectares next to the residential
housing along Barnyards Way were severed from the main area

of the Country Park, which now forms Brigstock Po cket Park.
Originally access was from Harley Road just north of its junction
with Lyveden Road. This gave vehicular access and was also the

route of a public footpath, which crossed the park passing into
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farmland on the South side. Since the completion of the
adjacent By -pass in November 1986, vehicular access is now
directly off this highway. The pedestrian access has been
provided from the end of Lyveden Road and it crosses the By -
pass by means of a footbridge (this route is used by visitors

coming fro m Brigstock village).

Figure 2. Site Location.



| 6.0 Site description

|

6.1 Overview

Fermyn Woods Country Park is one of five Country Parks within
Northamptonshire owned and managed by Northamptonshire
County Counci | 6s ene. Ometcountry padkorns a
component part of the rural landscape around Brigstock Village
and is bounded by Fermyn Woods on its eastern boundary and
farmland (pasture and arable) on the northern and southern
boundaries. The prevailing land use within the park comprises of
mixed grassland, woodland and open water. There is a car park,
pl ay

space.

vi sitor o6s centre, toilets,

furniture located throughout the open

Fermyn Woods Country Park was formerly a sand quarry, the
excavations resulting in an uneven terrain over much of the area
with many hollows and ponds, and built -up banks and mounds.
However, part of the site is still the original grass meadow and

the upper part of this is densely colonised by thorn scrub.

The landscape is a varied and interesting one, with a range of
rich wildlife habitats. The area has been extensively developed
and is

since 1983, without changing its basic character,

area
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established as a functioning Country Park. The site is situated in
the hist orically interesting and important area of the Rockingham
Forest; an area which includes Corby, Kettering, and Thrapston
and which has an overall population of almost 100,000. The
nearest Country Parks are East Carlton Country Park (on the far
side of Cor by) and Barnwell Country Park at Oundle (some 6 Km

away).

There is an extensive Rights of Way network accessible from
Fermyn Woods Country Park.

6.2a%eglogyaagdssc())ilsc iated country park
The site is in an area described as having underlying deposits of
the Jurassic Inferior Oolite series consisting of clays, silts,
ferruginous sandstones, and oolitic limestone.

The surface material in this area is boulder clay, which is of
glacial origin and consists of Upper Lias and Oxford Clays
containing calcareous nodules. The sand and gravel deposits,
which were extensively quarried in the recent past, have been
thought to be of glacial origin.

Sand deposits exist still in several areas of the Country Park
where they have been exposed by the excavations. Much of the

old sandpit area is  covered with abandoned heavy boulder clay

10



material with no fertile topsoil. Elsewhere in the site the
undisturbed areas have more natural soils, which tend to be

variable in their clay and sand content.

6.3 Topography

The site is on a gentle slope run ning east to west with a westerly
aspect. This slope is a continuation of a slope leading down from
Fermyn Woods on the eastern boundary and lies at the side of a
sloping arable field on the southern boundary known as Fishers
Hill.

A small valley, Central Valley, runs down the middle of the site
that has been disrupted in the central area by sand excavation.

The western sector of the site, and a strip along the southern
boundary is relatively undisturbed meadow but part of the
original area is now lost to the bypass and the extreme western
end is now severed. Part of this severed area was used as a
base for the bypass construction works and was re -instated but
the rest has remained undisturbed.

At the eastern end of the site are the Thorn Thickets on two

large spurs of land, covered in thorn scrub, which was dense and
almost impenetrable, however during the development phase
tracks were created through these areas and extensive thinning

and clearing has taken place.
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The central area, worked for sand, is a landscape of irregular
hummocks, pools and plateau with a rough surface of mixed clay
subsoil and sand. The 'sandpit' has two deep trenches, which join

to from Refuge Pond at the western end. Thorn bushes and
brambles have colonised the slopes around the pond. Between
the sandpit and Big Pit Pond, is an undulating mound of tipped
material. Big Pit Pond has very steep sides, with open water
several metres deep at one end. A great deal of safety works

have been carried out including post and rail fencing, revetment
and path construction.

To the north of the sandpit are traces of an old stream which has

been excavated, and flows when there is heavy rainfall, as well

as trenches from the sand extraction. Above it is the Central
Plateau (The Plateau) a large p iece of mostly undisturbed
pastureland. North of this, and below the Great Thicket is a

large excavated area, dropping steeply from the boundary hedge

to form a long valley (North Valley). This area has a varied relief

and contains several ponds (includin g the Reedy Pond) some of

which are small and dry  -up in summer.

The new western edge by the bypass is a post and rail fence with
a recently laid mature hawthorn hedge. The northern and

southern boundaries are hedgerows, which have been laid where

11



possibl e. The eastern boundary forms a green lane bordered by
deciduous woodland and again the hawthorn hedge has been laid
circa 1995.

The hard surface track, at about 2.5m wide, which ran from the
old entrance to a concrete plinth at the edge of the Picnic
Meadow, which was the site of the washer machinery, has been
extended to the Top Disabled Car Park. The concrete plinth has
been removed. Another smaller track curving through the
northern half of the sandpit has been retained and a path
network of surfaced  tracks has also been developed.

This landscape, which has been much affected by man's activities
on the site, presents topography of varied landforms, slopes and
aspect resulting in areas attractive to both visitors and wildlife,
the character of which h  as been preserved and enhanced by the

developments.

6.4 Climate

Annual rainfall averages between 1916 and 1950 have been
recorded in Kettering as 62.03 cms and in Wellingborough as
62.31 cms. The rainfall in the area is on the low side

particularly so  in Brigstock as frequently, when light rain is
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falling in the Nene Valley it is dry at the Country Park. Climatic
records for Corby show August and November being the wettest

two months with April being the driest.

The park is an exposed site with little
side. However, it does receive full sun, as the aspect is to the
south and west. It can therefore be slow to warm

but does receive a lot of warmth in summer.

6.5 Hydrology

There is a good deal of standing water on this site, but it is wel
distributed about the area in small bodies rather than being

found in large lakes. This water originates as drainage water
draining down the slope, much of it coming directly from the
area of Fermyn Woods. Not all the water bodie
some of t hem

are Oephemeral o i

throughout the whole of the year.

One stream enters the park on the boundary with Fermyn
Woods near Long Pond and flows between the Great Thicket
Plateau and bisects The Refuge Pond. The original course of this

stream continued along this line, but was re

shelter on the western

-up in spring

S are permanent;

n

-routed during

t hat

12
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development works. An overflow pipe on the Refuge Pond
drains water back into the old stream course at the lower end of
the valley not far from the Picnic Meadow. Near this point
drainage water from the Northern Valley flows into this stream

which then flows from the site near the main entrance into the

bypass drainage courses.

In the southeastern corner another stream flows onto the site
from Fermyn Woods and dr  ains into the marsh above Big Pit
Pond and then into Big Pit Pond itself, where the piped overflow

drains into the main stream above the central pond.

Water collects in North Valley presumably draining from under
the Great Thicket and the Reedy Pond drain s via a channel into

the main outflow stream.

The water within the park tends to be surface drainage water
collecting in hollows and pits on the impermeable clay. Much of
the site dries out in summer although the larger ponds stay fairly

full. Long Pond and Refuge Pond often dry out in the summer.
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There are four of these larger ponds:
e Long Pond (40m x 10 m, 0.5 m deep at edge);
e Big Pit Pond (40m x 45 m, 6 m deep in places);
¢ Refuge Pond (60m x 40 m, 0.5 m deep at edge);
¢ Reedy Pond (60 x 50 m, 0.5 m de ep at edge).
Extensive drainage works have taken place on meadows and

paths to help keep paths dry and prevent excessive flooding.

6.6 Context within landscape

The aerial photograph outlined in Figure 3. demonstrates the

dominance of the farmland and w oodland landscape.

13



Figure 3. Aerial photograph.
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6.7 Landscape character

The local landscape is very varied scenically; comprising
woodland, parkland, grass fields with hedgerows, and arable.

The site lies within the hist oric boundaries of the Rockingham
Forest, a former royal forest area, which has retained a high
proportion of semi -natural habitats. The Countryside Agency

identifies the key characteristics for Rockingham Forest as:

e Undulating landform rising to prominen t scarp along
edge of Welland Valley in Rockingham Forest;

e lLarge woodlands on higher ground enclose the
landscape;

e High historic and nature -conservation interest in
woodlands;

¢ Remnants of unimproved grassland throughout, with
limestone heaths and fragment s of acid bogs in the Soke
of Peterborough;

e Foreground views are occupied by large arable fields
with low hedges;

e Large mature landscape parks and country houses;

¢ Dry stonewalls around villages, becoming more common

in open countryside in Soke of Peterbor ough;

14



e Nucleated villages often in sheltered
locations;

¢ Distinctive buildings constructed in local stone: ironstone
in west, limestone in east;

e Undisturbed, deeply rural quality despite nearby towns
and adjoining trunk roads.

e Prominent, disused i
abandoned Second World War airfields;

¢ A sharp transition between the countryside and the main
towns of Kettering, Corby and Peterborough (lying just
outside the area) that have developed rapidly in recent

years.

6.8 Landsca pe zones

Fermyn Woods Country Park is made up of a number of distinct
landscape zones, which display differing habitat characteristics
and serve distinct functions. The management of the landscape
zones are prescribed in section 27.0 and briefly described

See Figure 4.

streamside

ronstone quarries (gullets) and

below.
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6.8.1 Gateway and car park

This is the primary and only vehicle entrance to the park and
acts as the initial arrival point for most visitors. The area has a
hard surface roadway wide enough for two passing cars, which
leads to car park surfaced with a tarmac strip and loose stone
base. The area is functional with some semi mature trees and

provides visitors with a safe entrance point. However, there is

potential for conflict between pedestrians and vehicles.

6.8.2 Play zone

This area is the only location within the park for play and ball
sports. There is a play area with bark safety surfacing and a
small, even grass area suitable for informal ball games. This area

also serves as destination for picnics & BBQs.

6.8.3 Visitor centr e
The visitor centre and cafe forms the central hub of most of the
parkodés activities and is the Kk
and interpretation. The building is again functional and contains

offices, toilets and a café. There is also a small for

bed and disabled parking at the venue.

ey

mal herb shrub

desti
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6.8.4 Hay meadow

The hay meadow forms the southern boundary of the park and is
in fact an area of more established grassland with a remnant
field margin dominated by hawthorn. The area has an open
aspe ct and allows for view out to the wider countryside, which
can be seen from the main footway. There is also a disabled car

park area at the top end of the meadow.

6.8.5 The Plateau, Northern Valley and Refuge Pond
The Plateau, the North Valley and the Re fuge combine together
to form the central and dominant landscape within the park. The

areas are characterised by the former sand extraction and
presents an unusual undulating topography. This part of the park

has the highest elevation and allows for excell ent panoramic
views of the wider countryside over the Rockingham Forest. The

area supports a grassland flora typical of un -restored mineral
workings in the district. The workings exposed a variety of

strata, and much of the resulting grassland has a limest one
influence. Limestone grasslands are some of the richest habitats
floristically in the country and in the context of Fermyn Woods

Country Park; this provides an excellent habitat for a range of

invertebrates and flora.
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8.8.6 Reedy pond
Area of open wat er situated below the North Valley.

Characterised by mix of willow, alder, reedmace and reed.

8.8.7 Great Thicket

The Great Thicket is dominated over much of its extent by an
unusual mono culture of hawthorn, although there are some
areas with dense sta nds of blackthorn  and the occasional fruit
tree. In parts the Great Thicket is succeeding to woodland and is
developing an under storey of oak and ash. There is an extensive
footpath network, which provides atmospheric woodland walks,
connecting the centra | area and the adjacent Fermyn Woods. The
dense cover of blackthorn provides an essential habitat for
nesting birds and breeding area for the Black Hairstreak

butterfly .

16



8.8.8 Big Pit Pond

Big Pit Pond is a relatively steep sided, reniform open area o

water nestled between the Wildlife Refuge and the edge of
Fermyn Woods. The pond has been historically leased to
Brigstock Village and is principally used for coarse fishing and

has associated decking and fishing pegs.

8.8.9 Woodland gateway
This secti on of the park forms the interface between the main
pedestrian route ways from the Country Park to the adjacent

Fermyn Woods owned by the Forestry Commission. At this
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location there is a small disabled car park, which is surrounded

by scrub and native shru  bs.
8.8.10 Hedgerows

The park is retained on all boundaries by historic hedgerows that

are remnant of the former field pattern.
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Figure 4. Landscape Zones.
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