
IRCHESTER COUNTRY PARK  
BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT PLAN 2005 to 2010. 

 
 
1: VISION STATEMENT & EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
This document details the management prescriptions necessary to protect and 
enhance the biodiversity resources of Irchester Country Park. It will be used in 
conjunction with the overall park management plan to help balance the needs of 
conservation and recreation, and to ensure best practice in land management. 

 
2: POLICY STATEMENTS 
 
Northamptonshire County Council owns Irchester Country Park. The Countryside 
Services section, part of the Customer and Community Services Directorate, 
manages the park. 
 
The corporate vision of Northamptonshire County Council is to ñMake 
Northamptonshire an excellent place to live and workò 

1. Relevant corporate outcomes and priorities 

Corporate Outcomes Corporate Priorities 2008-09 

A cleaner, greener 
and more prosperous 
county 

We will protect and promote the heritage of 
Northamptonshire 

A more secure, 
healthy and 
independent future 
for our children,  for 
our young people, 
and for our adults 

We will enable more people to engage in music, 
sports, leisure and cultural activities 

We will improve the achievement of children at 
school, and of those in care; improve attendance 
and reduce the number of children excluded from 
education 

We will enable older people  and those with 
disabilities who need  support to exercise personal 
choice and live more independent and fulfilled lives 

A smaller, more 
enabling council 
focused on our 
customers 

We will ensure that we have outstanding and 
valued employees 

We will provide better access to, and choice of 
services, targeting our resources on our customers 
and communities, improving our efficiency and 
maintain council tax increases at or below the rate 
of inflation, provided that changes in central 
government funding do not prevent this.  

 
 



The Countryside Services contributes to the above aims by: 

 Providing attractive, accessible and well managed Country Parks, 
countryside sites and through the provision of the Pocket Parks scheme. 

 Encouraging the maximum use of the parks for healthy recreation. 

 Encouraging understanding and enjoyment of the country parks and the 
countyôs natural and cultural heritage through providing outdoor 
environmental activities for schools and groups, information and 
interpretation and a programme of public events. 

 Promoting active citizenship by providing opportunities for countryside 
volunteering in Country Parks and by facilitating the Pocket Park scheme. 

 
 
3: GENERAL DESCRIPTION 
 
 
3.1: General information 
 
 
3.1.1: Location & site boundaries 
 
Irchester Country Park is located off the A509, on the B570 Little Irchester to 
Irchester road, south-east of Wellingborough.  The site boundaries are shown on 
Map 1 and neighbouring land use is shown on Map 2. Map Grid Reference is SP 
913657. 
 
The Park is open at all times to pedestrians and vehicles, with gates to the lower 
car parks and toilets open in Summer from 8.30am - 5pm on Mon-Fri, and from 
8.30am - 6pm on Sat & Sun, and in Winter from 8.30am - 5pm all week. 
 
Several surfaced car parks are open all year, for which a "Pay and Display" 
system is in operation.  In addition, meadows provide space for informal parking 
when conditions allow. 
 
The nearest train station is Wellingborough on the London St. Pancras - Sheffield 
main line.  The station is a 15-minute walk to Wellingborough town centre where 
buses for the  
 
Park, Stagecoach United Counties service 46 ( or 46A on Sundays ), depart from 
Church Street. 

 
 
3.1.2: Tenure 
 
Irchester Country Park is owned by Northampton County Council and was 
opened in 1971. 
 
 



3.1.3: Management/organisational infrastructure 
 
The Park is owned by Northamptonshire County Council and is managed by its 
Countryside Service section.  On the ground, the site is run by a team comprised 
of one Country Park Officer, two full-time Countryside Rangers, an Assistant 
Countryside Ranger and part-time Information Assistants employed on a casual 
basis.  This team also manages the nearby Sywell Country Park. 
 
 
3.1.4: Map coverage 
 
Ordnance Survey 1:50,000 Landranger, Sheet 152, Northampton and Milton 
Keynes. 
 
1:25,000   Sheet  SP 96 
 
 
 
3.1.5: Photographic coverage 
 
Oblique aerial photos are held for the Park from both September 1966 and 1996. 
The County Council, on a rolling programme, purchases aerial photographs. 
Aerial photos from 1999 / 2000 are available on the County Councilôs 
Geographical Information System at County Hall. 
 
 
3.1.6: Zones or compartments 
 
Refer to Map 3 for a view of the habitat areas within the Country Park, and to 
section 3.2.2 below for descriptions of those areas. 
 
 
3.2: Environmental information 
 
 
3.2.1: Physical 
 
Refer to Map 3 for a picture of the physical layout of the site; its boundaries and 
main features.  Irchester Country Park consists of 81 hectares of woodland and 
meadow on an old ironstone quarry.  There are also several ponds and a railway 
gullet. 
 
a) Geology and soils 
 
The Country Park has been created on the site of an old ironstone quarry.  The 
iron ore underlies a succession of sands, clays and limestone amounting to 
depths of up to about 16 metres. 
 



The site is underlain by Lias Clay of the Lower Jurassic age.  The succession of 
rocks is as follows, oldest first, Northampton Sand Iron Stone, Sands and Silts of 
the Lower Estuarine Series and Blisworth (or Great Oolite) Limestone.  In places 
there is also overlying boulder clay, a glacial deposit formed within the last million 
years.  
 
Further details of palaeoenvironemental and palaeoecological data is held on-
site. 
 
b) Topography and Landscape 
 
Due to the site being created on an old ironstone quarry a "Hills and Dales" 
landscape exists, where areas have been worked and back-filled.  The last 
quarry face still exists as well as an old railway gullet. 
 
c)  Climate 
 
Climatologically, the County is amongst the driest in the United Kingdom with an 
average  rainfall of 630mm recorded.  Despite the low rainfall, localised flooding 
is common place.  The impervious Lias Clays which form the basis of the relief 
and the high frequency of summer convectional rainfall result in swift saturation 
of the soil and rapid run-off. 
 
d)  Hydrology 
 
The River Nene runs between the Country Park and the town of Wellingborough.  
Several ponds or areas of water exist on the site, either seasonally or 
permanently. 
 
A spring rises at the head of back leats and flows south-north to the A45 road 
boundary 
 
 
3.2.2: Biological 
 
 
3.2.2.1: Habitats/communities 
 
 
The habitats of significance to wildlife at Irchester Country Park are summarized 
below : 
 
a)  Meadows 
 
Due to the heavy visitor pressure that this site undergoes, the meadow areas 
adjacent to the visitor centre are managed as amenity grasslands and are 
occasionally used as overflow parking areas.  This means they are mown on a 
weekly basis during the summer months.  Therefore they are not very botanically 



diverse although in recent years a headland of 5 - 10m has been left around the 
meadow area.  This is mainly for the invertebrate interest of the site but should 
also improve the botanical diversity. 
 
There are also areas of grassland on the slopes of the quarry gullet, which runs 
to the south-east of the site.  The species occurring abundantly include Fairy Flax 
( Linum catharticum ), Common Birdôs-foot-trefoil ( Lotus corniculatus ),  
Agrimony ( Agrimonia eupatoria ),  Coltôs-foot ( Tussilago farfara ),  Mouse-ear 
Hawkweed ( Pilosella officinarum ) and Blue Fleabane ( Erigeron acer).  Other 
species occurring include Ploughmanôs-spikenard ( Inula conyza ),  Woolly 
Thistle ( Cirsium eriophorum ), Teasel ( Dipsacus fullonum ),  Cut-leaved 
Craneôs-bill ( Geranium dissectum ),  Creeping Thistle ( Cirsium arvense ),  
Canadian Fleabane ( Conyza Canadensis ) and the county rarity Carline Thistle ( 
Carlina vulgaris ). 
 
b)  Scrub 
 
The scrub areas were planted during the early 1980s and presently have had 
little or no management.  The area known as the Headlands contains a mosaic of 
maturing Hawthorn ( Crataegus monogyna ) / Blackthorn ( Prunus spinosa ) 
scrub and open grassland areas.   
 
Scrub is a valuable habitat in its own right, providing food and shelter for a variety 
of animals, however, if scrub is allowed to extend into the grasslands then the 
important balance between these two habitats will be broken. 
 
c)  Woodlands 
 
The woodland areas that cover a large percentage of the Country Park were 
mostly planted in the 1930s and early 1940s.  The woodland consists mainly of 
Larch ( Larix deciduas )  and Scots pine ( Pinus sylvestris ), with some 
broadleaved tree species such as Alder ( Alnus glutinosa ) and Poplar ( Populus 
alba ).  Much of the woodland is being felled and replaced with broadleaved trees 
such as Oak ( Quercus robur ), Ash ( Fraxinus excelsior ), Cherry ( Prunus avium 
), Hazel ( Corylus avellana ) and Beech ( Fagus sylvatica ) which all form a better 
habitat for wildlife.  A proportion of coniferous trees, however, are maintained to 
retain some of the original site character and associated wildlife. 
 
d)  Quarry and Railway Gullets 
 
The quarry gullet is an area important for its geological interest.  It was the last 
area of the site to be worked and therefore the quarry face provides a good 
example of a section through a succession of rocks that were deposited in the 
Middle Jurassic Period. 
 
The railway gullet, despite being very well shaded, contains a variety of botanical 
species including Common Spotted Orchid ( Dactylorhiza fuchsii ) and Common 
Twayblade ( Listera ovata ).  



 
 
3.2.2.2: Flora 
 
Much of the floristic interest of the site has already been described in the habitat 
section above.  Various botanical surveys have been carried out on the site, 
including those by Mr Sean Karley between 1968 - 2000.  A full list of species 
known to occur on the site is in Appendix 1. 
 
 
3.2.2.3: Fauna 
 
A full list of species known to occur on the site is listed in Appendix 1, however, 
some information about the vertebrate use of the site maybe usefully described 
here : 
 
- Birds 
 
The main woodland and scrub areas support a variety of birds including Mistle 
Thrush ( Turdus viscivorus ), Garden Warbler ( Sylvia borin ), Crossbill ( Loxia 
curvirostra ), Green Woodpecker ( Picus viridis ) and Great Spotted Woodpecker 
( Dendrocopos  major ).  Sparrowhawks ( Accipiter nisus ) are known to nest in 
the Park and Tawny Owls (Strix aluco ) have been heard calling mainly at the 
western end of Wembley Pit (NE corner of the park). 
 
In addition, Crossbills ( Loxia curvirostra ) are thought to be occasional winter 
visitors. 
 
- Reptiles and Amphibians 
 
Great Crested Newts ( Triturus cristatus ) have been recorded in nearly all the 
pond areas on site.  This species is protected by both British and European laws. 
Guidelines on practices which cannot be undertaken when Great Crested Newts 
are present are available from English Nature.  
 
It should be borne in mind that Great Crested Newts are truly amphibian, and 
although they breed in ponds they spend a large proportion of their life on land - 
both over-night for feeding or over-winter for hibernation under stones, logs and 
in crevices. 
 
Pond maintenance works should therefore be undertaken during the winter 
months, to minimize the possibility of harming newts.  As general good practice it 
is also recommended that removed dredgings from ponds are stored for 
sometime adjacent to the pond to enable some animals to re-enter the water 
body. 
 
Common Lizards ( Lacerta vivipara ) have previously been recorded in the quarry 
gullet area and in the edges of some of the scrub areas. 



 
- Mammals 
 
The site supports a fair number of Rabbits ( Oryctolagus cuniculus ) which 
currently present no problem in terms of the proposed management under this 
plan.  So no control is recommended here unless they prove to be a problem, 
either to the site or the siteôs neighbours, in future years.  Although regular 
checks should be made on their population size and impact on the site in the 
meantime. 
 
Water Shrews ( Neomys fodiens ) have previously been recorded in some of the 
quarry ponds. 
 
A Badger ( Meles meles ) took up residence in the land plantation during the 
summer of 2005. 
 
 
3.2.3: Past management for nature conservation 
 
Prior to the Parkôs establishment the site was an ironstone quarry known as 
Wembley Pit.  The area was then used for military training until the establishment 
of the Country Park. Since itôs opening in 1971 the site has been managed for 
nature conservation and recreational purposes. 
 
a)  Details of constraints on management 
 
The main constraints will be time, labour resources and money.  In addition, due 
to the recreational nature of the site, certain management practices may conflict 
with the recreational use.  There may also be some conflict between historic 
community projects and ideal habitat management i.e. inappropriate tree 
planting.  There is therefore a need to ensure that this plan is integrated with any 
future plans to manage the public access and community programs. 
 
b) Details of Grant-Aided Management Schemes 
 
The main grant-aided scheme for the site is the Woodland Improvement Grant 
Scheme.   
 
 
3.3: Human impact, use & interest 
 
 
3.3.1: Archaeology 
 
For more details on this topic, please see the separate Irchester Management 
Plan document for 2004 -14. 
 
 



3.3.2: Present land use 
 
The present management mainly concentrates on a balance between visitor 
access and woodland management. 
 
 
3.3.3: Present legal status of site 
 
The entire site was designated in 1971 as a Country Park in accordance with 
Section 7 of the Countryside Act 1968. 
 
The site is designated as a Site of Nature Conservation Value (SNCV) in the 
1999 Wellingborough Local Plan. 
 
In a county-context, this non-statutory category of site is also, synonymously, 
known as County Wildlife Site ( CWS ). The Park is listed as CWS No. 171 and it 
is also called Irchester Country Park. Please refer to Map 4 for an illustration of 
the extent of this County Wildlife Site. Map 4 also shows the location of the 
Regionally Important Geological Site ( RIGS ) that lies within the Park and is 
wrapped around its southeastern boundary.  
 
 
 
3.3.4: Current services & facilities provision 
 
In addition to several surfaced car parks, the meadows provide space for 
informal parking when conditions allow. 
 
There is a visitors and information centre which is manned at weekends and 
during school holidays. An information leaflet is also available as well as 
publications on various aspects of the Parkôs environment, and details of guided 
walks and countryside activities for children and families. 
 
A range of educational visits and activities are run on the site by the Education 
Rangers for schools, clubs and community groups. 
 
There are also several different waymarked trails and walks to be followed.  
Seats, benches and shelters are provided at various locations throughout the site 
as well as several picnic meadows. 
 
For more details on the above items, please see the separate Irchester 
Management Plan document for 2004-14 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3.3.5: Past management for services & facilities 
 
Management of the visitor facilities does not fall within the remit of this 
Biodiversity Management Plan for the site. So, for more information on this 
matter, please see the separate Irchester Management Plan document for 
2004-14. 
 
 
3.4: Landscape 
 
The Park is situated in the Wollaston to Irchester area of the óLimestone Valley 
Slopesô landscape characterisation area ( please see in the Strategic Context 
section for more details on this reference ).  
 
The predominantly woodland landscape of the Park overlies Great Oolite 
Limestone and contains a variety of semi-natural and native species with a 
largely semi-natural ground flora; including one or two odd additions. Many of 
these trees have now grown to over 12m ( 40 feet ) in height, creating a mature, 
mixed woodland across most of the site. The woodland rides themselves 
comprise of calcareous grassland giving way to scrub and some standing water 
along the woodland edge. It is not possible to see across the whole Park in one 
view, owing to the tree growth and topography, giving a sense of óprogressive 
revelationô and making the Park seem larger than it really is. 
 
The meadows near the visitor centre comprise of areas of calcareous grassland 
and scrub, with some standing water. Comparatively flat, much of the plant 
diversity within the meadows is confined to the wide headlands due to the 
amenity mowing of the main areas within them. The main visual feature of this 
area is the high voltage pylons that cut across the site, along with the hard 
landscaping of the car parks and metalled entrance road. These urbanising 
elements, whilst being intrusive, do not deter many casual visitors from spending 
most of their time in this main active zone. Views out of the Park from the 
meadows are westwards and they are dominated by Wellingborough Prison, 
surrounded by meadows, and the built-up southern edge of Wellingborough 
itself. 
 
Wembley Pit remains the last open gullet on the site that has exposed limestone 
geology in section, lying along part of the southern border of the site. Weathering 
of the softer clays and natural succession of the plant biodiversity has covered 
much of the exposed delineated strata. The woodland compartments alongside 
the gullet are dominated by pine and larch and the wide quarry road means that 
looking into the park from the adjacent Gipsy Lane provides a sense of the siteôs 
former plantation history.  
 
  
The other ótrenchesô of note are associated with the extraction of the ironstone. 
Railway Gullet, near the centre of the Park, is a 15 metre deep dip in the 
backfilled landscape where the mineral railway line ran. This passed across the 



site, near to the supervisorôs hut, before dropping down alongside Royal Meadow 
and out of the Park through the cutting in the southwest corner of the site. 
 
To the north, is the heavily trafficked A45 dual carriageway. This creates 
localised noise intrusion along this boundary and is a physical barrier preventing 
the enrichment of much of the Parkôs biodiversity. Views from the A45 layby, 
emergency vehicle access, provide a wide panorama across the valley to the 
neighbouring landscape of the mixed industrial/housing at the eastern end of 
Wellingborough,  the River Nene floodplain and the open character of the nearby 
farmland. 
 
A number of permissive rights of way criss-cross the Park, many following the 
firebreak rides which were cut through the hill and dale landscape. This part of 
the past management of the Park has shown that it is the structural 
developments and tree management that are the management activities likely to 
have the greatest effect on the landscape character of Irchester Country Park. 
 
 
3.5: Bibliography 
 
To be included at next review 
 
4: CONSERVATION FEATURES 
 
 
4.1: Identification/confirmation of conservation features 
 
 
Feature 1  -  Limestone grassland. 
 
Feature 2  -  The RIGS; the quarry and cliff face with bare rock and bare ground. 
 
Feature 3  -  Woodland rides and glades. 
 
 
5: SERVICES & FACILITIES 
 
 
5.1: Identification/confirmation of services & facilities 
 
Country Parks are by their nature multi-purpose. This biodiversity plan is 
therefore intended to deal only with the wildlife aspects of the Country Park. For 
consideration of other services provided, please see the separate Irchester 
Management Plan document for 2004 ï14. 
 
 
OBJECTIVES, PRESCRIPTIONS and PROJECTS. 
 



 
 
Feature 1 - Limestone grassland. 
 
 
 
Objective 1 - Maintain and enhance limestone grassland in open areas and 
rides. 
 
 
Prescription & Rationale 
 
 
Prescription List 
 
1 - Maintain grassland along ride habitats. 
 
 MH00/1-Manage habitat, woodland/scrub, by coppicing - coppice ride 
edges 
 
The importance of woodland / ride edge as a habitat is well-documented and a 
fair amount of relevant research has been carried out. The value of this edge 
habitat for both invertebrate and vertebrate species is considerably enhanced 
where a varied age structure range is maintained along the ride edges. The other 
significant advantage of this management technique is that it stops over-shading 
and encroachment of the open grassland areas by woody species and therefore 
maintains a broad grassland strip right across the ride width to the woodland 
edge proper. 
 
Carrying out coppicing will provide this broad, open aspect, that is desirable for 
the maintenance of a good grassland habitat along the woodland rides, in that it 
creates a varied age structure and provides a rotational management tool that 
can be planned into the annual work-plan in successional stages. It will introduce 
a valuable element of diversity of ride-edge vegetation heights. 
 
Aim to coppice at least 50 metres of the edge of one side of a woodland ride in 
any one season; before either leap-frogging along for a gap of 50 metres and 
coppicing again on the same side in the next year, or else coppicing the section 
on the opposite side of the ride. The coppice cycle should be instigated on a 7-
year rotational basis. 
 
The retention of both standing and lying deadwood within the woodland areas is 
essential for a wide range of invertebrate species. Both of these types of 
deadwood provide useful habitat. However, particularly with deadwood left 
standing, Health & Safety concerns need to be carefully considered on such a 
publicly-used site as this. As a general rule, standing deadwood should only be 
retained if it lies more than one full tree lengthôs from the nearest footpath. All 
suitable by-products from the coppicing operations should be cleared-off the 



surface of the grassland in the ride and piled-up within the woodland fringe close 
to the ride edge in order to create habitat enhancements either in the form of 
discrete habitat piles, or hibernaculums, or else as a line of dead hedging. 
 
Rather than coppicing to simply create a óstraight-lineô edge to the ride, try to 
carry out the coppicing activity so as to achieve a scalloped-edge effect to the 
margins of the ride. This will further enhance its biodiversity value. Aim to widen 
and manage the rides in order to obtain an open grassland area of approximately 
20 metres on average across the width of the ride along its length. 
    

 
 
 MH12/1-Manage habitat, grassland, by mowing - mow grassland in 
autumn 
 
The open grassland areas along the rides should be considered just as a form of 
meadow area really and treated accordingly in terms of their on-going 
management in that they should be given a traditional hay cut once a year. This 
hay cut should take place in the Autumn time and all of the resulting arisings 
should be removed as rapidly as possible to prevent nutrient leaching back in to 
the soil. The cutting operation, and its associated removal of arisings, should 
ideally be carried out before the early part of September, in a typical year, if at all 
possible since the mechanical equipment normally used can cause significant 
damage if trafficked over water-logged soils. 
 
In order to reduce the potential competition from ruderal plant species, and to 
promote and encourage the flourishing of a rich limestone grassland flora, the 
mowing regime described above will need to be done on a regular, annual basis. 

 
 
 
2 - Maintain grassland/scrub mosaic to favour Limestone grassland. 
 
 MH07/1-Manage habitat, woodland/scrub, by scrub control - scallop 
edges of scrub blocks to encourage spread of grassland 
 
Although the scrub / grassland margin could in fact be maintained naturally ï by 
allowing young scrub to develop out in to the open areas of grassland ï this 
would, of course, lead to the eventual overall reduction of the total grassland 
content of the site. It is therefore proposed that the margins are scalloped instead 
where this can be practically and safely achieved. 
 
Maintaining and positively managing a scrub / grassland edge effect is very 
important on a number of counts. Firstly, it allows for the development of a 
woodland-edge type of flora. Secondly, it also, in turn, provides for a useful 
scrub-edge food source for a wide range of invertebrates. In addition, it also has 
the advantage that it allows for the rotational re-growth of the scrub vegetation in 
the zone of management, thus providing a varied age structure to this part of the 



scrub which would otherwise be lacking in an even-aged stand in other 
circumstances. 
 
The theory of scalloping, cutting curved swathes in to the edges of the blocks of 
scrub, is that it should allow both the woodland-edge type of flora and the open 
grassland flora to develop whilst retaining shelter for the invertebrates which feed 
on such plants. 
 
Such scalloping should be carried out on a regular, fairly long-term, basis and so, 
as for the coppicing of the ride edges, a 7-year rotational cycle is proposed. 
   

 
 
 MH10/1-Manage habitat, grassland, by controlled grazing - initiate 
grazing management 

 
The best and most continuous areas of limestone grassland should be fenced-off 
and appropriate livestock introduced to manage them by grazing. 
 
A regime of grazing should be introduced in to the quarry area and to the area of 
scrub grassland that lies to the south of the visitor centre. 
 
Seasonal grazing using sheep during the Winter period, October to March, will 
prevent vegetation build-up; thereby arresting the process of natural succession. 
However, this management technique still allows the desired native plants to 
flower and to set seed. This is also the time period when grazing will inflict the 
least damage to any inherent invertebrate interest on these areas as most of 
these creatures will either be in their dormant phases or else underground. 
 
For limestone grassland habitats, this grazing is best done at an annual stocking 
rate of 0.5 Livestock Units / hectare / year. Alternatively, looking at this 
prescription from another perspective, the grazing each year should achieve an 
average sward height of 5 to 10 cms at the end of the grazing season over the 
majority of the grazed area. Overgrazing and undergrazing should be avoided as 
either activity can lead to the loss of nature conservation interest.  

 
With regard to the parts of the site that have a high proportion of bare ground, 
especially in the quarry, numbers of livestock and the duration of grazing will both 
need to be carefully controlled in order to retain the combination of bare, open 
ground and grassland. 
 
Such grazing done during the Winter period also has the advantage that it will 
avoid the unnecessary disturbance to any ground-nesting birds, such as 
skylarks, for example, that may be present in the grassland areas. 
 
 
 



MH12/2-Manage habitat, grassland, by mowing - manage ungrazed 
grasslands 
 
In situations where the grassland habitat management cannot be undertaken by 
means of grazing, for whatever reasons, - as could well be the case along the 
woodland edge areas, for example ï the following alternative management 
approach should be employed instead.  
 
These grassland areas should be strimmed in the late Summer period ( and 
certainly not before the mid- to late July timeframe ) and the resultant cuttings 
removed. This strimming should be carried out within small areas, ideally of 5 m 
by 5 m in size, and executed in a chequered pattern; so that some squares are 
cut whilst others are left uncut. Alternate the sequence of these cut square areas 
so that each 5 m by 5 m zone is cut every second year only. 
 
The intention behind doing the strimming operation at this time of the year is to 
allow the flowering herbs to set seed before the management input is applied. 
Overall, however, this management alternative is less efficient at promoting a 
herb-rich grassland area when compared to the grazing option. 
 
 
 
 MH14/1-Manage habitat, grassland, by scrub control - remove 
established scrub overlying grassland 

 
This management prescription relates to both the woodland edge areas and to 
the area of scrub grassland that lies to the south of the visitor centre. 
 
The need is to fell, and remove clear away for disposal elsewhere, all scrub, 
which is growing over an underlying grassland interest, where either the 
vegetation is over 1 m tall or else has a basal diameter in excess of 2 cms. 
 
The stumps that are left following felling should be treated with glyphosate to 
restrict re-growth. The cut material should be removed for burning to an 
identified, separate sacrificial area that has been previously established as 
having a low biodiversity value. Alternatively, if appropriate, the cut material can 
be cleared-off the surface of the grassland and piled-up within a nearby scrub or 
woodland fringe in order to create habitat enhancements either in the form of 
discrete habitat piles, or hibernaculums, or else as a line of dead hedging. 
 
Once the initial removal of this scrub has taken place, as required here, then the 
grasslands areas and margins should be kept free of scrub in the future by the 
grazing and/or strimming activities outlined elsewhere above.   
 
The issue of similar management in the quarry area will be dealt with in the 
section addressing the Feature of the RIGS and the bare ground assets. 

 
 



 
 MH14/2-Manage habitat, grassland, by scrub control - manage areas 
of mature scrub 
 
Where there are discrete blocks of much more mature scrub dotted as óislandsô 
through the areas of grassland, the management approach will require to be 
different from that described immediately above. 
 
It is suggested that in these locations, the scrub is coppiced in small coups on a 
long-term basis. Coppicing should be carried out ideally in rotational 
compartments of about 20 square metres. 
 
An alternative to coppicing would be to lay the scrub instead. This removes the 
requirement of dealing with the coppiced material and also has the added benefit 
of providing a good, dense habitat for birds, as it is and as it re-grows from the 
layed state, and of covering the layed stumps thereby limiting the potential for 
deer browsing pressure on the re-growth.  
 
 
3 - Survey and Map extent of wildlife rich areas within woodland. 
 
 RF22/1-Collect data, other vascular plants, survey - map rich wildlife 
areas within woodland and rides 
 
A qualified ecological surveyor should be commissioned to undertake a 
comprehensive project to survey, record, map and report on the quality habitat 
areas within the woodland cover, including the woodland ride areas and any 
other features such as glades, etc., in order to provide an up-to-date and 
informed picture of the true nature of the limestone grassland habitat on the site. 
 
In addition, the woodland flora itself should also be surveyed and recorded and 
notes made about the woodland structure and composition. These two related 
pieces of work will allow future management decisions to be better-informed and 
will also provide for a meaningful monitoring regime to be established when 
repeated episodes of the surveying effort are carried out in the years ahead. 
 
Where a pond is known to be present in a glade or other open grassland area, 
the most appropriate management approach in these situations would be to 
leave approximately half of the surrounding vegetation uncut during any one 
management operation in order to encourage some degree of shading ï 
although, ideally, the proportion of the nearby vegetation cover that is removed is 
dependent upon the size of the pond in plan view and the height of the encircling 
shrubs and trees. If the pond is in fact already surrounded by a ring of very 
mature vegetation, then it may in fact be a better approach to adopt to consider 
cutting only about a half of it in any one year and waiting to cut the remaining 
portion until it is judged that replacement shade has been provided by the re-
growth from the previous phase of clearance.  
 



 
Feature 2 ï The RIGS; the quarry and cliff face with bare rock and bare 
ground. 
 
 
Objective 2 - Maintain areas of bare ground associated with cliff face and 
within grassland. 
 
 
 
Prescription & Rationale 
 
 
Prescription List 
 
1 - Carry out extensive scrub clearance within quarry. 
 
 MH10/1-Manage habitat, grassland, by controlled grazing - initiate 
grazing management 
 
The limestone grassland in the quarry area should be fenced-off and appropriate 
livestock introduced to manage it by grazing. 
 
A regime of grazing should thus be introduced in to the quarry areaôs grasslands 
in order to begin to knock-back existing scrub coverage and also to prevent 
further large-scale scrub encroachment in the future. 
 
Seasonal grazing using sheep during the Winter period, October to March, will 
prevent vegetation build-up in the grassland itself and will keep the scrub cover in 
check; thereby arresting the process of natural succession. However, this 
management technique still allows the desired native plants to flower and to set 
seed. This is also the time period when grazing will inflict the least damage to 
any inherent invertebrate interest on these areas as most of these creatures will 
either be in their dormant phases or else underground. 
 
For limestone grassland habitats, this grazing is best done at an annual stocking 
rate of 0.5 Livestock Units / hectare / year. Alternatively, looking at this 
prescription from another perspective, the grazing each year should achieve an 
average sward height of 5 to 10 cms at the end of the grazing season over the 
majority of the grazed area. Overgrazing and undergrazing should be avoided as 
either activity can lead to the loss of nature conservation interest. 
 
Since the ideal situation here in the quarry is to try to achieve a condition with a 
high proportion of bare ground, numbers of livestock and the duration of grazing 
will both need to be carefully controlled in order to create and manage the bare 
ground component. 
 



Such grazing done during the Winter period also has the advantage that it will 
avoid the unnecessary disturbance to any ground-nesting birds, such as 
skylarks, for example, that may be present in the grassland areas. 
 
 
 MH14/1-Manage habitat, grassland, by scrub control - remove 
established scrub overlying grassland 
 
The need is to fell, and remove clear away for disposal elsewhere, all scrub, 
which is growing over an underlying grassland interest, where either the 
vegetation is over 1 m tall or else has a basal diameter in excess of 2 cms. 
 
Furthermore, all scrub and other vegetation covering the cliff face of the rock 
exposure along the old quarry wall should also be removed, as above.  
 
The stumps that are left following felling should be treated with glyphosate to 
restrict re-growth. The cut material should be removed for burning to an 
identified, separate sacrificial area that has been previously established as 
having a low biodiversity value. Alternatively, if appropriate, the cut material can 
be cleared-off the surface of the grassland and bare rock and piled-up within a 
nearby, retained, scrub or woodland fringe in order to create habitat 
enhancements either in the form of discrete habitat piles, or hibernaculums, or 
else as a line of dead hedging. 
 
Once the initial removal of this scrub has taken place, as required here, then the 
grasslands areas and margins should be kept free of scrub in the future by the 
grazing and/or strimming activities outlined elsewhere above.   

 
 

 
2 - Develop fringe of dense scrub at quarry edge for safety reasons. 
 
 MH00/3-Manage habitat, woodland/scrub, by coppicing - layer scrub 
to encourage dense growth 
 
 

 
 
 MH03/1-Manage habitat, woodland/scrub, by assisting natural 
regeneration - encourage scrub growth in gaps 

 
 
 ME01/1-Boundary structures - maintain fencing along quarry top 
A length of, industry-standard, stock fencing, in addition to a complementary line 
of appropriate safety fencing ( for the marshalling and protection of the general 
public ), should be installed along all relevant edges to the quarry feature. It 
should also incorporate secured access points as necessary. This fence line 



should be inspected on a regular basis and repaired and/or maintained as 
required.  
 
 
Feature 3 - Woodland rides and Glades 
 
 
Objective 3 - Maintain and enhance all woodland rides. 
 
Prescription & Rationale 
 
 
Prescription List 
 
1 - Survey and Map extent of wildlife rich areas of woodland. 
 
 RF22/1-Collect data, other vascular plants, survey - map rich wildlife 
areas within woodland and rides 

 
qualified surveyor  
map quality habitats within woodland 
limestone 
woodland flora and structure 
ponds, leave half uncut depending on size of pond and height of 
surrounding vegetation to encourage some shading. May be better if 
surrounded by mature to cut half one year the rest once other shade 
provided by re-growth of scrub. 

 
 
2 - Manage rides to create scalloped and graded edges. 
 
 MH00/1-Manage habitat, woodland/scrub, by coppicing - coppice ride 
edges 

 
 
 MH02/1-Manage habitat, woodland/scrub, by thinning/group felling - 
thin trees at ride edges 

aim to achieve rides of at least 20m width ie twice height of trees.  
Bear in mind that the grassland is the interesting feature therefore wider 
rides would be more appropriate. 
Concentrate on species rich and east west rides first. 
 
Thin trees, initially to 80% and then 3-5 years later to 99%. Ie leave a few 
feature trees. 
 
Carry out by scalloping staggered 2 x 50m sections (one each side of ride) 
in every 200m. 

 



 MH12/1-Manage habitat, grassland, by mowing - mow grassland in 
autumn 

 
 
 
3 - Manage existing glades. 
 
 MH00/4-Manage habitat, woodland/scrub, by coppicing - coppice 
glade/woodland edge on 8 year rotation 

 
 
 MH02/2-Manage habitat, woodland/scrub, by thinning/group felling - 
thin woodland at glade edges 

see ride edge thinning 
 
 MH04/1-Manage habitat, woodland/scrub, by ride/path/glade 
maintenance - coppice centre of glades on 5 year rotation 

 
 
 
4 - Gradually thin woodland to encourage diversity in structure and 
species. 
 
 RF22/1-Collect data, other vascular plants, survey - map rich wildlife 
areas within woodland and rides 

 
qualified surveyor  
map quality habitats within woodland 
limestone 
woodland flora and structure 
ponds, leave half uncut depending on size of pond and height of 
surrounding vegetation to encourage some shading. May be better if 
surrounded by mature to cut half one year the rest once other shade 
provided by re-growth of scrub. 

 
 MH02/3-Manage habitat, woodland/scrub, by thinning/group felling - 
thin woodland blocks with existing interest 

 
 
 MH02/4-Manage habitat, woodland/scrub, by thinning/group felling - 
thin woodland blocks adjacent to wildlife rich areas 

locate following mapping to concentrate work within or surrounding 
species rich areas. 
 
70-80% removal initially to maintain continuous canopy woodland 
cut timber removed to edges, ideally brash should be burnt. 

 



 



 



 



 


