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1.0 INTRODUCTION, BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT
1.1 Summary of management plan
The purpose of this document is to provide a framework for the

future management and maintenance of Irchester Country Par K,
Northamptonshire from 2004 to 2014. The plan is a statement of °

Northamptonshire County Council 6s
Irchester Country Park continues to provide the highest quality
services possible to the citizimmds of
to:
e Set out the vision for the development and principles for .

the management of Irchester Country Park as part of the
corporate Golden Thread for delivering services better to
customers;

e Ensure that the needs of conservation and recreation are
balanced and that the management methods and
development proposals identified are appropriate and
represent both best practice and best value in country
park and local authority management;

e Be adocument that the local community and stakeholders
have contribute d their ideas and aspirations for the future
of their country park;

e Act as a master reference document and to sign post staff
and site managers to key information;
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Demonstrate quality management to award bodies, grant
agencies, funding bodies and potential sponsors.

1.2 Format
The format of the  manageme nt plan provides the
following information:

A backgroun d and context to the park including the site

t hat

of strengths,

weaknesses, opportunities and threats;

An as sessment of long -term objectives and  future
management needs for the park;

The format, style and narrative of the plan are

deliberately focused and concise in order to facilitate
supporting documentation for Green Flag Award
submis sions and as a manag ement tool for Council
Officers.



1.3 Target audience and usage

The management plan is an agreed action plan for change and
continuous improvement within Irchester Country Park. Itis a
working document  that is aimed at Officers of Northamptonshire
County Council, park users and the local community.

The plan will act as a definitive reference to key information
regarding the park. ~ The Country Park Officer responsible for
Irchester and Sywell Country Pa rks will be directly responsible
for the delivery of this plan.

The plan will be reviewed annually by the management team and
fundamentally reviewed in the fifth year. See section 14.0.

2.0 VISION
The County Council has an overall vision for Country Par ks
throughout Northamptonshire and endeavours:

c To help create a cleaner and greener county and a healthier,
more active and independent life for adults, through ensuring

the provision of attractive, accessible and well managed
Country Par ks, public open spaces and the Pocket Parks
scheme;

c To encourage a greater understanding and enjoyment of the
countyds natural and peouvdngur al
environmental activities for schools and groups, information

and interpretationa  nd throug h a programme of  public events;
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¢ To promote equal access to countryside recreation through
applying best practice in countryside access for all;

¢ To promote active citizenship by providing opportunities

for countryside vo lunteering in Country Parks and by
facilitating the Pocket Park Scheme.

Irchester Country Park is a special place and contributes in many
ways to the overall vision for the wider service. The shared vision
for Irchester Country Park is:

7
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we |l | managed Country

heritage by

Par k.
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2.1 Aims of the park

Based upon wider strategic ambitions, public consult ation and
stakeholder liaison, the following aims have been developed to 7. To ensure the highest standard of service through
reflect the future needs of Irchester Country Park: effective and viable resource manage ment without

detriment to the other aims for the Country Park.

To continue to provide a safe and secure park for all users

1. To actively engage, promote and enable community
participa tion and involvement for all levels of ability.

2. To continue to provide a venue for a range educational
and cultural events for all members of the community.

3. To raise the profile of the park by maximising marketing
opportunities.

4. To provide a healthy, welcoming and well maintained
country park for all visitors and members of the local
community

5. To advoca te and demonstrate  sustainable environmental
management.

6. To protect, conserve and promote the special biodiversity,
landscape and heritage value of the country park
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3.0 SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

Irchester Country Park lies along the limestone valley slope
above the Nene floodplain. The area is characterised by gently
undulating, productive farmland that shelves gently to the River
Nene.

Onthelowerslope s | ies the country park.
industrial past that now dominates

subject to quarrying for limestone and then, later, iron ore. This
was followed by afforestation across much of the site.

Views into the park from th e surrounding roads - including the

adjacent, busy A45 dual carriageway - give an impression of
mature woodland, dominated by Scots Pine and European Larch.
It is only upon entering the park that the complex mixture of
undulating landform, open quarry, rec reational facilities and
diverse habitats become apparent

The grid reference is SP 910660, Ordnance Survey 1:50,000
Landranger Series, sheet 152

3.1 Location & park boundaries
Irchester Country Park is located off the A509, on the B570 Little
Irchester to Irchester road, South - East of Wellingborough.

3.2 Tenure, leases and covenants
Irchester Country Park is owned by Northamptonshire County
Council and was opened in 1971.
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3.3 Designations
The entire site was designated in 1971 as a Country Park in

accordance with section 7 of the Countryside Act 1968 The entire

site is designated as land open to the public under the Dogs
(Fouling of Land) Act 1996.

The woodlands are designated as a Local Wildlife Site in the 1999
Wellingborough Local Plan; this is a non -statutory designa

plahning JuRlander € a 0's

the parkdéds | andscape; it was
The park has a number of specific byelaws established in 1972

under Section 31 of the Countryside Act 1968

3.4 Public rights of way and access agreements
The Nene Way footpath no longer passes directly through the
park.

The only public footpath runs from the A45 layby in a ESE
direction to the NE corner steps.

The park owns the access road from the A45 adjoining poplar
barn but Whitworth Bros Ltd (owners of the barn and adjacent

field) have the right eebdaoftésstthei

3.5 Relationship to Surrounding Area

Irchester Country Park is one of a series of countryside and
heritage destinations in Northamptonshire. For the Northampton
and Wellingborough area, it is estimated that there are some 8
million countrys ide trips of which 2.3 million are tourism day
trips. The low number of tourigt day trips to Irchester Country
Park (7% in 2005 visitor survey 3% in 2004, 0% in 2003, 2% in

r
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2002) reflects the tourism sector which i s only equivalent to
around 2% of the total leisure day visit market in the County
The far greater market is the estimated 69 million leisure day
trips from home generated in Northamptonshire 2,

4.0 PHYSICAL INFORMATION

4.1 Size
81 hectares (200 acres)

4.2 Habitat Zones
Irchester Country Park consists of the following habitat types

Area
Habitat ha
Grassland 4
Woodland 54
Open Water 5
Open Quarry 1

1 Country Parks Development Study. 2002. WS Atkins Planning
Consultants

2 Country Parks Developme nt Study. 2002. WS Atkins Planning
Consultants
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4.3 Topography and Landscape

Due to the site being created on an old ironstone quarry a "hills
and Dales" landscape exists, where areas have been worked and
back -filled. The last quarry face still exists as well as an old
railway gullet. Further information can be found in section 13.1
Landscape Character

4.4 Geology and soils
b . .. The Country Park has been created on

“ the site of an old sandstone/ironstone
guarry. The iron ore bed, which was up

Great Oolite Limestone | to 7 metre s thick in places, underlies a

. succession of sands, clays and limestone

amounting at a depth of about 16

metres. These strata are all of a Jurassic

age, being laid down about 150M years
ago.

Below the subsoil in places there is also
ar fes | an overlying boulder ¢ lay, a glacial

~ | deposit formed within the last million

: years.

%ﬁf_Northarﬁ?fSn Sand
* - with.Ironstone 2
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4.5 Climate

Climatologically the county is amongst the driest in the United
Kingdom with an average of rainfall of 6 30mm recorded. Despite
the low rainfall, localised flooding is common place. The

impervious Lias clays which form the basis of the relief and the

high frequency of summer convectional rainfall result in swift

saturation of the soil and rapid run - off.

4.6 Hydrology
The River N ene runs along the valley below
dividing the park from the town of Wellingborough.

the Country Park,

Several seasonal ponds exist on the site.

A spring rises at the head of back leats and flows south
the A45 boundary

-north to
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5.0 BIOLOGICAL INFORMATION

5. 1 Habitats/communities

The habitats of significance to wildlife are summarized below.
These are taken from the biodiversity (habitat) management.
This plan explains the important scientific and ecological
contribution the site
and sets out a number of prescriptions for future management.
The objectives and prescriptions have been reflected in this
management plan and annual action plan. The full version is held
on-file in the rangersé office.

5.1.1 Meadows

Due to the heavy visitor pressure the site undergoes the meadow
areas adjacent to the country park shop are managed as amenity
grasslands and are occasionally used as overflow parking areas.
This means they are mown on a qualitative basis during the
summer months Therefore they are not very botanically diverse
although since 2002 the headlands in Rookery meadow and the
one at the eastern end of Royal meadow have been extended to
an average of 10 metres deep. This is mainly for the

invertebrate interest of the site but should also improve the
botanical diversity.

There are also areas of grassland on the slopes of the Quarry

gullet, known as Wembley Pit, which runs to the south -east of
the site. The species occurring abundantly include Linum

catharticum, Lotu s corniculatus, Agrimonia eupatoria, Tussilago
farfara, Pilosella officinalis and Erigeron acer. Other species

occurring include Inula conyza, Cirsium eriophorum, Dipsacus

ma k e eal divassityt h e
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fullonum, Geranium dissectum, Clrsium a rvensis, Conyza The first management plan, carried out over five years, 1976 to

canadensis and the county rarity Carlina vulgaris. 1981, mainly concent  rated on thinning to improve the Larch and
Pine. The second and third plans concentrated mainly on clear

5.1.2 Scrub felling small areas where the woodland had been too neglected

The scrub areas were planted during the early 1980's and to make any improvements. These areas were replanted with

presently have had little or no management. The area known as broadleaves, predominantly O  ak and Ash and included a small

the Headlands contains a mosaic of maturing Hawthorn / number of Wild Cherry, Small Leafed Lime, Hazel and Beech.

Blackthorn scrub and open grassland areas.
The current plan, due to expire early 2005, consists of selective

Scrub is a valuable habitat in its own right, providing food and felling within small compartments in order to improve the

shelter for a variety of animals, however, if scrub is allowed to biodiversity and recreational aspects of the site. The principles
extend into the grasslands then the important for management of the woodlands now are:
balance between these two habitats will be

broken. ¢ Provide space for informal countryside

recreation activities
e Create a oO0facilitydé for envir
education and lifelong learning
e Conserve and improve the biodiversity of
the s ite (and surrounding areas by
default)
e Provide timber for processing within the
sitebs workshop (and associ at
products)

5.1.3 Woodlands

The woodlands cover an area of 54ha
predominantly made up of European Larch and
Scots Pine planted in uniform rows, with some
broadleaved tree species such as Alder, Poplar
and Ash. These were mostly planted between
1932 an d 1942 as quarrying operations came
to a close with the intent for commercial
interest after the quarrying had ceased.

The policy is to replant in a sympathetic way, taking all woodland

Operational management of the woodlands was neglected until principles into consideration, to create predominantly broa dleaf
the County Council aquired the site and commenced a woodland woodland which retains enough conifer to ensure the long -term
management plan  in 1976. By this time the majority of the survival of the biodiversity associated with this historical make up
plantations were already suffering from not being thinned (Pine of the woodlands.

and Larch are light demanders and require regular thinning).
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