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IL. Introduction, background and context|

1.1 Summary of management plan

The purpose of this document is to provide a framework for the
future management and maintenance of Sywell Country Park,
Northamptonshire from 2007 to 2017. The plan is a statement of

Nort hamptonshire County Council 6s comr?l me n 0 % ng h a .
. . . . ogether a wide range of issues and Information in one readily
Sywell Country Park continues to provide the highest quality available docyment. and where applicable, aims to_act as a
services possi bl e t o t he citizenos, o# ortAah %ﬁ?grps%ﬁre.. aﬂ.% ai
to: 6 s I g n p atertnbdre Betaited documents /policies which can
' be investigated by those concerned
Set out the vision for the development and principles for the
management of Sywell Country Park as part of the corporate 1.2 Format

This management plan builds upon previous documents and
Brings together a number of disparate plans for the park. The
ten-year management plan is not a stand-alone document and
should be read in conjunction with other relevant policies and
documentation. The manar?)%mder}t Plan, doets, Ipoglmtaver bring

Golden Thread for delivering services better to customers;

Ensure that the needs of conservation and recreation are
balanced and that the management methods and development
proposals identified are appropriate and represent both best
practice and best value in country park and local authority
management;

policy review;
A positiam rstatement and assessment of strengths

. for the park;
Be a document that the local community and stakeholders P

have contributed their ideas and aspirations for the future

. The format, style and narrative of the plan are deliberately focused and
of their country park;

concise in order to facilitate supporting documentation for Green

Act as a master reference document and to signpost staff and

. . . Northamptonshire County Council recognises the recent developments
site managers to key information;

within the Green Flag Award application process and the format of this

. : lan is designed to reflect these amendments.
Demonstrate quality management to award bodies, grant P 9

agencies, funding bodies and potential sponsors.

The format of the management plan provides the following information:

A background and context to the park including the site history and a

and weaknesses based around the Green Flag Award judging criteria;
asséssment of long-term objectives and future management needs

Flag Award submissions and as a management tool for Council Officers.

wi t h
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1.3 Target audience and usage

The management plan is an agreed action plan for change and
continuous improvement wit hin Sywell Country  Park. Itis a
working document that is aimed at Officers of Northamptonshire
Count y Council, park users and the local community.

The plan will act as a definitive reference to key information
regarding the park. The Country Park Officer responsible for

Irchesterand Sywell Country Parks will be directly  responsible for
the delivery of  this plan.

The plan will be reviewed annually by the management team and
fundamentally reviewed in the fifth year. See section 29.0.

2.0 Vision
The County Council has an overall vision for Country
throughout Northamptonshire and endeavours:

Parks

C To help create a cleaner and greener county and a healthier,
more active and independent life for adults, through ensuring
the provision of attractive, accessible and well managed
Country Parks, public open spaces and the Poc ket Parks
scheme;

c To encourage a greater understanding and enjoyment of the
countydés natural and pravidingur al
environmental activities for schools and groups, information

S

and interpretation and through a progr amme of public events;
c To promote equal access to countryside recreation through
applying best practice in countryside access for all;

¢ To promote active citizenship
countryside volunteering in
the Pocket Park Scheme.

by providing opportunities
Country Parks and by facilitating

Sywell Country Park is a special place and contributes in many
ways to the overall vision for the wider service. The shared vision
for Sywell Country Park is:

60To pr oV iaccessible malth
functional country park, which
celebrates and brings together

landscape, heritage, biodiversity and

heritage by

for
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6. To develop the full recrea  tional and educational
[ 3.0 Aims | potential of the Country Park without detriment to its
essential landscape character and biodiversity;

Based upon wider strategic ambitions, public consultation and
stakeholder liaison, the following aims have been developed to
reflect the future needs of Sywell Country Park: 7. To actively, engage, promote and enable community
participation and involvement for all levels of interest
and ability;
1. To provide an accessible, welcoming and informative
experienc e for all visitors and members of the local
community; 8. To continue to provide a venue for a range educational
and cultura | events for all members of the community;
2. To provide a healthy, safe and secure park for all
users: 9. To raise the profile of the park by maximising
marketing opportunities;
3. To prov ide an attractive country park, which achieves
a consistently high standard of maintenance and 10. To ensure the highest standard of service through
cleanliness; effective and viable resource management without

detriment to the other ai ms for the Country Park.

4. To advocate and demonstrate sustainable environmental

management;
5. To protect, conserve and promote the special
biodiversity, landscape and heritage value of the

country park;



Sywell Country Park Management Plan 2007 -2017 vl

| 4.0 Site name |

Historically, the  Country Park outlined in Figurel. has been
known by either Sywell Reservoir or Sywell Country Park. For
convention throughout the management plan the park is known as
Sywell Country Park.

| 5.0 Location & size |

Northamptonshire lies close to the centre of England . It is
essentially rural although it lies between London and the West
Midlands conurbation. Northamp  tonshire hasa popul ation of
around 630,000. Of these, 4.9% are from ethnic minorities
compared to 9.1% i n England as a whole (Office of National
Statistics 2001 Census).

The main towns are Northampton, Kettering, Wellingborough and
Corby. A Ithough in recent years the important footwear industry

has declined, the economy of the county hasthrived dueto its
proximityto  London and the South East. The good roads and
infrastructure in the county means it has become an important
centre for the distribution trade. The county town is Northampton ,
home of the County Council, and the county is divided into seven
districts.

Two thirds of resiténtsliveirothe major tovens of
Northampton, Wellingborough, Kettering, Corby, Daventry, Rushden,
Towcester and Brackley, while the other third live in more rural areas.
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Sywell Reservoir is situated between Northampton and
Wellingborough, due North of Ecton Village.

The total area of the site is 143 acres (58 ha), of which 68 acres (28
ha) is open water. The lake was formed when two valleys were
flooded by the damming of the Sywell Brook and Mears Ashby

Bottom Brook.

Access to the site is from Washb rook Lane, which is very narrow
for two -way traffic. There is also a (locked) farm gate access at
the northern end, which has been used by the grazier. There are

no public rights of way crossing or entering the park, although at
present some de fac to access occurs from the northern end.

The address is:  Sywell Country Park , Washbrook Lane, Ecton,
Northants, NN6 0QX.

The grid referenceis SP 832654, Ordnance  Survey 1:50,000
Landranger Series, sheet 152
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[ 6.0 Site description

6.1 Overview

Sywell Country Park is without question an excellent resource
catering for a wide range of sometimes conflicting dema nds.
During the course of the next ten years, the management team
will need to build on the key assets and address a series of key
challenges.

Sywell Country  Park is one of five Country Parks within
Northamptonshire owned and managed by Northamptonshire 6 s
County Council é6s Countryside Servi
The site is roughly divided into two areas, the reservoir and the
area below the reservoir.

The latter contains the main all weather and seasonal parking
areas, as well as the buildings/structures associated with its
heritage as a water works. The three old water filtration beds
have been converted to a
and butterfly garden. In addition there is an arboretum where
people can walk or picnic among mature trees, predominantly
coniferous, some of which have identifying labels. Its association
with the entrance buildings allows the management of the layout
to be more formal.

From the arboretum and filter beds, the groun d rises towards the
dam which retains the lake.

The sight and sound of wildfowl on the lake provide some
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animati on to this scene. A path, much of which is accessible to
the disabled, follows the perimeter of the lake. Most of the path
allows uninterrupted views of the lake and its surrounding
landscape, butthe oc  casional tree clump, and the mature
woodland at the North West end of the lake, provide a sense of
enclosure at times. Some landscape components remind the
visitor of the former use of the lake, namely the old valve tower

at the south end of th e lake, and the iron railing at the park
boundary.

The reservoir, which is managed for fishing and wildlife
conservation, forms the focus of the County Park and is surrounded
by areas of woodland and pasture. A network of paths, including
a r oute around the reservaoir, provides opportunities for visitors to
walk, picnic and enjoy the attractive countryside and wildlife of

the area.

6.2 Geology and soils
The geology of Northamptonshire is almost entirely made up of
sedimentary strata per  taining to the Jurassic period (195 to 135

chi | dr enmigon yedr&BP). In Blorteamptonshie, thewliirdssicl i f eystenp o n d

comp rises two series of rocks: Lias clays (of which there are three
divisions - Lower, Middle and Upper) and the Oolitic series

(comprising limestone, ironsto ne and Northampton sands).

6.3 Climate

Climatologically the  county is amongst the driest in the United

Kingdom with an average of rainfall of 630mm recorded.
Despite the low rainfall, localised flooding is common place. The
impervious Lias clays which f  orm the basis of the relief and the
high frequency of summer convectional rainfall result in swift
saturation of the soil and rapid run - off.

11



6.4 Hydrology

The reservoir is mainly fed by a network of field drains from the
surrounding agricultural land, Mears Ashby Bottom Brook
(Eastern arm of t  he reservoir) and Sywell Brook (Western arm).
Also a spring enters the park at the eastern boundary in Silver
Meadow. No plans of the field drain network exist and their low
impact on the management of the park mean that further work

on inspecting/maintaining etc are outside of the planned action

plans.

Water level in the Reservoir is controlled via control structures in

the Valve Tower and an o verflow is located at the western end of

the dam. Water leaving the reservoir continues along Sywell Brook
alonga narrow course close to the western boundary of the site
before passing under Washbrook Lane.

There is a requirement to maintain wate r flow along the Sywell
Brook throughout the year. The compensation water supplied for

down -stream users must not fall below 455,000 litres (200,000
gallons) per day. The overflow is likely to prove sufficient most

of the winter, and extra flow ¢ an be maintained at all times
through the closed pipe to the valve tower (valve 4). The correct

flow should be just over 4,000 gallons/hour on the gauge in the
recording house.

6.5 Flora

Although much of the grassland is relatively species poor and
approximates to MG1 more interesting species have been
recorded the most signifi ~ cant being green winged orchid (Orchis
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morio). Other species of note include  pignut (Conopodium
majus), sweet vernal grass (Anthoxanthum odoratum), | adyo6s
bedstraw (Gal ium verum) and birds foot trefoil (Lotus corniculatus).

Marsh habitats are dominated by reed sweet grass and reedmace

(Typha latifolia) and  also support gypsywort (Locopus eur opaeus),
jointed rush (Juncus  articulatus) and occasional yellow flag (Iris
pseudacorus).

6.6 Fauna

A full list of species known to occur on the site is given in the
Biodiversity Management Plan. The site is best well known for its
bird species especially great crested grebe (Podiceps cristatus),
and common tern  (Sterna hirundo). The area supports good
populations of lapwing (Vanel lus vanellus) and snipe (Gallinago
gallinago) are often recorded. Grasshopper warbler (Locustella
naevia) and kingfisher (Alcedo atthis) have been recorded to
breed on site.

The site has been noted as a potentially important breeding area
for amphibians especially toads (Bufo bufo).

There is a badger (Meles meles) sett located within Spindle End
Meadow and the unimproved grassland is likely to provide a
valuable feeding habitatf  or this species. As they are also
protected by a range of legislation care must be taken whenever
works are undertaken which may impinge on the badgers,
particularly within close range of the sett.

12
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6.8 Context within landscape

From the path on top of the dam, there are extensive views

across the | ake of the park and  the farmland beyond. The

irregular shape of the lake fits well into the landscape, and the
clumps of trees and small woodlands on the lake shore provide

an attractive contrast to the flat plane of the water body. The
farmland beyond, of agricultural fields, hedgerows and
woodlands in a gently rolling landscape, provides a fine
backdrop, and evokes images of naturalistic English landscape

gardens created by those such as Capability Brown.

6.9 Landscape characte r
The local landscape is very varied scenically; comprising small
woodlands, parkland, arable fields with hedgerows, and

grassland. The site lies within the Northamptonshire Vales. The

Countryside Agency identifi es the key characteristics for the

Northampto nshire Vales (Character Area 89) as follows:

c Gentle clay ridges and valleys wi th little woodland and strong
patterns of Tudor and parliamentary enclosure.

c Distinctive river valleys of Welland and Nene with flat
floodplains and gravel terraces.

c Large town of Northampton dominates much of the
landscape.

c Frequent small towns and large villages, often characterised
by red brick buildings.

c Prominent parks and country houses.

c Frequent imposing,  spired churches.

c Attractive stone buildings in ol der village centres and eastern
towns and villages.
c Great diversity of landscape and settlement pattern with

many sub units, e.g. Nene Valley and Welland Valley.

14



6.10 Habitat zones

i o Undisturb ed open water. During the summer the reserv oir will provide
Sywell Country Park is made up of a number of distinct  zones,

: ) e et o breeding opportunities for resident wildfowl. There is also opportunity
Wh'ch display differing characteristics and i Serv e-d|st|nct . to increase the value of the site for wading birds such as snipe and
funcnons. The mar-lagemeAnt f ) th .e 6ha _b iare prés@ribed o n e s redshank. Although breeding opportunities may be limited the site
I .t he siteb6s biodiversity managemen %hmﬁ’dlpl%\/ﬂ:ie \félﬂagle f@e&idge f ha)ﬁitatthroughouttheyear.
described

below: 6.10.4 Areboretum

Managed for its amenity value (and therefore outside of the
scope of the biodiversity management plan) the area below the

dam contains a large number of mature, non -native trees. No
defini tive list of location, age and tree condition exists and
without this information the arboretum is at risk of losing the
original landscape blueprint and species diversity. A separate
arboretum plan is required which also has the potential  to
increase visitor numbers to the park

6.10.1 Marshland

These marshy habitats are relatively uncommoninthe  wider
countryside and will support valuable and int eresting
communities. They are likely to support interesting

invertebrate  assemblages, which will in turn support other

groups. They are also quite vulnerable habitats that are
subjectto scrub encroachment and excessive drying.

6.10.2 Arnott Hill/Hayes/The Holmes/ Spindle
End/Silver/Long Meadows (Unimproved
grassland)

It appears that the grassland surrounding the reservoir has

not been ploughed or tre ated with high doses of fertilisers or
herbicides for a long time. As with other reservoirs in the

county although the grassland does not appear to be species

rich it does support a range of interesting species.

Unimproved grassland of  this kind is becoming increasingly
uncommon within Northamptonshire and will support valuable
invertebrate and small mammal communities. The presence of
some botanical species may suggest that there may be
potential to increase the value of this grassland through
sympathetic management.

6.10.3 Open water

Sywell reservoir is noted as an important refuge both for
wintering and passage birds.  This is especially true for the
wildfowl that are attracted by the large expanse of relatively



7.0 Access

Public access to Sywell Country Park is focused upon two
vehicular a ccesses. Access to the park is 24hrs a day, 365
days of the year.

Provision of car parking for disabled visitors is made
adjacent to the visitor centre and within the top car park.

Cyclists and horse riders are not permitted to use the site
due to their likely impact on the unlaid path network and
potential safety conflicts on blind summits /pinch points
around the reservoir.

The nearest train stationis approximately 14km away in
Northampton  or in 10km away in Wellingboro ugh.

A bus stop is located at Ecton Village approximately  1.3km
from the park. Public buses do not use Washbrook Lane
due to the lack of sufficient passing spaces.

Fishing rights are managed under licence to R oger Thom for the
period June 2006 to May 2009

There are no other leases or agreements in relation to the park.

9.0 Legal factors

8.0 Land tenure

Northamptonshire County Council purchased the area freehold,
whi ch is now Sywell Country Park, in 1983.

Northamptonshire County Council manage the sheep wash and
adjacent marsh und er licence from the Mears Ashby Sheepwash
Charity (c/o Mears Ashby Parish Council)

9.1 Public Rights of Way
There are no public rights of way across the site.

9.2 Covenants

In selling the reservoir fora  nominal £100 the Anglian Water
Authority imposed certain conditions and responsibilities on the
Northamptonshire County Council:

i. The site can only be used for recreation purposes.
ii. If the Council ever wish to dispose of the site, it must first

be of fered, for the same nominal amount, to the Anglian
Water Authority.

iii. Commercial activities allowed on the site must be
consistent with a natural water amenity.

iv. The Water Authority retains the right to use the water
stored int he reservoirintheev  entof emergency.

V. The County Council will be responsible for the maintenance

of the reservoiras suc  h. Work may be necessary following

the 10 yearly dam inspections and the annual
inspections  of the valves and valve tower.

16



In addition to these conditions of sale the Council also takes on
some of the legal responsibilities which were laid down in the
original Act of Parliament.

9.3 Designations

The entire site is designated as a Country Park
Countryside Act. The majority of the site isd
Wildlife Site; this is a non
guidance.

under the 1968
esignated as a Local
- statutory designation for planning

There are no additional designations assigned to the park other
than those identified with the Local Plan.

9.4 Easements and services
There are no easements or way leaves
Sywell Country Park.

for services associated with

9.5 Bylaws and Legislation

The park has anumber ofs  pecific byelaws established in
under Section 31 of the Countryside Act 1968. A copy
held in the rangersé6 office

1987
of this is

In addition, Sywell Country Park is covered by a legislative
framework, which seeks to address and control behaviour and
activities within Country Parks. These issues are actively promoted
and enforced in partnership with the Police, Borough Council of
Wellingborough and other council departments. Some of the main
responsibilities are outlined in Table 1.

Sywell Country Park Management Plan 2007 -2017 vl

Table 1. Legislative framework

Legislation Relevance Responsibly
organisation

The Dogs (Fouling Dog fouling, fines Borough Council  of

of land) Act 1996. and disposal. Wellingborough

Crime and Community safety Police, Borough Council

Disorder Act 1998 e.g. anti social of Wellingborough,
Behaviour and Northamptonshire C.C
0si ghtd.l i n¢and strategic partners

Disability Access and Northamptonshire C.C

Discrimination Act
1995

participation  for
disabled people.

Occupiers Liabl lity
Act

Health & safety  of
visitors.

Northamptonshire C.C

Health & Satety Act

Health & safety of

Northamptonshire C.C

1974 visitors and
workers.
Wildlite _and ~Protection of Police
Countryside Act Wildlife and
1981 habitats
Environmental Citter, fly . tipping Northamptonshire C.C
Protection Act and abandoned
1990 vehicles.
Local Government Best Value Northamptonshire C.C

Acts 1972, 1999
and 2000

Promotion of
economic, social
and environmental
well -being

Reservoirs Act
1975

Maintenance or
water works

Northam ptonshire CC

structures

17




| 10 Demographics

10.1 Introduction

Sywell Country Park is located within the Sywell, Mears Ashby
and Ecton Wards of the admini strative and polit ical boundary
of Borough Council of Wellingborough.

10.2 Population Data

The Borough of Welling  borough, which the park is situated
in, has a population of over 72,000 people living in the town

of Wellingborough and surrounding areas. 9.2% of its population

are ethnic minorities. Itis predicted that the population
growth for Wellingborough will be +11000 by 2016 L
[ 11.0 History

11.1 Pre20 ™ Century

The country park lies in Ecton Valley where, prior to the
construction of ther  eservoir, two streams (Sywell Brook and
Mears Ashby Bottom) met.

The ancient washpit was where for centuries the sheep of the parishes

had been thrust to rid them of ticks and other parasites and to
prepare their wool for shearing.

There was also an uninh  abited water mill with associated cottage
and garden on the sit e of the proposed reservoir. It is thought

1 Northamptonshire Observatory 2006

Sywell Country Park Management Plan 2007 -2017 vl

that the Mill was in existence for nearly 600 years and was
apparently held by the Prior of St Andrews of N orthampton in
1291. The Mill had probably fallen into disuse between 1866 and
1886.

11.220 ™ Century
The need for Sywell Reservoir arose due to the expansion of two

main towns in the area, Higham Ferrers and Rushden. The
population of Higham Ferrer s alm ost doubled between 1881 and
1911 from 1 486 to 2726 inhabitants. The footwear industry
developed into a factory industry taking Rushden from a small
village to one of the chief towns in Northamptonshire. The

increase i n population of the se twotowns meant demand for
water per head exceeded the current supply; they had need of a

regular and sust ainable water supply. The lack of this can be
connected to a serious  epidemic of typhoid in Rushden, traceable
to the use of water from p olluted surface wells in one part of the
town. There was also | ittle chance of coping with outbreaks of
fire in these growing industrial communities with inadequate
force and quantity of water.

The H igham Ferrers and Rushden water board (now p art of
Anglian Water) was formed. This along with the Act of 1902,
which gave power to the Water Board to make a compulsory

purchase of the land required, allowed the construction of Sywell
Reservoir.

The area chosen for the reservoir lay midway between
Northampton and Wellingborough on the boundaries of three
parishes - Sywell, Mears Ashby and Ecton; the brooks which
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were to be damned to form the reservoir were the parish
boundaries. There was a Bill put forward seeking the right to dam
the brooks which fed the ancient washpit.

Despite all these objectio ns The Higham Ferrers and Rushden
Water Bill was duly passed in 1902. An area of 68 acres of
arable, meadow and pasture land from the three great estates
was earmarked for flooding and construction went ahead in
1904.

Sywell Country Park played a significant part in the local supply
of dr inking water during most of the 20th Century. The reservaoir,
now the centrepiece of the park, produced 3.42 Million

000 gallons) of water for the towns of Rushden and
Higham Ferrers per  day.

In 1980 discussion began on the future of the site as a recreation
area, and in 1982 the Anglian Water Authority offered
Northamptonshire County Council the option of buying the

reservo ir for a nominal price of £100. This sale was approved in
October 1982 by the Secretary of State of the Environment, and

the reservoir came into County Council ownership in April 1983
and officially opened in March 1985.

11.3 Recent history

Today, the country park attracts around 200,000 visits each year
and the park staff and volunteers provide these visitors with the
oppor tunity to spend their leisure time in a quality, well -
maintained, biodiversity ~ -rich green space.

Litres (c750
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Withits subsequent conversionto acountry  park, many of the
industrial buildings are now used for other purposes.

12.0 National context

a management plan for Sywell Country Park, it is
political and policy context in

In developing
important to understand the current

which Countryside Managers are operating. These national
stra tegies set out a framework for the future management of
open spaces and help to determine aims and objectives for the

Par kés fut ur e riheylagedhereford been reflected in
this management plan and annual action plan.

The work and policies of the following national organisations
influence the aims and objectives of t he management plan:

Civic Trust  http://www.greenflagaward.org.uk and
http://www.countryparks.org.uk/

Department for Communities & Local Government
www.communities.gov.uk and
http://www.cleanersafergreener.gov.uk/flash/index.html
Department for Culture, Media & Sport
www.culture.gov.uk

Natural England http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ and
http://www.countrysideaccess.gov.uk/

Countryside Recre ation Network
http://www.countrysiderecreation.org.uk/

CABE Space http://www.cabespace.org.uk/index.html
GreenSpace http://www.green  -space.org.uk/
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