NORTHAMPTONSHIRE TRANSPORT STRATEGY FOR GROWTH

BRIEFING NOTE

Over the next 25 years, considerable growth in both housing numbers and employment will take place in Northamptonshire.  This will lead to a significant increase in the numbers of people wishing to travel around the county.  Without intervention, traffic levels on the county’s roads could be expected to double over this period.  
As highway and transport authority, Northamptonshire County Council is developing new transport policies to meet this challenge.  The aim is to work with our key partners to ensure that the issues are tackled in an integrated and sustainable way, and that all the responsible authorities are signed up to a common agenda.  
The Transport Strategy for Growth consists of a number of discrete documents which are individually described in the following note:

· Transport Prioritisation Framework

· Guidance on Creating Lasting Modal Shift

· Town Strategy for Corby

· Town Strategy for Kettering

· Town Strategy for Wellingborough

· Design Guide for Residential Developments

· Public Transport Guidelines for New Developments

The following additional documents still need to be written, but an résumé of the current situation is provided::

· Town Strategy for Daventry

· Town Strategy for Northampton

· Town Strategy for Towcester

The documents are available on-line at http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/Transport/TP/LTP/tsfg.htm 
Transport Prioritisation Framework

The Transport Prioritisation Framework examines how transport impacts on a range of objectives relating to the economy, safer and stronger communities, housing delivery and the environment.  It also addresses the need for the county and individual growth towns to have good connectivity at international, national, regional, sub-regional and local levels.  Starting with a list of 200 possible transport interventions, these were refined and a prioritisation process is used to select those which would contribute to strategic objectives.

The need and deliverability of schemes is also examined.  The recommended list of schemes forms Appendix 1 of the Cabinet Report.  The full report is also available.  A number of schemes remain to be finally determined pending gathering of a more complete evidence base.  This mainly relates to schemes in West Northamptonshire where the traffic modelling work is delayed pending the production of growth options.
Guidance on Creating Lasting Modal Shift

To accommodate growth on the scale proposed in the Sub-Regional Strategy it will be necessary for there to be a substantial reduction in the proportion of trips made by the private car.  The Guidance on Creating Lasting Modal Shift has drawn from best practice both in the UK and abroad to outline how two targets may be achieved.  These are:

· A reduction of 5% in single occupancy car journeys to work from the existing town

· A reduction of 20% in single occupancy car journeys to work from new developments

In summary, the principles involved are:

· To apply the principles of non-car oriented land use planning

· To provide high quality frequent bus services to serve the development

· To design new developments so that all properties are within reasonable walking distance of a bus stop

· To manage parking supply to level the playing field between the car and other travel options

· To provide good pedestrian and cycle linkages both within the development and connecting to the existing surrounding area

· To have robust travel plans for all new developments

· To provide a conveniently located travel choices centre providing advice on and access to alternatives to the car

Town Strategy for Corby

· The road network in Corby is relatively modern and was built in anticipation of a much larger population than has been realised to date.  
· The network can therefore accommodate a significant amount of additional growth without the requirement for major expansion.  
· Some new roads are needed, mainly beyond the boundaries of the existing town, and some junction improvements are also required.

· Sustainable measures will include the walking and cycling improvements and the extension of the successful Corby Star quality bus scheme.  
Town Strategy for Kettering

· The town strategy for Kettering examines alternatives growth locations to the east and west of the town, concluding that the eastern option is the more sustainable in transport terms.  
· The road network could not accommodate all the development proposed in the CSS preferred options within the constraints of the existing highway boundary.  
· The strategy outlines two options which it is thought would enable the development to be accommodated.  
· The capacity of the A14 is a major issue affecting growth both in Kettering and more widely across North Northamptonshire.  The council has been working with partners including the Highways Agency, Department for Transport, Department for Communities and Local Government, North Northants Development Company and the Joint Planning Unit to formulate an agreed solution which should enable growth to take place without impacting on the strategic trunk road network.  

Town Strategy for Wellingborough

· The Wellingborough town strategy identifies a range of improvements to serve development to the north and east of the existing town, including bus priority measures to serve the WEast development and railway station.  
· Changes to the inner ring road would be required to facilitate additional traffic, but would enable an expansion of the town centre.  
Transportation Design Guide for Residential Developments

· The Transportation Design Guide for Residential Developments is intended as advice to developers, highway engineers and planner, architects and urban designers drawing up proposals for residential development in the county.  
· It sets out the councils requirements in terms of road hierarchies, viabilities and gradients, junction design, landscaping, drainage, sustainable development, modal shift, parking, street furniture and speed control.  
Public Transport Guidelines for New Developments

· As part of the Transport Strategy for Growth, new guidance is proposed on how developers should contribute towards improvements in public transport.  
Town Strategy for Daventry

· Work has been ongoing with Daventry District Council to examine the transport implications of a number of growth options for Daventry.  
· This has shown that the level of growth proposed can be accommodated largely by junction improvements, limited road widening and a small amount of new road construction.  
· Public transport, walking and cycling improvements would also be required.  
· There is likely to be a strong case for an A45 bypass at Weedon and Flore.  

· This work is currently in abeyance pending reconsideration of the overall growth figures for West Northamptonshire.  
Town Strategy for Towcester

· The only major site under consideration for housing development in Towcester is to the south-west of the existing built up area.  
· Options relate to the number of dwellings to be constructed.  
· While minor highway works, public transport, walking and cycling improvements will be required the main works required will be an A5 bypass and improvements to junctions on the A43.  
· As such the cost of transport improvements is estimated at £44million. 

· The ability of proposed development to make a major contribution to these costs is likely to be a major factor.
· This work is currently in abeyance pending reconsideration of the overall growth figures for West Northamptonshire.  
Transport Vision for Northampton

· Detailed examination of the transport implications of growth in Northampton currently awaits the outcome of work to define growth options to test.  
· As such it has not been possible to undertake detailed work in the same way as for other towns.

· However, there are a large number of initiatives being pursued In Northampton on which it is necessary for the council as highway and transport authority to take a view. 

· To fill this policy vacuum, a Transport Vision for Northampton has been drawn up to form the basis of consultation with stakeholders and more detailed strategy work once growth options are available to test.  
