NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

RECORD OF DECISION

ALL EXECUTIVE DECISIONS INCLUDING KEY DECISIONS MADE BY THE CABINET, A CABINET COMMITTEE, A CABINET MEMBER, OR A CHIEF OFFICER IN CONSULTATION WITH A CABINET MEMBER WILL BE SUBJECT TO THE COMPLETION OF THIS FORM SIGNED BY THE RELEVANT CABINET MEMBER AND SENT TO PENNY WILLIAMS CABINET OFFICE – COUNTY HALL) WITHIN 24 HOURS OF THE DECISION BEING MADE. AN UNSIGNED ELECTRONIC COPY SHOULD ALSO BE SENT.

	Date Of Decision:
	27th January 2005


	Title:
	Isham Bypass – Report of the consultation on the draft environmental statement


	Is This Decision A “Key Decision”?
	Yes

	Purpose:
	The outcome of this report is that the Environmental Statement for the Bypass will be modified, and a planning application for the new road will be submitted in spring 2005.

	Cabinet Member:
	Councillor Jim Wade


	Decision Maker:
	Councillor Jim Wade


	List Of Consultees:
	Parishioners – Isham / Pythchley / Little Harrowden.
Kettering Borough Council.

Borough Council of Wellingborough.

The Wider Reference Group including Borough & County Councillors, MPs, Town & Parish Councils.

Environment Agency.

Countryside Agency.

English Nature.

English Heritage.

Kettering A6 Towns Forum.

Kettering Environmental Panel.

Wellingborough Area Committee.

Wellingborough Environmental Task Group.

	Results Of Consultation:
	Council


	Particular geographical area



	
	Community of interest


	Electoral division



	Scrutiny Committee Recommendations:
	

	Officer Recommendations:
	The draft Environmental Statement has described and quantified the impacts of constructing the Isham Bypass, and the benefits that will accrue if the bypass is constructed.  The Environmental Statement has confirmed that there are clear benefits within Isham, but, as is invariably the case in building a new road, there are adverse impacts where the road is actually constructed.  The Environmental Statement has described the mitigation measures to reduce adverse impacts.

This non-statutory consultation has been very useful, and has clarified the areas of local concern.   Many people have, understandably, taken the opportunity to press for another route to be built, but no new arguments have been put forward.  NCC officers can see no reason to recommend changing the preferred route. The detailed observations on the route have been particularly valuable, and this report identifies some changes that need to be considered. 

NCC transport officers consider that this scheme is achieving its objectives, and that the adverse impacts are acceptable.  It is therefore recommended that a planning application be submitted, once the suggested detailed changes have been determined by the Head of Sustainable Transport.  The Planning Application is the first step in a statutory process that will be overseen by the County Council’s Head of Sustainable Development.  This process will involve formal consultation with a wide range of organisations, and will result in the Chief Planning Officer submitting a report to the County Council’s Development Control Committee.  This committee will determine the planning application. 

It is also necessary that the administrative process for “classifying” the Isham Bypass route and for re-classifying those sections of the existing A509 through Isham be put in hand through the Government Office for the East Midlands.


	Decision Taken:
	That the Cabinet Member responsible for Transport is requested to agree that:

(i) modifications be made to the  draft Environmental Statement as described in this report;

(ii) a planning application be submitted for the A509 Isham Bypass as soon as possible, and;

(iii)
an application be made to the Government Office for the East Midlands for the new road to be designated a classified road and for those sections of the A509 through Isham to become a C-class (classified unnumbered) road.

	Reasons For Decision:
	

	Alternative Options Considered (Including Reasons For Rejection)
	Please see section 6 of the attached report for information.
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