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Isebrook School 
Eastleigh Road, Kettering, Northamptonshire NN15 6PT 

www.isebrooksen.co.uk 

01536 500030 

Provision Specifications 

 
Type of Provision 

 

Isebrook School is a special secondary academy that caters to 252 pupils aged 11-18 

years with a range of cognition and learning needs. It is part of the Creating Tomorrow 

Multi Academy Trust. Most pupils operate within a range that is below what is expected, 

but above the ‘P scale’ level.  

 

Isebrook School is for pupils whose primary needs are: 

 

 Cognition & Learning Needs - Learning Disabilities 

 

Pupils may also have (as secondary needs): 

 

 Cognition & Learning Needs - Specific Learning Difficulties Such As Dyslexia (SpLD) 

 Communication & Interaction Needs - Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) 

 Communication & Interaction Needs - Speech, Language & Communication Needs (SLCN) 

 Social, Emotional & Mental Health (SEMH) Needs - Attachment Disorder 

 Social, Emotional & Mental Health (SEMH) Needs - ADHD 

 Social, Emotional & Mental Health (SEMH) Needs - Challenging Behaviour 

 

Isebrook School has developed an additional onsite provision, which it plans to move to 

the town centre in 2022. This ‘connected provision’ specialises in cognition and learning 

with a focus on Social, Emotional and Mental Health needs (SEMH) and ASD. It offers a 
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bespoke curriculum that focuses on the development of social and emotional skills in 

order to help pupils become ‘ready for learning.’ The connected provision currently has 22 

students on roll, and plans to increase that to 25 after the move.  

 

Admission Criteria and Arrangements 

 

 All pupils will have an Education Health and Care (EHC) Plan. The Local Authority 

will have identified their needs as requiring placement at Isebrook School. 

 

 The Local Authority will determine admission to the school. It will consider parental 

preference and consult with the governing body and headteacher. It will follow the 

Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice: 0 to 25 Years (2015). 

 

 Placements are made throughout the year, although most occur at the start of the 

academic year. 

 

 Staff will liaise with any previous or future education settings to enable a smooth 

transition. 

 

School Characteristics 

 

Isebrook School believes that people learn in different ways. They recognise the need to 

develop specific strategies that allow all pupils to learn in ways that best suit them. The 

main styles recognised are linguistics, logical/mathematical, kinaesthetic, visual/spatial, 

musical, interpersonal/group working, and interpersonal/reflective. The school takes into 

account these forms of intelligence when planning teaching approaches.  

 

The school provides opportunities for pupils to learn in different ways. These include:  

 

 Creative activities 

 Whole-school work, group-work, and pair-work 

 Use of  ICT and media resources 

 Debates, role-playing, and oral presentations 

 Fieldwork and visits to places of educational interest 

 Research and independent work 

 Designing and making things 

 Participation in physical activity 

 Investigation and problem-solving 

 Reflection on learning 
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All pupils are encouraged to take responsibility for their learning. They are involved (as far 

as possible) in reviewing and reflecting upon how they learn. Self-review and peer review 

strategies are used, along with planned plenaries at the end of lessons. The key learning 

aims, targets, and objectives are reviewed. The level of understanding is also assessed.  

 

Reviews 

 

Role of the School: 

 

 Review arrangements for pupils with EHC Plans are set out in the SEND Code of 

Practice. Isebrook School will adhere to them, ensuring that due process is followed 

and relevant timeframes are adhered to. 

 

Role of the Local Authority: 

 

 The Local Authority will review a pupil’s EHC Plan under the SEND Code of 

Practice. It will ensure that due process is followed and relevant timeframes are 

adhered to. 

 

Assessment and Monitoring 

 

Of the Pupils: 

 

 Pupils are tracked throughout the year (and year-on-year) to ensure they are on 

track to meet aspirational targets. This tracking enables pupils to be encouraged 

further, or for timely interventions to be implemented for those at risk of 

underperformance. 

 

 End-of-year summative data (progress and achievement) is analysed and evaluated 

to provide a clear picture of individual pupil progress and outcomes. The data can 

also be used to track the achievements of specific cohorts and groups. 

 

 A wide variety of standardised assessment tools (combined with diagnostic testing) 

are used to inform achievement targets for:  

 

 Reading and spelling ages 

 Levels of comprehension and writing ability 

 Verbal and non-verbal reasoning 

 Phonological skills 
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 Processing speeds 

 Numeracy 

 Specific learning difficulties (such as dyslexia and dyspraxia) 

 

 Occupational therapy, sensory integration, and praxis assessments also inform the 

holistic nature of the school’s target-setting process. 

 

Of the School: 

 

 Isebrook School is inspected and graded by OFSTED. Latest report: Good (06 

March 2018). 

 

Exit Criteria and Arrangements 

 

The needs of individual pupils are paramount. It should not be automatically assumed that 

all pupils who attend Friars Academy will do so permanently. The practice of placing 

pupils with SEND into selected mainstream settings (based on their skills) is known as 

‘mainstreaming’. Mainstreaming can have many social and educational benefits for pupils 

with SEND. Their inclusion (alongside their mainstream peers) should be properly 

prepared and well supported. It should take place in education settings that have 

demonstrated a positive ethos in regards to SEND inclusion. However, for many pupils, 

the specialist placement will remain the most appropriate. It will continue to offer the best 

opportunities for future employment and life skills. 

 

Future Development of the School 

 

 Development of vocational areas such as horticulture, bricklaying, animal care, and 

hairdressing 

 Development of the offsite connected provision 

 Development of supporting other schools with training 

 Sensory integration facility / outreach 

 ASD outreach / support 

 

Staffing Details 

 

Isebrook School has:  

 

 26 qualified teachers 

 Five unqualified teachers 
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 Two sports coaches 

 Four job coaches and 67 teaching assistants 

 Five Level 4 teaching assistants 

 13 Level 3 teaching assistants 

 17 Level 2 teaching assistants 

 12 teaching assistants that specialise in one-to-one support 

 

The senior leadership team comprises the headteacher, the deputy headteacher, two 

assistant headteachers, and an operations manager.  

 

The pupils are also supported by a ‘pastoral and welfare team’ (comprising senior and 

assistant welfare leads, a parent support advisor, and a pastoral support assistant). The 

school’s therapy team comprises an occupational therapist and a therapy assistant. All 

staff members working alongside pupils receive specific SEN training.  

 

 

For more information about Isebrook School, please visit their website: 

www.isebrooksen.co.uk. 
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