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Greenfields Specialist School for Communication 

Prentice Court, Goldings, Northampton, Northamptonshire NN3 8XS 

www.gsscacademy.org 

01604 741960 

Provision Specifications 

 
Type of Provision 
 
Greenfields Specialist School for Communication (GSSC) is a special secondary school. It 
can accommodate 90 pupils aged 11-18 years. The school is run as a single academy 
trust. 

 
Greenfields Specialist School for Communication is for pupils whose primary 
needs are: 
 

 Cognition & Learning Needs - Profound & Multiple Learning Disabilities (PMLD) 

 Cognition & Learning Needs - Severe Learning Disabilities (SLD) 

 Communication & Interaction Needs - Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) 

 Communication & Interaction Needs - Speech, Language & Communication Needs (SLCN) 
 
Pupils may also have (as secondary needs): 

 

 Sensory and/or Physical Needs (including multi-sensory impairments or complex 
medical needs) 

 

Admission Criteria and Arrangements 
  

 All pupils will have an EHC Plan. The Local Authority will have identified their needs 
as requiring placement at GSSC. 

 

 The Local Authority will determine admission to the school. It will consider parental 
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preference and consult with the governing body and headteacher. It will follow the 
Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice: 0 to 25 Years (2015).  

 

 Placements are made throughout the year, although most admissions occur at the 
start of the academic year. 

 

 Staff will liaise with any previous or future education establishments to enable a 
smooth transition. 

 

School Characteristics 
 
GSSC is a purpose-built school set in its own grounds in the Goldings area of 
Northampton. The accommodation offers a friendly environment and provides many 
modern facilities for pupils.  
 
Facilities include: 
 
• A fully equipped music and drama studio 
• A sensory room 
• A conductive education (CE) suite 
• A music therapy suite 
• A hydrotherapy pool 
• An interactive classroom (called the ‘Clubhouse’) 
 
These facilities provide the latest in visual and sensory stimulation. The state-of-the-art 
technology supports the whole curriculum and provides pupils with opportunities to 
control their environments. The school has an artist in residence who works with pupils 
on emotions, self-esteem, and wellbeing.  
 
GSSC’s Accessibility Plan describes the school’s efforts to increase access to the 
environment and the curriculum. Further information is available via the GSSC website. 
 
The school provides specialist teaching for pupils with autistic spectrum disorder (ASD). 
ASD classes are organised using TEACCH principles.  
 
The multi-sensory impairment provision provides appropriate specialised learning 
environments that minimise the effects of dual impairment and maximise learning 
opportunities. It considers the impact of the environment on the learning of deaf-blind 
pupils. Curriculum delivery uses specialised deaf-blind techniques that focus on the 
development of communication and self-help skills. Technological aids and a range of 
communication methods are used. These include adapted body signing, objects of 
reference, raised Moon text, and POPAT reading techniques. The enhanced curriculum 
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includes specialist learning programmes, independence, and therapies such as 
physiotherapy and speech and language delivered under instruction from the therapists. 
 
GSSC has a ‘total communication’ policy, ensuring every pupil’s communication skills are 
recognised as an integral part of their educational life. Alternative and augmentative 
communication (AAC) methods and technologies are a vital feature of the school. 
 
Pupils are taught in class groups identified by age, key stage, and primary need. Key 
Stage 5 (post-16) pupils are taught in a discrete provision. Sometimes it is necessary to 
have mixed-age groupings. Throughout the day, pupils may change groups for specific 
subject teaching as appropriate to their individual needs. 
 
For some pupils, integration opportunities are offered in local mainstream schools (where 
appropriate). The physical education (PE) curriculum gives pupils the chance to 
participate in sporting events with pupils from other local special schools. Pupils from 
mainstream schools also come into GSSC to work alongside the pupils. 
 
If a pupil has a medical need, then a detailed Health Care Plan is compiled by the school 
nurse in partnership with parents/carers and (if appropriate) the pupil. Staff who 
administer medicine complete training that the school nurse oversees. They follow the 
Local Authority policy and the DfE’s Supporting Pupils at School with Medical Conditions 
(2015). 
 

Reviews 
 
Role of School: 

 

 Review arrangements for pupils with EHC Plans are set out in the SEND Code of 
Practice. Fairfields School will adhere to them, ensuring that due process is followed 
and relevant timeframes are adhered to. 

 
Role of the Local Authority: 
 

 The Local Authority will review a pupil’s EHC Plan under the SEND Code of Practice. 
It will ensure that due process is followed and relevant timeframes are adhered to.  

 

Assessment and Monitoring 
 
Of the Pupils: 
 

The progress of pupils is assessed and reviewed through: 
 

 The school’s generic processes for tracking the progress of all pupils. 
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 Half-termly evaluations of the effectiveness of interventions on the provision map (in 
relation to each pupil’s progress). 

 

 Half-termly evaluations of whether pupils with EHC Plans are meeting their individual 
targets, which have been written to address their special educational needs. 

 

 Annual Reviews (ARs) of EHC Plans, which are prescribed in the SEND Code of 
Practice. 

 
Of the School: 
 

 Greenfields Specialist School for Communication is inspected and graded by 
OFSTED. Latest report: Good (12 March 2018). 

 

Exit Criteria and Arrangements 
 
Staff at GSSC work with all agencies to ensure a smooth transition into life after school. 
Pupils usually move into local colleges, daycare centres, or residential placements (to 
name but a few options). The AAC team will create a transition passport for pupils. Staff 
will ensure all information is transferred to the new setting to provide consistency for 
each individual.   
 
GSSC supports transitions alongside parents and carers. It hosts careers events to provide 
parents and carers with information to make informed choices for their young person’s 
future placements. 
 

Future Plans 
 
Greenfields Specialist School for Communication became an academy in February 2015, 
and it continues to develop its outside areas. 
 

Staffing Details 
 
GSSC boasts an experienced AAC team, who are all qualified to post-graduate level. The 
teaching staff have a wide range of skills and experience from various backgrounds, 
including SEND, autism, PMLD, MSI, primary provisions, and secondary provisions. 
Teaching and learning are supported by teaching assistants (TAs) with a range of 
specialist skills.  
 
The school has appointed health aides who work alongside the Special School Nursing 
Team to support the medical needs of pupils. Several multi-agency staff are based at the 
school, including physiotherapists. GSSC has access to other specialist support (when 
necessary) to meet the complex needs of all pupils. 
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The leadership and management team comprises: 
 

 Headteacher, Ms Lisa Atack 

 Deputy Head, Mrs Tracy Phillips 

 Assistant Headteachers, Mrs Helen Blight and Ms Claire Frogley 

 School Business Manager, Mrs Jane Smith 
 
 
For more information about Greenfields Specialist School for Communication, 
please visit their website: www.gsscacademy.org. 
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