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Kings Meadow School 

Manning Road, Northampton, Northamptonshire NN3 7AR 

www.kingsmeadow.northants.sch.uk 

01604 673730 

Provision Specifications 

  
Type of Provision 

 
Kings Meadow School is a special community primary school that accommodates 40 pupils 
aged 5-11 years. It is run by the Local Authority (LA) and primarily serves Northampton, 
Daventry, and the south and west Northamptonshire. 
 
The school meets the full-time educational needs of pupils with significant social, 
emotional and mental health (SEMH) needs. Pupils might have associated conditions such 
as ADHD, attachment disorder, or autistic spectrum disorder (ASD). However, Kings 
Meadow School cannot meet the needs of pupils where ASD is the primary need. All 
pupils at the school need close monitoring, consistent management, and high levels of 
professional support and guidance. All pupils need help with the development of social 
competence and emotional maturity.  
 
Kings Meadow School is for pupils whose primary needs are: 
 

 Social, Emotional & Mental Health (SEMH) Needs 
 

Admission Criteria and Arrangements 
 
The Local Authority will determine admission to the school. It will consider parental 
preference and consult with the governing body and headteacher. It will follow 
the Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice: 0 to 25 Years (2015).  
 
Where possible, a member of staff from Kings Meadow School will visit the pupil in their 
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current placement. Pupils and families will also be invited to visit the school prior to 
admission. 
  

School Characteristics 
 
Kings Meadow School is organised into family class groups. A variety of factors are 
considered when forming class groups, such as age, academic ability, readiness for 
learning, social and emotional maturity. 
  
At Kings Meadow School, a nurturing ethos is in place. It uses a ‘Continuous Curriculum’ 
and a holistic approach. It focuses on ‘readiness for learning’ as much as academic 
progress. Progress is measured in tiny steps, which are celebrated to increase self-
esteem. Kings Meadow emphasises the importance of play (at all ages) in order to fill 
gaps in learning and allow pupils to learn in a natural, non-intimidating way. 
  
Kings Meadow School supports social interactions and establishes a sense of security for 
pupils. The school believes that familiar routines and procedures can aid learning. It 
provides a ‘road map’ that helps pupils know what to expect. For example, there are 
established procedures around entering the classroom, registration, book-changing, and 
‘circle time.’ Structure and routines throughout the day help provide consistency and 
feelings of security for the pupils. 
  
The layout of classrooms, organisation of the outdoor learning environment, and 
provision of resources all support inclusive teaching approaches. 
  
Lunchtimes are an essential part of the pupils’ social education. Members of staff eat with 
pupils in small family groups. Hot meals are available. During the lunch break, pupils may 
participate in a lunchtime group run by staff or have social time with their class peers. 
These times aim to help pupils develop their social skills (including teamwork, turn-taking, 
sharing, co-operation, and collaboration). Such activities can include football, cricket, 
playground games, computing, art and craft, construction, and indoor games. 
The school aims to provide a broad and balanced curriculum. There is access to 
programmes of study within Key Stages 1 and 2 of the National Curriculum. 
  
Teaching styles reflect the needs of the pupils. Personalised and individual learning 
techniques are used. Work is appropriately differentiated and curriculum content carefully 
considered. Staff build on success, not failure.  
  
Kings Meadow School recognises the need to teach pupils social, emotional, and 
behavioural skills (and understanding). It has developed and produced a Primary 
Curriculum for social and emotional needs, which the Local Authority supports. This 
curriculum enables staff to plan and deliver social and emotional lessons while capitalising 
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on learning opportunities (as they arise) throughout the day. Pupils at Kings Meadow 
School are encouraged to develop life-long skills that will help them become more 
rounded individuals, understand and communicate their feelings, and be sensitive to the 
feelings of others. 
  

Reviews 
 
Role of the School: 
 

 Review arrangements for pupils with EHC Plans are set out in the SEND Code of 
Practice. Kings Meadow School will adhere to them, ensuring that due process is 
followed and relevant timeframes are adhered to. 

 
Role of the Local Authority: 
 

 The Local Authority will review a pupil’s EHC Plan under the SEND Code of Practice. 
It will ensure that due process is followed and relevant timeframes are adhered to.  

 

Assessment and Monitoring 
 
Of the Pupils: 
 

 During the first half-term of a pupil’s entry, staff will use various assessment tools to 
ascertain their strengths and needs (including their social and emotional 
development). Individual targets are set and shared with the pupil and parents/
carers. Throughout the year, pupils’ progress is carefully tracked to ensure that any 
underachievement is quickly noticed and addressed. 

 

 Pupils will have a post-admission meeting within twelve weeks to set initial targets. 
 

 Regular standardised testing, teacher predictions, and assessments are used to 
inform planning, teaching, and the target-setting process.  

 

 All Education, Health and Care (EHC) Plans are reviewed at least annually. Annual 
Reviews are an opportunity to consider the EHC Plan and the progress the pupil has 
made over the previous period. 

 During the summer term, the school provides a written report on each pupil 
detailing the progress they’ve made throughout the year. 

  
Of the School: 
 

 Kings Meadow School is inspected and graded by OFSTED. Latest report: Good (14 
December 2016). 
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 Exit Criteria and Arrangements 
 
The needs of individual pupils are paramount. It should not be automatically assumed 
that all pupils who attend Kings Meadow School will do so permanently. The practice of 
placing pupils with SEND into selected mainstream settings (based on their skills) is 
known as ‘mainstreaming’. Mainstreaming can have many social and educational benefits 
for pupils with SEND. Their inclusion (alongside their mainstream peers) should be 
properly prepared and well supported. It should take place in education settings that have 
demonstrated a positive ethos in regards to SEND inclusion. However, for many pupils, 
the specialist placement will remain the most appropriate.  
 

Staffing Details 
 
Kings Meadow School has a dedicated staff team that is committed to ensuring effective 
learning. All teachers have considerable experience and expertise in this particular area of 
special education. Teaching assistants (TAs) are committed to meeting the needs of the 
pupils. 
  
 
For more information, please visit the school’s website: 
http://www.kingsmeadow.northants.sch.uk 
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