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Kingsthorpe Grove Primary School - Unit Provision 

Kingsthorpe Grove, Northampton, Northamptonshire NN2 6NS 

www.kingsthorpegrove.northants.sch.uk 

01604 714674 

Provision Specifications 

Type of Provision 
 
Kingsthorpe Grove Primary School is a community school for pupils aged 3-11 years in the 
Northampton area. It has a unit provision for 28 pupils. 
 
Kingsthorpe Grove Primary School's unit provision is for pupils whose primary 
needs are: 
 

 Communication & Interaction Needs - Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD)  
 

Admission Criteria and Arrangements 
 
The Local Authority will determine admission to the unit provision. It will consider 
parental preference and consult with the governing body and headteacher. It will follow 
the Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice: 0 to 25 Years (2015). 
 
Admission follows a statutory assessment. The pupil's EHC Plan will have identified ASD 
as the primary need and stated that a placement at Kingsthorpe Grove Primary School's 
unit provision is necessary. 
 

Characteristics of the School 
 
Kingsthorpe Grove is a large primary school located near the centre of Northampton. It 
has a morning and afternoon nursery class, two classes per year group, and the unit 
provision for pupils with ASD. Pre and after school care is available via an on-site 
provision called Kids Stop. 
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All the staff are committed to providing the best level of care, the best outcomes for the 
pupils, and a warm, friendly atmosphere. The staff work hard to maintain an inclusive 
ethos throughout the school. 
 

Description of the Provision 
 
The unit provision is split into four classes. Two classes have seven pupils, one class has 
eight pupils, and one class has six pupils. There are four class teachers and eight key 
practitioners within the classes. 
 
There is a strong focus on social and communication skills, life skills, and outdoor 
learning. Learning is delivered through a creative and sensory curriculum to meet the 
complex needs of pupils in the unit. 
 
Kingsthorpe Grove Primary School's unit provision offers pupils the following:   
 

 Access to daily structured teaching following a modified curriculum based on a 'small 
step' approach.  

 

 A creative, engaging curriculum that encourages outdoor learning and sport along 
with learning life skills. 

 

 Small class groups with at least three key practitioners experienced in working with 
pupils with ASD.  

 

 Emphasis on total communication skills encompassing speech, signing, and symbols 
alongside the written word.  

 

 Access to mainstream peer group models for play and social development, where 
appropriate.  

 

 A consistent, structured environment with secure, explicit boundaries, with 
opportunities to broaden experience and practice learning in a specialist setting. 

 

 Consultation and advice from a range of specialist services provided by the Local 
Authority and the NHS. 

 

 Strong home/school communication links through 'Meet and Greet,' three termly 
written assessment reports, two parents' evenings, parent workshops, activity 
afternoons, and ‘Class Dojo’ (an online communication tool with translation facility). 

 
The individual needs and learning styles of pupils will determine the methodologies used. 
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They may include:  
 

 One-to-one and small group learning 

 Integrated individual programmes of work, as suggested by therapists / professionals 

 Signing 

 Teaching in small steps 

 Structured teaching (using the TEACCH approach) 
 
The school will devise a programme to suit each pupil's individual needs. Pupils will learn 
within their classroom, in the outside areas, and in the community. Pupils will have full 
access to a rich and relevant curriculum designed to meet their individual needs. The 
main principle of delivery will be structured teaching, which may include structuring and 
organisation of the physical environment, work schedules, and work systems. The 
curriculum includes a range of visits and enrichment experiences that are risk assessed in 
line with school policies. 
 
Each class is organised to include designated areas for individual work, play, group 
activity, etc., and is designed to enhance the understanding of the environment and to 
enable the development of independence. The unit has its own outdoor playground, a 
soft play room, an audiovisual room, and a sensory room. 
 

Arrangements for Including Pupils in the Mainstream School 
 
The school takes a personal approach to integration with the pupils in mainstream. It will 
only happen if the staff and families feel it is in the best interest in the child’s 
development. Pupils may go into the mainstream Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
provision as a whole class. They will be accompanied by the key workers and teachers 
they are familiar with from the unit provision. Some pupils may join the mainstream 
pupils for lunch play, lunch clubs, or sometimes for lessons with mainstream peers. An 
adult may support this (or not) depending on the needs of the individual pupil.  
 
No pupil will access the mainstream setting unless it will benefit their learning and 
development (or without prior consultation with their parents).   

 
Reviews 
 
Role of School: 
 

 Review arrangements for pupils with EHC Plans are set out in the SEND Code of 
Practice. Kingsthorpe Grove Primary School will adhere to them, ensuring that due 
process is followed and relevant timeframes are adhered to. 
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Role of the Local Authority: 
 

 The Local Authority will review a pupil's EHC Plan in accordance with the SEN Code 
of Practice. The Local Authority will ensure that due process is followed and that 
relevant time frames are adhered to. 

 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
 
Of the Pupils: 
 

 The unit provision manager collects data on the pupils' progress three times per 
year. This ensures that good progress is being made and that changes can be made 
to the provision if needed. 

 

 Teachers attend pupil progress meetings three times a year with the senior 
leadership team to discuss their pupils' progress and target those who need extra 
support.  

 

 The daily progress of the pupils is monitored through observations and work 
completed. It is measured using Engagement and Progression Steps. 

 

 Throughout the academic year, the pupils have Individual Education Plan (IEP) 
targets that they are working on, which link to their EHC Plan targets. These targets 
are updated every six weeks or before if necessary, and progress towards them is 
monitored daily.  

 
Of the Provision: 
 

 The unit provision is inspected and graded as part of the whole school OFSTED 
inspection. Latest report: Good (18 April 2018) 

 

Exit Arrangements – Returning to Mainstream and Moving On to 

Secondary Provision 

 
Sometimes a pupil will need to return to the mainstream setting. If this happens (or when 
the pupil moves into secondary provision), a robust, personalised transition plan will be 
drawn up between the unit provision, the parents, and the receiving school. This reduces 
anxiety to enable good learning to begin immediately in the new setting. The new setting 
will be invited to meet with the unit provision staff and the parents to ensure a good 
handover of information (and methods that have proved effective for the pupil).   
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Future Development of the Provision 
 
Kingsthorpe Grove Primary School is continually developing a creative, sensory, and 
enriched curriculum offering a forest school, cooking, horse-riding, and other experiences. 
Through community links, the school are continuing to develop their sensory garden. It 
encourages greater parental involvement through regular 'Cuppa n Cake' meetings, 
workshops, an annual fun day, open evenings, home visits, tours, parents' evenings, 
Annual Reviews, and transition meetings. 
 
The school continues to work on developing pupils' fine motor skills to enable improved 
writing progress. There is also 'Sensory Circuit' and 'Relax Kids' to enhance pupils' 
wellbeing and develop their gross motor skills. 
 

Staffing Details 
 
The unit has four teaching staff (one of whom is the unit manager), and eight key 
practitioners. All staff are trained and experienced in working with ASD pupils. Staff 
receive regular training and seek advice and support from other units and special schools 
when needed. 
 
 
For more information about Kingsthorpe Grove Primary School, please visit 
their website: www.kingsthorpegrove.northants.sch.uk. 
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