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The Gateway School and Technology College 

St. John’s Road, Tiffield, Northamptonshire NN12 8AA 

www.thegatewayschool.co.uk 

01604 878977 

Provision Specifications 

 
Type of Provision 
 
The Gateway School and Technology College is a special community school that caters to 
63 pupils aged 11-16 years.  
 
The Gateway School and Technology College is for pupils whose primary needs 
are: 
 

 Social, Emotional & Mental Health (SEMH) Needs 
 
Pupils placed in special schools on account of their SEMH will span a wide range of 
abilities. Many may have difficulty learning (because of their SEMH needs). They will be 
less likely to get involved in learning activities. Their attitudes towards (and capacities for) 
learning will vary considerably. 
 
Many pupils exhibit (or are diagnosed as having) other disorders such as attention deficit 
hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) or Tourette’s syndrome.  
 
The Gateway School does not usually admit pupils diagnosed with Autistic Spectrum 
Disorder (ASD) as their primary need. However, it recognises that some pupils will be 
diagnosed with ASD during their time at the school. The Gateway School also recognises 
that their main SEMH primary feeder school will have some ASD pupils on roll. Because of 
this, it will consider each case individually. 
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Admission Criteria and Arrangements 
 

 All pupils will have an Education Health and Care (EHC) Plan. The Local Authority 
will have identified their needs as requiring placement at The Gateway School. 

 

 The Local Authority will determine admission to the school. It will consider parental 
preference and consult with the governing body and headteacher. It will follow 
the Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice: 0 to 25 Years (2015). 

 

 Placements are made throughout the year, although most occur at the start of the 
academic year. 

 

 Wherever possible, a staff member will attend the pupil’s Year 6 review and liaise 
with their current school before the transfer. Year 6 pupils will also attend a week-
long transition placement in the summer term to ensure the best transition possible. 

 

School Characteristics 
 
The Gateway School and Technology College is a specialist provision. It offers pupils an 
appropriate curriculum based upon the National Curriculum. 
 
Where possible, pupils are taught in Key Stage groups. The individual needs and learning 
styles of pupils will determine the methodologies used. 
 
Each pupil has a teacher who coordinates their pastoral and curricular needs. The SENCo 
ensures the EHC Plan provisions are implemented, monitored, and reviewed. The school 
is committed to offering carefully structured access (with the appropriate support) to a 
mainstream curriculum if appropriate to the pupils’ needs. 
 

Reviews 
 
Role of the School: 
 

 Review arrangements for pupils with EHC Plans are set out in the SEND Code of 
Practice. The Gateway School and Technology College will adhere to them, ensuring 
that due process is followed and relevant timeframes are adhered to. 

 
Role of the Local Authority: 
 

 The Local Authority will review a pupil’s EHC Plan under the SEND Code of Practice. 
It will ensure that due process is followed and relevant timeframes are adhered to. 
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Assessment and Monitoring 
 
Of the Pupils: 
 

 In addition to the school’s internal assessments, review, and monitoring, each pupil 
has a statutory review of their EHC Plan. This offers a formal setting for the 
discussion and review of the progress and provision. 

 

 EHC Plans list intended outcomes, which are reviewed three times a year. 
Sometimes, a pupil will make significant progress, and the parents/carers and 
professionals will agree that the EHC Plan is no longer required. If this happens, the 
school will work with the LA to ensure appropriate new provision is identified. 

 

 Pupils presenting challenging behaviour may benefit from a Support and 
Intervention (SandI) Plan, which details strategies and arrangements to support the 
pupil. 

 

 Looked after children (LAC) will undergo reviews of their progress and placement via 
LAC reviews, Personal Education Plans (PEPs), and SandI Plans. 

 

 The Gateway School and Technology College have rigorous arrangements in place to 
assess the progress made by its pupils. Progress is measured against a four-point 
scale of 1 (Outstanding), 2 (Good), 3 (Satisfactory), and 4 (Cause for Concern). 
Targets are set for each pupil to make ‘Good’ progress in every subject, and this is 
assessed three times a year with a report sent to parents each time.  

 
Of the School: 
 

 The Gateway School and Technology College is inspected and graded by OFSTED. 
Latest report: Outstanding (22 May 2019). 

 

Exit Criteria and Arrangements 
 
The needs of individual pupils are paramount. It should not be automatically assumed 
that all pupils who attend The Gateway School will do so permanently. The practice of 
placing pupils with SEND into selected mainstream settings (based on their skills) is 
known as ‘mainstreaming’. Mainstreaming can have many social and educational benefits 
for pupils with SEND. Their inclusion (alongside their mainstream peers) should be 
properly prepared and well supported. It should take place in education settings that have 
demonstrated a positive ethos in regards to SEND inclusion. However, for many pupils, 
the specialist placement will remain the most appropriate. It will continue to offer the best 
opportunities for future employment and life skills. 
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Future Plans 
 
The Gateway School and Technology College is maintained by the Local Authority. There 
are no immediate plans to move towards academy status. However, this will always be an 
option if the headteacher and governors feel that it would benefit the school in the future. 
 

Staffing Details 
 
The school staff includes teachers, instructors, and learning support assistants (LSAs). 
The team are experienced in meeting the identified needs of pupils for whom SEMH 
needs are a concern. There are appropriate numbers of staff for each group of pupils. 
There may (in exceptional cases) be additional support for named pupils from a pupil 
support coordinator, a home school partnership officer or individual support staff. 
 
Training and induction are given to all staff across the school with the aim that they will 
be able to work with all pupils. The management structure comprises the headteacher, 
deputy headteacher, assistant headteacher, and school business manager. 
 
 
For more information about The Gateway School and Technology College, 
please visit their website: www.thegatewayschool.co.uk.  
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