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1.

INTRODUCTION
In April 2021 Cotswold Archaeology was commissioned by Urban and Civic Corby
Ltd to produce an Archaeological Statement in relation to proposed Minerals
(limestone) extraction within Zone 3, Priors Hall Park, Corby, Northamptonshire
(see Fig. 1), henceforth referred to as the ‘proposed development’.
This Statement has been prepared in response to comments received from Historic
England on the planning application (Application No. 20/00073/MINFUL) and should
be read in conjunction with the existing Heritage Statement (Cotswold Archaeology
Report: MK0345_01) already submitted with the application.

2.

CONSULTATION RESPONSES
Historic England (henceforth ‘HE’) provided comment on the application on 31st
March 2021. Within their response, HE commented that ‘…it is not clear whether
the proposed extraction would create any indirect impacts (such as alterations to
the hydrological regime)’ on the archaeological deposits within the Archaeological
Preservation Area (hereafter ‘APA’). As such, HE identified a requirement to
consider indirect effects, specifically hydrological changes, upon the APA.
In response to HE’s comments, it was agreed with the Council’s Archaeological
Advisor, Liz Mordue (correspondence dated 14th April 2021), that a short statement
summarising the results of the archaeological works in the vicinity of the APA
should be provided, including a commentary on the potential for indirect impacts
caused by hydrological changes. Liz Mordue also highlighted a concern to ensure
that the APA is adequately protected so that no vehicle movements or other
disturbance takes place within it. This Statement addresses these requirements.

3.

SUMMARY OF ‘AREA A’ ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORKS
Oxford Archaeology completed the Area A excavations (see Fig. 1) in March 2020
and the draft Post-Excavation Assessment report (OA 2021) is currently with the
Council’s Archaeological Advisor for approval. The excavations identified a multiphase archaeological resource within Area A, comprising the remains of a probable
Roman temple complex, which was subsequently the focus of industrial activity in
the later Roman period.
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The remains of a large stone-built structure, interpreted as a temple-mausoleum,
was identified in the western part of Area A (see Fig. 1, ‘Building Complex’). This is
believed to be linked to an earlier phase of the adjacent villa, probably dating to the
2nd century AD. A contemporary trackway extended broadly north-south to the west
of the building (see Fig. 1, ‘Trackway’).
At some point in the 3rd century, the area was adapted for manufacture, with
pottery, ceramic tiles and lime production. The earlier temple-mausoleum structure
underwent a transformation into a large tile and pottery manufactory, with two tile
kilns and three pottery kilns established within its central structure and immediate
courtyard. In addition, quarry pits, kilns (pottery, tile, and lime), and a corn drier
were located beyond the building’s courtyard in the eastern part of Area A (see Fig.
1, ‘Kilns and extraction pits’). The remains of contemporary post-built structures and
boundary ditches were recorded in the north-west of Area A (see Fig. 1, ‘post-built
structures’). Activity in the Area A ceased around AD400, and following its
abandonment, the area remained in agricultural use until the modern period.
In summary, the archaeological remains identified within Area A are ‘of regional and
national importance in the study of the Roman period’ (OA 2021, 39), reflecting part
of a functioning Late Romano-British villa estate that underwent a dramatic change
in use.

4.

ASSESSMENT OF DEVELOPMENT EFFECTS
Hydrological impacts
HE identified a requirement to consider the archaeological remains within the APA
in the context of the guidance document Preserving Archaeological Remains:
Decision-taking for Sites under Development (HE 2016). This guidance document
primarily relates to the treatment of waterlogged deposits.
No waterlogged remains were identified within Area A, and none are anticipated
with the APA. The archaeological remains survived in variable states of
preservation, with walling of 0.3m height surviving in places, below a topsoil that
ranged from 0.2m to 0.6m in depth (OA 2021, 10). The results of the Area A
excavations suggest that the archaeological remains expected within the APA are
likely to be sufficiently robust and capable of continued burial within the context of
the proposed development without harm occurring.
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Fig. 2. The archaeological resource in Area A (after OA 2021)
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In accordance with HE guidance, where ‘there is no evidence of large-scale or
localised waterlogging of deposits, the level of information needed to inform the
decision-taking process is likely to be less than that required for sites with a wider
range of finds and conditions more favourable to their long-term preservation’ (HE
2016, 27). As such, it is considered that sufficient information has been provided to
inform the decision-making process.
Furthermore, hydrological assessment suggests there will be no alteration to the
hydrological conditions found within the APA or its vicinity. The Code of
Construction Practice (RPS 2021, henceforth ‘COCP’) relating to the current
application confirms that it is not anticipated that any water will be encountered
during excavation works (COCP, paragraph 6.103). The proposed works extend to
a maximum depth of 4m below ground level, whilst previous boreholes in the
vicinity, which extended to 5.5m below ground level, did not encounter water.
Therefore, no changes are anticipated upon the local hydrological regime in the
vicinity of the APA.
As no hydrological changes are anticipated either within Area A or the APA, and no
waterlogged deposits were recorded within Area A or are anticipated with the APA,
no adverse hydrological effects upon the archaeological resource are anticipated.
Vehicle Movement impacts
The Heritage Management Strategy and Plan (CA 2019; henceforth ‘HMSP’)
produced as part of the Outline Application for Priors Hall Park (Application No.
19/01210/OUT) includes management actions to prevent inappropriate vehicle
movement within the APA. Action 1 ‘Implementation of a Preservation Area’ of the
HMSP includes the erection of fencing around the perimeter of the APA (CA 2019,
paragraph 4.7) prior to the commencement of any groundworks, to ‘be agreed with
the archaeological advisor in relation to each respective planning application in its
vicinity’.
The COCP confirms that the proposed development will proceed in accordance with
the HMSP (RPS 2021, paragraph 6.99), and at paragraph 5.35 confirms that ‘the
agreed exclusion zone is to be maintained at all times’. Paragraph 6.100 of the
COCP confirms the specific measures to be adopted, including the erection of a
temporary fence (paragraph 6.101) between the extraction area and the woodland
that defines the edge of the APA and ensuring that site operatives are briefed on
6
Minerals Extraction, Zone 3, Priors Hall Park, Corby, Northamptonshire: Archaeological Statement

the importance of the APA (paragraph 6.102). These measures will prevent any
vehicle access to the APA.
As such, it is considered that the HMSP and COCP provide sufficient measures to
ensure that inappropriate vehicle movements are prevented within the APA.

5.

CONCLUSIONS
This Statement has been produced in response to consultee comments received
from Historic England and the Archaeological Advisor in relation to proposed
minerals (limestone) extraction within Zone 3, Priors Hall Park, Corby.
In relation to concerns raised regarding the preservation of archaeological remains
within the APA, no indirect impacts are anticipated as a result of the proposed
development. No waterlogged archaeological deposits are anticipated within the
APA and no changes to the hydrological regime are predicted as part of the
proposed development.
In relation to concerns raised regarding vehicle movements within the APA, actions
identified by the Heritage Management Strategy and Plan ensure that the APA will
be protected during groundworks, with vehicle access prevented by temporary
fencing around the APA. The Code of Construction Practice for the proposed
development also includes appropriate measures to ensure the APA is not
adversely affected during the groundworks.
As such, this Statement is considered to provide sufficient information to address
the concerns raised by the consultees, and providers a level of information sufficient
to inform the decision-taking process.

6.
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