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1.

INTRODUCTION

1.1 This Transport Statement has been prepared by Lennon Transport Planning Ltd
on behalf of H.Collins & Sons to support a forthcoming Planning Application
which will be submitted to Northamptonshire County Council. The proposal is
for the introduction of a green waste recycling facility on the Applicants existing
farm holding at Brockhall Estate, Hill Farm, Rothersthorpe, Northamptonshire.
1.2 The site location and application site red line boundary is as presented below:-

Figure 1: The Application Site
1.4 It is the intention of this document to demonstrate to West Northamptonshire
Council as Local Waste & Minerals Planning Authority and Northamptonshire
County Council as Local Highway Authority (LHA) that the planning proposal
will not lead to any detrimental highway safety or capacity issues on the local
road network.
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2.

SCOPE / BACKGROUND / POLICY
Scope

2.1 The brief to Lennon Transport Planning Ltd was to prepare a commensurate
Transport Statement to consider the related highway safety and traffic impact
associated with the development proposal.
2.2 As the proposal will not lead to any material, significant or severe traffic impact , a
Transport Statement (TS) has been prepared v’s a more detailed Transport
Assessment (TA). This is considered an acceptable approach as vehicular
movements and overall waste throughputs will remain relatively low.

2.3 When considering the nature of this proposed rural business enterprise and the
limited number of staff that will be employed, this document does provide an indepth study of the acceptability of the site in transport sustainability & accessibility
terms for different modes.

2.4 The scope of this Transport Statement (TS) broadly reflects the principles of DfT’s
‘Guidance on Transport Assessments’ (GTA) (March 2007), however, this
guidance was withdrawn from circulation in October 2014.

2.5 GTA essentially set out a pragmatic approach to assessing the transport impacts
of a development and suggested thresholds which were noted as a useful point of
reference from which to commence discussions. Its withdrawal left ‘Transport
Evidence Bases in Plan Making’ as one of the only transport ‘guidance’ documents
left within PPG. That document didn’t replace GTA, as it was for a different spatial
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scale, intended to ensure that the transportation principals of development are
correctly assessed at the local plan / core strategy level. However, this wasn’t
relevant to assessing the impacts of developments on local highway networks.
2.6 Of more relevance is PPG guidance contained within ‘Travel Plans, Transport
Assessments & Statements’ which was published in March 2014. It provides some
guidance in terms of scope and rationale, but it is not proscriptive like the Dft
guidance was. In our opinion this leaves the development transport planning
industry without any robust formal government guidance at present and the
removal of GTA gives Consultants more flexibility to present what they consider
necessary in order for the Highway Authority to come to an informed decision as to
the appropriateness of the development proposal and whether it will result in a
severe impact in traffic or safety terms.
2.7 It is considered an unnecessary task to produce some information which should be
taken as common ground. There is a natural caveat that if any additional
information is required in Highways or Transportation terms then this can be
produced upon request. It is considered unnecessary to represent the following
areas in this TS either at all or in any great detail: •

Study of site accessibility by multi modal trips = Common ground due to the
lack of footway facilities and street lighting on local roads that walking will not be
a common mode. Similarly, trips via public transport will be unlikely as the
nearest bus stops are in Kislingbury & Rothersthorpe are approximately 1.5km
away.

•

Junction Capacity Assessments = Associated traffic generates less than 30No
two-way vehicle movements in both peak traffic periods (former GTA threshold
for considering capacity impact at junctions). As such detailed Picardy & Arcady
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junction capacity assessments are not considered necessary for nearby road
junctions in this instance. This also applies to the retained site access..
Background - Existing Site & Surroundings
2.8 The application site has not been subject to any recent planning application submission
although the surrounding land was previously associated with sand and gravel extraction.
The land to be utilised within the application site is currently in agricultural use and served
via an existing vehicular access to Gayton Road. The existing vehicular access was
previously used by vehicles associated with sand and gravel extraction.
2.9 The Application Site is located off Gayton Road. Gayton Road has a junction with
Rothersthorpe Road a short distance to the north of the access. From that junction
the villages of Rothersthorpe and Kislingbury can be accessed approximately 1km
in either direction (Rothersthorpe to the south east and Kislingbury to the north).
Planning Policy
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (July 21)
2.10 The National Planning Policy Framework (July 2018) was revised in July 2021 and
is a material consideration in the determination of planning applications.
2.11 Paragraph 11 of the NPPF states;
•

‘Plans and decisions should apply a presumption in favour of
sustainable development’.

For plan-making this means that:
a) plans should positively seek opportunities to meet the development needs of
their area, and be sufficiently flexible to adapt to rapid change;
b) strategic policies should, as a minimum, provide for objectively assessed needs
for housing and other uses, as well as any needs that cannot be met within
neighbouring areas, unless:
PROJECT REF: - PN/00219/20/21
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i, the application of policies in this Framework that protect areas or assets
of particular importance provides a strong reason for restricting the overall
scale, type or distribution of development in the plan area; or
ii. any adverse impacts of doing so would significantly and demonstrably
outweigh the benefits, when assessed against the policies in this
Framework taken as a whole.
For decision-taking this means:
c) approving development proposals that accord with an up-to-date development
plan without delay; or
d) where there are no relevant development plan policies, or the policies which
are most important for determining the application are out-of-date, granting
permission unless:
i. the application of policies in this Framework that protect areas or
assets of particular importance provides a clear reason for refusing the
development proposed; or
ii. any adverse impacts of doing so would significantly and demonstrably
outweigh the benefits, when assessed against the policies in this
Framework taken as a whole.

2.12 When considering paragraph 11 of the NPPF in terms of ‘decision taking’ then in
particular it needs to be assessed against Paragraph 110 & 111 of the Framework
which are as follows:2.13 Paragraph 110 of the NPPF states:
“In assessing sites that may be allocated for development in plans, or
specific applications for development, it should be ensured that:
a)

appropriate opportunities to promote sustainable transport modes can be
or have been taken up, given the type of development and its location;
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b)

safe and suitable access to the site can be achieved for all users; and

c)

the design of streets, parking areas, other transport elements and the content
of associated standards reflects current national guidance, including the
National Design Guide and the National Model Design Code 46; and

d)

2.14

any significant impacts from the development on the transport network (in
terms of capacity and congestion), or on highway safety, can be cost
effectively mitigated to an acceptable degree.
Paragraph 111 of the NPPF states:
“Development should only be prevented or refused on highways grounds
if there would be an unacceptable impact on highway safety, or the
residual cumulative impacts on the road network would be severe.”

2.15
a)

Paragraph 112 of the NPPF states:
give priority first to pedestrian and cycle movements, both within the
scheme and with neighbouring areas; and second (so far as possible)
to facilitate access to high quality public transport, with layouts that maximise
the catchment area for bus or other public transport services, and appropriate
facilities that encourage public transport use;

b)

address the needs of people with disabilities and reduced mobility in
relation to all modes of transport;

c)

create places that are safe, secure and attractive – which minimise the
scope for conflicts between pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles, avoid
unnecessary street clutter, and respond to local character and design
standards;

d)

allow for the efficient delivery of goods, and access by service and
emergency vehicles; and
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e)

be designed to enable charging of plug-in and other ultra-low emission
vehicles in safe, accessible and convenient locations.”

2.16

Paragraph 113 of the NPPF states:
“All developments that will generate significant amounts of movement should
be required to provide a travel plan, and the application should be supported
by a transport statement or transport assessment so that the likely impacts of
the proposal can be assessed.”

2.17 The Design Manual for Roads & Bridges design document CD 123 ‘Geometric
design of at-grade priority and signal-controlled junctions’ is the relevant national
design guidance document to be considered for vehicular access design
purposes.
3

EXISTING LOCAL CONDITIONS
Vehicular access & existing highway

3.1 Gayton Road has a hard surfaced carriageway and is bound either side with
relatively wide grass verges. The carriageway has no centre warning line. The
route is subject to the national speed limit of 60mph, has not separate pedestrian
footway facilities nor is it subject to a system of street lighting.
3.2 The site access is of a bellmouth configuration, with approximately 10m radii and
7m in width. The access is hard paved and was historically used by HGV traffic
accessing the sand and gravel pit. By virtue of the bellmouth configuration and
verge widths uninterrupted maximum achievable visibility splays are provided
from the centre of the access from a 2.4m ‘x’ distance in both directions along the
main road.
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Wider road network
3.3 Via Kislingbury to the north you can link to the A4500 which then links the M1 a
short distance away. To the southeast Rothersthorpe provides a link to the A5123
& the A5076 via Banbury Lane with the former providing another link to the M1 a
short distance away. The site is well connected via short sections of local
classified roads linking to the strategic road network.
Personal Injury Accident Data
3.4 Personal Injury Accident (PIA) data has been assessed to consider the existing
safety situation on the immediate local road network. Patterns displayed in the
data can be assessed with regards to the proximity, frequency and severity of
incidents that have occurred that may require further in-depth consideration. PIA
data has been sourced via the Crashmap database for a period of 5 years from
2017 to 2022 (see figure 2). There have been no recorded injury accidents within
the vicinity within the study period. It can be concluded that there is no specific
injury accident problem pertaining to this part of the road network which warrants
the undertaking of any further in-depth consideration.

Figure 2: PIA Search Area
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4

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

4.1 The development proposal relates to an on-farm green waste (open windrow)
composting facility on land at the Applicant’s existing farm holding. The Planning
Application is submitted on behalf of H. Collins and Sons. The final compost
product will be spread on the Applicant’s agricultural land as a soil improver and
replace the need for the Applicant to import non-organic fertilizers to support crop
growth on the farm.
4.2 Green waste will arrive to the site in green waste roadside collection vehicles (7.5t
tippers or by tractor trailer). Vehicles will firstly bare left upon arriving at the site to be
weighed on the weighbridge before heading to the reception area to drop of the green
waste material. The green waste will be deposited on an impermeable concrete
surface with a sealed drainage system and shredded in preparation for open-air
windrow composting on the pad to the south. The proposed site layout arrangement
is presented at Appendix A.
4.3 Having dropped off the imported green waste, vehicles will loop back to the
weighbridge to weigh again before leaving the site onto Gayton road in a circular
manner. The material will then shredded in preparation for open windrow composting
on the concrete pad.
4.4 The proposal is to process approximately 20,000 tonnes of green waster per annum.
The site will operate Monday to Friday 08.00am – 17.00pm & on Saturdays between
08.00am & 13.00pm.
Proposed Access Arrangements
4.5 The existing vehicular access arrangements are more than fit for purpose. These
will be retained in their current form.
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Vehicle Parking & Vehicle Turning
4.6 Staff and visitors parking will be provided on a large gravel parking area adjacent to
the proposed staff welfare building. Vehicles will also have ample room to turn within
this area before exiting the site.
5

TRAFFIC IMPACT / TRIP GENERATION
Method

5.1 Transport Statements will often refer to and involve interrogation of a nationally
recognised industry tool known as the TRICS database. TRICS (Trip Rate
Information Computer System) is a database of trip rates for developments used in
the United Kingdom for transport planning purposes, specifically to quantify the trip
generation of new developments. TRICS is the system that challenges and
validates assumptions about the transport impacts of new developments.
5.2 In this instance, having considered TRICS there is no parameter or data pertaining
to open windrow composting sites. Even if there were, this is not the type of use
(unlike if one were considering Ground Floor Area (GFA) for defined Class E, B2
or B8 uses) where likely traffic generation could be forecast based on land use
area GFAor on a ‘one size fits all’ basis. Each waste site needs to be considered
on its own merits and specific operations along with permitted or proposed waste
throughput levels in tonnes per annum.
Proposed Vehicular Movements
5.3 The proposal is for the treatment of 20,000 tonnes of green waste per annum.
5.4 It is predicted that the proposed development will attract minimal vehicle
movements during the peak morning and evening hours.
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5.5 Based on a throughput of 20,000 tonnes of green waste per annum with
anticipated average payloads of 7.5 tonnes, the proposed facility will result in
approximately 2666 road side collection vehicle (RCV) deliveries per annum. This
will equate to 5332 overall vehicular trips per annum. The following applies:•

2666 loads / 52 working weeks per annum = 51.26No loads per week.

•

Based on a 6 day working week = 8.54No loads of waste per day.

•

8.54No loads x 2 = 17.08No overall RCV vehicular trips per day generated
on the local road network.

5.6 Notwithstanding the aforementioned, the seasonal nature of the composting
proposal means that the site will be quieter in the winter and busier in the
Spring/Summer/Autumn months. The main green waste composting season will
therefore be between April and September. Therefore, for robustness, even if we
were to forecast that all waste were imported over this 6 month period then the
proposal would still only generate 17No loads of waste per day or 34No overall
daily vehicular trips (17No In & 17No Out).
5.7 The only other regular vehicular movements will be by staff vehicles and the
occasional visitor. There will be approximately 2No full-time staff employed at the
facility. Assuming they both drive to the facility independently this would generate
4No total vehicular trips per working day.
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5.8 An important factor in terms of overall traffic generation to the farm complex as a
whole, is that approximately 12,000 tonnes of compost is currently imported per
annum (the farm consists of circa 3000 acres). The imported material arrives via a
mixture of tractors & trailers and RCV’s. The compost varies in weight depending
on the year. HCV’s carry greater loads than tractors, therefore, if one considers
an average of 15 tonnes per vehicle, per journey, this equates to 800No one-way
vehicular trips to import compost from outside the local area on to the farm.
Importation of material generates 1600No overall trips per annum by heavier /
slow moving vehicles which will be removed if the development is permitted. This
figure should be deducted form the predicted 5332No trips to appreciate the
actual net annual traffic impact. In daily terms it would mean that the net overall
predicted daily trips can be reduced from 34No to 29No.
6

Summary

6.1 This Transport Statement has been prepared by Lennon Transport Planning Ltd
on behalf of H Collins & Sons to support a planning application for a green
waste composting facility on farm land accessed via Gayton Road, Kislingbury.
6.2 The traffic impact associated with a predicted 29No overall additional daily
vehicular trips on the local road network (14.5No In & 14.5No Out) should not
be considered severe in thecontext of paragraph 111 of the NPPF.
6.3 The historic vehicular access is set out to industrial access specifications providing
appropriate width, geometry, hard surfacing and visibility splays both to and from
emerging vehicles. Ample vehicle parking, turning and manoeuvreing areas for
both cars and RCV traffic will be made available within the site. This is identified
within the proposed site layout arrangements drawing.
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6.4 There is no history of personal injury accidents occurring within the past 5 years
within the vicinity of the site access.
6.5 Accordingly, the proposal does not offend Paragraph 111 of the NPPF (2021)
which states:
•

‘“Development should only be prevented or refused on highways grounds if
there would be an unacceptable impact on highway safety, or the residual
cumulative impacts on the road network would be severe.”

6.6 This Transport Statement has demonstrated that the proposed development will
not lead to a negative impact on the capacity or safety of the local road network.
We therefore encourage the Waste & Mineral Planning Authority and Local
Highway Authority to look favourably upon the highway and transportation
considerations of the application.
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Appendix A
Site Layout Arrangements
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