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INTRODUCTION AND SITE SETTING
The proposed development area is located approximately 1.2km to the north-west of
Rothersthorpe, 1.6km south, south-east of Kislingbury, Northamptonshire. The existing
site entrance is located approximately 110m south of the junction of Gayton Road and
Rothersthorpe Road.
The nearest properties are Hill Farm located due south and
Kislingbury Grange to the east. The national grid reference is SP70275775

Site Location
Google Aerial Photograph showing location of the site
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Proposed Compost Pad at Brockhall Estate, Hill Farm, Rothersthorpe Site Location Plan
No. GPP/HC/R/CP/22/01rev 3 by GP Planning dated 10th January 2022

Google Imagery November 2021. The site entrance looking west into the site. The
entrance is flanked by mature conifer trees and shrubby understorey providing a good
screen to the site.

Google imagery November 2021. The perimeter hedge between the road and the
weighbridge area is well established with mature ash trees.
The proposed new compost pad measures approximately 80m x 115m. It will be
constructed on an arable field adjacent to a restored sand quarry. The site access will use
the existing disused quarry entrance and weighbridge area. Much of the required site
infrastructure, weighbridge, parking area, hard standing etc. is already in-situ screened
behind hedgerows with mature trees along the roadside to the east and to the north and
south. The site is set on an enclosed reasonably flat area of land which falls away to the
west.
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Site photos were taken on 27th July 2021.

Photograph of graveled area to be used for car parking just inside the site entrance
The 3 photographs below show the approximate location of the proposed green waste
recycling pad. This is flanked to the north and west by mature trees
Photograph showing approximate location of concrete pad

Photograph looking west of the existing access track and arable field where the
composting facility will be sited.
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Photograph looking south with the proposed location of the compost pad in the foreground.

The site is in the Northamptonshire Landscape Character Area 13b Bugbrooke and
Daventry, defined as undulating hills and Valleys. This is further detailed as

The land adjoining the site is typical of this character area. The majority of the larger
surrounding fields are arable with a few smaller open pasture fields to the east.
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The proposed location of the
compost pad is in an undulating
arable field which falls to the west.
Well established hedgerows with
mature trees are a feature of the
locality. A footpath runs Along the
northern side of the proposed
compost pad. This is screened by
well developed hedgerows to the
north and south of it.
Photograph to the left, looking west
along the footpath adjacent to the
proposed composting facility

The Proposal
This landscape and maintenance scheme has been prepared by Katie Burfitt to
accompany an application for a new on-farm Green Waste Composting Facility. It sets out
a detailed landscape plan and specification together with a 5-year maintenance scheme.
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THE PROPOSED LANDSCAPING
The proposed new on-farm Green Waste Composting Facility compost pad measures
approximately 80m x 115m. This will be flanked to the east and south by a planted bund
covering an area approximately 1 ha (9200m2). The landscaping will create an attractive
area of planting screening the low-lying compost pad from views from the south and east.
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Soil handling during the creation of the bund will be undertaken following best practice
guidelines to industry standards with the intention of preserving soil structure wherever
possible. Soil will not be handled during weather conditions which are too wet or too cold.
Stones greater than 200mm in any dimension and other erroneous objects will be removed
from the top layer of soil.
The site landscape plan below shows the layout, traffic routes and the location of the
compost pad with landscaped screening bund. A larger version of this plan is available in
Appendix 1 of this document.

Proposed Green Waste Recycling Facility at Gayton Road Kislingbury, Landscape Plan
No. KB-GAYT01 dated March 2022.
The bund will be landscaped:
•

Planting will create scrub with 2 different mixtures of trees and shrubs,

•

300 trees and shrubs will be planted at random, average spacing of 2m X 2m

In accordance with Forestry Commission guidelines on ash dieback disease, no ash will
be planted.
2.1 Tree and Shrub Planting
The landscaping scheme will include 200 trees and 100 shrubs. Grass and wildflower
seeding will be undertaken between the planted scrub.
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Any existing weeds and competing vegetation will be spot sprayed with herbicide at the
plant stations. Any established grass will be retained. Compacted soil will be broken up
and lightly cultivated. On good ground notch planting will be undertaken where-ever
possible. On poorer ground plants will be pit planted with soil conditioner where
necessary. No tree planting will be undertaken within 3m of existing infrastructure, ditch
lines, fences etc. No tree planting will be undertaken within 4m of any overhead cables.
Trees and shrubs to be planted at an average of 2m X 2m random spacing to create a
natural looking planting in single species groups of 5-9 plants. Shrubs are to be planted to
the outer perimeter slope beyond the inner tree planting area which is nearest the top of
the slope. Natural regeneration will be accepted. Plants will be protected from browsing
with 1.2m tree shelters or spiral guards as appropriate.
GAYTON ROAD KISLINGBURY PLANT NUMBERS

Botanical Name

Common
Name

Tree
Guard

Acer campestre

Field Maple

45-60cm

Tilia cordata

Lime

45-60cm

Carpinus betulus

Hornbeam

45-60cm

Salix caprea

Goat
Willow

45-60cm

Crataegus
monogyna

Hawthorn

45-60cm

Prunus spinosa

Blackthorn

45-60cm

Corylus avellana

Hazel

45-60cm

Rosa canina

Dog Rose

45-60cm

Size

Total

1.2m
shelter
1.2m
shelter
1.2m
shelter
600mm
spiral
600mm
spiral
600mm
spiral
600mm
spiral
600mm
spiral

Mix A

Mix B

25

25

25
50

50
25

25
25
25
25
150

150

It is the intention to undertake the planting and seeding in the first available planting
season following construction of the bund.
2.2 Seeding Area
An area of shade tolerant seeding will be established within and around the tree and shrub
planting on the bund. Any areas of disturbed soil around the development area will be
seeded to prevent establishment of weeds. The area will be shaded throughout some of
the day by the dense planting establishing on the bund.
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Any establishing weeds will be sprayed with herbicide. The surface will be stone-picked
and cultivated to break up compaction and provide a shallow seed bed of approximately
150mm depth. The areas will be broadcast sown with Germinal Seeds WFG8 Hedgerows
and Shaded Areas seed mix an 80:20 mix of grasses & native wildflowers including
Ransoms, Garlic Mustard and Bugle (or similar) at a reduced rate of 3g/m2 and rolled to
provide good contact with the soil where practical. The seeding rate is reduced because
most of the establishing ground cover will be lost as the scrub planting becomes more
established. As this achieves canopy closure between the plants out shading of the grass
and flowers beneath will occur. It is likely only the perimeter seeding will survive in the
long-term.
3

MAINTENANCE
The planting will be maintained for a 5-year period or until established. All existing trees
and shrubs will be retained. Weed growth around individual plants will be controlled by
herbicide, 2 applications per annum, to create a 1m width free of weeds. All failures will be
replaced in the following planting season to ensure 100% stocking rate. Vegetation
between the shrubs will be cut annually or as required. Tree shelters/guards will be
repositioned/maintained at each maintenance visit.
The seeding area will be cut annually. Weed infestation to be controlled by mechanical
removal or broadleaved herbicide spot application.
Annual Maintenance Schedule
Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

July

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

Tree and shrub planting
areas:
Spot herbicide
application and
repositioning of guards
1st Visit
2nd Visit
Vegetation between
plants
Topping
Seeding area
Year
1
only

Cut
Stone picking
As required
Replacement planting
Dormant season

The table above gives a schedule of the annual maintenance of the tree, shrub and
seeding areas.
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4

ENHANCEMENT OF BIODIVERSITY
The proposed landscape scheme for the green waste recycling facility will provide a new
area of scrub, with tree and shrub planting and wildflower seeding around the composting.
This will create a foraging ground for birds and small mammals, and habitat for
invertebrates as well as a potential refuge areas for small mammals etc. when the
neighbouring arable field is harvested. Narrow strips of scrub have a large edge effect and
are of value creating a transition area for birds and bats.
Two different species mixes will enable a more diverse plant structure including shade
tolerant wildflowers, trees and a variety of shrubs with different fruiting and flowering times
creating opportunities to sustain a greater variety of wildlife.
The planting and seeding of the surrounding large 1 ha bund, creating an area of high
value scrub, will enable a net biodiversity gain. The proposed planting scheme is set out
below.
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Appendix 1

Proposed Green Waste Recycling Facility at Gayton Road Kislingbury, Landscape Plan No. KB-GAYT01 dated March 2022.

