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1

INTRODUCTION AND SITE SETTING
The proposed development area is located approximately 1.2km to the north-west of
Rothersthorpe, 1.6km south, south-east of Kislingbury, Northamptonshire. The existing
site entrance is located approximately 110m south of the junction of Gayton Road and
Rothersthorpe Road.
The nearest properties are Hill Farm located due south and
Kislingbury Grange to the east. The national grid reference is SP70275775

Site Location
Google Aerial Photograph above showing location of the site

Proposed Compost Pad at Brockhall Estate, Hill Farm, Rothersthorpe Site Location Plan
No. GPP/HC/R/CP/22/01rev 3 by GP Planning dated 10th January 2022
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Google Imagery November 2021. The site entrance looking west into the site.
entrance is flanked by mature conifer trees and shrubby understorey.

The

Google imagery November 2021. The perimeter hedge to the east of the site between the
road and the weighbridge area is well established with mature ash trees.
The land adjoining the site is typical of this area. The majority of the larger surrounding
fields are arable with a few smaller open pasture fields immediately to the east. Well
established hedgerows with mature trees are a feature of the locality. Ash is the dominant
mature hedgerow tree with sycamore and declining elm stems found less frequently.
Hedges with either hawthorn or blackthorn dominating are found side-by-side.
The proposed site access will be the existing disused quarry entrance and weighbridge
area, and field-side track. Relatively little disturbance will be required here for construction
works. Much of the required site infrastructure, weighbridge area, parking area, hard
standing etc. is already in-situ screened behind hedgerows with mature trees along the
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roadside to the east and to the north and south. The site entrance is set In an enclosed
flat area of land which falls away to the west.
The 2 largest areas of the development will be located in 2 arable fields to the west,
accessed along an existing track beyond the site entrance. The proposed location of the
concrete compost pad (area 1.65ha) is in an undulating arable field which falls to the west.
The existing access track and a PROW run along the northern side of the proposed
compost pad. The footpath is screened by well developed hedgerows to the north and
south. A shallow surface water attenuation basin (area 0.25ha) will be located in an arable
field to the northof the proposed compost pad on the northern side of the PROW and
access track.

Photograph below,
looking west
along the footpath adjacent to the
proposed composting facility. The
exisitng hedgerows either side of the
footpath screen views of the
development areas.

Small Scale on Farm Green Waste Composting Facility Gayton Road Kislingbury
Summary Ecological Appraisal March 2022

5

1.1 The Proposed Development
This is a small-scale on-farm green waste (open windrow) composting facility on land off
Gayton Road, Kislingbury, Northamptonshire. The proposed new compost pad measures
approximately 80m x 118m. It will be sited to the south of an existing access track. A new
shallow surface water attenuation basin will be located north of this access track. Both will
be constructed on arable land adjacent to a restored sand quarry. There are no large
buildings associated with this development. Access will be from Gayton Road to the east
along existing tracks.

Proposed Compost Pad at Brockhall Estate Hill Farm, Rothersthorpe. Layout Plan with
Aerial Photography no. GPP/HC/R/CP/22/02a rev 3 dated 10th January 2022. A larger
version of this plan is available in Appendix 1 of this document.
1.2 Objectives and Scope of the Report
This is a preliminary ecological appraisal for a proposed small scale on-farm green waste
composting facility on land off at Gayton Road, Kislingbury, Northamptonshire. It will
broadly follow the CIEEM (Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management)
Guidelines for a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal where appropriate for the site, given the
small size of the proposal.
This document sets out to:
•

Establish baseline conditions at the site giving detailed descriptions of habitats
affected and determine the importance of ecological features at the site and in the
locality.
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•

Establish any requirements for further surveys as appropriate.

•

Identify key constraints and recommend options to avoid significant effects on
ecological features at an early stage.

•

Identify mitigation and enhancement opportunities for biodiversity where possible.

This document has been prepared by Katie Burfitt to accompany an application for a new
on-farm Green Waste Recycling Facility. The author of the report is an experienced
landscape and ecological consultant with more than twenty years’ experience within the
industry. The methodology has included a desk study with a limited data search due to the
size of the development and a site visit. The scope of this document will be limited given
the small area of the proposal.

2

Desk Study
A limited desk study, proportionate to the size and impact of the proposed development,
has been undertaken to identify significant or protected habitats or species within the
locality which could potentially be affected by the proposal. A list of sources of information
can be found in Appendix 2 of this document. This desk study is presented as a summary
of the results.
There are no statutory or non-statutory designated sites within 2km of the site. The image
below shows the location of designated sites. SSSIs (Sites of Special Scientific Interest)
and Local Nature Reserve (LNR) are shown in green. The nearest are Bugbrooke
Meadows SSSI some 2.8km to the north-west, Storten Pits LNR 3.4km to the north-east,
Tiffield Pocket Park LNR 4.6km to the south, Blisworth Rectoy Farm Quarry SSSI 4.7 km
to the south-south west and Roade Cutting Wood SSSI 6.2km to the south east of the site.
There are no County Wildlife Sites identified within 2km of the site.

Image from DEFRA MAGIC website above showing statutory designated sites.
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The DEFRA Magic website also shows European Protected Species licensing sites blue
squares for bats. There are no records of existing newt ponds within 2km of the site.
Records of protected species in the locality have been sourced. The following protected or
notable species have been recorded:
Barn owl
Buzzard
Corn bunting
Dunnock
Grey partridge
House sparrow
Kestrel
Lapwing
Sky lark
Song thrush
Snipe
Starling
Sparrow hawk
Tree sparrow
Yellow hammer
Yellow wagtail
Several species of bats
Hedgehog
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It is probable that birds and several species of bats are foraging within the development
site areas, adjacent to the well-established hedgerows along the footpath and within the
enclosed site entrance area.
A list of other common species of flora and fauna found on site or known to inhabit the
locality is found in Appendix 3 of this document.
3

SITE VISIT
A site visit was undertaken on 27th July 2021 and a detailed survey carried out of the site
and the local environment. A photographic record of the proposed location was compiled.
The July visit was an overcast morning, the temperature about 15 degrees C and there
was a gentle breeze.
The overriding impression of the site entrance was of a previous industrial area with
existing access roads, weighbridge foundations, graveled parking area, all enclosed by tall
perimeter vegetation. The locations to be used for the compost pad and basin were arable
fields in stubble, recently harvested maize.
The hedgerows surrounding the adjacent fields were species poor but well established and
dense with good numbers of mature hedgerow trees, most of which were ash.

Gayton Road Kislingbury Phase 1 Ecological Habitat Plan no. KB-GAYT 02 dated March
2022
A larger version of this plan is available in Appendix 4 of this document.
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The plan above shows the dominant habitats and notable features of the site and the
locality in July 2021. The planning permission site area is outlined in red. The standard
key for ecology has been used to show the habitats at the proposed site. A larger version
of the plan below can be found in Appendix4 of this document.
Each habitat within the planning boundary is described below in item 4 to give a detailed
indication of the condition of the habitats during July 2021.
There were no visible animal tracks across the land and few birds apparent in the
hedgerows at the time of visit.

4

HABITAT DESCRIPTIONS

4.1 Enclosed Site Entrance Graveled Area
Site photos were taken on 27th July 2021.

Photograph of graveled area to be used for car parking just inside the site entrance
There was little established vegetation within the graveled area, a few grasses and some
teasels in the background. Moisture would be the limiting factor, good drainage preventing
vegetation from establishing here. Elsewhere beyond the access track and the
development area there were pockets of tall ruderal plants including teasels, thistles, a
large patch of hemlock, rosebay willowherb etc.

4.2 Existing Access Track
The photograph below shows the condition of the access track into the site entrance. This
is currently frequently used for agricultural access to the adjoining fields.
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Photograph left of
existing access track
looking to the east
towards
the
site
entrance.
The overhead power
cable can be seen
above. The PROW is
located behind the
overgrowth to the left
of the photograph.

4.3 Arable fields
The 3 photographs below show the approximate location of the proposed green waste
recycling pad. This is flanked to the north and west by mature trees.
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Photograph showing approximate location of concrete pad

Photograph looking west of the existing access track and arable field where the
composting facility will be sited.
Photograph below looking south with the proposed location of the compost pad in the
foreground.
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Photograph above looking west of the field where the surface water attenuation basin will
be located.
The arable fields, which had just been harvested for maize at the time of the visit, are the
largest areas to be affected by the development.

5

EVALUATION, IMPACT AND CONCLUSION
Notable Species: The site has habitat that might potentially support species that receive
specific legal protection. Species of bat are likely to frequent the site hunting alongside the
perimeter trees and hedgerows. None of the habitat associated with these species will
undergo negative change during the development.
Reptiles and Amphibians: Although the site theoretically has habitat suitable for herptiles
it is unlikely to be colonized by reptiles and amphibians. There are no recorded species in
the locality. The vast areas of arable fields make much of the habitat in the locality
unsuitable. The adjacent habitats will remain unchanged. The habitat suitability for most
amphibians is low. There are no known newt ponds within 2km of the site.
There are no records of protected species amphibians and reptiles within the locality.
Mammals: Foraging bats are potential visitors to the site. There are no trees on the
development site to support roosting bats. There are records of hedgehogs within the
locality. The majority of habitats associated with these species will remain unchanged.
Badgers are not known to visit the area and there are no records. The presence of other
protected mammals is considered unlikely.
Birds: Few species of bird were evident in the locality. The most important habitats for
birds: the hedgerows and adjacent mature trees will be retained unchanged.
Flora: Any native ground flora is not considered to be locally or nationally important and
this will largely remain unchanged. Agricultural fields have extremely low wildlife value
and their loss will be of minimum impact on biodiversity.
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Once the development is constructed there will be little impact on the surrounding habitats.
The adjacent fields, trees and hedgerows will not be impacted following the
construction phase. During the construction phase there will be a temporary impact on
adjacent habitats due to noise, dust and disturbance as the development is installed.
There will be no effect on the nearest LNR and SSSI during and after the construction
period.
There are limited habitats suitable for wildlife within the proposed development boundary.
There will be no effect on any statutory designated sites and protected species. The
overall impact of the development is thought to be low.
The largest areas to be affected by the development are the arable fields. These are
considered to have low biodiversity value offering few opportunities for wildlife. Arable
crops are dense monocultures with limited value for most organisms.
Conclusion of the Impact of the Development
In summary the impact of the development on the biodiversity value of the site and the
locality is considered to be insignificant. The following factors have led to this conclusion:
•
•
•
•
•

The small size of the development area.
The location of the development site on an existing frequently used site entrance
and in arable fields with little biodiversity value.
Small change in habitat.
No impact on statutory wildlife sites.
The retention of all existing perimeter habitats.

Requirements for Further Surveys
Due to the small size and limited impact of the development additional surveys are not
considered to be required.

6

ENHANCEMENT OF BIODIVERSITY
The proposed landscape scheme for the green waste recycling facility will provide a new
area of scrub, with tree and shrub planting and wildflower seeding around the composting.
This will create a foraging ground for birds and small mammals, and habitat for
invertebrates as well as a potential refuge areas for small mammals etc. when the
neighbouring arable field is harvested. Narrow strips of scrub have a large edge effect and
are of value creating a transition area for birds and bats.
Two different species mixes will enable a more diverse plant structure including shade
tolerant wildflowers, trees and a variety of shrubs with different fruiting and flowering times
creating opportunities to sustain a greater variety of wildlife.
The landscaping scheme will include 200 trees and 100 shrubs. Grass and wildflower
seeding will be undertaken between the planted scrub. This will cover an area of
approximately 1 ha on a bund to the south and east of the proposed compost pad.
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The areas will be broadcast sown with Germinal Seeds WFG8 Hedgerows and Shaded
Areas seed mix an 80:20 mix of grasses & native wildflowers including Ransoms, Garlic
Mustard and Bugle.
The planting and seeding of the surrounding large 1 ha bund, creating an area of high
value scrub, will enable a net biodiversity gain. The proposed planting scheme is set out
below.

Proposed Green Waste Recycling Facility at Gayton Road Kislingbury, Landscape Plan
No. KB-GAYT01 dated March 2022. A larger version of the plan below can be found in
Appendix 5 of this document.
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APPENDICES
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Appendix 1
Proposed Compost Pad at Brockhall Estate Hill Farm, Rothersthorpe. Layout Plan with Aerial Photography no. GPP/HC/R/CP/22/02a rev 3 dated 10th
January 2022

Appendix 2
Sources of information
DEFRA MAGIC website
Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management Guidelines for a
Preliminary Ecological Appraisal
Google Earth
lnr.naturalengland web site

Appendix 3
Species List of Common Names
The following plant species were also noted or known to be present on or in the vicinity of
the site:
Ash
Blackthorn
Bramble
Bristly ox tongue
Burdock
Cleavers
Common nettle
Creeping thistle
Dog rose
Elder
Elm
Fat hen
Goat willow
Grasses various species
Guelder rose
Hazel
Hawthorn
Hemlock
Leylandii
Moss
Oak
Ragwort
Rosebay willow herb
Privet
Ragwort
Poplar
Sycamore
Teasels
Willow, various sp
The following mammal and bird species were also noted or known to be present on the
site or in the locality:
Several species of bat
Hedgehog

Grey squirrel
Rabbit
Barn owl
Black bird
Blue tit
Chaffinch
Crow
Dunnock
Fieldfare
Goldfinch
Great tit
Gull
House Sparrow
Jackdaw
Kestrel
Long tailed tit
Mallard
Pheasant
Pigeon
Robin
Rook
Skylark
Starling
Swallow
Thrush
Wren
Wall brown butterfly
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Appendix 4
Gayton Road Kislingbury Phase 1 Ecological Habitat Plan no. KB-GAYT02 dated March 2022

Appendix 5
Proposed Green Waste Recycling Facility at Gayton Road Kislingbury, Landscape Plan No. KB-GAYT01 dated March 2022

