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1 INTRODUCTION
1.1 Context
1.1.1

This Planning Statement accompanies a Planning Application which is submitted to West
Northamptonshire Council (as Waste Planning Authority), on behalf of H. Collins & Son, seeking planning
permission for an on-farm Green Waste (Open Windrow) Composting Facility on land off Gayton Road,
Kislingbury, Northamptonshire.

1.1.2

The proposal will enable the Applicant to produce their own compost for use a soil improver on the
surrounding farming estate in replacement of buying less environmentally friendly inorganic fertilisers.

1.1.3

The submission includes the following information, documents and drawings:

Documents
 Planning Statement (this document);
 Noise Assessment (Appendix 1)
 Flood Risk & Surface Water Drainage Scheme (Appendix 2)
 Transport Statement (Appendix 3)
 Landscape and Maintenance Scheme (Appendix 4)
 Ecological Appraisal & Biodiversity Enhancement (Appendix 5)

Drawings
 GPP/HC/R/CP/22/01 v5 - Site Location Plan
 GPP/HC/R/CP/22/02 v4 - Site Layout Plan
 GPP/HC/R/ CP/22/02a v4 - Site Layout Plan (with aerial imagery)
 GPP/HC/R/CP/22/03 v3 – Site Receptor Plan
 GPP/HC/R/ CP/22/05 v0 - Elevations of Site Office/Welfare Building
 GPP/HC/R/ CP/22/06 v0 – Elevation of Pump House
 GPP/HC/R/ CP/22/07 v0 – Elevation of Fire Water Tanks
 GPP/HC/R/ CP/22/08 v1 – Catchment Area Plan (Appendix 6)
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1.2 Planning History
1.2.1

The land immediately west of the Application Site was a former sand and gravel quarry that has been
restoration using inert materials. The infrastructure around the entrance including weighbridge and
tuning area is still evident today.

1.3 The Application Site and its Setting
1.3.1

The Application Site is situated off Gayton Road, Kislingbury, Northamptonshire approximately 275
metres north of Hill Farm House (NN7 4AB) in the ownership of the Applicant. The site has an existing
gated access from Gayton Road constructed to facilitate the former sand and gravel quarry, which has
now been restored using inert material. The application site has been chosen having regard to providing
a suitable access for vehicles.

1.3.2

The google earth image below shows the location of the proposed green waste composting operation in
proximity to the surrounding area identifying the closest receptor locations and the point of access from
Gayton Road.

C026-01/ Planning Application
May 2022
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The nearest point of the Kislingbury Grange complex is situated approximately 300 metres to the east of
the site entrance to the proposed facility. The nearest properties of Kislingbury village are approximately
1.2 kilometres from the site. A Site Receptor Plan (reference GPP/HC/R/CP/22/03 v3) is enclosed within
this planning submission and shows the main sensitive receptors within a 2km radius of the site.

1.3.4

A Public Footpath (KW12) runs east to west along the track adjacent to the site and stops at Gayton
Road.

1.3.5

The Application Site is located within Flood Zone 1, which has the lowest risk of flooding.

1.4 Pre-Application Advice
1.4.1

On the 11th September 2020, the Waste Planning Authority responded to the Applicant’s request for
pre-application planning advice. The Waste Planning Authority’s response is set out below.

The potential development of a waste recycling facility would need to be assessed in
accordance with the Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan (MWLP) (2017), and
the key strategic policies to consider are Policies 11 and 12. Crucially, the proposed
composting process is categorised as ‘preliminary treatment’ and therefore its location
within the rural hinterland complies with the spatial strategy. I would note that facilities in
the rural hinterland should have a local or neighbourhood catchment. Any proposal for a
waste recycling facility would need to demonstrate that the development satisfies the
criteria listed in Policy 12.
Policy 18 of the MWLP requires the impact of proposed minerals and waste development to
be considered and addressed. The details you have provided are to create a new composting
facility with a small throughput of 20,000 tonnes waste per annum in a rural location which
is the type of location suitable for these developments. However, waste developments can
give rise to amenity impacts therefore any application would need to address these possible
impacts and how they would be mitigated and controlled. You list the most pertinent issues
in your Pre-Application Report i.e. odour/bioaerosols, noise, flood risk/surface water
drainage, ecology, traffic/access, and landscape/visual impact, all of which we recommend
covering in any submission. Further guidance on these and other matters which may need to
be covered have been included in the Local List on our website which can be found here.
Policies 19, 20, 21, 23 and 26 are also relevant and would need to be addressed in any
planning application submission. Traffic/access may be a contentious issue with local
residents/Parish Council’s given that the access route will be via the villages of Kislingbury or
C026-01/ Planning Application
May 2022

5

GP PLANNING LTD

PLANNING STATEMENT

Rothersthorpe to/from the strategic road network, therefore the use of large HGV’s is not
recommended.

Any planning application should also address the relevant policies contained within the West
Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy 2014 (WNJCS) that you have listed in your PreApplication Report. You should also be mindful of the emphasis on providing net gains for
biodiversity in the NPPF.
In summary, whilst the proposed site is in a location which broadly complies with the spatial
strategy for waste management (MWLP Policy 11) and therefore acceptable in principle any
proposal would need to demonstrate compliance with the above mentioned Policies of the
MWLP and WNJCS. This view is expressed without prejudice to the outcome of any planning
application which would be considered on its merits.

1.5 Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations 2017
Application of Regulations – Screening
1.5.1

The proposed development does not fall under Schedule 1 development as set out in the Town and
Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017. No mandatory EIA is therefore
required.

1.5.2

In terms of Schedule 2 of the EIA Regulations, the proposed development falls within Paragraph 11
“Other Projects, (b) Installations for the disposal of waste” and provides that where the site is greater
than 0.5 hectare an EIA may be needed. The site is approximately 2.21 hectares (including the length of
the long access road) and falls within the indicative thresholds of Schedule 2.

1.5.3

Paragraph: 017 (Reference ID: 4-017-20170728) of the Planning Practice Guide states that:

If a proposed project is listed in the first column in Schedule 2 of the 2017 Regulations and
exceeds the relevant thresholds or criteria set out in the second column (sometimes referred
to as ‘exclusion thresholds and criteria’) the proposal needs to be screened by the local
planning authority to determine whether significant effects on the environment are likely
and hence whether an Environmental Impact Assessment is required.

1.5.4

The Planning Practice Guide (Paragraph: 018 (Reference ID: 4-018-20170728) also confirms:

Only a very small proportion of Schedule 2 development will require an Environmental
Impact Assessment. While it is not possible to formulate criteria or thresholds which will
provide a universal test of whether or not an assessment is required, it is possible to offer a
C026-01/ Planning Application
May 2022
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broad indication of the type or scale of development which is likely to require an assessment.
It is also possible to provide an indication of the sort of development for which an
assessment is unlikely to be necessary. To aid local planning authorities to determine
whether a project is likely to have significant environmental effects, a set of indicative
thresholds and criteria have been produced. See the indicative thresholds and criteria. The
table also gives an indication of the types of impact that are most likely to be significant for
particular types of development.

1.5.5

The basic test of the need for EIA in this case is the likelihood of significant effects on the environment
by virtue of factors such as its nature, size and location. The EIA Regulations provide definitions of those
areas that are regarded as ‘sensitive’, and these include Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI),
National Parks, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), World Heritage Sites, Conservation Areas,
scheduled monuments, and internationally designated sites. None of these apply in this case.

1.5.6

The indicative thresholds and criteria supporting the Planning Practice Guide provides the following in
respect waste management related proposals:

1.5.7

The scale of the proposal is modest and is not located in a sensitive area. Its potential environmental
impact is unlikely to be significant given that it will be an on-farm green waste composting operation. It

is therefore considered that the proposal is not ‘EIA development’ for the purposes of the EIA
Regulations 2017. The Council’s response to the Applicant’s request for pre-application planning advice
also confirmed in their view that:

Given the scale and nature of the proposals, we agree with your conclusion that the proposal
is not EIA development.

C026-01/ Planning Application
May 2022
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PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

2.1 Introduction
2.1.1

The proposal relates to an on-farm green waste (open windrow) composting facility and liquid digestate
lagoon on land at the Applicant’s existing farm holding. The Planning Application is submitted on behalf
of H. Collins and Son. The final compost product will be spread on the surrounding agricultural land as a
soil improver and replace the need for the Applicant to import non-organic fertilizers to support crop
growth on the farm.

2.1.2

The Planning Application site is shown edged red on drawing reference GPP/HC/R/CP/22/01 v5 (Site
Plan). The Application Site is 2.21 hectares in size. The land in the ownership of the Applicant is shown
edged in blue on drawing reference GPP/HC/R/CP/22/01 v5.

2.1.3

A site layout plan (drawing reference GPP/HC/R/CP/22/02 v4) is appended to this statement showing
how the site will be laid out and accessed. Drawing GPP/HC/R/CP/22/02a v4 shows the proposed site
layout plan with aerial imagery.

2.2 Reception & Shredding of Green Waste
2.2.1

Green waste will arrive to the site in green waste collection vehicles, 7.5 light good vehicles (tippers) or
by tractor trailer. Vehicles will firstly bare left upon arriving at the site to be weighed on the weighbridge
before heading to the reception area to drop of the green waste material. The green waste will be
deposited on an impermeable concrete surface with a sealed drainage system and shredded in
preparation for open-air windrow composting on the pad to the south.

2.2.2

Having dropped off the imported green waste, vehicles will loop back to the weighbridge to weigh again
before leaving the site onto Gayton road in a circular manner. The material will then shredded in
preparation for open windrow composting on the concrete pad.

2.3 Windrows – Process Control
2.3.1

The proposed windrowing area is roughly 80 metres by 75 metres in size and will allow for roughly 6-8
windrow piles comprising approximately 225 cubic metres of material in each pile. The windrow pile
dimensions will typically be 6 metres wide at the base by 3 metres high and 25 metres in length. The
compost windrowing area is shown on the attached Site Layout drawing reference GPP/HC/R/CP/22/03
v4.

C026-01/ Planning Application
May 2022
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Moisture & Temperature Control
2.3.2

The composting material will be maintained with suitable moisture content to encourage
decomposition. However, the windrow material being composted will be regularly monitored (daily) for
moisture content and temperature to ensure that optimum degradation conditions are maintained, and
sanitation of the compost occurs. The temperature of the compost will be monitored by use of a long
stem thermometer. Temperature readings will be taken at several points on a regular basis throughout
the composting mass to enable a temperature profile to be built up during the life of the windrow.

2.3.3

The moisture content of the windrows will be monitored by a simple ‘touch test’. This test will ensure
that when the material is held in the palm of the hand and gently squeezed the materials are moist
enough to stick together, but do not drip (if water seeps out, it is too wet, and if the materials do not
stick together, it is too dry). If the material becomes too dry water will be added using a bowser
(normally during turning) or from the interceptor tank. Composting piles do not often become soaked
throughout (and become too wet) because rainwater usually runs off the surface of the pile or
evaporates, however, if during high rainfall the windrows become too wet the material will either (or
both) be turned more frequently to allow natural drying or mixed with drier material from another feed
stock to obtain the appropriate moisture content.

Turning
2.3.4

The composting process is aerobic and therefore requires oxygen to break down the feedstock. The
windrows will therefore be turned regularly, at least once a week as a general rule for the first 6 weeks,
to introduce oxygen and prevent the material becoming anaerobic and therefore reduce the potential of
odours caused through anaerobic conditions. Feedstocks will be mixed and screened to create the right
properties for composting ensuring that an appropriate carbon to nitrogen ratio (25:1 to 40:1) is
maintained. The proposed composting facility is a low-key operation, and its corresponding windrows
will be relatively small in size and therefore easy to manage and control.

Completion of the Composting Process
2.3.5

It is expected that the windrows will be composted in approximately 8 weeks, by which time the volume
of the windrows will have considerably reduced. At this stage the material will be left undisturbed for a

further 1 – 2 weeks for a ‘maturation period’ during which the microbiological and chemical activity will
be significantly reduced. Checks, however, will be made to ensure that temperature continues to fall.
The composting product will be stored in concrete bays as shown on drawing reference
GPP/HC/R/CP/22/02 v4 – Site Layout Plan.
C026-01/ Planning Application
May 2022
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Deployment of Compost
2.3.6

The proposal will enable the finished compost product to be spread on the Applicant’s own farming land
as a fertilizer. Application of the compost product on the Applicant’s surrounding farmland will improve
the physical, chemical and biological properties of the soil. The application of the product will also:

 Reduce the soils bulk density
 Improve aeration and nutrient holding capacity
 Drainage of dense soils
 Water holding capacity of sandy soils
 Increase yield potential
 Reduced the need for artificial fertiliser.
2.3.7

The product will be applied to the applicant’s agricultural land in accordance with MAFF’s

 Code of Agricultural Practice for the Protection of Water;
 Code of Good Agricultural Practice for the Protection of Air;
 Code of Good Agricultural Practice for the Protection of Soil.
2.3.8

On the basis this Planning Application is successful, the Applicant will apply to the Environment Agency
for an Environmental Permit in order to operate the site.

2.3.9

The Applicant proposes to obtain PAS100 accreditation in respect of the compost produced on the site.
This will require the Applicant to commence operations in order that compost may be produced and
assessed to verify that the composted material meets that standard.

Sales of Compost
2.3.10 The Applicant proposes to sell smaller quantities of compost from the site in compost bulk bags to
landscapers. This would, however, be on a limited basis as most of the finished compost material will be
spread as a fertiliser on the surrounding land in the ownership of the Applicant.

2.4 Throughput of Green Waste Material
2.4.1

The proposal will involve the composting of approximately 20,000 tonnes of green waste per annum.

C026-01/ Planning Application
May 2022
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2.5 Drainage & Surface Water
2.5.1

It is proposed that an impermeable concrete pad is constructed on which the composting operations
will take place, as shown on drawing reference GPP/HC/R/CP/22/01 v4 – Site Layout Plan.

2.5.2

The proposed basin/lagoon to the north west of the green waste composting facility will provide
attenuation for surface run-off from the impermeable surface. The lagoon will be lined with a 2millimetre (mm) high-density polyethylene (HDPE) membrane and will have a floating cover which will
be approximately 1mm thick. All HDPE liners will be welded together to ensure a water tight seal. The
lagoon will have a freeboard of at least 0.75m.

2.5.3

The collected surface water run-off will be sprayed over the compost windrows to ensure that they are
maintained at an appropriate moisture content to aid the process. Any surplus water will be tankered
off site and disposed of at an appropriate waste management facility.

2.6 Hours of Operation
2.6.1

The proposed hours of operation are as follows:

 0800 – 1700 hours Monday to Friday;
 0800 – 1300 hours on Saturdays
 0900 – 1400 hours - flexibility to receive green waste on Sundays, Public or Bank Holidays to meet
demand (no screening/shredding or other operations)

2.7 Site Office/Welfare
2.7.1

A Site Office/Welfare portacabin will be situated opposite the weighbridge. This will be used for booking
deliveries of material and used by staff on site as mess facilities. The building will be circa 12 metres by 6
metres and 2.5 metres high. Elevations and floor plan of the proposed building are shown on drawing
GPP/HC/R/CP/22/05 rev 0.

2.8 Plant Storage Area
2.8.1

Plant and equipment will be stored near the weighbridge as shown on drawing reference
GPP/HC/R/CP/22/02 v4 – Site Layout Plan.

C026-01/ Planning Application
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2.9 Access, Traffic and Transportation
Access
2.9.1

Access to the site will be via the existing entrance from Gayton Road as shown on drawing no.
GPP/HC/R/CP/22/01 v4 – Site Layout Plan - titled Site Layout Plan. The existing entrance that was used
to export sand and gravel (and import inert waste for restoration purposes) by HGVs when the land to
the south was quarried for mineral and restored using inert waste materials.

2.9.2

The site entrance has suitable visibility splays and geometry to support the proposed facility and will be
used to transport green waste to the shredding/composting area.

Transportation of Green Waste
2.9.3

Based on a throughput of 20,000 tonnes of green waste per annum with anticipated average payload on
5 tonnes, the proposed facility will result in approximately 15-20 deliveries of green waste per day
during the busier Spring/Summer/Autumn moths. The seasonal nature of the proposal means that the
site will be quieter in the winter and busier in the Spring/Summer/Autumn months. The main green
waste composting season will therefore be between April and September.

2.9.4

It is anticipated that the deliveries of green waste will be a mix of Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGV’s walking
floor), Road Collection Vehicles (RCV’s) and small contractor vans.

2.9.5

The Application Site will benefit from a turning area/head for HCVs, which will allow vehicles to leave
the site in a forward gear. Once into the site from Gayton Road, incoming vehicles will tun immediately

left and head towards the weighbridge to be booked in and weighed. They will then head to the
composting area to unload. On return, the vehicles will go back over the weighbridge before leaving the
site in a forward motion onto Gayton Road.

2.10 Fire Water Tank & Pump House
2.10.1 Two fire water tanks and associated pump house will be located near to the entrance of the site for
potential fire fighting purposes. Elevations of the fire water tanks are shown on drawing
GPP/HC/R/CP/22/07 rev 0. Elevations of the pump house are shown on drawing GPP/HC/R/CP/22/06
rev 0. In addition to a main water supply, rainwater will be harvested from the agricultural building
which will be located adjacent to the facility.
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PLANNING POLICY CONTEXT

3.1 Introduction
3.1.1

Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires that the determination of a
planning application must be made in accordance with the Development Plan unless material
considerations indicate otherwise.

3.1.2

In this instance, the Development Plan consists of the following document(s):

 West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (adopted December 2014);
 Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan (July 2017) and,
 South Northamptonshire Local Plan Part 2 (July 2020)
3.1.3

The main policies within each document considered relevant to the proposal are set out below.

3.2 The Development Plan
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (December 2014) – Local Plan Part 1
3.2.1

The following policies contained within the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy have been
assessed as being relevant in the determination of this application.

 Policy SA: Presumption in Favour of Sustainable Development;
 Policy S1: The Distribution of Development;
 Policy S10: Sustainable Development Principles;
 Policy BN2: Biodiversity;
 Policy BN5: The Historic Environment and Landscape;
 Policy BN7A: Water Supply, Quality and Wastewater Infrastructure;
 Policy BN7: Flood Risk, and
 Policy BN9: Planning for Pollution Control.

Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan
3.2.2

The Minerals and Waste Local Plan update, which concentrated on reviewing the sites and allocations in
the previously adopted 2014 Local Plan and was revised on 1 July 2017.

C026-01/ Planning Application
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Paragraph 2.7 of the adopted Minerals and Waste Local Plan echoes European waste management
targets. It seeks to increase recycling and composting of household waste to 50% by 2020.

3.2.4

The following policies are considered to be relevant to the proposal:

 Policy 10: Northamptonshire’s Waste Management Capacity;
 Policy 11: Spatial Strategy for Waste Management;
 Policy 12: Development Criteria for Waste Management Facilities;
 Policy 18: Addressing the Impact of Proposed Minerals and Waste Development
 Policy 19: Encouraging Sustainable Development
 Policy 20: Natural Assets and Resources
 Policy 21: Landscape Character
 Policy 22: Historic Environment
 Policy 23: Layout and Design Quality
 Policy 24: Restoration and After-Use
3.2.5

Policy 10: Northamptonshire’s Waste Management Capacity states that:

The development of a sustainable waste management network to support growth and net
self-sufficiency within Northamptonshire will involve the provision of facilities to meet the
following indicative waste management capacity requirements during the plan period:
Hierarchy Level

Management Method

Preparing for re-use
and recycling

Recycling (non-inert)

Other Recovery

Composting and anaerobic
digestion
Inert Recycling
Hazardous Recycling
Advanced Treatment
Hazardous Treatment
Inert Recovery/Landfill

Indicative Capacity
Requirement (Million
Tonnes per Annum)
2021
0.26

2031
0.28

0.17

0.19

0.74
0.02
0.86
0.01
0.16

0.74
0.02
0.92
0.01
0.16

This provision will come from a mix of extensions to existing sites, intensification or
redevelopment of existing sites and new sites, providing they all meet the spatial strategy for
waste management and are assessed as meeting environmental, amenity and other

C026-01/ Planning Application
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requirements. Allocations for waste development will also contribute to meeting this
provision.

3.2.6

Policy 11: Spatial Strategy for Waste Management reads:

Northamptonshire’s waste management network, particularly advanced treatment facilities
with a sub-regional or wider catchment, will be focussed within the central spine and the
sub-regional centre of Daventry. Development should be concentrated in Northampton,
Wellingborough, Kettering, Corby and Daventry. Development in the smaller towns should
be consistent with their local service role.
Facilities in urban areas should be co-located together and with complementary activities.

At the rural service centres, facilities with a local or neighbourhood catchment will provide
for preliminary treatment in order to deal with waste generation from these areas.

In the rural hinterlands only facilities with a local or neighbourhood catchment providing for
preliminary treatment, or that are incompatible with urban development, should be
provided. Where it is the latter, they should deal with waste generated from identified urban
areas and be appropriately located to serve those areas.

Facilities in rural areas should, where possible, be associated with existing rural employment
uses.

3.2.7

Policy 12 of the adopted Joint Minerals and Waste Local Plan details the development criteria for waste
management facilities. It states that:

Proposals for waste management facilities (including at existing facilities and extensions to
existing facilities) must demonstrate that the development:



Does not conflict with the spatial strategy for waste management



Promotes the development of a sustainable waste management network and
facilitates delivery of Northamptonshire’s waste management capacity requirements



Clearly establishes a need for the facility identifying the intended functional role,
intended catchment area for the waste to be managed, market base for any outputs
and where applicable the requirement for a specialist facility;



Is in general conformity with the principles of sustainability (particularly regarding
the intended catchment area);



Facilitates the efficient collection and recovery of waste materials, and

C026-01/ Planning Application
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Where intended for use by the local community, is readily and safely accessible to
those it is intended to serve

South Northamptonshire Local Plan (July 2020)
3.2.8

The South Northamptonshire Local Plan (Part 2) was adopted at a meeting of South Northamptonshire’s
full Council on 22 July 2020. The Part 2 Settlements and Countryside Local Plan for South
Northamptonshire (Part 2 Plan) builds on the policies of the adopted West Northamptonshire Joint Core
Strategy (“WNJCS”) (2014) and will cover the whole of the administrative area of South
Northamptonshire, including areas identified within the WNJCS as being required to meet
Northampton’s needs.

3.2.9

The following policies of the Part 2 Local Plan are considered to be relevant to the proposal.

 Policy SS2 General Development & Design Principles
 Policy EMP6 Farm Diversification
 Policy NE5 Biodiversity and Geodiversity

3.3 Other Relevant Documents
Development and Implementation Principles Supplementary Planning Document
(SPD)
3.3.1

The SPD was originally adopted in March 2007. A revision of the SPD was adopted in September 2011.

3.3.2

The SPD identifies principles and provides guidance to support:

 Minimisation of development related waste.
 Incorporating waste design and neighbourhood facilities (with other development).
 Prevention of land use conflict between minerals or waste and incompatible development.
 Implementation of catchment areas for waste management facilities.
 Sensitive design of minerals and waste development incorporating sustainable development
practices.

 Responsible stewardship which provides beneficial after-use of minerals and waste development.
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May 2022

16

GP PLANNING LTD

PLANNING STATEMENT

Northamptonshire Joint Municipal Waste Management Strategy
3.3.3

The Joint Municipal Waste Management Strategy is produced on behalf of the Districts, Boroughs and
the County Council of Northamptonshire with the aim of setting out the waste management aspirations
of the County over the 13-year plan period to 2026.

3.3.4

Paragraph 3.0 of the Joint Municipal Waste Management Strategy acknowledges the need for continued
improvements to levels of recycling and composting. It presents a series of recycling/composting rates
across the plan period.
Target year

County Wide

County Wide Landfill

Recycling/Composting Rate

Diversion Rate

2019/2020

54%

78%

2025/2026

56%

78%

National Planning Policy Framework
3.3.5

The National Planning Policy Framework was revised in July 2021. This document sets out the
Government's planning policies for England and how these are expected to be applied.

National Planning Practice Guidance
3.3.6

The Planning Practice Guide supports the NPPF.

3.3.7

Paragraph 009 (Reference ID: 009-20141016) states that:

Driving up the Waste Hierarchy is an integral part of the National Waste Management Plan
for England and National Planning Policy for Waste. All Local Planning Authorities must have
regard to the Plan and National Policy in preparing their local plans.

3.3.8

It then notes that:

National Waste Planning Policy is capable of being a material consideration in decisions on
planning applications for waste management facilities.
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National Planning Policy for Waste (October 2014)
3.3.9

National Planning Policy for Waste sets out the Government’s ambition towards securing a sustainable
and efficient approach to resource use and management.

3.3.10 In identifying suitable sites, paragraph 5 states that:
Waste Planning Authorities should assess the suitability of the sites and/or areas for new or
enhanced waste management facilities against each of the following criteria:


The extent to which the site or area will support other policies set out in this
document, and



Physical and environmental constraints on development, including existing and
proposed neighbouring land uses and having regard to the factors in Appendix B to
the appropriate level of detail needed to prepare the Local Plan.

3.3.11 Paragraph 7 states that:
When determining waste planning applications, Waste Planning Authorities should;


Consider the likely impact on the local environment and on amenity against the
criteria set out in Appendix B; and



Ensure that waste management facilities in themselves are well-designed so that
they contribute positively to the character and quality of the area in which they are
located.
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4 ASSESSMENT OF THE PROPOSAL
4.1 Introduction
4.1.1

From an assessment of the Development Plan and other relevant documents, the main issues in the
assessment of the proposed development are as follows:

 Principle of the Location of Development
 Non-Inert Waste Development Criteria
 Farm Diversification
 Catchment Area
 Design and Layout, and
 Environmental and Amenity Considerations.
4.1.2

The following section considers the main planning issues in turn.

4.2 Principle of Location - Waste Spatial Strategy
4.2.1

The proposed development is located in a predominantly rural area. Policy 11 of the adopted Minerals
and Waste Local Plan provides the spatial strategy in relation to waste management development in
rural areas. It states that:

In the rural hinterlands, only facilities with a local or neighbourhood catchment providing for
a preliminary treatment or that are incompatible with urban development should be
provided. Where it is the latter, they should deal with waste generated from identified urban
areas and be appropriately located to serve those areas.

4.2.2

The Waste Local Plan identifies the facility as ‘Preliminary Treatment in terms of its functional role. The
proposed open windrow composting facility is not ideally located in an urban area where there are
numerous sensitive receptors that have the potential to give rise odour and bioaerosol issues. Such
operations are typically found in rural locations as they are akin to agricultural related operations.

4.2.3

The proposed facility is therefore ‘incompatible with urban areas’ and needs to be located in the rural
hinterlands thereby complying with the waste spatial strategy.
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4.3 Non-Inert Waste Development Criteria
4.3.1

Policy 12 of the adopted Minerals and Waste Local Plan presents the overarching development criteria
for ‘non-inert’ waste management facilities. The Policy sets out a series of spatial and waste
management related criteria which are assessed below.

4.3.2

The first bullet point requirement of Policy 12 requires the development proposal to comply with the
Waste Spatial Strategy. As demonstrated in section 4.2 above, the proposal does not conflict with the
locational requirements of the Waste Spatial Strategy.

4.3.3

The second bullet requirement requires development proposals to promote the development of a
sustainable waste network and facilitate the delivery of Northamptonshire’s waste management
capacity requirements. Policy 10 of the Minerals and Waste Local Plan deals with Northamptonshire’s
waste management capacity requirements. It states that for ‘non-inert recycling’, there will be a 0.19
million tonnes per annum indicative shortfall in capacity of composting (and anaerobic digestion) to be
met. The Minerals and Waste Local Plan notes that permitted capacity may be significantly different
from the operational capacity due to permissions not being implemented, market constraints, etc.

4.3.4

Paragraph 5.2 of the adopted Minerals and Waste Local Plan notes that although the County has made
progress towards the realisation of a ‘zero waste economy’, ‘there is still a need to continue to drive
waste up the hierarchy, recognising waste as a resource and maximising recovery’ in line with the
aspirations of the Waste Hierarchy.

4.3.5

The capacity gap is effectively the difference between the permitted sites capacity and the forecast
capacity requirements. Table 7 of the adopted Minerals and Waste Local Plan identifies the ‘indicative’
capacity gap for the various waste management methods anticipated over the Plan period. Table 7
identifies that there is potentially sufficient waste management capacity to deal with the County’s
requirements for recycling, composting and anaerobic digestion.

4.3.6

Table 7 of the adopted Minerals and Waste Local Plan identifies the ‘indicative capacity gap’ for the
various waste management methods anticipated over the plan period. The Table suggests that there is
potentially sufficient capacity in order to accommodate the County’s requirements.

4.3.7

Although Table 7 of the adopted Minerals and Waste Local Plan suggests that the County has an
oversupply of waste management capacity in relation to recycling, composting and anaerobic digestion,
the calculations relied upon are indicative and may include:
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 Sites which have been granted planning permission but has not been implemented;
 Sites which have been granted planning permission but not commenced operation;
 Sites which only benefit from a limited life planning permission, and/or
 Sites which have been mothballed due to market constraints.
4.3.8

It is widely accepted that there is a need to not only meet waste management requirements but to
increase recycling and recovery rates across the UK that meet and exceed the Government’s objective
with regards to moving waste up the waste hierarchy.

4.3.9

The proposal therefore represents an opportunity to increase compliance with Government’s aspiration
of moving waste up the ‘Waste Hierarchy’ and minimising the landfill of waste.

4.3.10 In terms of the third and fourth bullet points of Policy 12, the ‘need’ for the proposed facility stems from
the aspirations to recover and recycle green waste, and through an open windrow composting process,
produce a good quality compost for use on the farmland in the Applicant’s ownership. As referred to
above, the proposed facility will therefore comply with the Government’s aspirations of by moving
waste up the Waste Hierarchy. The applicant has identified a local/sub-regional catchment area for the
green waste streams. The proposal therefore presents a sustainable opportunity to increase recycling
rates in the locality with an appropriate catchment area for green waste recycling.

4.3.11 In terms of sustainable transportation, the proposal will import and export material, as far as possible, in
bulk loads minimising the transportation of material and ensuring the efficient collection and recovery
of waste materials.

4.3.12 The last bullet of Policy 12 is not relevant to the determination of the proposal.
4.3.13 The above assessment demonstrates that the proposal is fully compliant with the non-inert waste
development criteria set out in Policy 12 of the Waste Local Plan.

4.4 Catchment Area
4.4.1

Policy 12 of the adopted Minerals and Waste Local Plan states that:

Proposals for waste management facilities (including existing facilities and extensions to
existing facilities) must demonstrate that the development…
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 Clearly establishes a need for the facility, identifying the intended functional role,
intended catchment area for the waste to be managed, market base for any outputs, and
where applicable the requirement for a specialist facility.
 Is in general conformity with the principles of sustainability (particularly regarding the
intended catchment area)
4.4.2

Paragraph 4 of the National Planning Policy for Waste recognises that:
New facilities will need to serve catchment areas large enough to secure the economic
viability of the plant.

4.4.3

In addition, paragraph 2.37 of the adopted Minerals and Waste Local Plan acknowledges that:
There will inevitably be some cross-border flows for reasons of geographical convenience,
which may be broadly balanced. This may occur due to some waste management facilities
(both within and outside the County) requiring a wider catchment as a result of operational
requirements and treatment processes for the specific waste stream.

4.4.4

A Catchment Area Plan (reference GPP/HC/R/ CP/22/08 v1) is enclosed at Appendix 6 to this statement.
The catchment area covers an approximate 40-mile radius from the site. This distance is considered to
give the Applicant the flexibility to attract green waste material providing commercial viability.
Commercial viability is influenced by a series of variables that include (but are not limited to):
 Gate fees;
 Haulage Costs;
 Operational Costs;
 Contract sizes and tenure;
 End User Requirements, and
 Competitor Activity.

4.4.5

The Application Site benefits from good access to the strategic road links to the neighbouring counties,
particularly in relation to its proximity to the motorway network.

4.4.6

It is, however, anticipated the green waste streams will come from the neighbouring districts of
Daventry and South Northamptonshire (and some movement of waste from beyond the County which
will result in a local/sub-regional catchment area).
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4.5 Farm Diversification
4.5.1

Policy EMP6 (Farm Diversification) of the South Northampton Local Plan (Part 2) states that:
Development that relates to the diversification of an existing farm, agricultural estate, or
other land-based rural business will be acceptable in principle provided that:
a. The proposal would not prejudice the continued viable operation of the existing use; and;
b. The character, scale and type of proposal is compatible with its location and landscape
setting; and
c. Existing buildings are reused wherever possible; and
d. Where new or replacement buildings are required, the proposal is in scale with the
surroundings and well related to any existing buildings on the site.

4.5.2

The Applicant’s proposal will enable the farm to diversify and provide a compost product for use on the
surrounding agricultural land. The proposal will not prejudice the viable operation of the existing use
and will be of a character, scale and type that is compatible with its location and landscape.

4.5.3

The proposed Site Office/Welfare building is small in scale and will not be a prominent feature in the
landscape due to it siting adjacent to mature hedgerow and trees. The proposal therefore complies with
Policy EMP6 of the South Northampton Local Plan (Part 2).

4.6 Design and Layout
4.6.1

Policy 18 provides an overarching assessment of environmental and amenity considerations in relation
to waste development proposals. It states that:
Built development is of a design and layout that has regard to its visual appearance in the
context of the defining characteristics of the local area.

4.6.2

Policy 23 of the adopted Minerals and Waste Local Plan echoes the sentiments of Policy 18 as well as
providing specific guidance in relation to design and layout. It states that (inter alia):
The layout and overall appearance of waste management facilities, and where appropriate
minerals development, will be required to demonstrate that the development:


Supports local identity and relates well to neighbouring sites and buildings, and



Is set in the context of the area in which it is to be sited in a manner that enhances
the overall townscape, landscape or streetscape (as appropriate).
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The design and layout of the proposed facility has had careful regard to minimising landscape and visual
impacts. The Applicant has taken advantage of the topography of the land and the surrounding mature
hedgerow and trees. The proposed landscaped perimeter screening bunds will assist to assimilate the
site within the surrounding landscape.

4.7 Environmental and Local Amenity Issues
4.7.1

Policy 18 of the adopted Minerals and Waste Local Plan provides overarching guidance for addressing
environmental and amenity impacts of minerals and waste development. Policy 18 states that:
Proposals for minerals and waste development must demonstrate that the following matters
have been considered and addressed:


Protecting

Northamptonshire’s

natural

resources

and

key

environmental

designations (including heritage assets)


Avoiding and/or minimising potentially adverse impacts to an acceptable level,
specifically addressing air emissions (including dust), odour, bioaerosols, noise and
vibration, slope stability, vermin and pests, birdstrike, litter, land use conflict and
cumulative impact;



Impacts on flood risk as well as the flow and quantity of surface and groundwater;



Ensuring built development is of a design and layout that has regard to its visual
appearance in the context of the defining characteristics of the local area; and



Ensuring that local amenity is protected.

Where applicable, a site-specific management plan should be developed to ensure the
implementation and maintenance of mitigation measures throughout construction,
operation, decommissioning and restoration works.
4.7.2

Having regard to the Development Plan and national planning policy, the most pertinent environmental
issues to consider are:
 Odour
 Noise
 Flood Risk & Surface Water Drainage
 Transport
 Ecology, and
 Landscape & Visual Impact
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These issues are considered in broad terms below.

Odour
4.7.4

The operator will use an open-windrow system, with frequent turning, to ensure aerobic conditions are
maintained and odour generation is minimised. The Applicant will ensure appropriate carbon to
nitrogen ratio to maintained to reduce the potential for odour emissions. The following operating
procedures will be adopted to minimise odour impacts from the proposed operations.

Windrow Management
4.7.5

In general, windrows will be turned, as necessary, to ensure aerobic conditions. It is important to match
the regime and frequency to the temperature of the windrows and the prevailing weather conditions.
The site will be fitted with a weather vane, to enable the operator to assess wind direction prior to the
commencement of operations at risk of leading to the generation of odours.

4.7.6

Generally, therefore, the following approach will be adopted:
 During still frosty weather conditions with temperature inversions (and therefore very gentle air
flows) windrow turning will be kept to a minimum.
 As far as reasonably practicable, windrow turning will be carried out during periods with reasonable
air flows. Care will be taken though to avoid windrow turning when the wind is blowing towards the
Kislingbury Grange complex and therefore turning will not take place when there is a wind blowing
from SSW to NNW. If there is a long period when the wind is in these directions, thus preventing open
windrow turning, the windrow will, if necessary, be made into a static pile to continue the composting
process over a much longer period. If needed, it will be covered with chipped woody material to act
as a biofilter.
 In the event that the above measures prove inadequate, and a particular windrow is still judged to be
odorous, the windrow will be not be turned and will be covered with a carbon biofilter. Normally this
will consist of a 15 cm deep layer of wood chippings or similar carbon material. (In such circumstances
the windrow will still get up to the correct temperature, but will need to be left for a longer period to
complete the process)

Moisture content
4.7.7

Water acts as a medium for the many biochemical reactions taking place within the composting mass
and is therefore an essential ingredient for successful composting. Excessive moisture is however
detrimental due to the inhibition of the movement of oxygen thorough the material, decrease in
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material porosity and the increased onset of anaerobic conditions. The optimal moisture content is
considered to be in the range of 45-60%.
4.7.8

If wet materials are delivered to site, drier feedstock or shredded timber materials will be mixed to
reduce overall moisture content to desirable levels. The moisture content of each batch of materials will
be tested before placing into windrows by ‘squeeze’ test and amended as required.

Monitoring of Odour
4.7.9

Conditions at the site will be recorded daily in the Site Diary, including the weather, the operations
undertaken and in particular, the operator will undertake a weekly ‘sniff’ test around the site
boundaries and will record the findings.

4.7.10 The operator will undergo training in how to carry out a sniff test, prior to the establishment of the
composting operations.
4.7.11 Wind conditions, i.e. direction and speed, will be monitored using appropriate equipment stationed
within the site. Procedures likely to generate odour i.e. shredding and turning of the windrows and
screening the product will only be carried out when the wind conditions mean that odour will be
dispersed. During periods of no wind or very gentle winds no operations will be carried out.
4.7.12 A monitoring regime will be put in place before the site becomes operational, to include the following:
 Agree and define sensitive receptors, with reference to a plan.
 Operate a weather monitoring system and maintenance of weather records.
 Carry out daily windrow monitoring – time periods, temperatures, moisture, general condition and
odour generation.
 Maintain a site environmental log, including records of site activities on a day by day basis,
confirmation of site checks, details of any incidents.
 Maintain records of waste input, including tonnages, source, type and numbers of deliveries.
4.7.13 Prior to operating the green waste composting facility, the Applicant will seek an Environmental Permit
from the Environment Agency.
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Conclusions
4.7.14 The management and control of odour through the above measures will ensure that odour does not
become a source of nuisance in the locality. The control of odour will also be imposed by the
Environment Agency through the Environmental Permit.

Noise
4.7.15 The planning application submission is accompanied by a Noise Assessment, which is enclosed at
Appendix 1 to this statement. The main noise impacts associated with the proposal will be the
movement of plant, the delivery of material and the use of the shredder/screen on an intermittent
basis.
4.7.16 The Noise Assessment has been undertaken on a worst-case scenario. It notes that the operation of the
green waste shredder and screening plant would not be tonal or impulsive in nature, however the
operation of the plant could have other sound characteristics and therefore a penalty of 3 dB(A) has
been applied to determine the rating noise level, when considering the noise levels whilst the site is fully
operational. During the period when only the loader is operating, the character of the noise will be
equivalent to that associated with the existing farm machinery which operates around the farm and
thus no correction has been applied to this situation.
4.7.17 Calculations and an assessment of the noise levels generated by the operation of the proposed plant
have been undertaken at the surrounding dwellings. The assessment, made in accordance with the
requirements of BS 4142, indicate that the operational noise levels will result in the potential for a low
impact, with no adverse impacts identified.
4.7.18 Further assessment made against absolute noise standards indicated that noise levels attributable to
the operation will remain below a level which would result in adverse noise impacts at the surrounding
residential properties and thus ensure an acceptable noise environment is maintained, with noise from
the operation compliant with the requirements of the National Planning Policy Framework and Policy 18
of the adopted Minerals and Waste Local Plan.

Flood Risk & Surface Water Drainage
4.7.19 Policy BN7 of the adopted Joint Core Strategy and Policy 18 of the Waste Local Plan provides guidance
on assessing and managing flood risk. This is supported by the NPPF.
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4.7.20 Enclosed at Appendix 2 to this statement is a Flood Risk Assessment and Surface Water Drainage
Strategy Report. The report notes that the site is located within Flood Zone 1 and at a low risk of fluvial
flooding. The site is shown to be located at a low risk of flooding from surface water, groundwater,
sewers and artificial sources such as reservoirs.
4.7.21 The proposed surface water drainage strategy will comprise a piped network with attenuation provided
in an above ground detention basin, which will be lined. The attenuation basin will have no positive
outfall, and levels within the detention basin will be actively managed with pumps used to maintain
appropriate levels. A total volume of 1,522m3of attenuation will be provided, sufficient to
accommodate storms up to and including the 1 in 200 + 40% climate change event.
4.7.22 A shallow lined ditch shall be constructed between the site and the adjacent track as a contingency
measure, to further ensure that no run-off from the site is able to overflow onto the track or enter the
local and existing ditch network.
4.7.23 National, Regional and Local planning policy requires that:
 Development is directed to sites at the lowest probability of flooding;
 Development accommodates the potential impacts of climate change;
 Development should not be permitted if it would be at an unacceptable risk of flooding or create an
unacceptable risk elsewhere; and
 New development should facilitate safe access and exit during flood conditions
4.7.24 The proposed development will be designed to ensure that it does not increase flood risk and or have an
adverse impact upon ground or surface waters. The proposal therefore demonstrates compliance with
Policy BN7 of the adopted Joint Core Strategy, Policy 18 of the adopted Minerals and Waste Local Plan
and the NPPF.

Traffic & Access
4.7.25 Policy 19 of the adopted Minerals and Waste Local Plan seeks to encourage sustainable transport. It
states that (inter alia):
Minerals and waste related development should seek to minimise transport movements and
maximise the use of sustainable or alternative transport modes.
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Minerals and waste related development should be well placed to serve their intended
markets or catchment areas in order to minimise transport distances and movements in
order to support the development of sustainable communities…
Proposals for new development or development that would result in a significant increase in
transport movements should include a sustainable transport statement to demonstrate how
the above has been taken into consideration.
4.7.26 Similarly, the NPPF seeks to ensure that the traffic generated by new development does not have an
adverse impact on the public highway nor does it compromise highway safety.
4.7.27 The site will be accessed from Gayton Road via an existing entrance that was used to export sand and
gravel by HGVs when the land to the south was quarried. The site entrance has suitable visibility splays
and geometry to support the proposed facility.
4.7.28 An independent Transport Statement (TS) has been prepared to assess the highway safety and capacity
impacts upon the local road network. The TS is enclosed at Appendix 3 to this statement. The reports
notes that site access is of a bell mouth configuration, with approximately 10m radii and 7m in width.
The access is hard paved and was historically used by HGV traffic accessing the former sand and gravel
quarry operation (now restored). By virtue of the bell mouth configuration and verge widths
uninterrupted maximum achievable visibility splays are provided from the centre of the access from a
2.4m ‘x’ distance in both directions along the main road.
4.7.29 Personal Injury Accident (PIA) data has been assessed to consider the existing safety situation on the
immediate local road network. PIA data has been sourced via the Crashmap database for a period of 5
years from 2016 to 2021 (see figure 2 of the TS). There have been no recorded injury accidents within
the vicinity within the study period. It can be concluded that there is no specific injury accident problem
pertaining to this part of the road network which warrants the undertaking of any further in-depth
consideration.
4.7.30 The TS has consider the proposed traffic generation from the proposal. Based on a throughput of
approximately 20,000 tonnes per annum with anticipated average payload of 7.5 tonnes, the proposed
facility will result in approximately 8 deliveries of green waste per day (17 based on a worst-case
scenario of all deliveries during the main composting season will be between April and September). It is
possible that green waste could also be delivered in artic bulkers (depending on contracts). This would
reduce the number of vehicle deliveries per day.
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4.7.31 The TS notes an important factor in terms of overall traffic generation to the farm complex as a whole.
There is currently approximately 12,000 tonnes of compost imported per annum (the farm consists of
circa 3000 acres). The imported material arrives via a mixture of tractors & trailers and HCV’s. The
compost varies in weight depending on the year. HCV’s carry greater loads than tractors, therefore, if
one considers an average of 15 tonnes per vehicle, per journey, this equates to 800No one-way
vehicular trips to import compost from outside the local area on to the farm. Importation of material
generates 1600No overall trips per annum by heavier / slow moving vehicles which will be removed if
the proposed development obtains planning permission. This figure should therefore be deducted from
the predicted 5332No trips per annum to appreciate the actual net annual traffic impact. In daily terms,
it would mean that the net predicted daily trips can be reduced from 34No to 29No.
4.7.32 The TS report concludes that the proposal will not conflict with paragraph 109 of the NPPF which states:
‘Development should only be prevented or refused on highways grounds if there would be an
unacceptable impact on highway safety, or the residual cumulative impacts on the road
network would be severe’.
4.7.33 It is therefore concluded that the proposed development will not lead to a negative impact on the
capacity or safety of the local road network and is therefore complaint with Policy 19 of the adopted
Minerals and Waste Local Plan and the NPPF.

Landscape & Visual Impact
4.7.34 Policy 21 of the adopted Local Plan seeks to safeguard and enhance landscape character. This is echoed
by the NPPF. Policy 21 states that (inter alia)
Minerals and waste development should seek to reflect Northamptonshire’s landscape
character. Development should mitigate potentially adverse impacts on the local character
and distinctiveness of Northamptonshire’s landscape where necessary during the
development.
4.7.35 The proposed location of the compost pad is in an undulating arable field which falls to the west. Well
established hedgerows with mature trees are a feature of the locality. A footpath runs Along the
northern side of the proposed compost pad. This is screened by well-developed hedgerows to the north
and south of it.
4.7.36 The proposal is directly related to agriculture and the improvement of surrounding agricultural land. The
composting of open-air windrows is akin to an agricultural operation and will not therefore be an alien
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feature in the countryside. The proposal will be contained within 3-metre-high perimeter screening
mounds which will be seeded at the earliest opportunity. The windrow piles and composting operation
will therefore be largely screened by the perimeter bunds and surrounding mature hedgerow and
hedgerow trees.
4.7.37 Views of the proposal will be limited from nearby residential property due to the topography of the
surrounding land and intervening buildings. The proposal will not therefore give rise to adverse visual
impact.
4.7.38 A Landscape and Maintenance Scheme is enclosed at Appendix 4 to this statement. It sets out a detailed
landscape plan and specification together with a 5-year maintenance scheme. The landscaping scheme
will include 200 trees and 100 shrubs. Grass and wildflower seeding will be undertaken between the
planted scrub. The landscaping scheme will create an attractive area of planting screening the low-lying
compost pad from views from the south and east.
4.7.39 The proposal will represent an agricultural activity on existing agricultural. The proposed landscape
mitigation scheme will ensure that the overall impact of the proposal is insignificant. It is therefore
concluded that unacceptable adverse visual and landscape character impacts will not occur.

Ecology
4.7.40 Policy 20 of the adopted Minerals and Waste Local Plan seeks to protect natural assets and resources. It
states that:
Minerals and waste development should seek to achieve a net gain in natural assets and
resources, through:


Protecting and enhancing international and national designated sites;



Delivery of wider environmental benefits in the vicinity where development would
adversely affect locally designated sites and other features of local interest;



Protecting and enhancing green infrastructure and strategic biodiversity networks,
in particular the River Nene and other sub-regional corridors; and



Contributing towards Northamptonshire Biodiversity Action Plan targets for habitats
and species.

Proposals for minerals and waste development will be required to undertake an assessment
(where appropriate) in order to:
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Identify and determine the nature, extent and level of importance of the natural
assets and resources, as well as any potential impacts, and



Identify mitigation measures and/or requirement for compensation (where
necessary) to avoid, reduce and manage potentially adverse impacts.

4.7.41 An Ecological Appraisal report is enclosed at Appendix 5 to this statement. The Ecological Appraisal
report notes that there will be no impact on the nearest LNR and SSSI during and after the construction
period. There are also limited habitats suitable for wildlife within the proposed development boundary
and there will be no effect on any statutory designated sites and protected species. The overall impact
of the proposed development will be low.
4.7.42 The largest areas to be affected by the development are the arable fields. These are considered to have
low biodiversity value offering few opportunities for wildlife. Arable crops are dense monocultures with
limited value for most organisms. Biodiversity Enhancement
4.7.43 Policy 20 (Natural Assets and Resources) of the Minerals and Waste Local Plan requires waste
development to achieve a net gain in natural assets and resources. Similar policy aspirations are set out
at chapter 15 of the NPPF.
4.7.44 The proposed landscape scheme will provide a new area of scrub, with tree and shrub planting and
wildflower seeding around the composting. The landscaping scheme will include 200 trees and 100
shrubs. Grass and wildflower seeding will be undertaken between the planted scrub. This will create a
foraging ground for birds and small mammals, and habitat for invertebrates as well as potential refuge
areas for small mammals etc. when the neighbouring arable field is harvested. Narrow strips of scrub
have a large edge effect and are of value creating a transition area for birds and bats.
4.7.45 Two different species mixes will enable a more diverse plant structure including shade tolerant
wildflowers, trees and a variety of shrubs with different fruiting and flowering times creating
opportunities to sustain a greater variety of wildlife.
4.7.46 The areas will be broadcast sown with Germinal Seeds WFG8 Hedgerows and Shaded Areas seed mix an
80:20 mix of grasses & native wildflowers including Ransoms, Garlic Mustard and Bugle. The planting
and seeding of the proposed development will create an area of high value scrub providing a net
biodiversity gain.
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Conclusions
4.7.47 The land is agricultural use and is not considered to contain features of important nature conservation
interest or protected species. The overall impact upon ecology will be low and it is unlikely that
important issues relating to ecological impact will be a constraint to development. The proposed
planting scheme will ensure that the proposal delivers a biodiversity net gain. It therefore concluded
that the proposal complies with Policy 20 of the Minerals and Waste Local Plan and chapter 15 of the
NPPF.

Fire Risk Management
4.7.48 The proposal includes the construction of two fire water tanks which will hold a sufficient quantity of
water to tackle a fire on the site. The surface water drainage scheme has been designed to
accommodate the contents of the fire tank in the event of a fire.
4.7.49 At paragraph 183 of the NPPF, it states
The focus of planning policies and decisions should be on whether proposed development is
an acceptable use of land, rather than the control of processes or emissions (where these are
subject to separate pollution control regimes). Planning decisions should assume that these
regimes will operate effectively. Equally, where a planning decision has been made on a
particular development, the planning issues should not be revisited through the permitting
regimes operated by pollution control authorities.
4.7.50 To avoid duplication, it is therefore proposed that the fire risk management system is agreed with the
Environment Agency as part of the Environment Permit process.

Other Environmental Considerations
4.7.51 The Applicant will apply to the Environment Agency for an Environmental Permit for the proposed
operations. Under the Environmental Permit, the proposed operations will be required to operate with
effective control of litter, bioaerosols, odour, dust, vermin and pests. The effective management of the
site under the Environmental Permitting Regulations and the lack of sensitive receptors will ensure that
the proposed operations do not give rise to nuisance or disturbance with regards to emissions and
pollution.
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5 CONCLUSIONS
5.1.1

An assessment of the proposed development against the Development Plan concludes that it is in
compliance with the Council’s Waste Spatial Strategy. The proposal represents an opportunity to
increase recycling rates in line with local and national waste planning policy.

5.1.2

This type of waste management facility is ideally located in more remote locations to avoid unwanted
impacts (such as bioaerosols, dust, noise etc) upon local amenity. The Application Site benefits from
having good access to the strategic highway network and well distanced from residential areas.

5.1.3

An assessment of the potential environmental and local amenity impacts of the proposal concludes that,
with inclusion of appropriate mitigation measures that can be imposed by planning condition on the
basis that planning permission is granted, there will be no unacceptable effects arise.

5.1.4

The proposed operations will require an Environmental Permit to be issued by the Environment Agency.
The Permit will control in detail matters relating to pollution, emissions and general management of the
site, including fire risk.

5.1.5

In conclusion, it has been demonstrated that the proposal is compliant with both local and national
planning policies and that there will be no detrimental impact on the local environment. In light of the
above, it is concluded that there are no known reasons why this planning application should not be
considered favourably by the Waste Planning Authority.
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APPENDIX 1: NOISE ASSESSMENT
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APPENDIX 2: FLOOD RISK & SURFACE WATER DRAINAGE ASSESSMENT
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APPENDIX 3: TRANSPORT STATEMENT

C026-01 / PS
May 2022

Appendix

GP PLANNING LTD

PLANNING STATEMENT

APPENDIX 4: LANDSCAPE SCHEME AND MAINTENACE
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APPENDIX 5: ECOLOGICAL APPRAISAL & BIODIVERSITY ENHANCEMENT
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APPENDIX 6: CATCHMENT AREA PLAN
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