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1.

Introduction

1.1

This Design & Access Statement is in support of a planning application for detailed
planning approval for the construction of an inland waterways marina serving the River
Nene at Grendon, including a marina facilities building. A new road access, swingbridge
over the marina entrance, associated footpaths, landscaping and car parking is included in
the development

1.2

J & D Skinner are proposing to convert a 3.4Ha plot of pasture land into a 141 berth inland
waterways marina to be used for recreational use of privately owned narrow boats
following the extraction of minerals at the site. The proposed development is located
approximately 1.5km to the south of Earls Barton, west of Station Road, near Grendon,
Northamptonshire. Site post code is NN6 0RB and due to the minerals extraction the
application will be considered by Northampton County Council. J & D Skinner will be
referred to as “the Applicant” within the Design and Access Statement (D&A).

1.3

This Statement and corresponding detailed Planning Statement have been prepared by
SBRice Consulting Limited on behalf of the Applicants.

2.

Purpose of the Design and Access Statement

2.1

This Design and Access Statement has been prepared as part of the suite of documents forming
a planning application for the proposed development at White Mills Lock on the River Nene. The
D&A illustrates that the Applicant has fully considered the design issues associated with the
proposed development. This is in accordance with Government Circular 01/06 “Guidance on
Changes to the Development Control System” effective as of 10 August 2006.

2.2

Circular 01/06 advises that the Statement should cover
i)

Design – this should demonstrate the process that the applicants have applied when
accessing the scheme and should explain the scheme in terms of


Amount – how much will be built on site;



Use – what the buildings and development will be used for;

SBRice Consulting Ltd
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ii)

2.3



Layout – how the buildings and development will be arranged on site and the
relationship between them and the spaces around them;



Scale – how big the buildings and development will be;



How the development site and adjoining landscape will be treated to enhance
and protect the character;



Appearance – what the buildings and development and associated spaces will
look like.

Access – this should assess the impact of the buildings and development on access
and should include details of consultations carried out including


Vehicular and transport links – why the access points and routes have been
chosen and how the site responds to road layout and public transport provision;



Inclusive access – how everyone can get to and move throughout the
development on equal terms regardless of age, disability, ethnicity or social
grouping.

This statement is structured in accordance with best practice guidance of Commission for
Architecture and the Built Environment (CABE). It demonstrates the design process for the
development and should be read in conjunction with the planning application drawings and
accompanying documents.
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3.

ASSESSMENT

3.1

Location - The proposed development site extends to 3.4ha of relatively flat pasture land. The
site is 1.5km south of Earls Barton and immediately North of the River Nene, grid ref: E485630
N262145 with Station Road running parallel to the East.

3.2

The River Nene located immediately to the south of the site travels in a north easterly and south
westerly direction from the site. The river flows over 142km between Northampton Lock at the
junction with the Grand Union Canal via Peterborough to The Wash where it meets the sea.

3.3

To the north of the site Station Road becomes Grendon Road and links with Junction 10 of the
A45. The A45 provides direct access to Northampton located approximately 7km to the west and
continues north east to link directly with the A14 south of Thrapston.

SBRice Consulting Ltd
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Site is located 1.5km south of Earls Barton. Northampton is 7km west via the A45. The River Nene meanders
in an east to west direction directly south of the application site.
(Ordnance Survey database 2012 – 100049945)
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3.4

Physical Context – The proposal is to create a marina that serves the River Nene, providing for
the need of off-line mooring facilities, security and service features vital for the recreational use
of narrow boats and cruisers. The location will permit for good road access and links both to and
from the marina while allowing pedestrians, cyclists and narrow boat users access into nearby
settlements and their facilities via towpath and public footpath links.

3.5

3.6

In summary, the proposal comprises:


Substantial ecological enhancements.



Creation of aquatic wildlife habitats.



Comprehensive landscaping enhancements.



Pedestrian access and enhanced links to the river towpath.



Creation of off-line moorings for permanent berths and visitors boats.



Day/week hire boat moorings for increased tourism opportunities for the nearby region.



Amenities building to support the marina.



Fuel, safe sewage pump out and service facilities.

The site is relatively well screened by an existing hedgerow separating the site from Station Road
to the east. The northern perimeter of the site is also tree lined, the River Nene runs along the
southern perimeter of the site. As such, limited broken views of the proposed marina will
available to road users and there will be no detrimental effects upon local residents.

SBRice Consulting Ltd
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View looking north from Station Road with the site to the left behind the hedgerow. Trees and existing
fencing that screen the northern perimeter can be clearly seen.
3.7

The development will be clearly viewed by both users of the towpath/public right of way and
users of the river. A development of this type is wholly associated and dependent on the canal
and river network as such, views of this type and scale of development from the towpath or river
setting are not uncommon and will be in keeping with the historical context of the canal and
river use.
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View looking west down the River Nene with the proposed site on the right. PROW runs along the top of the
grassed embankment.
3.8

Consideration of Alternative Sites – A comprehensive Sequential Test has been produced
looking at potential alternate marina development sites along a 57 mile stretch of the River
Nene from Northampton in the south through to Peterborough in the north.

3.9

The complete Sequential Test document and assessment along with its associated appendices
are located as Appendix A of this Design and Access Statement.

3.10

Social Context – The canal/river corridor, PROW and towpath provide an attractive amenity in
walking routes for ramblers and the local community. The views of boats in the marina from the
towpath will be in keeping with the historical and cultural context of the canal and I likely to be
of positive interest to walkers.

3.11

The proposal to include day/week hire boats operating out of the marina will increase the draw
of the site for tourists to use as a destination venue. The increase in tourism will be a positive
benefit to the local economy.

SBRice Consulting Ltd
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3.12

Based on the Canal & River Trust information and research there is a proven need for off-line
moorings within the canal and river network. Off-line moorings are purpose built moorings
located off the actual canal and river network and thus help increase navigation and security
whilst reducing congestion.

3.13

In the scoping opinion letter received back from the Environment Agency on 31st July 2013 to
Northamptonshire County Council they state that:
“There is a general shortfall in mooring provision on the River Nene, particularly visitor
mooring facilities and associated infrastructure including slipways, chemical toilet disposal,
refuse disposal, pump-out, water and electric. Any service provision that can address this
shortfall is welcomed.”

4.

INVOLVEMENT

4.1

Consultations have been made with the Planning Officers of Northamptonshire County Council,
East Northamptonshire District Council, Canal & River Trust, the Environment Agency, Natural
England and the RSPB. In August 2013 a meeting held on site with Earls Barton Parish Council
took place and they were made fully aware of the applicant’s proposals. Consultants appointed
to the project include chartered surveyors, specialist topographical surveyors, landscape
architects, ecologists, archaeologists and consultant engineers appointed to produce a flood risk
assessment.

4.2

The multi-disciplinary team has considered the following elements:


Planning policy framework and context.



Flood risk.



Landscape character and visual impact.



Enhancement of ecology and increased biodiversity.



Sustainable development.



Transport and access.



Facilities for disabled.



Heritage and regional impacts.

SBRice Consulting Ltd
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Environmental impact.

5.

EVALUATION

5.1

The site is ideally suited for providing quality moorings and an attractive recreational facility
close to Northampton on the outskirts of Earls Barton and Grendon. It will meet the need of
boaters to have secure all-year round moorings, refuelling and sewage pump out facilities. The
development will incorporate a number of features to meet the modern day requirements for
boaters including laundry facilities, showers and fuel dock whilst creating an attractive
environment.

1.1

Maintaining protected species and increasing biodiversity to this section of the river corridor will
be a major feature of the marina. The public footpath along the towpath will provide public
access to the site. Such a recreational facility is an excellent example of farm diversification
without detriment to the existing rural character of the surrounding landscape.

5.2

The site is close to a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and Special Protection Area (SPA),
and wholly within the flood plain. The design and planning team appointed to the project
includes a number of specialist consultants to study the implications and to advise where
necessary the mitigation methods that should be adopted to avoid the development having a
detrimental impact upon the environment.

An Ecological Statement and Appropriate

Assessment forming the Environmental Impact Assessment is included within the planning
application documents.
5.3

The proposals accord with the Environment Agency’s agreement that off-line moorings and
facilities are needed in this stretch of the River Nene and, the policy of Canal & River Trust to
encourage off-line moorings as opposed to boats moored along the canal bank that cause
congestion to boaters and can impair habitats for wildlife.

6.

DESIGN

6.1

The design of the marina has been heavily influenced by the site context, findings and
recommendations from specialist consultants and careful consideration of the surroundings.

SBRice Consulting Ltd
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6.2

The site and thus the proposed development site wholly within the flood plain. The marina basin
and jetties have been designed so as to float thus they replicate the water level dictated by the
River Nene. In a flood situation the moorings, boats and access walkways will remain above the
water level enabling a safe route off site, or a safe route into site for emergency personnel.

6.3

The facilities building has been designed so it’s finished floor level is above the 1:100yr + climate
change flood level. A perimeter boardwalk that ramps down to Station Road from the facilities
building has been provided to allow for safe access and egress.

6.4

The development makes minimum use of impermeable surface materials to reduce the risk of
increased surface water run-off. The facilities building will incorporate grey water roof recycling
to harvest and utilise rainwater.

6.5

The building has been designed in a traditional manner of brick, timber board cladding and
feature stonework with pitched plain tiles.

Facilities building proposed elevations

SBRice Consulting Ltd
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6.6

Use – The purpose of the development is to provide off-line moorings to accommodate narrow
boats and cruisers on the River Nene. By providing such a facility the development will decrease
problems with congestion and bank side erosion associated with on-line moorings. The moorings
will be supported by an amenities building housing a reception area, toilets, showers and
laundry facilities. The marina also features a designated service dock allowing for refuelling and
sewage pump-out.

6.7

The berths will be for those who wish to keep their boats at the marina, short term visiting
boaters and day/week hire boat users. Previous cold winters where the canals and rivers have
been iced for several weeks have resulted in an increase of boaters looking for safe secure and
comfortable on-shore facilities.

6.8

The facilities building will house a small chandlery selling the bare essentials needed for boaters
and also a small lounge area for the enjoyment and social enhancement of moorers.

6.9

Layout – The marina basin and moorings have been designed to be as compact as possible
ensuring the maximum efficient use of land and space while maintaining the minimum
encroachment into the flood plain.

6.10

Apart from the marina entrance itself which will breach the River Nene’s northern embankment,
a minimum 9m buffer zone into the site has been adhered to running parallel to the River. This
has been provided to allow Environment Agency and Canal & River Trust vehicles unhindered
access to the river bank for maintenance and safety requirements.

6.11

An unsurfaced but designated access track has been marked running along the north and west of
the marina site to allow for emergency vehicles. The inclusion of this track means the whole of
the site is fully accessible to emergency services.

SBRice Consulting Ltd
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The marina layout plan showing the 9m buffer zone in pink and the emergency vehicle access track.
6.12

Amount – When filled to capacity the marina will be able to accommodate 141 narrow boats
and river cruisers. The jetties have been designed to facilitate a wide range of different craft
sizes as indicated on the above layout plan.

6.13

The ancillary building is considered to be the minimum size to support the moorings with 24
hour access to toilets, showers, laundry and portable toilet disposal, together with daytime
access to the reception, admin, brokerage and small chandlery. The area of car parking provides
57 spaces.

SBRice Consulting Ltd
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6.14

Scale – The extent of the site including all access routes, ecological enhancement areas and
landscaping is 3.4 hectares. The area of the marina basin itself, i.e. the surface area of the water
is 1.5 hectares.

6.15

The marina facilities building has a gross floor area (footprint) of 260sqm and is single storey.

6.16

Landscaping – The ‘hard’ landscaping of roadways and car parking will all be surfaced in porous
material (DOT type 1 or similar) except for the first 20m of the new access road which will be
tarmacadam. The footpaths/access routes will be timber boarding.

6.17

The ‘soft’ landscaping will comprise of additional groups of native broadleaved trees in harmony
with those existing. The creation of new reed beds surrounding the marina basin will provide
breeding and spawning grounds for birds and insects.

6.18

Appearance – The external cladding of the facilities building will be generally of timber ship-lap
boarding as in keeping with a typical waterfront vernacular.

7.

ACCESS

7.1

Road access to the new marina will be via an existing site entrance at the North-East corner of
the site. This entrance will link the marina site directly to Station Road.

SBRice Consulting Ltd
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Existing access to be utilised and improved to form the new marina road access.

SBRice Consulting Ltd
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7.2

Access to the moorings by boats will be via a new piled entrance from the riverbank which will
incorporate a swing bridge allowing a continuation of the PROW.

7.3

The marina entrance structure will comply with Canal & River Trust’s best practice guide to
safely provide both ease of boat manoeuvrability & maximum visibility when entering & exiting a
marina.

Best practice guide of a typical marina entrance detail as provided by Canal & River Trust.
(http://canalrivertrust.org.uk/new-marinas-unit/design/performance-criteria)
7.4

Footpaths/boardwalks accessing the marina jetties and facilities building will be suitable for
wheelchair access. The facilities building will incorporate an easy access toilet and shower room
with the remained of the building fully DDA compliant.

7.5

A proposed swing bridge will span the gap across the narrowest point of the marina entrance
structure, allowing for continuation of the footpath over the marina. The design criteria and
visual appearance to be adopted can be view in Appendix B.

SBRice Consulting Ltd
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1.

Introduction

1.1

Stephen Rice of SBRice Consulting Limited assessed alternative marina development sites along
the River Nene over a 57 mile stretch from Northampton in the south to Peterborough in the
north.

1.2

The proposed marina at White Mills is located approximately 6 miles from the centre of
Northampton. The purpose of the assessment was to identify potential alternative sites for
either new marina developments or extensions to existing marinas and how these compare with
the proposed site at White Mills.

1.3

The following criteria are relevant when assessing the suitability of marina development sites:
1. Adequate size of area for a marina with at least 100 berths;
2. Sufficient area available either within or adjacent to the site for the placement of excavated
spoil;
3. Safe vehicular access to the marina from the public highway;
4. Safe access to the marina from the river;
5. Close proximity of the site to settlements;
6. Suitable topography, e.g. level site without embankments, cuttings or elevated sections;
7. Open aspect of the land in order to avoid the loss of woodland and hedgerows;
8. Proximity of the sites to areas of special ecological or scientific interest;
9. Proximity of sites to excessive noise from motorways or elevated major roads;
10. Proximity of sites to overhead high voltage electricity cables or underground pipelines.

2.

Assessment

2.1

The initial assessment was carried out by examining Ordnance Survey Plans of the river between
Northampton and Peterborough to identify those sites which met criteria 1, 2, 3 and 4 above.
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2.2

An area north of Oundle was excluded from the assessment site as it lies outside the North
Northamptonshire District which is covered by the Core Spatial Strategy. An assessment of
potential sites outside the area would warrant an assessment of their compliance with planning
policies for other regions and it was not felt essential to make this assessment.

2.3

The assessment included an appraisal of existing marinas to determine whether they had the
potential for expansion.

2.4

Oundle Marina provides up to 200 moorings for primarily fibreglass cruisers although it can
accommodate a number of steel hulled narrow boats up to 19 metres in length. It currently has
berths available and its mooring charge of £85 per metre is below average for the market rate in
this region. The basin in which the berths are located is partially surrounded by industrial
buildings, these are occupied by a commercial boat builder and there is consequently a
significant amount of noise and disturbance adjacent to the recreational berths. This has an
impact on the desirability of berths within the marina. The appraisal concluded that due to the
close proximity of the recreational berths to semi industrial processes and activity there is a lack
of demand, this is reflected in the availability of berths even with a lower than average mooring
rate.

2.5

It would be possible to increase the density of berths at Oundle Marina however it is almost
certainly uneconomic to do so as there are currently berths available and clearly a lack of
demand in this particular location.

2.6

Lilford Lodge Marina is currently under construction. Northamptonshire County Council granted
permission for this development in 2010 and it will provide 100 berths for recreational craft. It is
unlikely that the number of moorings will increase at this location as the operators have made it
clear that their objective is to create a marina with low density moorings.

2.7

One of the most significant problems in identifying suitable sites for marina development in the
River Nene Valley is their proximity to public highway. Much of the river as it passes through
North Northamptonshire is inaccessible by road and this places a significant constraint on
developing potential sites that might otherwise satisfy the development criteria.

SBRice Consulting Ltd
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2.8

There appraisal identified a site between the villages of Thorpe Waterville and Aldwinkle. The
site is located at a point where the river divides into two, there are potential issues with regard
to highways access as there are bridges which restrict visibility located either side of the
potential new access onto the highway.

2.9

The site is also only separated from the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits, Ramsar and SSSI by the
public highway. This proximity to the SSSI means that any development on the site would have
to be thoroughly assessed to ensure that it does not cause any adverse impact on the SSSI.

2.10

There is another existing marina at Titchmarsh Mill. This site is operated by the Middle Nene
Cruising Club, it operates as a private members club rather than a commercial marina. Although
it may have the potential for expansion it is extremely unlikely that it would do so largely due to
its ownership and operation but also due to the fact that it is also located immediately adjacent
to the Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits, Ramsar and SSSI and any further development on this site
would almost certainly have an impact on the SSSI.

2.11

The SSSI and Ramsar site extends down as far as Thrapston and Islip and effectively curtails any
further commercial development along this stretch of river.

2.12

The river passes underneath the A14 just to the south of Thrapston which in this location is
duelled and some sections are elevated. This makes it very difficult to locate a marina in this
area due to the difficulty of access and the proximity to elevated sections of a busy dual
carriageway renders potential sites extremely unattractive.

2.13

There is a small private moorings located just to the south of Woodford on what appears to be a
backwater to the main river. It was not possible to locate any information about these moorings
in order to determine whether there is potential for expansion at this site, however road access
is limited and the site is also located extremely close to another large area of Upper Nene Valley
Gravel Pits SSSI.

2.14

There are two operational marinas also located very close to this area, Willy Watts Marina
provides up to 60 online berths at Ringstead and a newly constructed marina on Blackthorn Lake
providing a further 60 berths.

SBRice Consulting Ltd
The Old Granary, Great Kingshill, Bucks, HP15 6PF
Tel: 01494 713565
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2.15

There is very little possibility of expanding either site due to the close proximity of the SSSI and
issues relating to space and geography.

2.16

A large section of river to the south of this area is effectively sterilised by another large tract of
Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pit, SSSI and Ramsar which extends from an area to the west of
Raunds past Higham Ferrers and Irthlingborough and down to Wellingborough.

2.17

The SSSI begins again just to the east of Great Doddington, to the south of the A45, however
there is a small collection of redundant gravel pits located just to the south of the A45 and
adjacent to the A509 that do have potential in which to place moorings subject to the necessary
planning permission being obtained.

2.18

They are however extremely close to an elevated section of the dual carriageway A45 and are
overlooked by the prison.

2.19

The site is therefore likely to be deemed unattractive by potential moorers with a corresponding
impact on demand.

2.20

The stretch of river from Great Doddington to Earls Barton is surrounded by the Ramsar site and
is also designated a Special Protection Area for birds.

2.21

The potential site at White Mills is located approximately 0.5km away from the SPA and a
thorough evaluation has been undertaken to determine whether the development could have
an adverse impact on the SPA.

2.22

The site at White Mills has good road access and also a safe access onto the river. Although it is
located within flood plain the Flood Risk Assessment and negotiations with the Environment
Agency have determined that the marina could be developed without any adverse impact on the
flood plain.

2.23

The White Mills site is therefore the only site on the river, south of Oundle that has been
assessed as having potential for a marina as it possesses all of the necessary criteria.

SBRice Consulting Ltd
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2.24

South of White Mills and located within Northampton itself is Billing Aquadrome which has up to
200 berths and does have the potential for expansion subject to planning.

3.

Summary

3.1

A thorough assessment has been made of the River Nene between Oundle and Northampton for
potential sites to construct offline marinas.

3.2

The River Nene meanders primarily through open countryside apart from a few areas where it
passes close to small towns such as Oundle and Thrapston and larger urban connovations such
as Wellingborough and Northampton.

3.3

Although the region is fairly highly populated the river itself is difficult to access due to the lack
of public roads that either pass over it or immediately adjacent to it.

3.4

There are significant sections of river which are sterilised due to their close proximity to elevated
sections of dual carriageway.

3.5

There is also a significant stretch of river that is sterilised for commercial development due to its
designation as a Site of Special Scientific Interest, Ramsar site and Special Protection Area.

3.6

These ecological designations effectively prevent any commercial development such as marinas
which may have an adverse impact on ecology and biodiversity.

3.7

The site at White Mills however, does meet all of the criteria that were used to assess the
potential sites for marina development.

3.8

Given that there has been an identified need for up to 1,000 additional moorings on the river
between Peterborough and Northampton the sequential assessment concludes that it is
extremely difficult and therefore unlikely that this number of moorings will ever be created.

3.9

Therefore the site at White Mills should be considered as highly suitable for an offline marina
development.
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J & D Skinner - White Mills Marina
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1

Site
No.

Rural/
Urban

OS Ref

Site Name

1.

Rural

TL041869

2

Rural

TL037856

Oundle
Marina
Lilford Lodge
Marina

3

Rural

TL018817

4

Rural

5

6

Appendix A

Adequate Area
for Marina
Development
and Disposal of
Spoil
Yes

Acceptable
Topography
for
Construction
of Marina
Yes

Close to
Existing
Settlement

Within
Flood
Plain

Adequate
Road
Access

Comments

Potential
Marina Site

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

Land near
Aldwinkle.

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No as already
existing.
No, already
under
construction.
Yes possible,
subject to
clarifying that
no impact on
SPA.

TL014810

Titchmarsh
Mill

No

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

Rural

SP969761

Land near
Woodford.

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Rural

SP971745

Willy Watt
Marina

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Existing marina with 200
berths.
Site is currently under
construction for 100 berth
marina.
Separated only by public
highway from Upper Nene
Valley Gravel Pits Ramsar site
and SSSI. Any development of
site would therefore have to be
thoroughly assessed for any
potential impact on SSSI.
Middle Nene Cruising Club
located at Titchmarsh Mill.
Private members club, not a
marina. Provides up to 100
berths for club members, no
room for expansion as located
immediately adjacent to Upper
Nene Valley Gravel Pits Ramsar
and SSSI.
Private moorings on backwater
attached to river. Little or no
potential for expansion as
extremely poor access onto
river with poor visibility.
Existing operation providing
online berths for approximately
60 boats. No room for
expansion and surrounded on
three sites by Upper Nene
Valley Gravel Pits, Ramsar and

No as already
existing.
Operates as a
private
members club
rather than a
Marina.

No, existing
site with little
potential for
expansion.
No, existing
site with no
potential for
expansion.
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2

7

Rural

8

Rural

9

10

Appendix A

Blackthorn
Marina

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

SP901656

Little
Irchester

Yes

Yes

No

Partially

Yes

Rural

SP856621

White Mills
Lock

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Urban

SP808612

Billing
Aquadrome

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

SSSI.
Newly constructed marina
within redundant gravel pit
providing 60 berths.
Immediately adjacent to Upper
Nene Valley Gravel Pits, Ramsar
and SSSI so little opportunity
for expansion.
Potential to create moorings
within redundant gravel pits
subject to planning and an
acceptable connection onto the
river.
Application site. Proposal to
construct marina providing 141
berths with associated facilities
building and car parking.
Existing recreational
development including a
marina. Currently provides 200
berths within a lake type
setting.

No, existing
site with no
potential for
expansion.

Yes

Yes

Site already
exists and
could expand
further into
existing lake.
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Skinner. White Mills Marina. Sequential Test. Appendix B

Site 1: Oundle
Marina Operational. 200
Berths.

Site 2: Lilford
Lodge MarinaUnder
construction 100
Berths.

Site 3: Potential
Site

Site 4: Middle
Nene Cruising
Club. 100 private
berths

Site 6: Willy Watt
Marina. Approx
60 Berths.

Site 5: Private
Moorings.

Site 7: Blackthorn
Marina.
Operational, 60
Berths.

Site 8. Potential
site in disused
gravel pits, subject
to planning.

Site 9: White Mills
Marina
application site.
Site 10: Billing
Aquadrome.
Operational, 180
berths.
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Example pedestrian swing bridge crossing for a proposed new marina
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J & D Skinner - White Mills Marina
Example pedestrian swing bridge crossing for a proposed new marina
December 2013

It is proposed to incorperate a swing bridge crossing over the new marina entrance thus forming a
continuation of the existing PROW route.
The location of the swing bridge will be sited so as to span the narrowest gap of the new sheet piled and
concrete capped entrance structure. The typical width required to span such an opening is around 4.8m.
The siting of the bridge at the marina entrance’s narrowest opening point allows for the shortest possible
span and thus leads to a swing bridge that is easier and safer to manually operate due to its reduced
weight.
Swing bridges are the perfect example of providing a crossing solution that:


Minimises the visual intrusion upon the landscape due to their low profile.



Provides simple non-powered mechanical operation for use by all.



Requires minimum material use and construction.



Requires reletive low maintanence.



Is sympathetic to their surrounds.



Is in complete historical context and harmony with the canal and river network.



Easily adheres to DDA requirements.

The proposed swing bridge to serve White Millls Marina has yet to be formally designed. It is recommended
that that subject to the successful approval of planning permisison, a condition is attached requiring formal
approval of the the final design, location, colour, and materials.
Pedestrian swing bridge crossings are a common sight on the canal and rivers network and the following
four photographs are but a small example of the type of bridge that would be suitable for installation at
White Mills Marina.
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Example pedestrian swing bridge crossing for a proposed new marina
December 2013

Swinging pedestrian footbridge crossing over the Cromford Canal. This takes the footpath across the
canal near to the Lea Wood pump house in Derbyshire.
© Copyright Ray Folwell and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence.

The ‘Clockhouse’ pedestrian Swing footbridge crossing over the Ashton Canal in Droylsdon, Greater
Manchester.
© Copyright David Dixon and licensed for reuse under this Creative Commons Licence.
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Example pedestrian swing bridge crossing for a proposed new marina
December 2013

Pedestrian Swing Bridge located on the Basingstoke Canal near Mytchett in Surrey.
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Swing_Bridge,_Basingstoke_Canal_-_geograph.org.uk__1420885.jpg

Swing Bridge used to cross the Birmingham and Fazeley Canal at Drayton Bassett in Staffordshire.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Birmingham_and_Fazeley_Canal
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