WHITE MILLS MARINA, EARLS BARTON

7

Heritage and Archaeological Assessment
Introduction

7.1

This chapter addresses the likely significant effects of the proposed development on
the cultural heritage resource and has been prepared by Northamptonshire
Archaeology. It comprises a summary of the available cultural heritage baseline
evidence and examines potential impacts from the proposed development upon the
archaeological and cultural heritage resources identified.

7.2

Mitigation measures designed to offset the impact upon the cultural heritage resource
by the proposed development at White Mills Marina, Earls Barton are also
recommended. The information used in this chapter is based on a heritage
assessment undertaken by Northamptonshire Archaeology (Appendix 4).

The scope of assessment
7.3

The scope of the archaeological and cultural heritage assessment was to:


Identify known receptors, including below-ground and visible archaeological
remains, standing buildings and historic landscapes, that may be affected by
the proposed development;



Assess the likely potential of finding previously unrecorded heritage assets
during the construction of proposed development;



Identify potential impacts, both direct and indirect, on heritage assets and
assess the likely magnitude of the impact;



Suggest appropriate mitigation strategies based on the assessment.

Planning policy context
National policy
7.4

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) provides national guidance on the
preservation, management and investigation of the parts of the historic environment
that are historically, archaeologically, architecturally or artistically significant and are
known as heritage assets.

7.5

The framework covers those heritage assets that possess a level of interest sufficient
to justify designation as well as those that are not designated but which are of heritage
interest and are thus a material planning consideration. Where nationally important
archaeological remains are affected by development then there should be a
presumption in favour for their conservation.
Local policy

7.6

Policies in the Borough of Wellingborough Local Plan are gradually being replaced by
those in the Local Development Framework. A number of policies from the former
Local Plan (which was adopted in 1999 and altered in 2004) were ‘saved’ in 2007,
since they continue to be used by the Borough Council in the determination of planning
applications. However, none of these relate to archaeology.
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Assessment methodology
7.7

The assessment has been undertaken in accordance with Standard and guidance for
archaeological desk-based assessment (IfA 2011). The assessment of effects has
followed guidance contained in the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB
2007; vol 11, section 3). The English Heritage document The Setting of Heritage
Assets (EH 2011) provides a basis upon which the assessment of impact upon the
setting of heritage assets can be evaluated. Guidance contained within English
Heritage documents Mineral Extraction and the Historic Environment (2008) was also
referred to. Close reference to the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA;
Chapter 5) was maintained.

7.8

The Northamptonshire Historic Environment Record (HER) was consulted for
documented sites and monuments within the proposed development area and a
surrounding 1km study area.

7.9

A wider study area of 4km was maintained for other designated heritage assets (listed
buildings grade I and II*, Conservation Areas, Scheduled Monuments, Registered
Parks and Battlefields). The extent of the wider study area was determined through the
use of a computer-modelled Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) which was initially set
at 15km (LVIA). The actual visibility of the site was found to be restricted to a
maximum of 4km from the site.

7.10 The English Heritage National Heritage List was consulted in order to identify
designated heritage assets within the study area. A visit to the Northamptonshire
Record Office was undertaken in order to check historic maps of the area, as well as
any other relevant documents and local history books.
7.11 A walkover examination of the site was undertaken in October and again in December
in order to establish the presence of above-ground archaeology, whether previously
recorded or not, and to assess the data collected as part of the heritage assessment.
Where accessible, visits were also made to the designated heritage assets identified
within both study areas to consider potential indirect impacts upon them by the
proposed development.

Significance Criteria
7.12 The categories used to assign a value to cultural heritage assets are drawn from those
outlined in the Cultural Heritage chapter of the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges
(DMRB 2007; vol 11, section 3).
7.13 Paragraph 132 of the National Planning Policy Framework recognises that those
heritage assets with the highest level of significance comprise scheduled monuments,
registered battlefields, grade I and II* listed buildings, grade I and II* registered parks
and gardens and World Heritage Sites. In paragraph 139 it states that non-designated
heritage assets that are demonstrably of equivalent significance to scheduled
monuments, be considered subject to the same policies.
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Criteria for Assessing the Sensitivity (value) of Cultural Heritage Resources
Level of Sensitivity

Definition

Very High

Sites of international importance: World Heritage Sites,
other historic sites, buildings or landscapes of international
importance whether designated or not

High

Sites of national importance including those that are
designated as scheduled monuments or those that are
considered to be suitable for scheduling, grade I and grade
II* listed buildings, registered battlefields, grade I and II*
registered parks and gardens, sites that have the potential
to significantly contribute to national research objectives

Medium

Sites of regional importance may include grade II listed
buildings, grade II registered parks and gardens,
conservation areas and those sites which are considered to
be significant regional examples with well-preserved
evidence of occupation, industry etc, sites that have the
potential to contribute to regional research objectives

Low

Sites which are of less-defined extent, nature and date or
which are in a poor or fragmentary state, but which are
considered to be significant examples in a local context;
important hedgerows; locally listed buildings;

Negligible

Sites with little or no surviving archaeological remains,
buildings of no architectural or historical note

Unknown

The value of the site is unknown

7.14 The magnitude of impact is a measure of the effect of the proposed development on
known heritage assets. It is assessed without regard to the value of the resource. Any
proposed development could potentially have a direct or indirect impact on the
archaeological resource.
Criteria used to determine the magnitude of impact
Level of Magnitude

Definition

Major

Changes to most or all key archaeological/built
or landscape elements such that the resource
is totally altered. Comprehensive changes to
the character or setting of the asset

Moderate

Changes to many key archaeological/built or
landscape elements such that the site is
clearly modified. Considerable changes to
setting that affect the character of the asset

Minor

Changes to key archaeological/built or
landscape elements such that the is slightly
altered or slight changes to the setting

Negligible

Very minor changes to elements or setting

No Change

No change

Page 3 of 19

WHITE MILLS MARINA, EARLS BARTON
7.15 The significance of the impact on the Historic Environment is assessed by combining
the value, or sensitivity, of the heritage asset with the predicted severity of the impact.
Where a choice of two impact significance descriptors is available only one is chosen
7.16 A likely significant effect on a cultural heritage feature is considered to occur when a
major impact is predicted or when moderate impact is predicted for an asset of high
sensitivity. Significance of effects can be both adverse and beneficial. These are
discussed fully within the text.
Significance of effects matrix
Sensitivity of Receptor

Magnitude of impact

Very high

High

Medium

Low

Very low

Major

Very large

Large or
very large

Moderate/
large

Slight/
moderate

Slight

Moderate

Large/very
large

Moderate/
large

Moderate

Slight

Neutral/
slight

Minor

Moderate/
large

Moderate/

Slight

Neutral/
slight

Neutral/
slight

Negligible

Slight

Slight

Neutral/
slight

Neutral/
slight

Neutral

None

Neutral

Neutral

Neutral

Neutral

Neutral

slight

EXISTING BASELINE CONDITIONS
The site
7.17 The site, which is a single pasture field, comprises 3.4ha of land to the south of the
village of Earls Barton, which is situated c 3.2km from the eastern suburbs of
Northampton. It lies at an elevation of c 47.5m above Ordnance Datum in the Nene
valley basin. The southern boundary of the site is formed by a canalised portion of the
River Nene; a lock is also present. A towpath on the northern side of the river links with
the Nene Way to the west. To the east the site is bounded by Station Road/Grendon
Road, a permanent pitch for the Gypsy and Traveller community and a sports ground
beyond, and to the west there is further pasture. To the north are large industrial
warehouses and a container depot.
7.18 The southern boundary of the site is characterised by the Nene Navigation channel
and the two different types of lock gate- a set of ‘pointing door’ or mitre gates and a
‘guillotine’ type lock gate. Immediately to the west of the pointing door lock is a
temporary mooring. The strip of ground closest to the river is significantly higher than
the rest of the field by almost a metre, likely to have been created during the
excavation of the navigation channel. A substantial drain, aligned east to west across
the site, is visible as a distinct raised earthwork. In the northern part of the site was a
shallow channel, although it was mostly dry.
7.19 Geotechnical boreholes were drilled in 2004 (Hanson Aggregates) and in 2009 (DSC)
and identified layers of basal soils comprising mudstones and hard grey clays between
1.50m and 2.50m below modern ground level. The basal clays were overlain by
‘mineral deposits’, comprising sands and gravels which were of variable thickness
across the site, ranging from 0.3m to 1.0m thick. Overlying the mineral soils were
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layers of grey and orange-brown silty clays which were between 0.8m and 2.0m thick,
with the more shallow deposits in the northern part of the site. It is probable that these
soils were alluvial. Geotechnical assessment undertaken in 1975 at the north-eastern
corner of the site recorded alluvial deposits of up to 6.20m below ground level,
although this is an unusually deep deposit and may suggest that the borehole was cut
through a palaeochannel (Harrison 1983).
7.20 The geotechnical information is at present too sparse to create a more detailed deposit
model for the site; there is too little information to ascertain whether there are any
palaeochannels within the site.
Cultural heritage assets within the study area (1km radius)
7.21 No designated heritage assets fall within the proposed development area (Fig ref: Vol
3 Ch7 (7.21)). There are two designated heritage assets within the study area. The
closest is Castle Ashby Park, a grade I registered park, situated c 840m to the south,
which is considered to have a high level of sensitivity. At the northern tip of the park is
Station Lodge which is grade II listed (Ref: 3/15) It is a baronial-style stone building of
1869 by E W Godwin with turret and archway beneath and is one of three lodges
standing at the end of drives across the park. The building is considered to have a
medium level of sensitivity.
7.22 A number of undesignated cultural heritage assets are present within the study area
and are discussed in detail below (Fig ref: Vol 3 Ch 7 (7.22)).
Designated Cultural heritage assets within the wider study area (4km)
7.23 In the wider study area there are five scheduled monuments: Place House moat and
fishponds (1.7km; Ref: 13656), Earls Barton motte castle (1.8km; Ref: 13660), a
Roman villa 200m west of Doddington Mill (2.10km; Ref; 163); a bowl barrow (1.7km;
Ref: 17135) and a medieval cross at Grendon (2.6km; Ref: 29714).
7.24 There are six grade I listed buildings: Church of St Mary the Virgin, Whiston (1.5km;
Ref: 3/72); Church of All Saints, Earls Barton (1.6km; Ref: 20/30); Church of St Mary
Magdalene, Castle Ashby (2.9km; Ref: 13/25) and Castle Ashby itself (2.7km; Ref:
13/16); The Old Vicarage, Great Doddington (3.6km: Ref: 17/110) and Church of St
Mary Magdalene, Ecton (3km; Ref: 18/79).
7.25 There are nine grade II* listed buildings: Grendon Hall (2.6km; Ref: 23/170); Church of
St Mary, Grendon (2.7km; 23/153); Church of St Peter, Cogenhoe (2.7km; 2/60); The
Menagerie, part of the Castle Ashby Estate (2.9km; 13/41); Terrace Gardens (part of
Castle Ashby Estate (2.7km; 13/17); Ecton House (3.0km; 18/73); The Manor House,
Ecton (3.0km: Ref: 18/92); Ecton Hall (3.0km; Ref: 18/66) and the Church of St
Nicholas, Great Doddington (3.6km; Ref: 17/111).
7.26 All the above heritage assets are considered to have a high level of sensitivity.
7.27 There are six conservation areas within the wider study area; these are associated
with the villages of Grendon, Castle Ashby, Cogenhoe, Earls Barton, Great
Doddington and Ecton. Conservation Areas are considered to have a medium level of
sensitivity. Castle Ashby conservation area and all associated designated heritage
assets, apart from the very northern tip of the registered park, were found to lie outside
the ZTV and will therefore have no potential for impact from the proposed development
(LVIA).
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Archaeological background
Glossary
Prehistoric
Palaeolithic
Mesolithic

450,000 BC-10,001 BC
10,000 BC- 4,001 BC

Neolithic

4,000 BC- 1,801 BC

Bronze Age

1,800 BC- 601 BC

Iron Age

600 BC- 42 AD

Historic
Roman
Saxon/Early medieval

43 AD- 409 AD
409 AD- 1065 AD

Medieval

1066 AD- 1458 AD

Post-medieval

1486 AD- 1799 AD

Modern

1800 AD- Present

Earlier prehistoric
7.28 Northamptonshire lies outside the core zone of counties rich in Lower and Middle
Palaeolithic finds. The majority of finds that have been made, however, have been
found during gravel quarrying along the Nene Valley. Palaeolithic waste flakes, a flake
tool and an early Acheulean handaxe were found in a small gravel pit somewhere in
the parish in the early 20th century (HER 3564/0/0). Although the findspot is marked
500m to the north of the site, it is noted on the HER that this should be treated with
caution. Another flake tool was found 350m to the south-east of the site (HER
3554/0/0). Palaeolithic artefacts have been recovered from three of the terrace
deposits of the Middle Nene Valley (Woodstone, Grendon and Ecton members),
although these deposits are relatively late and the artefacts derived (Brown and Allen
2009).
7.29 It has been noted that there is potential for low energy environments to be preserved
within alluvial deposits of the Nene valley, as demonstrated by the discovery of a preIpswichian (an inter-glacial period that started c 130,000 years ago) waterhole and
animal pathway beneath river gravels at Little Houghton (Phillips and Kidd 2004).
7.30 Extensive prehistoric activity has been recorded on the light, free-draining soils of the
Nene Valley and significant areas have been excavated in advance of quarrying.
7.31 Although evidence indicates tree-clearance in the Nene floodplain started during the
mid/late Neolithic small-scale, temporary woodland clearance of the floodplain during
Neolithic period was replaced by large-scale deforestation in the late Bronze Age/early
Iron Age (Brown and Meadows 1997).
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7.32 The Neolithic and Bronze Age funerary complex at Grendon was discovered by aerial
photography in the 1960s. Archaeological excavation of parts of the complex prior to
gravel extraction found a number of Neolithic monuments including a mortuary
enclosure and a possible long enclosure. More recent work in 1998 and 2001 has
added further Neolithic monuments to the group, with the discovery of a doubleditched rectangular mortuary enclosure and a further long enclosure (Last 2005).
Twelve Bronze Age ring ditches were also excavated during the larger excavations of
the 1970s and 1980s, while a further ring ditch was investigated during a later
watching brief (Jones and Chapman 2005).
7.33 A number of other Bronze Age barrows have been identified on the valley floor,
although there are none known within the current search area. A bowl barrow 1.6km to
the west survives as a 0.5m high mound and is a Scheduled Monument (SM17135).
On the south side of the river, 1.4km to the north-east, a bowl barrow located on
alluvium was excavated prior to quarrying (Jackson 1984).
7.34 It is considered that there is a low/moderate potential for prehistoric remains within the
site, although any such remains are likely to be buried under alluvium. The site is likely
to have been marginal land and previous archaeological investigation along the Nene
has already shown that there is limited potential for the survival of major monuments
that were typically marginal to present and former river channels (Chapman 2004).
The presence of prehistoric features is perhaps more likely at the northern margin of
the site, where the alluvial deposits are thinner. There is a low potential for evidence
of environmental remains dating to the Palaeolithic period which could contain
evidence of hominid activity. It is considered that any such remains within the site may
be of up to a medium level of sensitivity.
Iron Age/Roman
7.35 Evidence of the continuing intensive utilisation of the Nene Valley landscape includes
extensive agricultural landscapes which were largely created during the middle Iron
Age and used into the Romano-British period. Large complexes have been recorded at
Sywell/Ecton c 4km to the north-west on the northern side of the river and at Wollaston
c 4km to the south-east on the southern side.
7.36 At Clay Lane, 750m to the west of the site, part of an extensive area of Iron Age
activity was investigated (Windell 1982; HER 2148; Fig 5). Perhaps the earliest
elements of the landscape were two pit alignments, one aligned approximately northeast to south-west and the other north to south. Pit alignments usually date to the late
Bronze Age/early Iron Age and are thought to be territorial boundaries and can extend
over some kilometres. A possible droveway as well as other large enclosures were
also considered to be pre-Belgic in date. Further division of land, in the form of ditched
boundaries also seemed to pre-date establishment of the main enclosure. When
constructed, the main enclosure appeared to ’respect’ these earlier boundaries. Within
the enclosure were two roundhouses, sub-enclosure and a further structure.
7.37 Evidence of Roman activity lay c 160m to the south of the Iron Age occupation and
appeared to comprise a single focus of buildings with evidence of a surrounding field
system (HER 2058; Fig 5). During the earliest phase, mid to late 1st century AD,
timber buildings were replaced by stone buildings, including a two-room building which
later had a third room and stone verandah added and a circular stone building. This
phase dated to the late1st/early 2nd centuries AD until the late 2nd/early 3rd centuries
AD.
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7.38 Extensive areas of cropmarks, probably Iron Age or Roman in date, are visible on
aerial photographs across the surrounding landscape. Cropmarks immediately north of
the site, and part of a larger cropmark complex located to the north of the A45,
included enclosures and pits have now been largely destroyed by modern
development (HER 3563).
7.39 Geophysical survey of 80ha of land close to the Clay Lane site confirmed the presence
of Iron Age/Roman enclosures and associated field systems, particularly to the west of
the earlier Clay Lane site. These were later subject to trial trench excavation which
found that the most extensive activity dated to the middle Iron Age and covered most
of the First River Terrace. In the eastern part of the survey area, close to the site, there
were no clear archaeological features, likely due to masking alluvial deposits.
7.40 Aerial photographs show the remains of a rectangular stone building containing five
rooms as well as three circular buildings and a walled yard, situated 2.1km to the
north-east. A significant quantity of building debris and 4th-century pottery has also
been found in the area. The villa is a Scheduled Monument (Ref: 163).
7.41 There is extensive evidence for the later prehistoric and Roman utilisation of the
landscape in the surrounding area, although much of the activity is located on the First
Terrace River gravels above the valley bottom. The area close to the river was likely to
have been marginal land and therefore any remains from this period are likely to
comprise ditches for stock management/drainage rather than settlement activity. It is
considered that there is a low/moderate potential for remains of this date, which are
likely to be low level of sensitivity.
Anglo-Saxon/medieval
7.42 Earls Barton church has a late 10th-century tower of four stages with long and short
work at each corner (Grade I listed). The church also has elements from the 12th,
13th, 14th and 19th centuries.
7.43 A mound and ditch immediately north of Earls Barton church is known as Berry Mount
(SM 13660). Given the 10th century date of the adjacent church tower, the mound has
been interpreted as a possible Saxon thegn’s dwelling, Norman motte or even an Iron
Age fort (RCHME 1970, 42). The Scheduled Monument description suggests that the
ditch provided a defence around a Saxon manor house with the existing earthwork
being re-used as the motte. The south of the motte lies within the closed churchyard of
All Saints Church and the north side of the mound is bounded by a flat-bottomed ditch.
7.44 At Domesday Earls Barton was held by Countess Judith a niece of William the
Conqueror.
7.45 The Countess holds four hides herself in (Earls) Barton. Land for eight ploughs. In
lordship two; three slaves. Eight villagers, six smallholders and eleven freemen have
six ploughs. Three mills at 28s8d; meadow 34 acres. The value is and was £4. Bondi
held it, with full jurisdiction.
7.46 The deserted hamlet of Thorpe, 2.5km to the north-east of the site is thought to have
been known as Widetorp at Domesday and the three virgates of land were held by
Robert from the Countess Judith (VCH 1937).
7.47 At the beginning of the 14th century there were three manors in Earls Barton including
Barnard’s Manor and Holdenby’s Manor. Delapre Abbey also held a manor or estate
known as Delaprey Manor, with land being granted to the abbey on several different
occasions in the 14th century. Records of Thorp manor have been traced up to the
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16th century, but nothing further is mentioned after 1580. Of the three mills mentioned
in the Domesday Survey for Earls Barton, two may have belonged to the manor of
Thorp since in 1580 two were recorded in that hamlet. By 1772 the site was completely
deserted apart from the mill (RCHME 1979, 42).
7.48 White Mills, south of the site, may be the location of the third watermill mentioned by
the Domesday Book.
7.49 There is little evidence to suggest that the site was utilised for anything other than
agricultural purposes during the medieval period. Due to its proximity to the river, the
field may never have been cultivated. There is a low potential for any features dating to
the medieval period within the site other than field boundaries. Any such features are
likely to be of a low sensitivity.
Post-medieval/modern
7.50 The mill to the south of the site is rarely mentioned in documentary sources. In 1597,
there are references to Hullock fulling mill, where a boy jumped into the river and was
carried under the waterwheel. In 1712, it was marked on John Morton’s map as
Hullock Mill, but by 1760 was known as White Mills and it was named as White Mills in
the 1772 Inclosure Award. The last reference to the mill appears to have been in 1883,
when a miller of all work was advertised, although the mill was still marked on the 2nd
Edition Ordnance Survey map and shown on a postcard dated 1906.
7.51 The open fields of the parish were enclosed by an Act of Parliament of 1771. Ridge
and furrow, the remains of the medieval and post-medieval open field system, were
found across the area of the geophysical survey (Masters and Fisher 2003; HER
9407/0/6 and 9407/0/8), although only a single field in the search area has upstanding
earthwork remains (HER 9407/0/4). It is likely, given the proximity of the site to the
river, that it was marginal land or meadow and was never cultivated.
7.52 The River Nene was made navigable following an Act of Parliament in 1756. Work
progressed upstream and the river eventually became navigable from the east coast to
Northampton in 1761. For the most part, the site lies on the man-made navigation
channel rather than the natural course of the river. The former towing path runs
alongside the river channel at the south of the site and is now used as a footpath. A
late 18th-century plan, drawn after the creation of the navigation, shows a number of
water management schemes. The route of an old channel is shown, and the proposed
route of a new channel through the site. This matches with the alignment of the small
watercourse currently within the site. These were probably created as a response to
the creation of the navigation and its resultant alteration to the flow of the river.
7.53 The Northampton and Peterborough Railway was opened in 1845, running from
Peterborough to a junction with the London and Birmingham Railway at Blisworth. In
1846, it became part of the London and North Western Railway (LNWR). The former
station was known as Castle Ashby and Earls Barton Station and was located 500m
from the site on the southern bank of the Nene. It closed in 1966. A brick-built goods
shed still survives (HER 6294/1/2). The straight, causewayed road immediately south
of the station was built in 1863-4 and raised in 1873 to link the Castle Ashby with the
station.
7.54 The topography of much of this stretch of the Nene valley has been altered greatly
during the last century by gravel workings; those to the east at Grendon Quarry being
particularly significant. The closest gravel workings were on the eastern side of Station
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Road adjacent to the site. These were in use in the middle of the 20th century. The site
is currently partly wooded.
7.55 There is a moderate/high potential for post-medieval/modern features, particularly
those associated with the construction of the Navigation in the 18th century and water
management features as shown in the early 19th-century map. These are considered
to have low sensitivity.
Historic landscape
7.56 Historic Landscape Characterisation was undertaken for the whole of
Northamptonshire
by
Northamptonshire
County
Council
(rnrpenvironmentalcharacter.org.uk/). The site lies within HLC type 5 19th century
Parliamentary Enclosure, Area k Nene Valley: Ecton to Great Doddington. Key
characteristics of this HLC type are:


Earls Barton, Mears Ashby and Great Doddington were all enclosed under
Parliamentary Act in the 18th century and parcels of land which preserve this
original layout still survive especially around the west side of Ecton and at the
east of Earls Barton;



Of all the settlements in the area only Ecton has remained the same size as in
the 19th century;



Ribbon development has seen Wilby and Great Doddington expand out from
their centres whilst Earls Barton has grown most with the establishment of
major housing estates around its historic core.

7.57 Key sites within the character area include a number of designated assets already
identified during the assessment. Non-designated heritage assets include the River
Nene Navigation and the River Nene, as well as the dismantled Blisworth to
Peterborough railway.
7.58 The field is part of a group classified as regular, enclosed agricultural fields with
straight internal boundaries, originating as pasture land. This morphology is typical of
fields created during the process of early Parliamentary enclosure.
7.59 The wider landscape character of the site and wider study area has been assessed as
part of the LVIA. The landscape character area that would experience potential
impacts due to the proposed development is Nene-Billing Wharf to Woodford Mill LCA
18d of the Northamptonshire Landscape Assessment. No significant heritage elements
have been identified as part of this character area.
7.60 The sensitivity of the historic landscape of the area is assessed as low.

Palaeoenvironmental remains
7.61 There has been significant investigation of ancient palaeochannels along the River
Nene, the results of which have been used for the reconstruction of local and regional
environments and floodplain land use. Parts of the Nene appear to have been a
relatively stable multiple-channel (anastomising) river system that had been
established from about 10,000BP (before present), at around the start of the Flandrian
period. Most of the channels were considerably smaller than the modern river bed due
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to the lower river flow. This was itself caused by the greater uptake of water by the
forested landscape of the period (Brown and Meadows 1997).
7.62 The general pattern seems to be that of continued deposition and reworking of gravels
into the late Devensian (with meandering in the late Devensian interstadial), a lack of
deposition and channel change in the early Holocene, then hydrological change, some
abandonment of channels, and the overbank alluviation in the mid to late Holocene
and greatly accelerated channel siltation and abandonment from the Saxon period
onwards.
7.63 During the later phase of archaeological investigation at Grendon a palaeochannel
was sampled which was located about 100m west of the main excavation area (Brown
and Allen 2009). High resolution pollen analysis of two monoliths taken from the
channel fill showed that the channel was probably of late glacial origin, with channel
infill occurring in the Mesolithic with a hiatus covering the Mesolithic to early Bronze
Age. Subsequent deposition occurred from the early Bronze Age to the mid-late
Bronze Age, providing important information about the local landscape during that
period. Pollen analysis of palaeochannel deposits found at Turnells Mill Lane in
Wellingborough provided valuable evidence regarding localised Neolithic/early Bronze
Age deforestation.
7.64 The potential significance of palaeochannels on site would be closely associated with
the presence of archaeological activity, with diminished potential as distance increases
from archaeological activity (Brown and Allen 2009). The presence of below-ground
archaeological features within the site is at present unknown, but is considered to be
low-moderate. There is scope to extend environmental dataset for the Late Upper
Palaeolithic, since suitable channel deposits have been found at Wollaston and
Grendon, although unless the deposits were associated with in situ archaeological
sites then the environmental data would only be of limited value. Similarly, there is no
securely dated pollen profile from the Saxon period.
7.65 It is considered that there is a high potential for former river channels to be present
within the site, although the significance of the channels and the information they may
provide is likely to be highly variable. The potential of the channels should be carefully
assessed for the likelihood to provide useful data to add to the existing corpus of
information. Pre and post-alluviation channels should be identified, as those channels
which cut through the alluvium will be of a much later date and therefore unlikely to
provide significant environmental information.
7.66 Palaeoenvironmental analysis has the potential to add to the corpus of work regarding
the landscape of the Nene Valley and address regional research themes (Knight et al
2012):


Further characterise the environmental signature of key periods of change,
including the Mesolithic-Neolithic transition, the late Iron Age to early Roman
era and the early post-Roman period

7.67 It is likely that any palaeochannels found within the site would be of up to regional
importance at most and have a medium level of significance.
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Predicted impacts
7.68 Potential impacts to the cultural heritage resource can arise during both the
construction phase and operational phase of the proposed development and can be
direct or indirect in their nature.

Direct impacts
7.69 The proposed development will require excavation and mineral extraction over an area
of 1.55ha of the 3.4ha site which will have a direct, permanent impact on buried
remains and remove all archaeological features within the area of the marina basin.
7.70 Further aspects of the development will involve the construction of an access road and
buildings and associated facilities at the north of the site to serve the marina. All have
the potential to damage or destroy below-ground archaeological remains.
7.71 Direct impacts arising during the construction phase will largely apply to below-ground
archaeological assets. There is a low-moderate potential for below-ground
archaeological remains within the site. These are most likely to pre-date the medieval
period. Evidence of later prehistoric activity may include Neolithic and Bronze Age
funerary monuments, although evidence for major monuments is not considered likely
in marginal areas such as this. Iron Age and Roman features, if present, are likely to
be of low significance. There may also be evidence of built-structures, such as fishtraps or fish-weirs, or other worked timbers. The magnitude or impact on buried
archaeological features is at this stage difficult to assess since the scale and nature of
the resource is unknown. However, it is possible that the construction of the marina
basin will remove all the elements of an archaeological site and will have a major
magnitude of impact.
7.72 In the northern part of the site, the alluvial deposits are much shallower and there is
perhaps more likelihood for prehistoric features to be present. However, the
groundworks associated with the marina buildings and access road will not be as deep
and magnitude of impact will not be as significant. There would potentially be a
moderate significance of effect on below-ground archaeological features/deposits.
7.73 There may be evidence of palaeochannels within the site, which could contain
palaeoenvironmental data of low significance. The magnitude of effect would be minor
as only a small proportion of the resource will be affected by the construction and the
significance of effect would be slight.
7.74 The development would require the north edge of the River Nene Navigation channel
to be pierced to allow boats entry into the marina. The navigation is of low significance
and the magnitude of effect would be minor as only a small part of its length would be
affected by the construction and the significance of effect would be slight. The locks
will not be directly affected by the proposed development.
7.75 The narrow watercourse on site, which was in existence by the end of the 18th
century, would be partially destroyed. The magnitude of effect would be moderate and
the significance of effect would be slight.

Indirect impacts
7.76 In assessing the impact of the proposed development a number of key attributes have
been taken into account. The site is situated on the valley floor and is therefore not in a
prominent position; there will be no change to any skylines. The scale of the site is
small, especially when the distance from the designated heritage assets is taken into
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account, and the nature of both phases of development will not introduce prominent
elements into the existing landscape. Many of the views of the valley are extensive
rather than focussed and the development would be a minor element within those
views. Views along the valley floor, however, are generally shorter in depth, which
along with dense vegetation, provide a significant visual barrier (LVIA).
7.77 Other potential impacts upon the setting of heritage assets include issues relating to
lighting, noise, transport, dust and vibration as well as other factors such as potential
changes to groundwater levels.
7.78 The increase in heavy machinery moving to and from site as well as heavy plant on
the site during the mineral extraction phase has the potential to have an indirect impact
on heritage assets. However, traffic movement is anticipated to be concentrated on the
along Station Road north of the site leading to and from the A45. It is considered that
there will be a negligible indirect impact to identified heritage assets.
Archaeology
7.79 The Nene Navigation is considered to be of local importance. Its setting has been
extensively altered during the 20th century by gravel extraction. It is considered that
there will be a minor adverse impact and therefore a slight effect on the setting of the
navigation and associated locks by the proposed development during the construction
stage. However, it is considered that once the development has been completed there
will be a slight beneficial effect due to the likely increase in visitor numbers and use of
the river.
7.80 No changes to the water table are predicted to occur due to the proposed
development. It is considered that there will be no other indirect impacts to nondesignated archaeological features outside the site.
Castle Ashby
7.81 Most of the designated heritage assets associated with Castle Ashby, apart from the
very northern tip of the registered park and the grade II listed Station Lodge, lie outside
the ZTV and therefore there will be no visual impact on their setting. A significant
increase in traffic is not anticipated and the distance from the proposed development
means that it is considered that there will be no other impact on the setting of these
assets.
7.82 The northern tip of the grade I registered park lies inside the ZTV. This area of the park
was added in 1874 and now returned to arable cultivation. However, existing tree
cover to the south of the site in former White Mills site would screen much of the
development. It is considered that at most there will be a negligible impact to the
setting of areas of the northern part of the park during the construction and operation
phases of the proposed development with a slight adverse effect.
7.83 There are no views of the proposed development area from the road adjacent to the
grade II listed Station Lodge although there may be limited views from the upper
storeys of the lodge. There are no views from the proposed development to the lodge.
There may be a slight increase in traffic to the proposed development site. There may
be a minor magnitude of impact on the lodge both during the construction and
completed phases with a slight effect.
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Ecton
7.84 In Ecton much of the Conservation Area is focussed on the narrow High Street with
few views across the wider countryside. No views that included the proposed
development were observed from ground level. Although Ecton Hall was not
accessible, it is surrounded by significant areas of landscaped garden which will limit
longer views of the valley. It is considered that there would be no impact to the
significance of the setting of any of the designated heritage assets in Ecton.
Great Doddington
7.85 In Great Doddington, the listed buildings (The Old Vicarage and the Church of St
Nicholas) are set back from the main road through the village, with none of the longer
views out to the valley. The Church has a squat tower which does not form a
significant landmark in views into the village. There are significant views of the valley
from parts of the Conservation Area, but at 3.5km distant the development would be, if
visible at all, a very minor element of the wider landscape. The magnitude of impact to
the setting of designated heritage assets in Great Doddington is assessed as
negligible and the significance of effect as slight.
Earls Barton
7.86 In Earls Barton, the Church of All Saints and the motte are situated on a prominent
knoll above the village. However, there are no views to the south from this part of the
village. The significance of the motte’s setting mainly lies with its close association with
the church. Although there are extensive views from certain parts of the village across
the valley, there are few within the Conservation Area itself. The magnitude of impact
to the setting of designated heritage assets in Earls Baton is assessed as negligible
and the significance of effect as slight.
Grendon
7.87 Grendon church lies on the upper slopes of the valley sides in a prominent situation
within the village. There are some views from the church, but there are wider views
from the valley towards the church, particularly from roads entering the village.
However, it is considered that the development would not impede or dominate any
views. Views towards the development from the Conservation Area would be very
limited by tree cover on the river. Grendon Hall and the nearby medieval cross lie
further down the valley sides with no views towards or from the proposed
development. The magnitude of impact to the setting of designated heritage assets in
Grendon is assessed as negligible and the significance of effect as slight.
Whiston
7.88 The Church of St Mary the Virgin, Whiston is situated on a prominent knoll and has
long views across the valley within which the development would be visible as a minor
element of the wider landscape. There are also extensive views of the church,
particularly from the opposite side of the valley. However, the location of the
development on the valley floor means that intervisibility between the church and other
monuments and from key viewpoints would not be affected. Temporary and permanent
lighting would provide a minor impact, although the distance from the church negates
this impact (LVIA). It is considered that at most there will be a minor impact to the
setting of the church during the mineral extraction phase of the development. This
would become negligible during the later marina phase. The significance of effect
would be slight.
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7.89 There would be no impact to the church at Cogenhoe or the Conservation Area.
Scheduled monuments
7.90 The bowl barrow lies in the base of the Nene valley and, at 1.7km distant from the
proposed development, there are no views between it and the development nor would
the development have any impact on intervisibility between it and other monuments.
There would be no impact on the setting of the site of the Roman villa, 2.2km from the
site. Place House moats lie within a narrow valley below Whiston village, the
significance of its setting very much associated with the village and topography which
limits long views. The magnitude of impact to the setting of all the Scheduled
Monuments identified as part of this assessment would be negligible and the
significance of effect slight.

Mitigation
Construction phase
Direct impacts
7.91 The development will require a mitigation strategy to be formulated by the
Archaeological Advisor for Northamptonshire County Council for the archaeological
investigation, analysis and publication of any below-ground heritage assets within the
site. This will be applied as a condition of any planning permission/s for the proposed
development. The mitigation strategy will be incorporated into the pre-construction and
construction phases of the proposed development and will be formulated to be
accommodated within the set development parameters. The strategy will seek to avoid
or reduce to an acceptable level any significant adverse effects the proposed
development will have upon the archaeological resource through a programme of
targeted, phased archaeological investigation, recording, analysis and publication
undertaken either prior to or during groundworks associated with the proposed
development.
7.92 It is considered that the archaeological evidence would be most likely to comprise
palaeochannels associated with the Nene. Channels of the highest likely potential are
those dating to the prehistoric period. Archaeological features pre-dating the medieval
period may also be present and are likely to be buried beneath alluvial deposits which
appear to cover much of the site.
7.93 Evaluating the site’s potential is problematic given the likely depth of alluvium over
much of the site. Geophysical survey is not expected to produce any reliable results
given the alluvial deposits; previous geophysical survey to the west of the site did not
reveal any archaeological features (Masters and Fisher 2003). The excavation of a
small number of evaluation trenches set at 90° to the river prior to the commencement
of groundworks would enable the deposit sequence to be calculated and a robust
deposit model to be formulated. It would also identify potential palaeochannel locations
and surviving archaeological features.
7.94 A more detailed archaeological strategy could then be devised. It will likely involve
archaeological strip, map and sample, undertaken during the excavation of the marina
basin. This would involve controlled stripping of the overlying alluvial deposits and
subsequent specialist identification of palaeochannels, which should be specifically
targeted based on potential significance of retrievable environmental data. A range of
analytical methods should be considered for the assessment of any suitable
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palaeochannels, including pollen analysis and radiocarbon dating, analysis of plant
macros, ostracods and diatoms.
7.95 Contingencies should be put in place so that, if necessary, groundworks can be halted
to allow for the excavation and recording of unforeseen archaeological features
exposed during construction. The scope and methodology to be employed in all
archaeological investigations will be defined by Archaeological Advisor for
Northamptonshire County Council.
Indirect impacts
7.96 The LVIA recommended that the proposed development gives an opportunity for an
effective landscape strategy including the retention, protection and additional planting
of boundary trees. The implementation of such a strategy would also serve to reduce
any visual impact to historic landscapes and buildings. Use of directional lighting to
reduce stray upward light and minimise light pollution would also serve to reduce
visual impact.
Operational phase
7.97 Direct impacts to heritage assets are limited to the construction phases of White Mills
Marina, and a level of appropriate archaeological mitigation will be undertaken either in
advance of construction or during specific construction activities. There will be no
additional direct impacts upon heritage assets during the operation of the marina.
7.98 Indirect impacts during the operational stage will have already been reduced by the
implementation of the strategy detailed above. No further mitigation is envisaged.

Evaluation of Residual Impacts
7.99 The implementation of a scheme of phased archaeological investigation will mean that
the construction of the proposed development will have a minor (not significant)
impact upon below-ground archaeological remains. The residual impact of the
proposed development will be that any archaeological and palaeoenvironmental
remains impacted by the construction of infrastructure, excavation, landscaping and
land forming, will have been excavated, recorded and published. There will be no longterm effects within the application site itself once the excavation and recording of the
archaeological remains have been completed. The impact of the proposed
development will be offset by the benefit accruing from the investigation into and the
dissemination of the results of excavations and/or watching briefs of remains that may
be present within the application site. The results of any archaeological investigation
have the potential to address national and regional research agendas and will add to
the corpus of archaeological data for this part of the Nene Valley.
7.100 There will be a negligible residual impact upon the setting of identified cultural
heritage assets.
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Table 8.6: Summary of Impacts: Archaeology

Short-term/Long-term

Significance

Adverse/beneficial

Reversible/Irreversible

Short-term/Long-term

Significance

Impact After Mitigation (Residual)

Reversible/Irreversible

Mitigation

Adverse/beneficial

Impact Before Mitigation

Geographical Importance

Description of
Impact

Construction

Loc.

Adv.

Irrev.

LT

Significant

Preservation by record in
advance of groundworks

Adv.

Irrev.

LT

Not significant

Operation

Loc.

Adv.

Irrev.

LT

Significant

No mitigation required

Adv.

Irrev.

LT

Not significant
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL DESK-BASED HERITAGE ASSESSMENT OF
LAND AT WHITE MILLS MARINA, EARLS BARTON, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

Abstract
Northamptonshire Archaeology conducted an archaeological desk-based heritage
assessment of land at the proposed White Mills Marina, Earls Barton, Northamptonshire.
There are no designated assets within or adjacent to the site, although a number are
located within the wider search area, including the Grade I Registered Park of Castle
Ashby 800m to the south.
Extensive activity has been recorded on the light, free-draining soils of the Nene Valley
and significant areas have been excavated in advance of quarrying, including the
Neolithic and Bronze Age funerary complex at Grendon and Iron Age and Roman activity
to the west, in part investigated at Clay Lane. However, much of this activity is located
on the first gravel terrace overlooking the River Nene, while the site lies on alluvial
deposits of the valley bottom.
A watermill, latterly known as White Mills, may have had its origins in the medieval
period and was located south of the site.
It is considered that there is a low potential for environmental remains from the
Palaeolithic period and Neolithic or Bronze Age funerary monuments. The site was likely
to have been marginal land from the Iron Age period and it is considered that there is a
low/moderate potential for below-ground archaeological remains of low/local
significance.

1

INTRODUCTION

1.1

Background
Northamptonshire Archaeology was commissioned by SBRice Consulting Ltd Ltd to
conduct a desk-based heritage assessment of land west of Grendon Road, Earls Barton,
Northamptonshire (NGR: SP 8566 6210; Fig 1). It is proposed that a new marina will be
constructed (Planning ref: S/2013/0932/PC).
The present report has considered the evidence of Northamptonshire Historic
Environment Record, Northamptonshire Record Office and that of relevant published
and archived documentary and cartographic sources. Internet sources consulted
included the Archaeology Data Service (ads.ahds.ac.uk) to check the National
Monuments
Record
(NMR)
information
and
the
National
Archives
(nationalarchives.gov.uk).
The aim of the assessment was to collate information about the known or potential
archaeological resource within the area of the scheme (including its presence or
absence, character and extent, date, integrity, state of preservation, significance and
relative quality) in accordance with paragraph 128 of the National Planning Policy
Framework (DCLG 2012). The work has been undertaken in accordance with Standard
and guidance for archaeological desk-based assessment (IfA 2011).
Northamptonshire Archaeology
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1.2

Policy background
National policy
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) provides national guidance on the
preservation, management and investigation of the parts of the historic environment that
are historically, archaeologically, architecturally or artistically significant and are known
as heritage assets. The NPPF replaced PPS5 in March 2012, which in turn replaced
Planning Policy Guidance 15 and 16 (PPG 15 and 16) in March 2010.
The framework covers those heritage assets that possess a level of interest sufficient to
justify designation as well as those that are not designated but which are of heritage
interest and are thus a material planning consideration. Where nationally important
archaeological remains are affected by development then there should be a presumption
in favour for their conservation.
Paragraph 128 states that Local Planning Authorities should require an applicant to
describe the significance of any heritage assets affected, including any contribution
made by their setting. The level of detail should be proportionate to the asset’s
importance and no more than is sufficient to understand the potential impact of the
proposal on their significance.
Paragraph 129 states that Local planning authorities should identify and assess the
particular significance of any heritage asset that may be affected by a proposal
(including by development affecting the setting of a heritage asset) taking account of the
available evidence and any necessary expertise.
Regional policy
The North Northamptonshire Core Spatial Strategy sets out the overall plan for the whole
of North Northamptonshire.
Local policy
A number of policies from the former Wellingborough Borough Council have been
‘saved’, although none relate to archaeology.

1.3

Topography, location and geology
The site comprises 3.4ha of land to the south of the village of Earls Barton, which is
situated c3.2km from the eastern suburbs of Northampton (Fig 1). The proposed
development area currently comprises pasture. The site lies at an elevation of c47.5m
above Ordnance Datum in the basin of the River Nene valley. The southern boundary of
the site is formed by a canalised portion of the River Nene; a lock is also present. A
towpath on the northern side of the river, links with the Nene Way to the west. To the
east the site is bounded by Station Road/Grendon Road, a permanent pitch for the
Gypsy and Traveller community and a sports ground beyond and to the west there is
further pasture. To the north are large industrial warehouses and a container depot.
The local bedrock geology comprises the Whitby Mudstone Formation, with superficial
deposits of alluvium across much of the site, and First Terrace River Deposits in a small
area at the north (BGS: mapapps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyofbritain/home). Geotechnical
boreholes were drilled in 2004 (Hanson Aggregates) and in 2009 (DSC) and identified
layers of basal soils comprising mudstones and hard grey clays between 1.50m and
2.50m below modern ground level. The basal clays were overlain by ‘mineral deposits’,
comprising sands and gravels which were of variable thickness across the site, ranging
from 0.3m to 1.0m thick. Overlying the mineral soils were layers of grey and orangebrown silty clays which were between 0.8m and 2.0m thick. It is probable that these soils
were alluvial. Geotechnical assessment undertaken in 1975 at the north-eastern corner
Northamptonshire Archaeology
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of the site recorded alluvial deposits of up to 6.20m below ground level, although this is
an unusually deep deposit and may suggest that the borehole was cut through a
palaeochannel.
A site visit was undertaken on 21/10/13 in heavy rain. The southern boundary of the site
is characterised by the Nene and the two different types of lock gate- a set of ‘pointing
door’ or mitre gates and a ‘guillotine’ type lock gate. Immediately to the west of the
pointing door lock is a temporary mooring (Fig 2). The strip of ground closest to the river
is significantly higher than the rest of the field, by almost a metre. A substantial drain,
aligned east to west across the site, is visible as a distinct raised earthwork (Fig 3). In
the northern part of the site was a shallow channel, although it was mostly dry (Fig 4).

The ‘pointing door’ lock and mooring beyond Fig 2
Further visits to the surrounding designated heritage assets identified within the wider
search area were undertaken on 28/10/13 in fine, but blustery, weather. There had been
a heavy storm the night before and the site had experienced significant surface flooding.
The open drain/channel in the northern part of the site was also completely full.
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The covered drain, looking west Fig 3

The channel, looking west Fig 4
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The covered drain, looking west Fig 3

The channel, looking west Fig 4
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1.4

Sources consulted
The Northamptonshire Historic Environment Record (HER) was consulted for
documented sites and monuments within the proposed development area. A search
area of 1km radius surrounding the site was applied for Historic Environment Record
data and Grade II listed buildings and a 4km search area for other designated heritage
assets (Listed Buildings Grade I and II*, Conservation Areas, Scheduled Monuments,
Registered Parks and Battlefields). A visit to the Northamptonshire Record Office was
undertaken in order to check historic maps of the area, as well as any other pertinent
documents and local history books.
Online sources and books held within Northamptonshire Archaeology’s library were also
consulted in order to check for further information.
Regional guidance consulted for the report included:


2

Knight, D, et al, 2012 East Midlands Heritage: An Updated Research Agenda and
Strategy for the Historic Environment of the East Midlands, University of Nottingham
and York Archaeological Trust

HERITAGE ASSET ASSESSMENT
No designated heritage assets fall within the application area. There are two designated
heritage assets within the 1km search area. The closest designated asset is Castle
Ashby, a Grade I Registered Park, situated c 840m to the south. At the northern tip of
the park is Station Lodge which is grade II listed. It is a baronial-style stone building of
1869 by E W Godwin with turret and archway beneath and is one of three lodges
standing at the end of drives across the park.
In the wider search area there are five Scheduled Monuments: Place House moat and
fishponds (1.7km; Ref: 13656), Earls Barton motte castle (1.8km; Ref: 13660), a Roman
villa 200m west of Doddington Mill (2.10km; Ref; 163); a bowl barrow (1.7km; Ref:
17135) and a medieval cross at Grendon (2.6km; Ref: 29714).
There are six Grade I listed buildings: Church of St Mary the Virgin, Whiston (1.5km);
Church of All Saints, Earls Barton (1.6km); Church of St Mary Magdalene, Castle Ashby
(2.9km) and Castle Ashby itself (2.7km); The Old Vicarage, Great Doddington (3.6km)
and Church of St Mary Magdalene, Ecton (3km). There are nine Grade II* listed
buildings: Grendon Hall (2.6km); Church of St Mary, Grendon (2.7km); Church of St
Peter, Cogenhoe (2.7km); The Menagerie, part of the Castle Ashby Estate (2.9km);
Terrace Gardens (part of Castle Ashby Estate (2.7km); Ecton House (3.0km); The Manor
House, Ecton (3.0km); Ecton Hall (3.0km) and the Church of St Nicholas, Great
Doddington (3.6km).
There are six Conservation Areas within the search area; these are associated with
Grendon, Castle Ashby, Cogenhoe, Earls Barton, Great Doddington and Ecton villages.
No undesignated heritage assets recorded on the Historic Environment Record
database lie within or adjacent to the site.

2.1

Previous archaeological investigation
Much of the previous archaeological investigation in the area had been undertaken prior
to gravel extraction, primarily in the 1970s and 1980s. The extensive site at Clay Lane,
750m to the west, was excavated in response to the construction of the A45 and
subsequent borrow pits either side of the road corridor (Windell 1982). Extensive
geophysical survey and fieldwalking was undertaken in the fields surrounding the Clay
Lane site in 2003 (Masters and Fisher 2003), followed by trial trench excavation (Walsh
2003).
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Further afield, significant areas of archaeology were excavated at Grendon Quarry
before mineral extraction (Gibson and McCormick 1985 and Jackson 1995), as well as
barrow to the east of the site, also ahead of quarrying (Jackson 1984). A watching brief
was maintained at Earls Barton Quarry Southern extension just over 1km south-east of
the site (Jones and Chapman 2005).
2.2

Summary and significance of heritage assets
Prehistoric
Northamptonshire lies outside the core zone of counties rich in Lower and Middle
Palaeolithic finds. The majority of finds that have been made, however, have been found
during gravel quarrying along the Nene Valley. Palaeolthic waste flakes, a flake tool and
an early Acheulean handaxe were found in a small gravel pit somewhere in the parish in
the early 20th century (HER 3564/0/0). Although the findspot is marked 500m to the
north of the site, it is noted on the HER that this should be treated with caution. Another
flake tool was found 350m to the south-east of the site (HER 3554/0/0). Palaeolithic
artefacts have been recovered from three of the terrace deposits of the Middle Nene
Valley (Woodstone, Grendon and Ecton members), although these deposits are
relatively late and the artefacts derived (Brown and Allen 2009).
It has been noted that there is potential for low energy environments to be preserved
within alluvial deposits of the Nene valley, as demonstrated by the discovery of a preIpswichian waterhole and animal pathway beneath river gravels at Little Houghton
(Phillips and Kidd 2004).
Extensive activity has been recorded on the light, free-draining soils of the Nene Valley
and significant areas have been excavated in advance of quarrying. The Neolithic and
Bronze Age funerary complex at Grendon was discovered by aerial photography in the
1960s. Archaeological excavation of parts of the complex prior to gravel extraction found
a number of Neolithic monuments including a mortuary enclosure and a possible long
enclosure. More recent work in 1998 and 2001 has added further Neolithic monuments
to the group, with the discovery of a double-ditched rectangular mortuary enclosure and
a further long enclosure (Last 2005) (Fig 5, Grendon Quarry). Twelve Bronze Age ring
ditches were also excavated during the larger excavations of the 1970s and 1980s, while
a further ring ditch was investigated during a later watching brief (Jones and Chapman
2005).
A number of other Bronze Age barrows have been identified on the valley floor, although
there are none known within the current search area. A bowl barrow 1.6km to the west
survives as a 0.5m high mound and is a Scheduled Monument (SM17135). On the
south side of the river a bowl barrow located on alluvium was excavated prior to
quarrying 1.4km to the north-east (Jackson 1984).
It is considered that there is a low/moderate potential for prehistoric remains within the
site, although any such remains are likely to be buried under alluvium. There is a low
potential for evidence of environmental remains dating to the Palaeolithic period which
could contain evidence of hominid activity.
Iron Age/Roman
Evidence of the continuing intensive utilisation of the Nene Valley landscape includes
extensive agricultural landscapes which were largely created during the middle Iron Age
and used into the Romano-British period. Large complexes have been recorded at
Sywell/Ecton on the northern side of the river and at Wollaston on the southern side.
At Clay Lane, 750m to the west of the site, part of an extensive area of Iron Age activity
was investigated (Windell 1982; HER 2148; Fig 5). Perhaps the earliest elements of the
landscape were two pit alignments, one aligned approximately north-east to south-west
and the other north to south. Pit alignments usually date to the late Bronze Age/early
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Iron Age and are thought to be territorial boundaries and can extend over some
kilometres. A possible droveway as well as other large enclosures were also considered
to be pre-Belgic in date. Further division of land, in the form of ditched boundaries also
seemed to pre-date establishment of the main enclosure. When constructed, the main
enclosure appeared to ’respect’ these earlier boundaries. Within the enclosure were two
roundhouses, sub-enclosure and a further structure.
Evidence of Roman activity lay c 160m to the south of the Iron Age occupation and
appeared to comprise a single focus of buildings with evidence of a surrounding field
system (HER 2058; Fig 5). During the earliest phase, mid to late 1st century AD, timber
buildings were replaced by stone buildings, including a two-room building which later had
a third room and stone verandah added and a circular stone building. This phase dated
to the late1st/early 2nd centuries AD until the late 2nd/early 3rd centuries AD.
Extensive areas of cropmarks, probably Iron Age or Roman in date, are visible on aerial
photographs across the surrounding landscape. Cropmarks immediately north of the
site, and part of a larger cropmark complex located to the north of the A45, included
enclosures and pits have now been largely destroyed by modern development (HER
3563).
Geophysical survey of 80ha of land close to the Clay Lane site confirmed the presence
of Iron Age/Roman enclosures and associated field systems, particularly to the west of
the earlier Clay Lane site. These were later subject to trial trench excavation which found
that the most extensive activity dated to the middle Iron Age and covered most of the
First River Terrace. In the eastern part of the survey area, close to the site, there were
no clear archaeological features.
Aerial photographs show the remains of a rectangular stone building containing five
rooms as well as three circular buildings and a walled yard, situated 2.10km to the northeast. A significant quantity of building debris and 4th-century pottery has also been found
in the area. The villa is a Scheduled Monument (Ref: 163).
There is extensive evidence for the later prehistoric and Roman utilisation of the
landscape in the surrounding area, although much of the activity is located on the First
Terrace River gravels above the valley bottom. The area close to the river was likely to
have been marginal land and therefore any remains from this period are likely to
comprise ditches for stock management/drainage rather than settlement activity. It is
considered that there is a low/moderate potential for remains of this date, which are
likely to be low/local significance.
Anglo-Saxon/medieval
Earls Barton church has a late 10th-century tower of four stages with long and short
work at each corner (Grade I listed). The church also has elements from the 12th, 13th,
14th and 19th centuries.
A mound and ditch immediately north of Earls Barton church is known as Berry Mount
(SM 13660). Given the 10th century date of the adjacent church tower, the mound has
been interpreted as a possible Saxon thegn’s dwelling, Norman motte or even an Iron
Age fort (RCHME 1970, 42). The Scheduled Monument description suggests that the
ditch provided a defence around a Saxon manor house with the existing earthwork being
re-used as the motte. The south of the motte lies within the closed churchyard of All
Saints Church and the north side of the mound is bounded by a flat-bottomed ditch.
At Domesday Earls Barton was held by Countess Judith a niece of William the
Conqueror.
The Countess holds four hides herself in (Earls) Barton. Land for eight ploughs. In
lordship two; three slaves. Eight villagers, six smallholders and eleven freemen have six
ploughs. Three mills at 28s8d; meadow 34 acres. The value is and was £4. Bondi held it,
with full jurisdiction.
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The deserted hamlet of Thorpe, 2.5km to the north-east of the site is thought to have
been known as Widetorp at Domesday and the three virgates of land were held by
Robert from the Countess Judith (VCH 1937).
At the beginning of the 14th century there were three manors in Earls Barton including
Barnard’s Manor and Holdenby’s Manor. Delapre Abbey also held a manor or estate
known as Delaprey Manor, with land being granted to the abbey on several different
occasions in the 14th century. Records of Thorp manor have been traced up to the 16th
century, but nothing further is mentioned after 1580. Of the three mills mentioned in the
Domesday Survey for Earls Barton, two may have belonged to the manor of Thorp since
in 1580 two were recorded in that hamlet. By 1772 the site was completely deserted
apart from the mill (RCHME 1979, 42).
White Mills, south of the site, may be the location of the third watermill mentioned by the
Domesday Book.
There is a low potential for any features dating to the medieval period within the site
other than field boundaries.
Post-medieval/modern
The mill to the south of the site is rarely mentioned in documentary sources. In 1597,
there are references to Hullock fulling mill, where a boy jumped into the river and was
carried under the waterwheel. In 1712, it was marked on John Morton’s map as Hullock
Mill, but by 1760 was known as White Mills and it was named as White Mills in the 1772
Inclosure Award. The last reference to the mill appears to have been in 1883, when a
miller of all work was advertised, although the mill was still marked on the 2nd Edition
Ordnance Survey map (Fig 11) and shown on a postcard dated 1906 (Fig 7) .
The open fields of the parish were enclosed by an Act of Parliament of 1771. Ridge and
furrow, the remains of the medieval and post-medieval open field system, were found
across the area of the geophysical survey (Masters and Fisher 2003; HER 9407/0/6 and
9407/0/8), although only a single field in the search area has upstanding earthwork
remains (HER 9407/0/4). It is likely, given the proximity of the site to the river, that it was
marginal land or meadow and was never cultivated.
The River Nene was made navigable following an Act of Parliament in 1756. Work
progressed upstream and the river eventually became navigable from the east coast to
Northampton in 1761. For the most part, the site lies on the man-made navigation
channel rather than the natural course of the river. The former towing path runs
alongside the river channel at the south of the site and is now used as a footpath.
The Northampton and Peterborough Railway was opened in 1845, running from
Peterborough to a junction with the London and Birmingham Railway at Blisworth. In
1846, it became part of the London and North Western Railway (LNWR). The former
station was known as Castle Ashby and Earls Barton Station and was located 500m
from the site on the southern bank of the Nene. It closed in 1966. A brick-built goods
shed still survives (HER 6294/1/2). The straight, causewayed road immediately south of
the station was built in 1863-4 and raised in 1873 to link the Castle Ashby with the
station.
The topography of much of this stretch of the Nene valley has been altered greatly
during the last century by gravel workings; those to the east at Grendon Quarry being
particularly significant. The closest gravel workings were on the eastern side of Station
Road adjacent to the site. These were in use in the middle of the 20th century. The site
is currently partly wooded.
There is a moderate/high potential for post-medieval/modern features, particularly those
associated with the construction of the Navigation in the 18th century and water
management features as shown in the early 19th-century map. These are considered to
have low/local significance.
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White Mills, taken from the current site by Valentines, 1906
2.2

Fig 7

Cartographic evidence
Undated sketch plan of land to the north of the Nene (Courtesy of Northamptonshire
Record Office, Ref: Th3016; Fig 8)
Although undated, Mr Lovell is named as owner of the site on this sketch. The 1838 map
shows Lovell as a former owner, indicating these sketch pre-dates 1838 but presumably
post-dates enclosure in 1771-2. The field boundaries are the same as at present,
indicating that the current boundaries have not been altered since enclosure. The lock is
marked.
A number of water management schemes are marked. The route of an old channel is
shown, and the proposed route of a new channel through the site. This matches with the
alignment of the small watercourse currently within the site. A further possible channel is
also marked issuing from the same culvert as the proposed new channel. Within the site
a culvert is also marked. Three arches and a new culvert are marked passing under
Station Road.
There are a number of letters on the plan which presumably refer to an accompanying
key, which has since been lost or separated.
Earls Barton Inclosure map, 1838 (Courtesy of Northamptonshire Record Office, Ref:
2886; Fig 9)
The Inclosure map dates to 1838, although the Act of Parliament was in 1771 and the
award is dated 1772. The map names the site as merely Meadow. The original owner is
named as A Lovells Trustees and occupier as John Sykes, although these have been
crossed out and replaced by Edward Roberts and occupier Chas *Illegible*.
To the south are the buildings of White Mills although they are relatively indistinct.
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First Edition Ordnance Survey map, 1886 (Fig 10)
There is little change in the First Edition Ordnance Survey map. The course of the
proposed channel of the early 19th-century sketch is marked, as is the culvert through
which it passes in the centre of the site. At this date White Mills is shown as a corn mill
and a number of associated buildings are depicted.
Second Edition Ordnance Survey map, 1900 (Fig 11)
There is little change by the turn of the century.
Ordnance Survey map, 1966-70 (Fig 12)
By the mid-20th century White Mills has been demolished and the station is marked as
disused, but other development has occurred. A greyhound racing stadium has been
built to the east of the site, with a scrap yard and other buildings adjacent. To the northeast is a precast concrete works, to the north-west a corn store and to the south-east a
coal yard. The area to the south of the greyhound stadium has already been worked for
gravel at this date and is marked as water.
Ordnance Survey map, 1993 (Fig 13)
There is little change by this date, although the channel feature is marked as a drain.
The greyhound stadium has been replaced by a sports ground and tennis court and the
precast concrete works has disappeared. To the north of the site is a nursery.
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2.4

Aerial photographic evidence

Aerial photograph of the site, 2009

Fig 14

(Copyright Northamptonshire County Council)
Aerial photographs provide little further information about the site, although the covered
drain, aligned approximately east to west, and the early 19th-century channel are visible.
The drain is present on 1947 aerial photographs.
2.5

Historic landscape characterisation
There are no designated historic landscapes or National Trust Inalienable Land within
the proposed development. Northamptonshire County Council has undertaken historic
landscape characterisation (rnrpenvironmentalcharacter.org.uk/). The site lies within
HLC type 5 19th century Parliamentary Enclosure, Area Nene Valley: Ecton to Great
Doddington.
Area 5k: Nene Valley: Ecton to Great Doddington
Located upon the north side of the River Nene, the area incorporates both the Whitby
Mudstone Formation (Upper Lias) clays and terrace gravels of the valley side as well as
the alluvial deposits along the valley floor. Plateaux of Boulder Clay sit upon the high
ground at Great Doddington and Wilby and these are divided by the east-west running
stream valley of the Wilby Brook.
Earls Barton, Mears Ashby and Great Doddington were all enclosed under Parliamentary
Act in the 18th century and parcels of land which preserve this original layout still survive
especially around the west side of Ecton and at the east of Earls Barton. These areas
display a regular pattern of straight hedgerows with intervening enclosure roads. Against
this backdrop of early Parliamentary enclosure are also fields where 19th-century
changes have seen the addition of more field boundaries and conversely where 20thcentury agriculture has removed hedgerows in order to create larger fields. The parish of
Wilby, enclosed in 1801, has been especially subject to this process.
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Of all the settlements in the area only Ecton has remained the same size as in the 19th
century. It includes the mid 18th-century Ecton Hall that Pevsner has described as the
foremost example of Early Gothic Revival in the County. The Hall is set in contemporary
landscaped parkland which includes ornamental ponds. Ribbon development has seen
Wilby and Great Doddington expand out from their centres whilst Earls Barton has grown
most with the establishment of major housing estates around its historic core. Despite
this growth, settlement remains exist at Great Doddington and Wilby and earthworks
associated with the deserted medieval hamlet of Thorpe survive in Earls Barton parish.
More dramatic is the large earthwork mound and ditch (the Berry Mount) within Earls
Barton itself. Several alternative dates and function have been assigned to this feature
but it may be associated in at least one of its phases with the nearby church of All
Saints. The church is celebrated for its decorated 11th-century Saxon tower.
The site boundaries were created as a result of enclosure in the late 18th century,
although only the eastern boundary has a surviving hedge, which may be of a similar
date.
3

IMPACT ASSESSMENT

3.1

The proposed development
The proposed development will comprise initial excavation and mineral extraction. After
mineral extraction has taken place the new marina basin and perimeter edges will be
formed using material from the site. The footprint of the marina will cover an area of
1.55ha. A facilities building, to include offices, shop and toilets, and associated facilities,
such as fuel tanks, coal and gas area and fuel, water and foul pump out area, will also
be constructed. The marina will have permanent berthing for 141 narrow boats with
floating jetties and walkways. There will be an access off Station Road into the northeastern part of the site.
The entrance to the marina will be to the west of the locks; these will not be altered
during the development.

3.2

Potential impacts on the cultural heritage resource
There are no designated heritage assets within the study area. There will be no direct
impacts on any designated heritage assets during mineral extraction. The site lies within
an area of the Nene Valley that has already been significantly transformed, principally
through gravel extraction. Most gravel extraction has now finished and many of the
former gravel pits have been left as lakes and used for a variety of recreational purposes
as well as turned into nature reserves. Close to the site are a number of light industrial
areas, including a recycling centre and depot to the north, a sewage farm to the west
and an electricity sub-station to the south.
Designated heritage assets
There are a number of designated heritage assets in the vicinity of the study area. Within
the 1km search area is part of the Grade I Registered Park of Castle Ashby with the
associated grade II listed Station Lodge. Within the 4km search area are a number of
Scheduled Monuments, Grade I and II* listed buildings, Conservation Areas and much of
the rest of Castle Ashby Park. In assessing the impact of the development a number of
key attributes have been taken into account. The site is situated on the valley floor and is
therefore not in a prominent position; there will be no change to any skylines. The scale
of the site is small, especially when the distance from the designated heritage assets is
taken into account, and the nature of both phases of development will not introduce
prominent elements into the existing landscape. Many of the views of the valley are
extensive and not focussed; therefore the development would be a minor element. The
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marina phase of the development would create a new focus of public activity and would
add amenity value to the historic context of the Nene Valley.
Most of the designated heritage assets associated with Castle Ashby, apart from the
very northern tip of the registered park and the grade II listed Station Lodge, lie outside
the ZTV and therefore there will be no visual impact on their setting. A significant
increase in traffic is not anticipated and the distance from the proposed development
means that it is considered that there will be no other impact on the setting of these
assets.
The northern tip of the grade I registered park lies inside the ZTV. This area of the park
was added in 1874 and now returned to arable cultivation. However, existing tree cover
to the south of the site in former White Mills site would screen much of the development.
In Ecton much of the Conservation Area is focussed on the narrow High Street with few
views across the wider countryside. No views that included the proposed development
were observed from ground level. Although Ecton Hall was not accessible, it is
surrounded by significant areas of landscaped garden which will limit longer views of the
valley. It is considered that there would be no impact to the significance of the setting of
any of the designated heritage assets in Ecton.
In Great Doddington, the listed buildings (The Old Vicarage and the Church of St
Nicholas) are set back from the main road through the village, with none of the longer
views out to the valley. The Church has a squat tower which doesn’t form a significant
landmark in views into the village. There are significant views of the valley from parts of
the Conservation Area, but at 3.5km distant the development would be, if visible at all, a
very minor element of the wider landscape. It is considered that there would be no
impact to the significance of the setting of any of the designated heritage assets in Great
Doddington.
In Earls Barton, the Church of All Saints and the motte are situated on a prominent knoll
above the village. However, there are no views to the south from this part of the village.
The significance of the motte’s setting mainly lies with its close association with the
church. Although there are extensive views from certain parts of the village across the
valley, there are few within the Conservation Area itself. It is considered that there would
be no impact to the significance of the setting of any of the designated heritage assets in
Earls Barton.
Grendon church lies on the upper slopes of the valley sides in a prominent situation
within the village. There are some views from the church, but there are wider views from
the valley towards the church, particularly from roads entering the village. However, it is
considered that the development would not impede or dominate any views. Views
towards the development from the Conservation Area would be very limited by tree
cover on the river. Grendon Hall and the nearby medieval cross lie further down the
valley sides with no views towards or from the proposed development. There would be
no impact to the significance of the setting of any of the designated heritage assets in
Grendon.
The Church of St Mary the Virgin, Whiston is situated on a prominent knoll and has long
views across the valley within which the development would be visible as a minor
element of the wider landscpe. There also extensive views of the church, particularly
from the opposite side of the valley. However, the location of the development on the
valley floor means that intervisibility between the church and other monuments and from
key viewpoints would not be affected. It is considered that at most there will be a minor
impact to the setting of the church during the mineral extraction phase of the
development. This would become negligible during the later marina phase.
There would be no impact to the church at Cogenhoe or the Conservation Area.
The bowl barrow lies in the base of the Nene valley and, at 1.7km distant from the
proposed development, there are no views between it and the development nor would
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the development have any impact on intervisibility between it and other monuments.
There would be no impact on the setting of the site of the Roman villa, 2.2km from the
site. Place House moats lie within a narrow valley below Whiston village, the significance
of its setting very much associated with the village and topography which limits long
views. There would be no impact upon the setting by the development.
Archaeology
It is considered that there is a low/moderate potential for remains, primarily from the
prehistoric/Roman periods. There is a low potential for evidence of environmental
remains dating to the Palaeolithic period which could contain evidence of hominid
activity. However, such evidence is rare in this part of the country. Evidence of later
prehistoric activity may include further evidence of Neolithic and Bronze Age funerary
monuments, although most of the monuments to the east at Grendon were located on
river gravels.
Later prehistoric and Roman activity, if present, is likely to comprise features associated
with stock management/drainage and would be of low/local importance.
The impact on buried archaeological remains would be permanent and would arise
during the initial mineral extraction phase of the development. The precise level of
significance of any prehistoric or Roman remains cannot, at this stage, be fully
determined, but current evidence based on surrounding archaeological sites, would
suggest that they are not of national significance.
It is also possible that dateable palaeo-environmental remains may be present within any
waterlogged alluvial deposits on site. The site may also contain evidence of palaeochannels, representing former courses of the River Nene. Such channels may also
contain important palaeo-environmental information. Impacts upon any such remains will
arise from earthmoving operations during mineral extraction and will be permanent. The
impact upon these remains cannot be currently assessed since their significance is
unknown. Specialist evaluation of the palaeo-environmental potential of the site may be
required prior to mineral extraction, in order that, if necessary, a suitable mitigation
strategy can be formulated.
The development scheme will involve deep excavations which will entirely remove any
below-ground heritage assets within the site. The construction of the large drain, aligned
east to west across the site, may have damaged or destroyed below-ground
archaeological remains along its course. The construction of the navigation channel in
the 18th century may also have caused significant damage to archaeological deposits in
the southern part of the site.
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Table 1: Criteria for assessing the relative importance of cultural heritage sites
Level of sensitivity

Definition

Very high - high

Sites of international importance: World Heritage Sites
Sites of national importance include those that are designated as
Scheduled Ancient Monuments or those that are considered to
be suitable for scheduling, Grade I and Grade II* Listed
Buildings, Registered Battlefields, Grade I and II* Registered
Historic Gardens

3

Medium

Sites of regional importance include Grade II Listed Buildings,
Grade II Registered Historic Gardens, Conservation Areas and
those sites which are considered to be significant regional
examples with well-preserved evidence of occupation, industry
etc

Low

Sites which are of less-defined extent, nature and date or which
are in a poor or fragmentary state, but which are considered to
be significant examples in a local context

Negligible

Areas in which investigative techniques have produced negative
or minimal evidence of antiquity, or where large-scale
destruction of the archaeological resource has taken place (eg
by mineral extraction)

CONCLUSIONS
The current assessment has collated readily available information from a number of
sources including Northamptonshire Historic Environment Record, Northamptonshire
Record Office and relevant topographical and historical land-use information in order to
assess the likely archaeological potential and heritage significance of the study area at
the proposed White Mills Marina, Earls Barton, Northamptonshire.
There are no designated heritage assets within the study area. There will be no direct
impact on any designated heritage assets in the search area. There will be at most a
very minor impact upon the setting of parts of the Grade I Registered Park of Castle
Ashby and the Grade I listed church at Whiston during the mineral extraction phase of
the development, although screening provided by existing tree cover to the south of the
site will mean only glimpsed views are seen. This will become negligible during the
marina phase. There will be no impact to any other designated heritage assets identified
during this assessment.
The site lies within an extensive landscape of prehistoric and Roman activity, although
many of the known archaeological find spots and sites lie on the first terrace gravels
overlooking the River Nene. This part of the Nene valley was subject to seasonal
flooding and the natural gravel lies under a considerable accumulation of alluvial clay.
The area is likely to have been marginal land, which has been shown in the past to have
limited potential for the survival of major monuments (Chapman 2004). It is considered
that there is a low/moderate potential for prehistoric or Roman remains of low/local
significance to be present, although these are likely to be buried beneath alluvial
deposits. It is also possible that dateable palaeo-environmental remains may be present
within any waterlogged alluvial deposits on site. The significance of any surviving
palaeo-environmental evidence is currently unknown, but may be of regional
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significance, especially if any sequences could be related to the development of the
funerary complex at Grendon.
Geophysical survey of the site would probably not be ideal, since the response on
alluvial deposits can be very variable depending on their depth, masking archaeological
features. Recent geotechnical survey suggests that alluvial deposits on site range from
0.80m to 2.00m thick. The excavation of a small number of evaluation trenches set at
90° to the river prior to the commencement of groundworks would enable the deposit
sequence to be calculated and a robust deposit model to be formulated. It would also
identify potential palaeochannel locations and, possibly, surviving archaeological
features.
A more detailed archaeological strategy could then be devised. It will likely involve
archaeological strip, map and sample, undertaken during the excavation of the marina
basin. This would involve controlled stripping of the overlying alluvial deposits and
subsequent specialist identification of palaeochannels, which should be specifically
targeted based on potential significance of retrievable environmental data. A range of
analytical methods should be considered for the assessment of any suitable
palaeochannels, including pollen analysis and radiocarbon dating, analysis of plant
macros, ostracods and diatoms.
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APPENDICES
Appendix 1: HER data
HER No
6294/1/2
3554
3562
3568/1
3563/0/0
2058/0/1
2148/0/3
2148/0/0
3552/0/0
3562/0/2
3563/0/0
3564/0/0
3567/0/0
3568/1/1
3323/0/5
3570/0/0
6548
6549
6550
6551
6552
3562/0/1
3563/0/25
3554/0/0
6519/0/1
6520/0/1
6521/0/1
6548/0/0
6549/0/1
6550/0/0
6552/0/1
6551/0/1
2058/1/7
2058/1/5
2058/1/8
2058/0/5
3563
3564
3567
3568
3569
3570
6519

NGR: SP
8596 6177
8600 6200
8580 6290
8590 6140
8500 6270
84614 62350
847 625
84650 62520
8620 6290
8580 6290
8510 6270
8545 6255
8510 6240
8590 6140
85666 62101
85830 61082
8510 6270
8475 6193
8510 6233
8510 6207
8500 6200
8580 6290
8500 6280
8600 6200
8595 6145
8607 6154
862 615
8510 6270
8475 6193
8510 6233
8500 6200
8510 6207
84610 62330
84620 62360
8470 6230
8468 6241
8520 6260
8545 6255
8510 6240
8590 6140
85666 62101
85830 61082
8595 6145

3563/0/22

8494 6262

3563/0/23
3563/0/21

8495 6270

Details of results
Former goods shed
Possible site of prehistoric activity
Prehistoric / Roman Activity
Possible prehistoric barrow cemetery
Unstratified Roman Finds
Possible Romano-British Building
Iron Age & Romano-British Ditches & Pits
Iron Age finds
Possible Hollow Way
Unstratified Prehistoric and Roman Finds
Unstratified Roman Finds
Unstratified Palaeolithic Finds
Possible Roman Building
Possible prehistoric round barrow
Double Plough Headland
Unstratified Prehistoric Flint
Possible site of post medieval/ modern activity
Site of undated activity
Possible site of post medieval/ modern activity
Possible site of undated activity
Possible site of former water course
Cropmarks
Possible Pit Alignment
Unstratified Palaeolithic Find
Possible former river channel
Possible remains of modern building
Medieval Ridge & Furrow
Unstratified Post Medieval/Modern Finds
Undated earthworks
Unstratified Post Medieval and Modern Finds
Possible palaeochannel
Uncertain earthworks
Early Romano-British Building
Early Romano-British Circular Structure
Field Boundaries or Drainage Systems
3rd/4th century AD Wall & Gullies
Roman Settlement
Possible site of prehistoric activity
Possible site of Roman activity
Possible prehistoric funerary site
Possible Prehistoric Trackways
NN5439
Natural features
Possible undated drain (Morphed Aerial
Archaeology Interpretation) checked
Possible undated ditch (Morphed Aerial
Archaeology Interpretation) checked
Possible undated ditch (Morphed Aerial
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8494 6272
3563/0/24
2058/0/3

8496 6274
8468 6231
8468 6231

2058/0/2

8466 6231

2058/0/6

8464 6246

2148/0/14

8467 6253

2148/0/5

8476 6267

9019/1/1

8464 6252

2682/0/5

8638 6281

2682/0/8

8637 6286

2682/0/7

8640 6287

2682/0/11

8638 6290

2682/0/14

8640 6282

2682/0/9

8627 6289

2682/0/10

8627 6299

2682/0/12

8627 6296

7462/0/1

8640 6269

3563/0/13

8544 6250

3563/0/12

8546 6247

3563/0/11

8543 6258

3563/0/9

8532 6247

3563/0/14

8533 6247

3563/0/7

8532 6250

3563/0/6

8539 6242

3563/0/5

8540 6243

3563/0/4

8539 6241

3563/0/3

8528 6260

3563/0/2

8507 6260

3563/0/1

8514 6273

Archaeology Interpretation) checked
Possible undated ditch (Morphed Aerial
Archaeology Interpretation) checked
Possible Prehistoric Settlement Features
(Morphed Aerial Archaeology Interpretation)
Undated Linear Settlement Features (Morphed
Aerial Archaeology Interpretation)
Romano-British Northern Boundary Ditches
(Morphed Aerial Archaeology Interpretation)
checked
Possible Romano-British ditch (Morphed Aerial
Archaeology Interpretation) checked
Possible Prehistoric Linear Features (Morphed
Aerial Archaeology Interpretation)
Possible Medieval/Post Medieval Quarry Pit
(Morphed Aerial Archaeology Interpretation)
Large Rectangular Enclosure (Morphed Aerial
Archaeology Interpretation)
Subrectangular Enclosure (Morphed Aerial
Archaeology Interpretation)
Small Square Enclosure (Morphed Aerial
Archaeology Interpretation)
Small Sub-Circular Enclosure (Morphed Aerial
Archaeology Interpretation)
L-Shaped Ditch of Possible Enclosure
(Morphed Aerial Archaeology Interpretation)
Enclosure (Morphed Aerial Archaeology
Interpretation)
Part of Possible Enclosure (Morphed Aerial
Archaeology Interpretation)
Three Parallel Ditches (Morphed Aerial
Archaeology Interpretation)
Modern Field Boundary (Morphed Aerial
Archaeology Interpretation)
Undated enclosure (Morphed Aerial
Archaeology Interpretation) checked
Possible undated ditch (Morphed Aerial
Archaeology Interpretation) checked
Possible undated pit (Morphed Aerial
Archaeology Interpretation) checked
Undated enclosure (Morphed Aerial
Archaeology Interpretation) checked
Possible undated ditch (Morphed Aerial
Archaeology Interpretation) checked
Possible undated ditch (Morphed Aerial
Archaeology Interpretation) checked
Undated enclosure (Morphed Aerial
Archaeology Interpretation) checked
Undated enclosure (Morphed Aerial
Archaeology Interpretation) checked
Undated enclosure (Morphed Aerial
Archaeology Interpretation) checked
Undated ditch (Morphed Aerial Archaeology
Interpretation) checked
Undated ditch (Morphed Aerial Archaeology
Interpretation) checked
Undated enclosure (Morphed Aerial
Archaeology Interpretation) checked
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3563/0/8

8518 6265
8515 6262

3563/0/20
3563/0/16

8502 6270

3563/0/17

8499 6279

3563/0/18

8500 6275

3569/0/2
3321/0/19

8596 6117
86208 61302

9407/0/4
3569/0/1
6520
9407/0/6
2058/0/4
2148/0/45
9407/0/7
9407/0/8
3567/0/2

86210 62622
8572 6106
8607 6154
8490 6210
8468 6210
8479 6245
8480 6246
8517 6225
8506 6233
8485 6210

2058/0/0
9407/0/0
2058/1/3
2058/1/2
2058/1/4
2058/1/1
2058/1/6

8485 6210
84620 62360
84617 62361
84608 62351
84609 62339
84615 62350

2058
2058/1

84689 62305
8461 6235

Undated enclosure (Morphed Aerial
Archaeology Interpretation) checked
Undated enclosure (Morphed Aerial
Archaeology Interpretation) checked
Undated ditch (Morphed Aerial Archaeology
Interpretation) checked
Possible undated ditch (Morphed Aerial
Archaeology Interpretation) checked
Possible undated ditch (Morphed Aerial
Archaeology Interpretation) checked
Possible Trackway, Undated (Morphed Aerial
Archaeology Interpretation)
Station Lodge
Open Fields Project: Areas of Survival of
Ridge & Furrow
Possible Prehistoric Ditched Trackway
Possible site of modern activity
Possible ridge and furrow remains
Possible undated ditch
Possible undated ditch
Possible ridge and furrow remains
Possible ridge and furrow remains
Undated ditch
Unstratified prehistoric flint and RomanoBritish pottery
Unstratified medieval and post medieval finds
Romano-British Boundary Wall
Circular Stone Building
Large Pit, Uncertain Function
Possible Romano-British Farmhouse
Possible early Roman inhumation
Possible Prehistoric/Romano-British
Settlement
Romano-British farmstead
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Appendix 2: Scheduled monuments
ID No
13656
13660
163
17135
29714

NGR: SP
84780 60611
85163 63842
87288 63574
84029 61358
8500 6270

Details of results
Place House moat and fishpond, Whiston
Earls Barton motte castle
Roman villa 200m west of Doddington Mill
Bowl barrow 530m north-east of Rose Farm
Medieval cross 170m south-west of Hall Farm

Appendix 3: Listed buildings
ID No
23/170
23/153

NGR: SP
87993 60830
87886 60446
85192 60520

3/72
2/60

83023 61044

13/41

86828 59380

13/25
13/16

86366 59135
86242 59235

13/17
18/73
18/79
18/92
18/66
20/30
17/110

86368 59246
82847 63612
82860 63546
82775 63401
82936 63604
85193 63810
88171 64827

17/111

88115 64837

Details of results
Grendon Hall (Grade II*)
Church of St Mary, Grendon (Grade II*)
Church of St Mary the Virgin, Whiston (Grade
I)
Church of St Peter, Cogenhoe (Grade II*)
The Menagerie (part of Castle Ashby Estate;
Grade II* listed)
Church of St Mary Magdalene, Castle Ashby
(Grade I)
Castle Ashby (Grade I)
Terrace Gardens (part of Castle Ashby Estate;
Grade II* listed)
Ecton House (Grade II*)
Church of St Mary Magdalene, Ecton (Grade I)
The Manor House, Ecton (Grade II*)
Ecton Hall (Grade II*)
Church of All Saints, Earls Barton (Grade I)
The Old Vicarage, Great Doddington
Church of St Nicholas, Great Doddington
(Grade I)
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Appendix 4: Castle Ashby list description
Historic development
In the early 14th century Ashby was owned by Walter de Langton, Bishop of
Coventry and Lichfield, who had licence to crenellate in 1306. In 1512 the manor of
Castle Ashby, together with the reversion of other estates including Yardley Hastings,
was bought by Sir William Compton of Compton Wynyates (Warws), a courtier and
soldier. In the following year Yardley Chase was purchased. The family did not
however reside here until 1574 when Sir William's grandson Henry, Baron Compton
(d 1589), began a major building campaign. His son William (d 1630), a prominent
statesman, was created Earl of Northampton in 1618. In 1584 he married Elizabeth
Spencer, who in 1610 inherited a vast fortune. This financed both further rebuilding
on a grand scale and extravagant entertainment, with the King visiting in 1605, 1610,
1612 and 1619. Their son Spencer Compton (d 1643) also spent and entertained on
a grand scale, and the King and Queen were at Castle Ashby in 1634. James, the
third Earl (d 1681), repaired the house after Civil War damage. The fourth Earl,
George (d 1727), entertained William III in 1695. Charles, the seventh Earl, was born
in Lisbon in 1737 where his father was Consul General. In 1757-8 he was on the
Grand Tour, meeting Robert Adam in Padua in 1757. After succeeding to the
earldom in 1758 both Adam and Lancelot Brown were invited to produce designs for
improving the park, on which work began to the latter's scheme in 1761. Both
Charles and his wife succumbed to consumption in 1763. Work continued under
Spencer, the eighth Earl (d 1796), but he spent so lavishly on house, park, and
politicking that he left for Switzerland in 1774 never to return. Thus when Charles,
ninth Earl (cr Marquess of Northampton 1812; d 1828), inherited Castle Ashby it was
in need of urgent repairs. The second Marquess and his wife spent long periods in
Italy until her death in 1830, involved in archaeological, literary, and scientific
interests. His son Charles, who inherited in 1851, also spent long periods in Italy, and
met Matthew Digby Wyatt there. The extensive formal gardens at Castle Ashby were
laid out in the years following 1862 and several of the structures were designed by
Wyatt. It remains in private hands in 1998.
Description
Location, area, boundaries, landform, setting
The estate village of Castle Ashby lies 10km east of Northampton, 2km north of the
A428 from the county town to Bedford. The Castle and its gardens stand in their own
grounds 300m to the south-east, embracing the parish church. Yardley Chase and
Chase Park begin 3km to the south, beyond the A428. The Castle and the Chase are
connected by the Grand Avenue south from the house. The area here registered is c
400ha.
Entrances and approaches
The service yard to the west of the house is approached from Castle Ashby village.
The formal approach is to the south forecourt, either via a short road from Castle
Ashby village or down the 2km long road made by the third Marquess in1863-5 down
the centre of the Grand Avenue. On the east side of the north end of the Avenue,
west of the kitchen garden, is South Lodge (listed grade II), a limestone ashlar
building of c 1800. At its end, where the Avenue meets the A428, are Avenue Lodges
(listed grade II), widely spaced two-storey lodges linked by a stone screen with
central arched gateway, all of 1868 and designed in French Renaissance style by E
W Godwin (d 1886). This entrance is all of horizontally banded ironstone and
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limestone, as is the screen with gates (listed grade II) on the opposite, south side of
the road, presumably also by Godwin, at the start of the continuation of the Grand
Avenue to Yardley Chase. The metalled road up the Avenue does not continue south
of the A428.
Three lodges stand at the end of drives across Castle Ashby park. On its south-east
boundary, above Park Pond, is Nevitt's Lodge (listed grade II), an early 19th century,
two-storey, gothick thatched cottage with a rustick-work porch at the gable end. This
adjoins a pair of tall, probably early 18th century, limestone gate piers (listed grade
II), which stand at the end of the trees which represent the broken line of the east
avenue. Some 400m north of the village, at the west end of The Basin, is Brickyard
Lodge (listed grade II), a limestone ashlar building of c 1800 in the Elizabethan style,
with a shallow, two-storey bay window facing the drive. Adjoining it is a limestone
ashlar bridge (listed grade II), also of c 1800. The Station Lodge (listed grade II), a
striking baronial-style stone building of 1869 by E W Godwin with turret and archway
beneath, stands on the northern edge of the park. Leading north, outside the
registered area, is the straight, causewayed road built in 1863-4 (and raised in 1873)
to link the Castle with the railway station (now (1998) gone) at its end.
Principal building
Castle Ashby (listed grade I) is a large courtyard house of the late 16th century and
17th century. It was begun in the 1570s, with three-storey corner pavilions linked by
two-storey ranges. This was remodelled in the late 16th century when the side
ranges were raised to three storeys, and again between 1624 and 1634 when the
east range was doubled in width and rearranged to create a new state apartment and
screen across the entrance front. The sophistication of the architecture suggests an
architect with Court connections, and an attribution to Inigo Jones (d 1652) was made
by Bridges as early as 1725. More recently some evidence has been found (CL
1986) to suggest the hand of Edward Carter (d 1663), a member of Jones' circle.
There was work on the north front in 1705-22, and in the 1770s the courtyard front of
the house was rebuilt in a neo-Jacobean style. Running around the parapet of the
house is a stone balustrade of 1624 incorporating openwork lettered extracts from
Psalm 127.
West of the house are 17th century and later service courts with stables (most listed
grade II). With the exception of Sir Matthew Digby Wyatt's water tower of 1865 (listed
grade II) these are well hidden from the house and gardens.
By contrast, the medieval church of St Mary Magdalen (listed grade I), 100m southeast of the house, is an important part of the overall architectural composition.
Gardens and pleasure grounds
South of the Castle is a forecourt, separated from the park and Grand Avenue by a
ha-ha and low wall, at either end of which are ornate Blashfield terracotta gate piers
of 1865 (listed grade II) designed by M D Wyatt, supporting older iron gates. Within
the turning circle is a sunken parterre or rose garden with internally projecting lobes
or bastions at each corner. Presumably this was created, like the rest of the present
garden scheme, in the 1860s.
The main gardens (elements listed grade II*), known collectively as The Terraces, lie
south and especially east of the Castle, below a broad terraced walk around the
building. Prodigious amounts of Blashfield's buff-coloured terracotta are employed, in
basins, gate piers, seats and especially balustrading. The balustrading around the
exterior of the garden incorporates lettered biblical inscriptions 0.75m tall, which echo

Northamptonshire Archaeology

Report 13/211

Page 31 of 35

WHITE MILLS MARINA, EARLS BARTON
those around the parapet of the house. One of them says 'The grass withereth and
the flowers fadeth but the word of God endureth for ever', the other 'Consider the
lilies of the field how they grow they toil not neither do they spin and yet I say unto
you that Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of them'. Bounding the
south side of the east garden is a terraced walk which runs c 100m east from the
north-east corner of the south forecourt, terminating in an apsidal bastion. From this
there are views back across the gardens to the house, and east, through a
framework of mature trees, across the park and Park Pond. Immediately south of the
bastion is the church of St Mary Magdalen, which is an important visual component of
the garden complex.
To the north of this terraced walk, east of the house, are two formal compartments
with parterre beds, the eastern terraced slightly below the western. The eastern
compartment has a central fountain basin and box-edged beds with lavender, and at
its north-east corner is a further apsidal bastion overlooking the park. The main
architectural elements of the western compartment are two fountains. A third
compartment lies north of the western one containing a gravel and grass parterre.
This third compartment lies at the east end of the north lawn, access to which is
gained from the terrace along the front of the house by splaying flights of steps. At
the west side of the lawn a tall beech hedge screens a broad path which leads, via
the tunnel arch beneath the water tower, from the service yard to the park.
Immediately west of the beech-hedged path is a hard tennis court. To its south-west
is the colonnaded front of the Dairy (listed grade II), a limestone ashlar pavilion-like
building of 1765-6 designed by Lancelot Brown as an addition to the home farm. In
the Brownian landscape there would have been a sight line between this and the
Temple.
A quite separate area of gardens lies out of sight of the house, south of the
churchyard. This was developed in the later 1860s in what was previously the kitchen
garden. The main entrance is under an archway at their north-west corner. From this
a path runs along the north side of the gardens, here bounded by a wall which
comprises a series of broad piers, part of the greenhouse of 1695 which previously
stood here. Towards the centre of this wall three bays of the greenhouse survive to
their full height, incorporated in a tall stone screen (whole structure listed grade II),
with, on the garden side, an Italian Renaissance-style wall fountain and towards the
church an aedicule framing a life-size angel commemorating the fourth Marchioness
(d 1877). To the east of this monument is a thirteen-bay, limestone ashlar Orangery
or Palm House (listed grade II) of 1871-2 by M D Wyatt, with terracotta relief
decoration by Blashfield and internal pool by William Burges. The doors in its raised
central section are at the north end of the axial path south through the Italian Garden.
Straddling the axial path, on the south side of a brick wall at the south end of the
main garden, are the 1868 Birmingham Houses (listed grade II), built by Clarke &
Hope; Archway House, designed by M D Wyatt and of nine, limestone ashlar bays
with a raised central arch, was added against the north side of the wall in 1875-6.
The path continues through the Birmingham Houses, past further yew-hedged
compartments including the Rose Garden, to the gateway into the kitchen garden.
About 50m west of the Archway House is the free-standing, early to mid C19
Camellia or Round House (listed grade II), which has an apsidal entrance end. To the
west of the Italian Garden is a lawn with trees edged with mid C18 railings with gate
(all listed grade II), while along its east side is a shrubbery with trees. In the centre of
the lawn is a Coade stone column sundial and four carved stone urns; C18 and
probably from the original parterre. A path runs along the east side of the shrubbery,
just inside the ha-ha, from which there are views east, across the park and Park
Pond. At the south-east corner of the shrubbery the path turns east, downhill, and
enters the Arboretum which runs down to the bridge at the south end of Park Pond.
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In the 17th century the gardens lay mainly east and north of the house, and when
John Evelyn visited in 1688 he was entertained under the open loggia overlooking
the east garden. He noted that the house's gardens were currently being enlarged,
and licence was obtained to take part of the churchyard into the garden. The iron
park gate, probably at the eastern extremity of the garden, was 'very good work,
wrought in flowers painted blue and gilded.' This was almost certainly by the
ironsmith Thomas Warren (d 1739) who is buried in the churchyard. Subsequently
the remains of almshouses were removed and in 1695 the greenhouse, possibly
designed by the quarrelsome William Talman (d 1719), was erected on the south
side of the churchyard. In his description of Castle Ashby published in 1712 Morton
noted that the gardens 'are now laid out according to the best modern manner now in
use, and well furnished with greens, flowers, etc'. Tillemans' drawing of 1719 shows
the main east parterre garden, with a central path, urns, and beds with conical and
lollipop trees to the north and south. The gardens' full extent is shown on a map of
1760, which shows how the house lay centrally against the west side of 200m square
gardens laid out, proportionally, in what was basically nine compartments arranged 3
x 3, with the church occupying the middle of the three southern compartments and
with a demi-lune projection in the centre of the east side.
Lancelot Brown (1716-83) is believed (Stroud 1975, 107-9) to have greatly simplified
the existing layout in the 1760s, flattening and grassing over the formal gardens. The
present gardens were developed from 1862 by the third Marquess, who engaged W
B Thomas (who later worked at Sandringham) to design the new terraces and walls.
The design of the flower work within the parterres was provided by Joseph Newton of
Oxford Terrace, who employed his new 'shading' principle. Many of the architectural
elements were designed by Sir Matthew Digby Wyatt (d 1877), the terracotta
employed therein being manufactured at John M Blashfield's works at Stamford
which began to supply the terracotta parapet in 1864. The overall design of the Italian
Garden was probably by the third Marquess, his ideas being drawn up by E W
Godwin.
Park
The Castle stands within, and overlooks, a landscape park, which c 1874 was almost
doubled in size when c 1000 acres (c 416ha) was imparked north of the Grendon to
Castle Ashby road. This later parkland has now returned to arable cultivation,
although it remains well studded with parkland trees. Crossing it, from a bridge at the
east end of Scotland Pond to Station Lodge on the north edge of the park, is a welldefined track laid in 1865.
The main landscape park, partly surrounded by a stone wall of the 1760s, lies north,
south and east of the Castle. Separated from the 19th century formal gardens, Italian
Garden, Arboretum and ornamental woodland east of Warren Ponds by a ha-ha, the
park is all permanent pasture with a high density of mature parkland trees.
Underlying the pasture are extensive areas of ridge and furrow, notably north of the
north terrace and along the ground rising east of Warren and Park ponds. The
principal scenic vistas from the garden are eastward, as the ground falls fairly gently
to a chain of ponds. At the south end of the chain are three small ponds, collectively
Warren Ponds. Between the first and second ponds is Bathstone Bridge (listed grade
II), a limestone ashlar, elliptical-arched structure probably of c 1765. Terracotta
Bridge (listed grade II), also of c 1765 but remodelled and refaced in pink terracotta c
1868, stands between the third pond and Park Pond. The 500m long, triangular Park
Pond is retained by a massive, 15m high earth dam at its north end (set in the east
end of which is an icehouse of 1761, listed grade II), beyond which is the irregularly
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shaped, 250m long Menagerie Pond. Some 150m north-west of the north end of
Menagerie Pond is the small Jew's Harp Pond.
The main walk from the Castle, between the Italian Garden and the kitchen garden
and via the Arboretum, crosses the Bathstone Bridge before running along the east
side of Warren Ponds, well planted with trees and shrubs. At the south end of Park
Pond the path turns east, running 200m uphill through the belt of ornamental
woodland which extends to the park boundary before turning north-east for a further
200m. At the north end of the woodland the ha-ha projects west, and set within this
bastion, against a backdrop of yew, box, and laurel, is the Knucklebone Arbour (listed
grade II), a conical rustick seat with a thatched roof and a patterned floor of pebbles
and sheep's knuckle bones. It was built in 1815 and was known at first as Margaret's
Bower. This is open to the front, and has a view west, across Park Pond, to the
Castle. Equally, it provides an eyecatcher from the Castle's gardens. From the
Arbour it is possible to walk along the east side of the park for a further 450m to
Temple Menagerie (listed grade II*). This, also intervisible from the Castle and its
gardens, is a single-storey, ashlar limestone building of c 1764 with a central five-bay
segmental portico on its west side. It was probably designed by Robert Adam.
Attached to its rear is a brick cottage added c 1840.
North of the Castle the ground falls away to a shallow east/west valley, along which
lie Grendon Quarter Pond and, to its west, Scotland Pond. These were created by
the damming of the Grendon Brook in 1818-22.
There was apparently a park of sorts at Castle Ashby as early as 1565, when a
survey noted a 14 acre (c 6ha) enclosure called Le Parke. The visit of William III in
1695 prompted the planting of four avenues radiating from the house to each point of
the compass, and planting and levelling in the park continued for some thirty years.
To the south, where scarping is especially visible, the Grand Avenue was laid out
5.5km long, with four rows of alternate elms and limes either side of a 100m wide
ride. The other three avenues were doubles, of limes and elms. These, and some
lesser and connecting avenues, are shown on a map of 1760, as is the chain of
formalised ponds soon to be made into Park and Menagerie ponds.
Alternative plans for improving the park were drawn up in 1760-1 by Lancelot Brown
and Robert Adam, with Brown's being chosen. Work began in 1761, but was
abandoned in 1774. The main works included, in addition to the grassing over of the
old formal gardens, the removal of houses on the east side of Castle Ashby village
and the felling of the north and west avenues and the breaking up of that to the east.
The ha-ha was constructed, as was the carriage drive and bridge (later remodelled
as Terracotta Bridge) between Park Pond and Warren Pond. The dam was raised
between Park and Menagerie ponds and plantations planted in a circle to the south,
east and north. A circuit walk with views was established, taking in, on the east,
Temple Menagerie, which screened a menagerie behind, and presumably
Knucklebone Arbour. The west half of the circuit approached the house up Dairy
Walk, at the end of which stood The Dairy. The costs of Brown's scheme, abandoned
before a great north lake was constructed, were met by a sale of lands and by
substantial sales of timber from the Chase. The deeds were endorsed, satirically, by
the owner: 'I take the manor of Fen Stanton to belong to Lawrence Brown Taste,
Esq., who gave Lord Northampton Taste in exchange for it' (VCH 1937, 232).
At the south end of the Grand Avenue which runs south from the Castle lies Chase
Park. In the C16 Yardley Deer Park was reckoned to comprise 300 acres (c 125ha),
while c 1686 Yardley Chase and Park were said to be '16 miles round ... consisting of
above 2000 acres of underwood besides the herbage'. When surveyed in 1760 the
Yardley Chase woodlands formed an almost continuous circle around the village of
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Yardley Hastings. Extensive woodlands (let in 1929 to the Forestry Commission on a
999-year lease) survive, cut through with interconnecting straight rides. These are
linked with Castle Ashby park by the Grand Avenue, which as the Long Riding
continues across Chase Park. That retained its deer herd in 1998, in a park which
included extensive open launds studded with fairly regularly spaced mature oaks.
The modern park was created in 1765.
Kitchen garden
The kitchen garden (walls etc listed grade II), c 150m square, lies at the south end of
the main, north/south axial path through the Italian Garden. The main garden
compartment is surrounded by a 3m tall, coursed limestone wall crested with
pantiles. The main entrance is in the centre of the north side, where a deep, apsidal,
bastion-like enclosure projects to meet the end of the axial path. The apsidal
enclosure contains two limestone ashlar bee shelters (listed grade II), one probably
18th century, the other c 1870. The interior of the main garden is rough grass. No
glass survives. There are secondary compartments to east and west of the lobby.
This garden was constructed c 1868 to a design by E W Godwin, characterised in the
Listing description as of the Italian medieval style, in what had earlier been the Upper
Warren. The garden replaced those immediately to the north which had been
converted to the Italian Garden. The earlier kitchen gardens are apparently shown on
the map of 1760, but were worked on in 1761-3 by Lancelot Brown. Extensive works
were undertaken therein, in what was called the Greenhouse Garden, after 1788.
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