Thorpeville left turn and existing A43
The bulk of consultation correspondence has focussed on concerns relating to predicted high
volumes of traffic using the proposed left out only junction from Thorpeville on to Talavera Way and
consequent ‘rat-running’ on the existing A43. Whilst the strategic traffic model on which the
transport assessment is based does not predict these impacts the concerns are recognised by the
applicant. The existing A43 is intended to become a public transport corridor, however these
proposals are dependent on the progression of the recently consented Overstone Leys
development. Consequently the timescale for design and implementation is not fixed.
To help alleviate these concerns prior to the implementation of the public transport corridor,
indicative traffic calming proposal for the existing A43 have been developed (as shown on the
attached plan 287512A-HHE-SK-092-B). The indicative traffic calming proposals have been
developed with the aim of changing the nature of the road and discouraging it’s use as a through
route. The attached plan includes the following, which are indicative of the types of measures that
would be implemented:




gateway features incorporating a reduction in speed limit to 30mph with village signing and
roundels at either end of the bypassed A43
4 number alternating priority/give way buildouts, with raised pedestrian crossings where
appropriate
A raised table at the junction of the existing A43, Ashley Lane and The Avenue

The gateways are intended to reinforce a change in speed limit from 40mph to 30mph and highlight
that it is an urban environment. The alternating priority/give way buildouts are proposed to disrupt
the flow of traffic in peak periods, reduce speeds and highlight the urban nature of the road. The
large raised table at the A43/Ashley Lane/The Avenue junction would highlight the presence of the
staggered junction, reduce speeds and again reinforce the urban context. It would be possible to
construct the buildouts from modular bolted/adhesive kerbing units to minimise resultant work
should they subsequently need to be removed when public transport corridor proposals are
developed.
It is considered a Grampian condition could be applied requiring traffic calming measures developed
on the principles of the indicative arrangement to be implemented. The timescale for
implementation would need to consider that the traffic calming measures could not be applied prior
to opening of the new A43, so a 3 month period for implementation post opening of the new A43 to
traffic would be suggested.
Sywell Road walls
Daventry District Council officers raised concerns regarding the impact on existing on the north and
south side of Sywell Road where the proposed new road joins. As previously advised in Tim Obee’s
email dated 29th May, there is no intention to undertake works which have an impact on the
boundary wall of Overstone Park on the southern boundary of Sywell Road. With regard to the
northern boundary wall which would be broken through to permit the new highway connection, we
have proposed (also in the email dated 29th May) that the minimum length of existing wall would be
affected with the wall materials reuse to re-construct the walls to the same overall length on the
new highway alignment.

Traffic, Noise and Air Quality
The transport assessment has been prepared on data from the Northampton Strategic Transport
Model, which has been produced by the Local Highway Authority to forecast future traffic volumes
and movements. The resulting traffic flows have been used to calculate the air quality and noise
impacts reported in the Environmental Statement. The air quality assessment predicts the generally
good air quality in the vicinity of the scheme will be maintained, whilst the noise assessment taking
into consideration the acoustic bunds proposed predicts a beneficial reduction in noise levels to
existing properties. The extent of the acoustic bunds have been determined from the computer
modelled assessment to mitigate detrimental noise increases and therefore requests to increase the
extents of the bund, which would also increase the visual impacts, and not accepted.
Construction Phasing
Concern was raised that traffic would be diverted on to Thoreville during construction. We confirm
there is no intention to divert traffic on to Thorpeville during construction. The attached
Construction Phasing board from the public exhibition gives details of all the phases of works and
diversions that are proposed. The majority of the bypass will be constructed offline, before any
diversions are necessary which would be short term only.

A43 Moulton Bypass - Construction Phasing, Programme and Methodology
The first phase of works to complete the A43 Moulton Bypass (Phase 1A), the Round Spinney roundabout improvements, is currently underway and due
for completion by spring 2015.
It is expected that the remainder of the works will be undertaken in two further phases, 1B and 2, due to funding and procurement constraints. This
exhibition and subsequent planning application relate to Phase 1B and Phase 2.
Construction Phasing
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Phase 1B
Phase 1B, consists of approximately 1,800 metres of new dual carriageway construction from the Round Spinney junction north to tie back into the
existing single carriageway A43 200 metres north of the current Moulton roundabout.
The first 200 metres follows the alignment of the existing A43 before deviating to eastwards through a gap between residential properties and the
business site. The alignment continues north through arable fields and grasslands crossing both The Avenue and Overstone Lane to a new larger
Moulton roundabout, offset east from the current junction.
North of the roundabout, a single lane carriageway will re-join the existing A43. Park View and the existing A43 will be modified to have new junctions
with Overstone Road east of the new roundabout, with Overstone Road then connecting to the roundabout.
A new single carriageway highway link, approximately 600 metres long will be constructed between the new Moulton roundabout and Sywell Road, to
provide a east-west link between Moulton and Overstone. This route will provide an alternative for vehicular traffic, with Overstone Lane and The Avenue
stopped up to through traffic.
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Phase 2
Phase 2 comprises the dualling of the existing A43 from the new Moulton roundabout north approximately 900 metres to a new roundabout providing an
access for future development. North of this roundabout the road will return to a single lane carriageway.
The widening from a single lane to dual lane carriageway will primarily be undertaken to the east of the existing highway.
Construction Methodology & Programme
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Phase 1B
It is planned to split the works into 5 stages listed below and shown on the adjacent plan:

·
·
·
·
·

- Phase 2

Stage 1 - Main offline works
Stage 2 - Moulton roundabout
Stage 3 - The Avenue
Stage 4 - Southern tie-in
Stage 5 - Access points

Stage 1 - Includes all the works that do not impact on the operation of the existing highways, so as to minimise the impact on the travelling public.
Operations will start with stripping and stockpiling topsoil, before proceeding to earthworks to create the formation of the road construction and drainage
ponds. The road will then be constructed along with drainage pipes. Traffic signals, sign and street lighting will then be installed but not yet be
operational.
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Stage 2 - As above all works that can be completed offline from the existing highway will be undertaken first to minimise durations of road and lane
closures. To construct the changes to Overstone Road, Park View and the existing A43 a series of sequenced diversions and alternative routes will be
employed to maintain access throughout the works. Road closures are only expected to be necessary for the final surfacing operations, which would be
undertaken at night.
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Stage 3 - Once the Moulton roundabout works are completed The Avenue will be stopped up to through traffic and the dual carriageway section between
Round Spinney and the Moulton Roundabout completed.
Stage 4 - Southbound traffic will be diverted on to the new bypass, which will provide space on the existing A43 to permit works to proceed whilst
maintaining a northbound carriageway. A temporary northbound bus stop will be retained, whilst the southbound bus stop will be relocated outside of the
works area. The existing footpath between the A43 and will closed, with a diversion in place during this stage of works.

Phase 1B
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Phase 1B construction is currently expected to commence in August 2015 and have a duration of 45 weeks (approximately 11 months). Typical working
days and hours are expected to be Monday to Friday 07:00 to 18:00 and Saturday 07:00 to 13:00.
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Stage 5 - Consists of minor works to complete turning areas on The Avenue and Overstone Lane, grass seeding, planting and commissioning traffic
signals and street lighting for operation.

- Stage 2
- Stage 3

Future Phase 2

- Stage 4

Commencement of Phase 2 construction is subject to funding decisions and procurement processes. Once the work has commenced it is expected to
have a duration of approximately 9 months, as the requirement to maintain traffic flows on the existing carriageway will impact construction productivity.

- Stage 5

It is expected that Phase 2 will be constructed in to 2 primary stages, the first to construct those areas of the dual carriageway and roundabout outside
the existing highway. The second phase will include works to the existing A43 and will necessitate traffic management including lane closures and a
diversion for northbound traffic to use Park View.
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Phase 2
- Stage 1

Typical working days and hours are expected to be Monday to Friday 07:00 to 18:00 and Saturday 07:00 to 13:00.

- Stage 2
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