Scheme Context Plan

Introduction
Welcome to the public exhibition for the A43 Moulton Bypass. This exhibition is being held to provide the public with the opportunity to view the
proposals, ask questions and submit comments prior to the submission of a planning application.
Northamptonshire County Council are promoting the scheme as the Highway Authority with the support of their contractor and design consultant
partners, Balfour Beatty and Parsons Brinckerhoff respectively. Members of each of these organisations are present today to assist you with any
queries and questions you might have.
Background
In February 2013 and May 2013 developers held workshops and an exhibition, respectively, to introduce their proposed development at
Overstone Leys, which highlighted the A43 Moulton Bypass.
Although the bypass formed part of their planning application, it did not include the detailed road design at that time. This exhibition aims to
showcase the details of proposed bypass alignment for the first time.
Why Improve the A43
Improvements to the A43 between Northampton and Kettering have long been a high priority for the County Council as part of the
Northamptonshire Transport Plan. Due to the size of the scheme the proposal is to construct the road in phases. These are being prioritised on
the basis of those areas where congestion is currently experienced.
Phase 1A, the improvements to the Round Spinney roundabout, are well underway, Phases 1B (linking Round Spinney to the Moulton
roundabout) and Phase 2 (the extension of the road to the Holcot/Sywell roundabout) are the subject of this exhibition. Future phases to dual the
road through to the A14 are expected to be brought forward separately.
The A43 (Thorpeville) suffers from significant congestion during the morning peak, with an Average Annual Daily Traffic flow of around 20,000 of
which 1625 (8.1%) are HGVs.
Phase 1B of the scheme will see the construction of 1.56km of dual carriageway. This will run from the signalised A43 Round Spinney
Roundabout, crossing a small landscaped area, before passing between the existing residential properties that front the A43 and the Round
Spinney Industrial estate.
It then runs parallel with the existing A43 to the east of the existing residential properties, before crossing the Avenue (which will be stopped up)
and joining Overstone Road at a new roundabout to the north of Overstone Lane. A single carriageway link will be built to re-join the existing A43,
and a link back to the Sywell road will also be provided.
Phase 2 will then dual the section of existing A43 to a new roundabout before joining tying into the existing single carriageway section of the A43.
Timescale for scheme
December 2014 - Public exhibitions in Moulton and Overstone
January 2015 - We intend to submit the planning application. This will be your formal opportunity to comment on the proposals.
June/July 2015 - Proposed commencement of construction, dependant on planning application determination.
August/September 2015 - Phase 1B opens to traffic
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Transport
The A43 Moulton Bypass proposals are being developed by Northamptonshire County Council with the aim of delivering the following benefits:
1. A strategic Route between Northampton and Kettering.
2. Improved quality of life for existing residents and enhance character of existing villages by redirecting traffic and reducing local congestion.
3. Improved pedestrian and cycling accessibility.
4. Creation of a public transport priority corridor to Northampton Town Centre.
A Transport Assessment report is being prepared to help assess whether the proposed scheme provides these benefits along with additional
capacity on the transport network by assessing the current situation and then modelling future year scenarios taking into consideration
developments that are likely to be brought forward.
The developments considered in the modelling are summarised below:

· Overstone Leys, consisting of:
Up to 2,000 residential units,

Three form entry Primary School for 630 pupils,

Up to 5,000m² of B1 (c) employment floor space,

Up to 2,450m² of Local Centre Retail and other community facilities.

· A further 1,500 dwellings identified in the emerging Core Spatial Strategy for a site to the north of Overstone Leys along with the associated
infrastructure that is anticipated through planning policy.
The Transport Assessment will model and report on the impact of these developments in the years 2021 and 2026, using the Northamptonshire
County Council's Northamptonshire Strategic Transport model (NTSM). The NSTM is an integrated land use, transport demand and network
assignment model that allows stand-alone testing of road, public transport, cycle and walk schemes to predict the future impacts and requirements
for infrastructure improvements.
The information generated from testing the model is used to undertake assessments of junction operation to determine if they will operate within
capacity, and therefore not generate undue congestion. The junctions to be assessed are:
· Overstone Road/Ashley Lane
· Round Spinney Roundabout

· A43/Thorpeville
· A43/Ashley Lane/The Avenue
· A43 Bypass/Site Access 1

· Overstone Road/Park View
· A43/Overstone Lane/Overstone Road
· A43/Rectory Farm

The predicted traffic flows are also used as the basis for the assessment of noise and air quality impacts and the design of appropriate mitigation
measures.
Pedestrian and cyclists
It is an objective of the scheme to deliver high quality walking and cycling routes in the area which will support and encourage walking and cycling
to on- and off-site destinations.
Key

Existing links between Moulton and Overstone via The Avenue and Overstone Lane will be enhanced by becoming pedestrian and cycle only routes
as they are stopped up to through traffic. Shared footway cycleways are to be provided on the Overstone Link too.

- Primary Road

The new dual carriageway will have a 3m wide shared pedestrian footway cycleway along its full length east of the carriageway, separated by a
grass verge. Similarly, a 2m wide footway is to be provided on the western side of the dual carriageway.

- Main Road ('A' Road)
- Minor Road

Public Transport

- Local Street

The scheme aims to provide greater journey time certainty and reliability, and reduced congestion allowing service enhancements for both existing
users and those associated with adjacent developments to be accommodated.

- Public Right of Way

Reducing vehicle flows and hence congestion on the existing A43 between Thorpeville / Talavera Way and A43 / Overstone Road would permit the
existing A43 to become a public transport priority road.

- Cycling Advisory Route
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- Shared Pedestrian/ Cycleway
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Highway design
A43 - Future traffic flows are predicted to exceed the capacity of a single carriageway on the A43, and therefore the design is for a dual
carriageway to help avoid congestion. A central reservation will divide the north and southbound carriageway.
The proposals include provisions for pedestrians and cyclists with a 3m wide shared footway/cycleway to be included on the eastern side of the
carriageway and a 2m footway east of the carriageway. The footway/cycleway is to be separated from the carriageway by a 3m verge, with the
footway separated from the carriageway by a 1m verge. Toucan crossing for pedestrians and cyclists to cross the dual carriageway safely will be
provided where the primary crossing desire lines are expected.
The section of dual carriageway between the Round Spinney junction and the new roundabout in Moulton joining Overstone Road is intended to
have a speed limit of 40mph, reflecting that it is expected to be within an area of urban development. The section north of the Moulton roundabout
to the next new roundabout is intended to have a speed limit of 70mph.
The dual carriageway will cross both Overstone Lane and The Avenue, as a result sections of both roads will be stopped up to vehicular traffic and
become pedestrian/cycleways.

Street Lighting
Toucan crossing north
of new roundabout

Overstone Link - With the dual carriageway stopping up through traffic between Moulton and Overstone via The Avenue and Overstone Lane,
the scheme includes a single carriageway link from the new Moulton roundabout connecting to Sywell Road, east of the crossroads between The
Avenue, Overstone Lane and Billing Lane.
Drainage design
Surface water drainage for the scheme will be designed in accordance with Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SuDS) principles. These
principles treat surface water in a manner that provide a more sustainable approach than what has been the conventional practice of routing
run-off through a pipe and straight into a watercourse.
The design will include attenuation ponds that store surface water during storm periods holding it back from reaching the watercourse whilst flows
are highest. The water is released from the ponds into the watercourse at a rate limited to that which would have resulted from the same land in its
previous land use. This is commonly referred to as the Greenfield run-off rate.

Toucan crossing
at Overstone Lane
Overstone Lane
and The Avenue
to be stopped up.

The drainage system, including pipes, chambers and ponds will be designed to accommodate a 1 in 100 year storm (which is the intensity and
duration of storm that statistically occur once every 100 years), plus an additional 30% allowance for the potential changes due to climate change.
Due to the topography of the site it is expected that 2 separate attenuation ponds will be required, with the water flows from these ponds
discharging into existing watercourses at 2 points accordingly. Surface water from the new highway at the southern end of the scheme will
connect to the existing drainage system currently being improved as part of the Round Spinney improvement and be attenuated underground in
large pipes.

Toucan crossings at
development access

Street lighting design
All new street lighting included within the scheme will be designed to incorporate low energy LED lanterns that have lower maintenance and
running costs than conventional street lighting.
In accordance with Northamptonshire County Council's Street Lighting Policy the full extent of the new highway will not all be lit. Only the main
junctions and pedestrian crossings will have street lighting, as these areas have the highest potential for conflict and the greatest use.
In addition to the benefits of reduced cost and energy use resulting from LED lanterns and restricting lit areas, there are also ecological benefits.
The site contains significant presence of nocturnal species such as bats and badgers whose night time activities can be disrupted by the presence
of street lighting. Reduced lighting minimises the ecological impact, and shields will also be fitted to lighting columns helping to prevent light
spillage beyond the highway.
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Street Lighting

A43 Moulton Bypass - Environmental Assessment and Findings
A Full Environmental Impact Assessment is being undertaken for the proposed Bypass.

Archaeological Trenching

Ecological Surveys

Expanding on the work undertaken for the Overstone Leys Development, 4 more trenches have been dug to investigate potential below ground
archaeology. Features in Trench 1 comprised two ditches measuring 1.5m wide, eight meters apart and both on the same NW-SE alignment.
Although no datable finds were recovered from the fill of the ditches, it is possible that the features are associated with Prehistoric or
Romano-British activity, of which there is significant evidence for in the immediate vicinity.

Species Recorded
Badgers and other Mammals

Bats

Signs of badger were recorded within the survey
area. Fencing and culvert will be used to reduce road
mortality while maintaining connectivity for badgers
and other wildlife within the landscape. Provision of
an artificial badger sett is also being considered.
10 of the 12 species of bat present within
Northamptonshire were recorded within the schemes
bat surveys. Bat activity was dominated by common
species such as the common pipistrelle in the
adjacent photo but rarer species such as barbastelle
and Leisler's bat were also recorded occasionally.
Careful design and micro-siting is being used to
minimise impacts to the key foraging and commuting
features along the route and the implementation of a
sensitive lighting strategy and landscaping will
reduce potential impacts further.

Landscape
A detailed Landscape and Visual Assessment has been undertaken which will be used
to formulate a mitigation strategy to visually screen the road. This will include the
planting of native trees and vegetation to improve the appearance of the road.

Archaeological Trench
Birds

Reptiles

The breeding bird surveys identified 32 bird species
within the survey area. The loss of breeding bird
habitat has been minimised through careful design.
Landscaping will be used to create new breeding
habitat on completion of the scheme.

Reptile surveys identified the presence of grass
snake within the survey area, a precautionary method
of working will be implemented to prevent injury to
reptiles during the site clearance.

Noise
The noise assessment work has included
detailed modelling to predict future traffic
flows. Specialist noise monitoring
equipment has been deployed to establish
the existing background noise levels and
how these will be affected by the proposed
Bypass. This assessment work will inform
the positioning of noise barriers and
vegetation to mitigate against traffic noise.

Noise Monitoring

Noise Barrier

Trees
Extensive tree survey work has been undertaken to identify the quality of trees on-site and those
which should be retained within the scheme design. Tree Constraints Plans have been produced
to inform the detailed design and proposed alignment of the road .

Tree Constraint Plan
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This location was a hotspot for bat
activity within the areas surveyed for the
scheme. Here the road will be microsited
to avoid existing mature trees where
possible. Landscaping and a lighting
strategy will be used to further reduce
potential impacts to bats in this location.
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A43 Moulton Bypass - Construction Phasing, Programme and Methodology
The first phase of works to complete the A43 Moulton Bypass (Phase 1A), the Round Spinney roundabout improvements, is currently underway and due
for completion by spring 2015.
It is expected that the remainder of the works will be undertaken in two further phases, 1B and 2, due to funding and procurement constraints. This
exhibition and subsequent planning application relate to Phase 1B and Phase 2.
Construction Phasing
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Phase 1B
Phase 1B, consists of approximately 1,800 metres of new dual carriageway construction from the Round Spinney junction north to tie back into the
existing single carriageway A43 200 metres north of the current Moulton roundabout.
The first 200 metres follows the alignment of the existing A43 before deviating to eastwards through a gap between residential properties and the KAB
business site. The alignment continues north through arable fields and grasslands crossing both The Avenue and Overstone Lane to a new larger
Moulton roundabout, offset east from the current junction.
North of the roundabout, a single lane carriageway will re-join the existing A43. Park View and the existing A43 will be modified to have new junctions
with Overstone Road east of the new roundabout, with Overstone Road then connecting to the roundabout.
A new single carriageway highway link, approximately 600 metres long will be constructed between the new Moulton roundabout and Sywell Road, to
provide a east-west link between Moulton and Overstone. This route will provide an alternative for vehicular traffic, with Overstone Lane and The Avenue
stopped up to through traffic.
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Phase 2
Phase 2 comprises the dualling of the existing A43 from the new Moulton roundabout north approximately 900 metres to a new roundabout providing an
access for future development. North of this roundabout the road will return to a single lane carriageway.
The widening from a single lane to dual lane carriageway will primarily be undertaken to the east of the existing highway.
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Construction Methodology & Programme

- Phase 1B
Phase 1B
It is planned to split the works into 5 stages listed below and shown on the adjacent plan:

·
·
·
·
·

- Phase 2

Stage 1 - Main offline works
Stage 2 - Moulton roundabout
Stage 3 - The Avenue
Stage 4 - Southern tie-in
Stage 5 - Access points

Stage 1 - Includes all the works that do not impact on the operation of the existing highways, so as to minimise the impact on the travelling public.
Operations will start with stripping and stockpiling topsoil, before proceeding to earthworks to create the formation of the road construction and drainage
ponds. The road will then be constructed along with drainage pipes. Traffic signals, sign and street lighting will then be installed but not yet be
operational.
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Stage 2 - As above all works that can be completed offline from the existing highway will be undertaken first to minimise durations of road and lane
closures. To construct the changes to Overstone Road, Park View and the existing A43 a series of sequenced diversions and alternative routes will be
employed to maintain access throughout the works. Road closures are only expected to be necessary for the final surfacing operations, which would be
undertaken at night.

AD
RO

HLE
YL
AN
E

E
ON

Key

AS

Stage 3 - Once the Moulton roundabout works are completed The Avenue will be stopped up to through traffic and the dual carriageway section between
Round Spinney and the Moulton Roundabout completed.
Stage 4 - Southbound traffic will be diverted on to the new bypass, which will provide space on the existing A43 to permit works to proceed whilst
maintaining a northbound carriageway. A temporary northbound bus stop will be retained, whilst the southbound bus stop will be relocated outside of the
works area. The existing footpath between the A43 and will closed, with a diversion in place during this stage of works.

Phase 1B
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Phase 1B construction is currently expected to commence in August 2015 and have a duration of 45 weeks (approximately 11 months). Typical working
days and hours are expected to be Monday to Friday 07:00 to 18:00 and Saturday 07:00 to 13:00.
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Stage 5 - Consists of minor works to complete turning areas on The Avenue and Overstone Lane, grass seeding, planting and commissioning traffic
signals and street lighting for operation.

- Stage 2
- Stage 3

Phase 2

- Stage 4

Commencement of Phase 2 construction is subject to funding decisions and procurement processes. Once the work has commenced it is expected to
have a duration of approximately 9 months, as the requirement to maintain traffic flows on the existing carriageway will impact construction productivity.

- Stage 5
ROUND
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It is expected that Phase 2 will be constructed in to 2 primary stages, the first to construct those areas of the dual carriageway and roundabout outside
the existing highway. The second phase will include works to the existing A43 and will necessitate traffic management including lane closures and a
diversion for northbound traffic to use Park View.

Phase 2
- Stage 1

Typical working days and hours are expected to be Monday to Friday 07:00 to 18:00 and Saturday 07:00 to 13:00.

- Stage 2
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Thank you for attending the A43 Moulton Bypass public exhibition
We hope you've found the opportunity to view details of the proposals and ask the project team questions informative.
It is intended to submit a planning application to Northamptonshire County Council (NCC) as the planning authority
early in 2015. Once the application has been registered the formal consultation period will commence. The full
application details will be available to view in the Planning and Environment section of the NCC website and hard
copies will be available to view at the County Council offices by appointment.
If you have any comments at this stage, that you'd like to share with the project team, please complete one of the
comments sheets available and place it in the comments box provided. A summary of the comments received will be
included in the planning submission.
Thanks again for taking the time to attend the exhibition, please have a safe journey home.
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Background
In February 2013 and May 2013 developers
held workshops and an exhibition, respectively,
to introduce their proposed development at
Overstone Leys, which highlighted the A43
Moulton Bypass.
Although the bypass formed part of their planning
application, it did not include the detailed road
design at that time. This exhibition aims to
showcase the details of the proposed bypass
alignment for the first time.

Why improve the A43
Improvements to the A43 between Northampton
and Kettering have long been a high priority for the
County Council as part of the Northamptonshire
Transport Plan.
Due to the size of the scheme the proposal is to
construct the road in phases. These are being
prioritised on the basis that they are where
congestion is currently experienced.
Phase 1A, the improvements to the Round
Spinney roundabout, are well underway, Phase
1B, linking Round Spinney to the Moulton
roundabout, is the subject of this exhibition. Phase
2 will be the extension of the road to the Holcot /
Sywell roundabout, with future phases to dual the
road through to the A14.
The A43 (Thorpeville) suffers from significant
congestion during the morning peak, with an
Average Annual Daily Traffic flow of around 20,000
vehicles of which 1625 (8.1%) are HGVs.
Phase 1B of the scheme will see the construction
of 1.56km of dual carriageway. This will run from
the signalised A43 Round Spinney Roundabout,
crossing a small landscaped area, before passing
between the existing residential properties that
front the A43 and the Round Spinney Industrial
estate.
It then runs parallel with the existing A43 to the
east of the existing residential properties, before

crossing the Avenue (which will be stopped up)
and joining Overstone Road at a new roundabout
to the north of Overstone Lane. A single
carriageway link will be built to re-join the existing
A43 and a link back to the Sywell Road will also
be provided.
Timescale for scheme
Wednesday 10 December 2014 and Thursday
11 December 2014
Public Exhibition
This is your chance to meet with us to discuss this
project
January 2015
We will submit our planning application, and this is
your formal opportunity to comment

A43
Moulton Bypass

Phase 1B, Northampton
Your invitation to view
these proposals

June/July 2015
Proposed start Date for Construction
August/September 2016
Road opens
A43 Moulton Bypass Phase 1B
Northampton - Public Exhibition
Wednesday 10th December 2014
Moulton Village Hall
Pound Lane, Moulton, NN3 7ST
2.00pm to 7.00pm
Thursday 11th December 20th
Overstone Village Hall
Sywell Road, Overstone, NN6 0AG
2.00pm to 7.00pm
For more information or to comment please email
info@kierwsp.co.uk
To read more about
Northamptonshire Highways go to
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk
Follow us on Twitter @nnhighways
For highways advice or to report a fault call
Street Doctor on 0845 601 1113.
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What is proposed for the A43 Moulton
Bypass - Phase 1b

•

stopped up and will become a pedestrian

between the Round Spinney and Moulton

/ cycleway link, with a Toucan crossing at

New Single 7.3m wide carriageway north of

•

the road

At the Southern end improvements the Round
Spinney Roundabout will increase the traffic
capacity

Three metre wide shared footway cycleway
will be constructed along the eastern side of

Overstone Lane to re-join the A43

the Sywell Road

Overstone Lane
•

At the Northern end a new roundabout to link
the Overstone Road and new connection to

The Avenue and Overstone Lane will be

New dual carriageway with 7.3m wide lanes

Roundabouts
•

•

Sywell Road
•

•

New single 6.0m wide carriageway link to the

•

The dualling of the A43 beyond phase 1B will
be subject to future funding

