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1.0 Introduction
Background
1.1

Keystone Ecology was instructed by MVV Environmental Ltd to undertake a Breeding Bird
Survey of a proposed laydown area and compound off Shelton Road, Corby (Central Grid
Reference: SP 91351 90958). The survey is required to support a planning application. The
survey was recommended following a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal of the site (Keystone
Ecology, 2020).

1.2

The laydown and compound area are required to facilitate the construction of an energy from
waste facility immediately west of the site which has already been granted planning
permission (planning reference: 19/00027/WASFUL).

Aims and Objectives
1.3

1.4

The aim of the Breeding Bird Survey was to provide an overall assessment of the breeding
bird assemblage of the site, in order to ascertain the following:


The assemblage of bird species using the site;



The relative frequency with which the site is used by the species present; and



The spatial and temporal distribution of breeding bird activity.

This would:


Enable assessment of the conservation value of the site for the breeding bird species
present; and,



Provide baseline information to allow mitigation/compensation measures to be
developed to ensure there is no adverse impact to the breeding bird assemblage of the
site.

Site Characteristics
1.5

The site is located along the north-eastern perimeter of the Willowbrook Industrial Estate and
comprises an area of grassland and reed beds. The site is approximately 1.7 hectares in size
with a hedgerow bisecting the eastern and western parts of site. To the south lie further
areas of grassland. To the west of site lies areas of marshy grassland and Shelton Road.
The Corby Northern Orbital Road (CNOR) lies to the north and east of site.

1.6

Large car forecourts lie further to the west of the site, with numerous steel clad industrial units
located further to the south. A potential Local Wildlife Site (pLWS), largely comprising areas
of woodland associated with the former Tata Steelworks lies further to the north-west. Further
east of the CNOR lies an area of recently cleared land.
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Relevant Legislation and Policy1
1.7

All wild birds are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended by the
Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000), which makes it illegal (subject to exceptions) to:


Intentionally kill, injure or take any wild bird;



Take, damage or destroy the nest (whilst being built or in use) or eggs of any wild bird.

1.8

Special penalties relate to offences concerning birds listed on Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). In addition to the offences detailed above relating to all
wild birds, it is illegal to intentionally or recklessly disturb any Schedule 1 bird or their
dependent young while nesting.

1.9

The European Community Council Directive 79/409/EEC, on the Conservation of Wild Birds
(commonly known as the ‘Birds Directive’) provides a framework for the conservation and
management of wild birds in member states. Species listed in Annex 1 of the Birds Directive
are subject to special conservation measures through the designation of Special Protection
Areas (SPAs) to safeguard important sites and habitats within their area of distribution.

1.10

Protection of SPAs is implemented under the Conservation of Habitats and Species
(Amendment) Regulations 2012 (The Conservation Regulations). The UK Government has
determined that Conservation Regulations will also be applied to Ramsar Sites (wetlands of
international importance designated under the Ramsar Convention). As distinct from the
2010 Regulations, the 2012 amendment incorporates enhanced provisions for the
preservation, maintenance and enhancement of habitat for wild birds.

1.11

Case law has determined that assessment of proposals that may impact upon an SPA or
Ramsar Site must address all relevant features that contribute to the conservation status of
the site, whether or not the impact on that feature (i.e. bird species) occurs inside or outside
of the site boundary.

1.12

The Birds Directive is transposed into English and Welsh law by the Wildlife and Countryside
Act (WCA) 1981, as amended by the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000. The
WCA offers legal protection to all wild birds, their nests and eggs, making it an offence, with
certain exceptions, to intentionally kill or injure any wild bird, damage or destroy the nest of
any wild bird while it is in use or being built, or destroy the egg of any wild bird. In addition,
species listed in Part 1 of Schedule 1 of the WCA are protected by special penalties at all
times from reckless or intentional disturbance whilst nest building or at (or near) a nest with
eggs or young; or disturbance to dependent young of such a species.

Protection Afforded by the Planning System
1.13

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) sets out government policy regarding
consideration of biodiversity in planning decisions. Under the NPPF the presence of a
protected species is a material consideration when a planning authority is considering a

1

Please note that this legal information is a summary and intended for general guidance only. The original legal documents
should be consulted for definitive information. Web addresses providing access to the full text of these documents are given in
the References Section.
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development proposal that, if carried out, would be likely to result in harm to the species or its
habitat.
1.14

The NPPF states that:
‘When determining planning applications, local planning authorities should aim to conserve
and enhance biodiversity by applying the following principles:


if significant harm resulting from a development cannot be avoided (through locating on
an alternative site with less harmful impacts), adequately mitigated, or, as a last resort,
compensated for, then planning permission should be refused;



proposed development on land within or outside a Site of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSI) likely to have an adverse effect on a SSSI (either individually or in combination
with other developments) should not normally be permitted. Where an adverse effect
on the site’s notified special interest features is likely, an exception should only be
made where the benefits of the development, at this site, clearly outweigh both the
impacts that it is likely to have on the features of the site that make it of special
scientific interest and any broader impacts on the national network of SSSIs;



development proposals where the primary objective is to conserve or enhance
biodiversity should be permitted;



opportunities to incorporate biodiversity in and around developments should be
encouraged;



the following wildlife sites should be given the same protection as European sites:
potential Special Protection Areas (SPA) and possible Special Areas of Conservation
(SAC); listed or proposed Ramsar sites; and sites identified, or required, as
compensatory measures for adverse effects on European sites, potential SPAs,
possible SACs, and listed or proposed Ramsar sites.’

1.15

Under Section 40 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006 public
bodies, including Local and Regional Planning Authorities have a duty to ‘have regard’ to the
conservation of biodiversity in England when carrying out their normal functions, which
includes consideration of planning applications. In compliance with Section 41 of the Act, the
Secretary of State has published a list of species considered to be of principal importance for
conserving biodiversity in England under the UK Post-2010 Biodiversity Framework. This is
referred to as the list of Species/Habitats of Principal Importance, of which there are 56
habitats (HPI) and 943 species (SPI). The list is used to guide planning authorities in
implementing their duty under the NERC Act.

1.16

Fifty-nine bird species are listed as SPI and 2 bird species are Local Biodiversity Action Plan
priority species for Northamptonshire (Northamptonshire Local Nature Partnership, 2015). A
full list of species recorded on site, and their relevant status and protection, is listed in Table
3.
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2.0 Methodology
Desk Study
2.1

As part of the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (Keystone Ecology, 2020), Northamptonshire
Biodiversity Records Centre (NBRC) was contacted for records of breeding birds within 0.5
kilometres of the proposed development site.

2.2

Web-resources (Natural England, 2019; Gov.uk 2016) were also searched for any European
Statutory sites designated for birds within a 15 kilometre radius, National Statutory sites
designated for birds within a 10 kilometre radius, non-statutory sites designated for birds
within a 0.5 kilometre radius of the site boundary.

Breeding Bird Survey
2.3

The site was subject to 3 sets of surveys. These were undertaken throughout the recognised
breeding bird season (March to August), in order to provide sufficient information with which
to determine the value of the proposed development site for breeding birds.

2.4

The site was walked at a steady pace, so that all areas within 50 metres were covered and all
bird species detected were located and identified. Birds were identified by sight using
binoculars and by the identification of birdsong/calls. A species list for the site was compiled
and included details of activity and behaviour for each species. The results were used to
assess the status of the birds on site and assign each species one of the following categories:


Non-breeding – Flying over site or species observed within unsuitable breeding
habitat;



Possible breeding – Species observed in suitable nesting habitat during the breeding
season;



Probable breeding – Territorial behaviour observed on at least 2 occasions, courtship
and display behaviour observed, pair observed in suitable nesting habitat in breeding
season, birds observed visiting probable nest site, agitated behaviour or alarm calls
from adults; or



Confirmed breeding – Used nest or eggshells discovered, distraction display/injury
feigning observed, recently fledged young, adults on nest, adult carrying faecal sac or
food, nest containing eggs or nest with young seen/heard.

2.5

The identification and activity of all birds was mapped, using standard British Trust for
Ornithology (BTO) codes for all species and behaviour, taking care to ensure that each
individual was recorded only once (Gilbert et al., 1998).

2.6

The survey commenced approximately 1 hour after local sunrise, to coincide with peak bird
activity, and was undertaken during suitable weather conditions. Table 1 provides information
on survey timing and weather conditions.
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Table 1: Breeding Bird Survey Information

Date

Visit

Start
Time

End
Time

Start
Temp
(°c)

End
Temp
(°c)

Cloud
Cover
(%)

Wind (BF)

Precipitation

29/5/2020

1

0615

0750

12

15

30

2

None

25/6/2020

2

0615

0800

11

14

20

2

None

24/7/2020

3

0630

0800

14

14

50

1

None

Evaluation
2.7

The conservation value of the proposed development site for each species recorded during
the survey has been indicated following criteria detailed by Percival (2007). Please refer to
Appendix 2 for full details.

Nomenclature
2.8

The English names of flora and fauna species are given in the main text of this report.
Scientific names are used only in the absence of English names. Vascular plants and
Charophytes follow the nomenclature of The Botanical Society for the British Isles database
(2007) with all other flora and fauna following the National Biodiversity Network (NBN)
Gateway (NBN, 2019).

Limitations
2.9

The results of the survey and assessment work undertaken by Keystone Ecology are
representative at the time of surveying.

2.10

Keystone Ecology staff and their sub-consultants will endeavour to identify the presence of
protected species wherever possible on site, where this falls within the agreed scope of
works.

2.11

Up to date standard methodologies will be used, which are accepted by Natural England and
other statutory conservation bodies. No responsibility will be accepted where these
methodologies fail to identify all species on site. Keystone Ecology cannot take responsibility
where Government, national bodies or industry subsequently modify standards.
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3.0 Results and Assessment
Desk Study
3.1

There are 4 European Statutory Sites designated for birds within 15 kilometres of the
proposed development site. There are 2 National Statutory Sites designated for birds within
10 kilometres of the proposed development site (refer to Table 2 for details). There are no
non-statutory sites designated for birds within 0.5 kilometres of the proposed development
site.

Table 2: Statutory Sites Designated (fully or partially) for Breeding Birds
Name

Distance from
Proposed
Development
Site (m)

Details

European Statutory Sites
Rutland Water Ramsar site

14,369

Rutland Water is a large eutrophic man-made
pump storage reservoir created by the damming
of the Gwash Valley in 1975. The reservoir is in a
lowland setting receiving the majority of its water
from the Nene (90%) and Welland (10%). In
general, the reservoir is drawn down in the
summer and filled during the autumn and winter
months when river levels are high. The lagoons
are one of the most important areas for wintering
and breeding wildfowl. The reservoir regularly
supports internationally important numbers of
Gadwall and Northern Shoveler and nationally
important numbers of 8 other species of wildfowl.

Rutland Water SPA

14,369

The site qualifies as a wetland of international
importance by regularly supporting, in winter,
over 20,000 waterfowl. It regularly supports in
winter, internationally or nationally important
numbers of: Great Crested Grebe, Mute Swan,
Wigeon, Gadwell, Teal, Shoveler, Tufted Duck,
Goldeneye, Goosander and Coot.

Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits
Ramsar site

13,243

This chain of both active and disused sand and
gravel pits form an extensive series of shallow
and deep open waters which occur in
association with a wide range of marginal
features, such as sparsely-vegetated islands,
gravel bars and shorelines and habitats including
reed swamp, marsh, wet ditches, rush pasture,
rough grassland and scattered scrub. This range
of habitats and the varied topography of the
lagoons provide valuable resting and feeding
conditions for concentrations of wintering
waterbirds, especially ducks and waders.
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Distance from
Proposed
Development
Site (m)

Details

Species such as Golden Plover and Lapwing
also spend time feeding and roosting on
surrounding agricultural land outside the Ramsar
Site
Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits
SPA

13,243

The site qualifies under Article 4.1 of the Birds
Directive (Directive 2009/147/EC) as it is used
regularly by 1% or more of Great Britain’s
populations of Golden Plover and Bittern. The
site also qualifies under Article 4.2 of the
Directive as it is used regularly by Gadwall.
The site also qualifies under Article 4.2 as it is
used by more than 20,000 waterbirds in any
season.

National Statutory Sites designated (fully or partially) for birds
Eye Brook Reservoir SSSI

9,008

A major wetland area which combines an
extensive sheet of open water with a complex of
wetland and lakeside habitats including mudflats,
marsh, pasture, broad-leaved woodland, and
broad-leaved, mixed and coniferous plantations.
In autumn and winter, the site attracts large
numbers of ducks most notably Wigeon, Mallard,
Teal and Pochard, while in spring and autumn
flocks of a wide variety of wading birds on
passage use the area for feeding. Additionally,
the woodlands and plantations provide a winterfeeding habitat for a variety of birds, while the
mix of terrestrial habitats supports a diverse
breeding bird community.

Bulwick Meadows SSSI

5,573

Two adjacent meadows occupying the valley
side and flood plain of the Willow Brook. Water
draining from the Lower Lincolnshire Limestone
emerges as seepage areas where it meets the
more impervious Lower Estuarine Series
deposits. This, together with the high water table
of the valley floor alluvium has given rise to a
complex
mosaic
of
marshy
grassland
communities. The meadows are the only known
Northamptonshire locality for Flat Sedge and
Common Bistort and have added importance for
the presence of breeding Snipe - of which there
may not be more than 30 pairs in the county.
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Distance from
Proposed
Development
Site (m)

Details

Local Wildlife Sites
None within search parameters.
Key to site designations: SPA – Special Protection Area, SSSI – Site of Special Scientific Interest
3.2

No Schedule 1, SPI or LBAP species records were returned by the desk study.

Field Survey
3.3

Lists of the species recorded within the study area, along with notes on their conservation
status, are provided in Table 3. Likely breeding status has been discussed for all species
recorded with categories including possibly, probably or confirmed breeding assigned as per
standard BTO methodology (BTO, 2012).

3.4

The survey results are illustrated on Drawing Number: 203062/1/dwg1.
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Table 3: Breeding Bird Survey Results
Species

2

BoCC Status2

SPI

Local
BAP

WCA Schedule
1

Breeding Status on Site

Site Conservation Value

Black-headed
Gull

Amber

Non-breeding. Observed flying over
site only.

Negligible

Blackbird

Green

Confirmed breeding. Species recorded
breeding in multiple locations across
site.

Negligible

Blue Tit

Green

Confirmed breeding. Species recorded
breeding in multiple locations across
site.

Negligible

Buzzard

Green

Non-breeding. Observed flying over
site only.

Negligible

Carrion Crow

Green

Non-breeding. Observed flying over
site only.

Negligible

Chiffchaff

Green

Confirmed breeding. Species recorded
breeding in suitable habitat across
site.

Negligible

Collared Dove

Green

Possible breeding. Species observed
in suitable habitat on multiple
occasions.

Negligible

Birds of Conservation Concern – Refer to Appendix 1 for definitions of Red, Amber and Green definitions.
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Species

BoCC Status2

Dunnock

Breeding Status on Site

Site Conservation Value

Amber

Confirmed breeding. Species recorded
food carrying into central hedgerow.

Medium

Goldfinch

Green

Probable breeding. Species observed
in suitable nesting habitat.

Negligible

Great Tit

Green

Probable breeding. Species observed
in suitable nesting habitat.

Negligible

Greenfinch

Green

Probable breeding. Species observed
in suitable habitat on multiple
occasions.

Negligible

Heron

Green

Non-breeding. Observed flying over
site only.

Negligible

Red

Non-breeding. Observed flying over
site only.

Negligible

Herring Gull

SPI

Local
BAP

WCA Schedule
1

Long-tailed Tit

Green

Confirmed breeding. Pair observed in
suitable nesting habitat and male
observed carrying food.

Negligible

Magpie

Green

Possible breeding. Species observed
in suitable habitat on multiple
occasions.

Negligible

Meadow Pipit

Amber

Possible breeding. Species observed
in coarse grassland to the north of site

Negligible
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BoCC Status2

SPI

Local
BAP

WCA Schedule
1

Breeding Status on Site

Site Conservation Value

on multiple occasions.
Pheasant

Green

Possible breeding. Species observed
in coarse grassland to the north of site
on multiple occasions.

Negligible

Pied Wagtail

Green

Possible breeding. Species observed
in suitable habitat on multiple
occasions.

Negligible

Red Kite

Green

Non-breeding. Observed flying over
site only

Negligible

Red-legged
Partridge

Green

Possible breeding. Species observed
in suitable habitat on multiple
occasions.

Negligible

Reed Bunting

Amber

Possible breeding. Behaviour on site
was limited to passage birds and
foraging, however, nesting
opportunities are available on site.

Low

Reed Warbler

Green

Confirmed breeding. Juveniles
recorded in south-west corner of site
in dense scrub and reedbed.

Negligible

Robin

Green

Confirmed breeding. Species recorded
breeding in suitable habitat across
site.

Negligible
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BoCC Status2

SPI

Local
BAP

WCA Schedule
1

Breeding Status on Site

Site Conservation Value

Rook

Green

Non-breeding. Recorded foraging on
site only.

Negligible

Sedge Warbler

Green

Possible breeding. Species observed
in suitable habitat on multiple
occasions.

Negligible

Skylark

Red

Confirmed breeding. At least 3 pairs
recorded breeding in coarse grassland
to the north of site.

Medium

Song Thrush

Red

Confirmed breeding. Species recorded
breeding in mature scrub on the west
of site.

Medium

Starling

Red

Possible breeding. Behaviour on site
was limited to passage birds and
foraging, however, mature trees on
site provide potential nesting
opportunities.

Low

Swallow

Amber

Non-breeding. Recorded foraging on
site only.

Negligible

Swift

Amber

Non-breeding. Recorded foraging on
site only.

Negligible

Whitethroat

Green

Confirmed breeding. Pair observed in
suitable nesting habitat on multiple

Negligible
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BoCC Status2

SPI

Local
BAP

WCA Schedule
1

Breeding Status on Site

Site Conservation Value

occasions.
Willow Warbler

Amber

Probable breeding. Site provides
various opportunities and pair
frequently observed in suitable habitat.

Negligible

Woodpigeon

Green

Probable breeding. Male observed
displaying on multiple occasions.

Negligible

Wren

Green

Confirmed breeding. Species recorded
breeding in suitable habitat across
site.

Negligible
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3.5

In total, 87 registrations were returned during the survey, corresponding to 33 breeding bird
species. The species assemblage largely comprised common and widespread species
typical of a mixed agricultural landscape in Southern England, dominated by species such as
Wren, Chiffchaff and Blackbird. Two raptor species, Buzzard and Red Kite, were also
recorded within the site during the survey. Nine species (Black-headed Gull, Buzzard,
Carrion Crow, Heron, Herring Gull, Red Kite, Rook, Swallow and Swift) were not considered
to be breeding as they were either seen flying over or there is no suitable nesting habitat for
the species at the site.

3.6

Red Kite was the only Schedule 1 bird species recorded on site.

3.7

Overall, 6 SPI species were reported within the site: Dunnock, Herring Gull, Reed Bunting,
Skylark, Song Thrush and Starling. The central hedgerow on site was used for nesting by
Dunnock. Skylark and Song Thrush were also confirmed nesting on site, using the coarse
grassland to the north of site and mature trees to the west of site, respectively.

3.8

No species listed under the Northamptonshire Biodiversity Action Plan (Northamptonshire
Local Nature Partnership, 2015) were recorded on site.

3.9

Given the above legislative protection and on-site behaviour, 3 species have been assigned a
‘Medium’ conservation value (Dunnock, Skylark and Song Thrush) and 2 species have been
assigned a ‘Low’ conservation value (Reed Bunting and Starling).
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4.0 Impacts
4.1

The site is to be cleared to make way for a Laydown Area. Site clearance, construction and
operation of the compound are activities that could potentially cause loss of nesting, foraging
and refuge opportunities for a variety of birds, in addition to direct impacts to active bird nests.
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5.0 Considerations and Recommendations
5.1

It is understood the development will predominantly involve the loss of the coarse grassland
and scrub mosaic north of the central hedgerow. In addition, access roads to the east and
west of site will cause the loss of scrub, semi-mature and mature trees, further areas of
coarse grassland and a small length of hedgerow.

Construction Activities which May Affect Nesting Birds
5.2

Site clearance of all habitat has the potential to destroy active nesting attempts.

5.3

Site clearance and construction could result in the loss of nesting and foraging habitats and
has the potential to sever and isolate territories of more sedentary bird species.

Operational Activities which May Affect Nesting Birds
5.4

Artificial lighting along access routes and any new structures may increase the incidence of
predation by normally diurnal raptors such as the Common Kestrel in addition to non-avian
predators such as Fox.

5.5

Pollution could result in a decline in habitat quality and reduction in foraging resources
resulting in decreased bird densities adjacent to the development.

5.6

Increased noise from traffic and operations may create disturbance which would deter nesting
and reduce bird densities in habitats adjacent to the road.

5.7

Increased vehicle collision mortalities may occur, particularly of newly fledged individuals.

Further Survey
5.8

No further survey work is required unless the proposed development is delayed by at least 2
years.

Legal Compliance
5.9

All works including ground preparation and habitat clearance works should be conducted
outside the main bird breeding season which runs March to September (inclusive). Natural
England and the RSPB guidelines suggest that this is the period during which the majority of
breeding bird activity takes place in the UK.

5.10

If clearance is proposed during the main breeding season a suitably qualified ecologist should
survey habitat immediately prior to its removal. If an active nest is present, at least a 5 metre
radius buffer area (or wider as appropriate and dependent upon the species identified) should
be set out, and the feature supporting the nesting birds retained until any young have fledged.

5.11

To prevent contractors accidentally straying into the buffer area, these should be clearly
marked out i.e. with high visibility fencing.
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Design Considerations
5.12

The layout of the proposed scheme should be designed to retain as much habitat as feasible
that supports birds of Medium Conversation Value i.e., Dunnock, Skylark and Song Thrush. If
permanent loss of hedgerows/lines of trees and skylark nesting habitat is unavoidable,
compensatory habitat creation of a comparable size and extent to that being lost will ensure
no net loss of habitat occurs in the long term for these species.

5.13

If compensatory creation of suitable nesting habitat is not feasible then a suitable offsetting
strategy should be agreed with the LPA.

5.14

Ecologically functional green corridors should be retained in line with recommendations made
in respect of other ecological assessments (Keystone Ecology, 2020). This will ensure
connectivity for foraging, nesting and commuting birds is retained on site and through the
wider landscape for all bird species identified.

5.15

Any proposed lighting must incorporate the following measures stated in Guidance Note
08/1830 to prevent illumination of hedgerows and mature trees which would prevent
occupation by birds or reduce the hedgerows’ suitability as a green infrastructure resource:


Type of lamp (light source) - All luminaries should lack UV elements when
manufactured. Metal halide, fluorescent sources should not be used.



Luminaire and light spill accessories – Lighting will be directed to where it is needed
and light spillage avoided. An upward ratio of 0% and with good optical control should
be adopted to avoid illuminating wider areas than necessary;



Planting may also be used as a barrier or manmade features that are required within
the build can be positioned so as to form a barrier;



Light levels - The light should be as low as guidelines permit. A warm white spectrum
(ideally <2700 Kelvin) should be adopted to reduce blue light component. Avoid
unnecessary lighting where possible; and



Aim of light - The light should be aimed to illuminate only the immediate area required
by using as sharp a downward angle as possible. As a last resort, accessories such
as hoods, cowls, louvers and shields can direct the light to an intended area.

Habitat Creation Measures
5.16

To compensate for any loss of on-site breeding, refuge and foraging opportunities for
‘Medium’ and ‘Low’ valued birds, the following measures should be included on-site:


Dense shrub and fruit bearing scrub species planting should be included within the
proposed planting scheme, whether through off site compensation or on site
restoration. Planted scrub will compensate for loss of existing nesting opportunities for
Reed Bunting, a species which has a low uptake of artificial nest boxes, and will also
increase foraging habitat utilised by various species within the site.



3 x ‘Tradition Wooden Bird Nest Box’ with a 25 millimetre entrance hole to
accommodate ‘Medium’ valued Dunnocks. These boxes should be fixed to semi-
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mature/mature trees at a minimum height of 2.5 metres, in close proximity to scrub
cover.

5.17



3 x ‘Vivaro Pro Barcelona Woodstone Open Nest Box’ to accommodate ‘Medium’
valued Song Thrush. These boxes should be fixed to semi-mature/mature trees a
minimum of 3 metres above ground.



3 x ‘Schwegler 3S Starling Nest Boxes’ to accommodate ‘Low’ valued Starling, plus a
range of ‘negligible’ valued species. These boxes should be fixed to semimature/mature trees a minimum of 3 metres above ground.

To compensate for other ‘negligible’ valued birds recorded nesting and/or foraging on site, the
following measures are recommended for biodiversity enhancement:


Installation of 3 x ‘Woodpecker Nest Box’ to accommodate a range of ‘negligible’
valued species recorded on site, including Woodpecker. These boxes should be fixed
to semi-mature/mature trees 3 - 4 metres above ground within retained trees. To
attract woodpeckers it is advisable to fill the lower part of the box with a block of soft,
safe (and preferably natural) material, such as compacted sawdust or balsawood.



Installation of 10 insect boxes should be installed to compensate for loss of
invertebrate diversity and provide a food source for a range of ‘low’ and ‘negligible’
species. Units such as ‘Schwegler Clay and Reed Insect Nest’ should be installed
within the woodland edge and hedgerow.
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Appendix 1
Birds of Conservation Concern Criteria
Red List
Globally threatened.
Historical population decline in
UK during 1800–1995.
Severe (at least 50%) decline
in UK breeding population over
last 25 years, or longer-term
period (the entire period used
for assessments since the first
BoCC review, starting in
1969).
Severe (at least 50%)
contraction of UK breeding
range over last 25 years, or
the longer-term period.

Amber List
Species with unfavourable
conservation status in Europe (SPEC
= Species of European Conservation
Concern).
Historical population decline during
1800–1995, but recovering; population
size has more than doubled over last
25 years.
Moderate (25-49%) decline in UK
breeding population over last 25 years,
or the longer-term period.
Moderate (25-49%) contraction of UK
breeding range over last 25 years, or
the longer-term period.
Moderate (25-49%) decline in UK nonbreeding population over last 25 years,
or the longer-term period.
Rare breeder; 1–300 breeding pairs in
UK.
Rare non-breeders; less than 900
individuals.
Localised; at least 50% of UK breeding
or non-breeding population in 10 or
fewer sites, but not applied to rare
breeders or non-breeders.
Internationally important; at least 20%
of European breeding or non-breeding
population in UK (NW European and
East Atlantic Flyway populations used
for non-breeding wildfowl and waders
respectively).

Green List
Species that occur regularly
in the UK but do not qualify
under any or the above
criteria.
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Appendix 2
Nature Conservation Value Assessment Criteria for
Birds
Nature Conservation

Selected Examples

Value/Sensitivity
Very High

Internationally significant and viable populations of birds listed on Annex 1
of the EC Birds Directive.

(International)
Regularly occurring, globally threatened species.
Any regularly occurring populations of internationally important species that
are rare or threatened in the UK or of uncertain conservation status.
A regularly occurring significant population/number of any internationally
important species.
High
(National)

A regularly occurring significant population/number of any nationally
important species i.e. listed on Schedule 1 of the 1981 Wildlife and
Countryside Act (as amended).
Any regularly occurring population of a nationally important species that is
threatened or rare in the county or region.

Medium
(Regional/ County)

Any regularly occurring significant population of a species listed as being
nationally scarce, or in the local BAP or relevant Natural Area Profile on
account of its regional rarity or localisation.
Significant populations of a species important at regional or county level.
A viable significant population of a Species of Principal Importance (SPI) in
England, Wales and Scotland.

Low

Species that are scarce within the locality or which appreciably enrich the
local area’s habitat resource.

(Local/District)
Any regularly occurring, significant population of a species that is listed in a
Local RDB or BAP on account of its rarity or localisation.
Any other species of conservation importance e.g. species listed in Birds of
Conservation Concern (BoCC) i.e. Red List Species (Eaton et al., 2009).
Negligible (Parish)

Species populations considered to enrich the habitat resource appreciably
within the context of the Parish or Neighbourhood.
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