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1.0 Executive Summary
1.1

Keystone Ecology was instructed by MVV Environment Ltd to undertake a Preliminary
Ecological Appraisal (PEA) of a proposed laydown area and compound at Shelton Road, Corby
(Central Grid Reference: SP 91351 90958). It is understood the survey is required to support
a planning application.

1.2

The following constraints have been identified with associated recommendations and
requirements to ensure legal and policy compliance:


Potential Local Wildlife Site (pLWS)/HPI Woodland (Off Site): Retained trees must
be suitably protected during the construction phase. Minimum distances between the
construction area and retained vegetation must be defined by a suitably qualified person
and in compliance with the British Standard BS5837:2012 Trees in relation to design,
demolition and construction. Protective fencing should be set up delineating a 10 metre
buffer zone and also follow specification set out in BS 5837:2012 Trees in relation to
design, demolition and construction and be installed prior to commencement.



During both the construction and operational phases, methods of working should comply
with The Environment Agency Pollution Prevention Guidelines to avoid potential impacts
from sediment/pollution discharge upon terrestrial and aquatic habitats within the pLWS.



Contribution to the Wider Green Infrastructure Resource: Local Planning Policy 19
states that development that would compromise the integrity of the overall green
infrastructure network in the locality is not permitted. Therefore, in the first instance, as
much of this habitat type on site should be retained as possible.



Where possible, habitats should be restored to their original status on site following the
completion of works.



Where the loss of habitat contributing to the wider green infrastructure resource cannot
be avoided, a compensation strategy, to be agreed with the Local Planning Authority,
must be devised.



HPI – Hedgerow: As a portion of the hedgerow must be cleared to make way for the
proposed haul road, a hedgerow assessment must be undertaken to determine if the
hedgerow is ecologically or historically important under the Hedgerows Regulations
(1997).



Following the completion, the gap in the hedgerow must be re-instated.



Where hedgerow is to be retained this must be protected. Protective fencing should be
set up 1 metre from the retained hedgerow where this meets the proposed haul road.
Fencing should follow specification set out in BS 5837:2012 Trees in relation to design,
demolition and construction and be installed prior to commencement.



Potential HPI- Lowland Meadows, and Open Mosaic Habitats on Previously
Developed Land: Planning Policy as set out in Section 5.0 of this report states that
HPI/LBAP habitats should be retained in situ and that any unavoidable loss must be
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compensated for. Therefore, as much of these potential HPI habitat types on site should
be retained as possible.


If loss of potential HPI/LBAP habitats cannot be avoided, a National Vegetation
Classification (NVC) survey will be required to determine whether the habitats qualify,
the condition of the habitats if they do and their relative ecological value in order to inform
a compensation strategy, to be agreed with the Local Planning Authority.



Bats (Commuting and Foraging): To ensure policy compliance, potential impacts to
commuting and foraging bats must be determined and, if required mitigated and/or
compensated. In order to do this, an assessment must be made of the likely value of the
site for commuting and foraging bats according to current Ecological Impact Assessment
(EcIA) Guidelines (CIEEM, 2018).



Provided works pose temporary habitat damage only over a short duration, and existing
habitats are reinstated like for like on completion of works a desk based assessment
could be used to predict which species may use the site, the extent of activity and thus
ecological value and significance of any adverse effects. The assessment would be
made utilising data on species known to reside within the wider area, species habitat
preferences from the latest bat survey guidelines (Collins, 2016) and the likely roosting
opportunities present on site and in the vicinity.



If permanent habitat loss is proposed, bat activity surveys should be undertaken in
accordance with Collins (2016).



Otter: To ensure legal compliance, both banks of the off-site watercourse that fall within
150 metres of site should be subject to an Otter survey.



Bearded Tit, Cetti’s Warbler and Marsh Warbler: To establish use of the site by
Schedule 1 birds and determine likely impacts, avoidance, mitigation and/or
compensation measures, a breeding bird survey should be carried out. Three visits
would provide sufficient data with which to determine the assemblage of birds using the
site. The visits should be at least 4 weeks apart during the established breeding bird
season (March to June inclusive).



General Nesting Birds: To ensure legal compliance, clearance of habitat suitable for
nesting birds should be undertaken outside of the nesting bird season (October –
February). If this is not possible, the following measures must be adhered to:
o

Works must be undertaken in line with a Precautionary Working Method Statement
(PWMS).

o

Prior to any clearance, an ecologist should carry out a nesting bird check of the area
to be cleared.

o

Should an active nesting be identified, the ecologist will employ a 5 metres exclusion
zone around the nest. No further clearance would be permitted in this area until the
nest has fledged.
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The ecologist is to remain and supervise vegetation clearance and identify any
further nests as clearance progresses.



Reptiles: To ensure legal and policy compliance, a 7-day (non-consecutive) reptile
survey of all suitable habitat should be undertaken in accordance with Hill et al. (2005)
and Froglife (1999) to determine presence/absence of reptiles extending to 15 days
survey to determine population size where reptiles are found. Refugia should be set out
and left for a period of 2 weeks to bed down prior to the survey commencing. The survey
should be undertaken between April and September during suitable weather conditions
as defined by Froglife (1999).



Great Crested Newts: To ensure legal compliance and avoid the need for further survey
and a European Protected Species Licence, the area of site that falls between 100 and
250 metres of the closest pond should be reduced by 0.03 hectares. This would change
the assessment under the Natural England rapid risk assessment calculator to GREEN
offence unlikely. The site may be increased in size to the south to compensate for this.



If the above approach is adhered to, measures must also be taken to avoid the
killing/injury of GCN. Prior to the start of works a Precautionary Working Method
Statement (PWMS) must be produced detailing the following procedures which must be
followed when carrying out vegetation removal and ground clearance:
o

All vegetation clearance below 300 millimetres and any ground clearance must take
place between March and October when overnight temperatures are above 5°C.

o

All vegetation removal and ground clearance works are to be supervised by a
suitably qualified ecologist.

o

Prior to the start of works the ecologist is to carry out a fingertip search of the area.

o

The ecologist is to remain to supervise the works and continue to search for GCN as
the site is cleared.

o

If at any point a GCN is found, works must stop and advice sought from Keystone
Ecology.



SPI Invertebrates: To ensure policy compliance, potential impacts to SPI Invertebrates
must be determined and, if required mitigated and/or compensated. In order to do this,
an assessment must be made of the likely value of the site for SPI Invertebrates
according to current Ecological Impact Assessment (EcIA) Guidelines (CIEEM, 2018).



Provided works pose temporary habitat damage only over a short duration, and existing
habitats are reinstated like for like on completion of works a desk based assessment
could be used to predict which SPI species may use the site and thus ecological value
and significance of any adverse effects. The assessment would be made utilising
species habitat preferences.



If permanent habitat loss is proposed, an invertebrate survey should be undertaken in
accordance with current guidance.
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SPI Common Toad: All areas of suitable terrestrial habitat must be cleared following a
PWMS under the direct supervision of a suitably qualified ecologist.



Compensation for loss of habitat is dealt with under paragraph 5.7
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2.0 Introduction
Background
2.1

Keystone Ecology was instructed by MVV Environment Ltd to undertake a Preliminary
Ecological Appraisal (PEA) of a proposed laydown area and compound off Shelton Road, Corby
(Central Grid Reference: SP 91351 90958). It is understood the survey is required to support
a planning application.

2.2

The laydown and compound area are required to facilitate the construction of an energy from
waste facility immediately west of the site which has already been granted planning permission
(planning reference: 19/00027/WASFUL).

Aims and Objectives
2.3

2.4

The aims and objectives of the PEA are to:


Provide the results of an Extended Phase I Habitat Survey and desk study;



Identify key ecological constraints to the proposed development;



Inform design and proposed works methods to allow significant ecological effects to be
avoided or minimised;



Identify further ecological surveys needed to inform Ecological Impact Assessment
(EcIA) and the scope/design of such surveys;



Allow likely mitigation or compensation measures to be developed;



Form the basis for agreeing the scope of an EcIA with the relevant consultees (if
required); and



Highlight opportunities for ecological enhancement.

The following ecological features are relevant to this exercise:


Statutory and local designated wildlife sites;



Habitats of Principal Importance (HPI) in England or local Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP)
habitats and networks of these habitats;



Ancient woodland inventory sites;



Important hedgerows (as defined by The Hedgerows Regulations 1997);



Veteran trees;



Legally protected species;



Species of Principal Importance (SPI) or local BAP species;
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Site Context
2.5

The site is located along the north-eastern perimeter of the Willowbrook Industrial Estate and
comprises an area of grassland and reed beds. The site is approximately 1.7 hectares in size.
To the south lies further areas of grassland. To the west of site lies areas of marshy grassland
and Shelton Road. The Corby Northern Orbital Road (CNOR) lies to the north and east of site.

2.6

Large car forecourts lie further to the west of the site, with numerous steel clad industrial units
located further to the south. A potential Local Wildlife Site (pLWS), largely comprising areas of
woodland associated with the former Tata Steelworks lies further to the north-west. Further
east of the CNOR lies an area of recently cleared land.

6

Shelton Road, Corby – Laydown Area
Preliminary Ecological Appraisal

July 2020

3.0 Methodology
3.1

This report has been produced with reference to BS 42020:2013 Biodiversity - Code of Practice
for Planning, Guidelines for Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (CIEEM, 2017) and with CIEEM
Report Writing Guidelines (CIEEM, 2017).

Desk Study
3.2

Information from Northamptonshire Biodiversity Records Centre (NBRC) was received, and
Natural England site designations accessed on 18th May 2018. Refer to Appendix 1 for details
of records requested, search radii and sources of information.

Field Survey
3.3

The Extended Phase I Habitat Survey was undertaken on 2nd July 2020 by an Ecologist from
Keystone Ecology (Tas Adcock, MSc, BSc (Hons), ACIEEM). The survey area is illustrated in
Drawing Number: 203062/5/dwg1.

3.4

Phase I Habitat Survey (JNCC, 2010) is a standard technique for obtaining baseline ecological
information for large areas of land in which the main vegetation types present within the survey
area are mapped using a standard set of habitat categories.

3.5

In addition to mapping, each of the main habitats within the survey area was described;
including details of component plant species abundances (recorded using the DAFOR scale1).

3.6

Incidental observations of protected and/or SPI/local BAP species and the potential for such
species to occur on site (and in the surrounding landscape where relevant) were also noted;
however, no specific protected/SPI/local BAP species surveys were undertaken. The potential
of the site for foraging/commuting bats has been determined in accordance with Table 4.1 of
Collins (2016).

Nomenclature
3.7

The English names of flora and fauna species are given in the main text of this report. Scientific
names are used only in the absence of English names. Vascular plants and Charophytes follow
the nomenclature of The Botanical Society for the British Isles database (2007) with all other
flora and fauna following the UK Species Inventory (Natural History Museum, 2016).

Limitations
3.8

The results of the survey and assessment work undertaken by Keystone Ecology are
representative at the time of surveying.

3.9

This document does not contain a comprehensive list of botanical species on site. Only plant
species characteristic of each habitat and incidental observations of notable plant species were
recorded. In addition, many plant species are only evident at certain times of the year and so
some plant species may have gone undetected.

1

D = Dominant, A = Abundant, F = Frequent, O = Occasional, R = Rare
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3.10

The data held by consultees may not be exhaustive. The absence of records does not
necessarily indicate absence of a species/habitat from an area but rather that these have not
been recorded or are perhaps under-recorded within the search area.

3.11

The accuracy of data held by consultees varies due to the quality and scale that they were
digitised to, the supporting information used to define locations/boundaries and also sensitivity
of the data itself. Keystone Ecology cannot take responsibility for the accuracy of external data
sources and as such discrepancies and inaccuracies may occur.

3.12

NBRC do not hold information on important hedgerows, veteran trees or ancient woodland less
than 2 hectares in size.

3.13

Unless otherwise stated survey grid references have been recorded using a hand-held GPS
receiver (Garmin GPS map 60CSX) with a manufacturer’s stated accuracy of 3-5 metres when
not in tree canopy, steep terrain or other enclosed environments.
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4.0 Results and Evaluation2
Sites and Habitats Identified by the Desk Study
4.1

Sites and habitats identified by the desk study are presented in Table 1.

Table 1: Sites and Habitats Identified by the Desk Study
Name

Distance from
Proposed
Development
Site (m)

Details

Potential Constraint

Rutland Water is a large eutrophic man-made pump
storage reservoir created by the damming of the
Gwash Valley in 1975. The reservoir is in a lowland
setting receiving the majority of its water from the
Nene (90%) and Welland (10%). In general, the
reservoir is drawn down in the summer and filled
during the autumn and winter months when river
levels are high. The lagoons are one of the most
important areas for wintering and breeding wildfowl.
The reservoir regularly supports internationally
important numbers of Gadwall and Northern
Shoveler and nationally important numbers of 8
other species of wildfowl.

No - given the scale of the development and
the distance to the Ramsar Site, no adverse
impacts on the integrity of the site and its
qualifying species are predicted.

European Statutory Sites
Rutland Water Ramsar site

2

14,369

An indication of the ecological value of features present has not been undertaken because those features identified as ecological features that are potential constraints to development will typically
require further survey to make this valuation.
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Distance from
Proposed
Development
Site (m)

Details

Potential Constraint

No - given the scale of the development and
the distance to these, no adverse impacts on
the integrity of the sites and their qualifying
species are predicted.

Rutland Water SPA

14,369

The site qualifies as a wetland of international
importance by regularly supporting, in winter, over
20,000 waterfowl. It regularly supports in winter,
internationally or nationally important numbers of;
Great Crested Grebe, Mute Swan, Wigeon, Gadwell,
Teal, Shoveler, Tufted Duck, Goldeneye, Goosander
and Coot.

Upper Nene Valley Gravel Pits
Ramsar site

13,243

This chain of both active and disused sand and
gravel pits form an extensive series of shallow and
deep open waters which occur in association with a
wide range of marginal features, such as sparselyvegetated islands, gravel bars and shorelines and
habitats including reed swamp, marsh, wet ditches,
rush pasture, rough grassland and scattered scrub.
This range of habitats and the varied topography of
the lagoons provide valuable resting and feeding
conditions for concentrations of wintering waterbirds,
especially ducks and waders. Species such as
Golden Plover and Lapwing also spend time feeding
and roosting on surrounding agricultural land outside
the Ramsar Site.
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Distance from
Proposed
Development
Site (m)
13,243

Details

Potential Constraint

The site qualifies under Article 4.1 of the Birds
Directive (Directive 2009/147/EC) as it is used
regularly by 1% or more of Great Britain’s
populations of Golden Plover and Bittern. The site
also qualifies under Article 4.2 of the Directive as it
is used regularly by Gadwall.

No - given the scale of the development and
the distance to the SPA, no adverse impacts
on the integrity of the site and its qualifying
species are predicted.

The site also qualifies under Article 4.2 as it is used
by more than 20,000 waterbirds in any season.
National Statutory Sites Designated for Bats and Birds
Eye Brook Reservoir SSSI

9,008

A major wetland area which combines an extensive
sheet of open water with a complex of wetland and
lakeside habitats including mudflats, marsh,
pasture, broad-leaved woodland, and broad-leaved,
mixed and coniferous plantations. In autumn and
winter the site attracts large numbers of ducks most
notably Wigeon, Mallard, Teal and Pochard, while
in spring and autumn flocks of a wide variety of
wading birds on passage use the area for feeding.
Additionally, the woodlands and plantations provide
a winter-feeding habitat for a variety of birds, while
the mix of terrestrial habitats supports a diverse
breeding bird community.

No - the Sites do not fall within a SSSI
Impact Risk Zone indicating that an energy
recovery facility, or similar such
development including associated
construction infrastructure, would generate
noise/pollutants that would have a negative
effect on the particular sensitivities of
features for which these SSSI are notified.
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Distance from
Proposed
Development
Site (m)

Bulwick Meadows SSSI

5,573

Details

Two adjacent meadows occupying the valley side
and flood plain of the Willow Brook. Water draining
from the Lower Lincolnshire Limestone emerges as
seepage areas where it meets the more impervious
Lower Estuarine Series deposits. This, together
with the high water table of the valley floor alluvium
has given rise to a complex mosaic of marshy
grassland communities. The meadows are the only
known Northamptonshire locality for Flat Sedge and
Common Bistort and have added importance for the
presence of breeding Snipe - of which there may
not be more than 30 pairs in the county.

Potential Constraint

No - the Sites do not fall within a SSSI
Impact Risk Zone indicating that an energy
recovery facility, or similar such
development including associated
construction infrastructure, would generate
noise/pollutants that would have a negative
effect on the particular sensitivities of
features for which these SSSIs are notified.

National Statutory Sites
None within search parameters.
Local Wildlife Sites Designated for Bats
None within search parameters.
Local Wildlife Sites
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Name

Distance from
Proposed
Development
Site (m)

Details

Potential Constraint

Potential Local Wildlife Sites

Immediately
adjacent to site

The pLWS, associated with the former Tata
Steelworks, supports a matrix of habitats, including
deciduous woodland, scrub, grassland, and the
Willow Brook which runs near to its southern
margin. Waterbodies are also present. The site is
unmanaged with large volumes of fly tipped waste
present.

Yes – Accidental damage, air and water
pollution and/or dust deposition during
construction and operation could generate
negative effects on the condition of terrestrial
and riparian (Willow Brook) habitats within
the pLWS. The proximity of the site to the
pLWS may cause degradation of the pLWS.

Nearby woodland is reasonably isolated by
infrastructure.

Yes - Dust deposition and/or air pollution
during construction and operation could
cause deterioration in habitat quality.
Construction could cause accidental
damage to trees along the southern edge of
the woodland due to proximity. The proximity
of the site to the woodland may cause
degradation of the woodland.

HPI and Ancient Woodland (No. / Closest)
Deciduous Woodland

8/adjacent to site

No ancient woodland within search parameters.
Important Hedgerows and Veteran Trees (No. / Closest)
No information on important
hedgerow or veteran trees available.
Key to site designations: Special Area of Conservation; SPA - Special Protection Area; SSSI - Site of Special Scientific Interest.
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Habitats Identified on Site
4.2

The following habitats were identified on site during the course of the field survey (the
distribution of these habitats is shown in Drawing Number: 182835/9/dwg1):


Dense Scrub



Native Species Poor Hedgerow



Semi-improved Neutral Grassland

Semi-improved Neutral Grassland/ Bare Ground/Reed Mosaic Dense Scrub
4.3

Dense scrub on site is concentrated in a small area immediately west of the hedgerow and
features frequent Alder and silver Birch saplings. Bramble, Hawthorn, Blackthorn and Goat
Willow occur occasionally.

Native Species Poor Hedgerow
4.4

The hedgerow on the eastern boundary is unmanaged and has become tall and leggy. Ash,
Alder and Hawthorn all occur frequently. Silver Birch and Goat Willow occur occasionally. The
ground flora is dominated by Wood False Broom.

Semi-improved Neutral Grassland
4.5

Grassland in the western portion of site is unmanaged and has a dense thatch. Meadow Fescue
is abundant. Cock’s-foot, False Oat-grass, Common Bent, Creeping Bent, Wood Small-Reed,
Hard Rush, Ragwort, Yarrow, Field Forget-me-knot, Oxeye Daisy, Creeping Thistle, Perforate
St Johns Wort, Hairy St Johns Wort and Creeping Buttercup occur occasionally. Common
Reed, Birds Foot Trefoil and Common Knapweed occur rarely.

Semi-improved Neutral Grassland/Bare Ground/Reed Mosaic
4.6

Habitats in the eastern portion of the site are made up of a mosaic of Grassland (50%) Bare
Ground (25%) and stands of Common Reed (25%). Bare ground areas are yet to be colonised
after having been recently worked. Reed areas are dominated by Common Reed with a sparse
ground flora of the same composition as grassland areas. Grassland habitats comprise
frequent Creeping Bent and Ribwort Plantain. Cock’s-foot, Tufted Hair-grass, False Oat-grass,
Soft Brome, Creeping Cinquefoil and Oxeye Daisy. Common Bent, Meadow Fescue, Red
Fescue, Yorkshire Fog, Perforated St Johns Wort, Hairy St Johns Wort, Common Vetch, Hard
Rush, Bramble, Creeping Thistle and Prickly Ox-Tongue occur occasionally. Birds Foot Trefoil
and Soft Rush occur rarely.

HPI and Local BAP Habitats, and Networks of these Habitats Identified
on Site
4.7

Dense scrub is not an HPI or LBAP habitat.
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4.8

Species Poor Hedgerow on site qualifies as the HPI Hedgerow as it has more than 80% cover
of at least one woody species.

4.9

Semi Improved Neutral Grassland on site potentially qualifies as the HPI Lowland Meadows.
Semi Improved Neutral Grassland/Bare Ground/Reed mosaic potentially qualifies as the HPI
Open Mosaic Habitats on Previously Developed Land.

Protected Species
4.10

The possibility that protected species will pose a constraint to the proposed development is
evaluated for each of the main protected species/groups in Table 2, based on assessment of
habitat suitability and other relevant factors, such as:


National distribution of each species/group;



Previous records of species occurrence obtained through the desk study;



Connectivity to suitable habitats in the surrounding landscape;



Field signs (e.g. tracks, droppings, direct sightings) suggesting presence of species
within or near to the site;



Probability of the proposed development having an adverse impact on the species/group
if present.

SPI and Local BAP Species
4.11

The possibility that SPI or local BAP species will pose a constraint to the proposed development
is evaluated in Table 3 using the same evaluation criteria as Table 2 (refer to Paragraph 4.10).
Given the large number of SPI and local BAP species, these have only been included in the
table if present in the desk study records and/or observed on site during the field survey.

Contribution to the Wider Green Infrastructure Resource
4.12

The site is directly connected to habitats within the pLWS to the north and undeveloped land to
the east. Therefore, natural and, in particular, linear habitat types on site contribute to the wider
green infrastructure resource. The amount of natural habitat in the vicinity of the site is heavily
constrained by development i.e. Corby Northern Orbital Road, the Rockingham Speedway and
several large industrial estates, therefore, on site green infrastructure is valuable within such
an urban setting.

4.13

The site forms part of the Nene Valley Nature Improvement Area (NIA). Nene Valley NIA covers
an area of 41,000 hectares through the centre of Northamptonshire and overlaps the Site.
Including the River Nene and 5 of its tributaries, it is centred on the Upper Nene Valley Gravel
Pits SPA, designated for wintering wildfowl. The Nene Valley supports a vast diversity of
species in a variety of habitats including reservoirs, wildflower meadows, wet woodland, grazing
marshes and urban areas. The NIA seeks to deliver a net gain in biodiversity by 2020 through
growth and development, improving the ecological status of the river, enhancing the ecological
service provision and enhancing public awareness and benefits of the area in a sustainable
way.
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The hedgerow on site is to be breached, potentially severing linear links to wider green
infrastructure and loss of grassland and mosaic habitats would represent a significant loss to
the wider green infrastructure resource.

Invasive Species
4.15

There are no records of invasive species within 0.5 kilometres of the site.

4.16

No invasive species were recorded on site.
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Table 2: Protected Species Constraints Evaluation
Species/
Group

Desk Study Record

Bats

None within search
parameters.

SPI

LBAP

Potential Habitat

Other Relevant
Factors

Potential
Constraint?

Trees on site and immediately adjacent to
the site have negligible potential for
roosting bats (Collins, 2016).

The hedgerow on site is
to be breached.

Yes

(No. of Records /
Closest Minimum
Distance from Proposed
Development Site (m))

*

*

The defunct building adjacent to the site
has negligible potential for roosting bats
(Collins, 2016).
The site has moderate potential for
commuting and foraging bats.

The eastern portion of
the site is well lit from
the road.
Works will be carried out
during the day.
Clearance of scrub,
grassland and mosaic
habitat is required.

Badger

6/184

The site contains suitable sett building
habitat for Badger.

No signs of Badger were
found on site or within
30 metres of site.

No

Dormouse

None within search
parameters.

Dense scrub and hedgerow on site
provide suitable habitat for Dormice.

Habitat on site in
combination with
connected suitable off
site habitat is of
insufficient size to
support a viable
population of Dormice
(Bright et al 2006).

No
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Species/
Group

Desk Study Record

Otter

None within search
parameters.
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SPI

LBAP

Potential Habitat

Other Relevant
Factors

Potential
Constraint?

No suitable habitat on site, however
Willow Brook and woodland to the north
provides suitable foraging and holt
building habitat.

Works are proposed
within 150 metres of
habitat that could
support breeding Otters.

Yes

(No. of Records /
Closest Minimum
Distance from Proposed
Development Site (m))

Noise generating
activities on site could
disturb Otter in a place
of rest.
Water Vole

None within search
parameters.

None present.

-

No

Specially
Protected
Birds

None within search
parameters.

Scrub, reeds and hedgerow on site
provides suitable nesting habitat for
Bearded Tit, Marsh Warbler and Cetti’s
Warbler.

Scrub, reeds, and
hedgerow will be lost as
part of the proposed
works.

Yes

All Other Birds

None within search
parameters.

Dense scrub, unmanaged grassland,
reeds and hedgerow provide suitable
nesting habitat for a range of common
species.

Clearance of suitable
habitat will be required
to facilitate works.

Yes

3

Refer to Table 3 for SPI species of Bird

4

Refer to Table 3 for SPI species of Bird

n/a3

n/a4
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Reptiles

Great Crested
Newt

July 2020

Potential Habitat

Other Relevant
Factors

Potential
Constraint?

Common Lizard (1/233)

Grassland mosaic habitats and rubble
piles provide suitable foraging habitat and
refugia for reptiles.

Clearance of suitable
habitat will be required
to facilitate works.

Yes

5/124

Grassland, mosaic habitats and rubble
piles provide suitable foraging habitat and
refugia for Great Crested Newts.

Closest pond is 155
metres to the north.

Yes

SPI

LBAP

(No. of Records /
Closest Minimum
Distance from Proposed
Development Site (m))

11 ponds within 500 metres.

Surveys in 2014 found
this pond to support a
medium sized GCN
population that is part of
a large meta-population
(Deltasimons, 2014).
Using the Natural
England rapid risk
assessment calculator,
the loss of 0.53 hectares
of terrestrial habitat
between 100 and 250
from a breeding pond
and 1.16 hectares of
terrestrial habitat
between 250 and 500
metres of a breeding
pond is AMBER offence
likely.
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Potential Habitat

Other Relevant
Factors

Potential
Constraint?

None within search
parameters.

None present.

-

No

White-clawed
Crayfish

None within search
parameters.

None present.

-

No

Plants

None within search
parameters.

None present.

-

No

SPI

LBAP

(No. of Records /
Closest Minimum
Distance from Proposed
Development Site (m))

*Status dependant on species
Table 3: SPI and Local BAP Species Constraints Evaluation
Species/
Group

Desk Study Record

Amphibians

Common Toad (3/124)

SPI

LBAP

Potential Habitat

Other Relevant Factors

Potential
Constraint?

Grassland, mosaic habitats and
rubble piles provide suitable
foraging habitat and refugia for
Common Toad.

Suitable habitat will be lost.

Yes
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In spite of the lack of records of SPI invertebrates, due to the diversity of flora on site, it is
considered that there is potential for a number of SPI invertebrates to be present. As all suitable
habitats on site are being lost, SPI invertebrates are considered a constraint.
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5.0 Relevant Legislation and Policy
5.1

This section sets out the wildlife legislation and policy relevant (or potentially relevant pending
further survey) to the proposed development based on the findings of the desk study and field
survey. Please note that this legal information is a summary and intended for general guidance
only. The original legal documents should be consulted for definitive information. Web
addresses providing access to the full text of these documents are given in the References
Section.

5.2

The legislation protection afforded to species that could be affected by the proposed
development is detailed in Table 4.

Table 4: Legislation Protection Afforded to Species that could Potentially be Affected by the
Proposed Development
Species

Legal Status

European Protected
Bats, Otter, Great Crested
Newts

These animal species and their breeding sites or resting places are
protected under Regulation 41 of the Conservation of Habitats and
Species Regulations 2010 (as amended), which makes it illegal to:
Deliberately capture, injure or kill any such animal or to deliberately
take or destroy their eggs;
Deliberately disturb5 such an animal;
Damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of such an animal.
European Protected Species (EPS) licences can be granted by
Natural England in respect of development to permit activities that
would otherwise be unlawful under the Conservation Regulations,
providing that the following 3 tests (set out in the EC Habitats
Directive) are passed:


The development is for reasons of overriding public interest;



There is no satisfactory alternative; and



The favourable conservation status of the
concerned will be maintained and/or enhanced.

species

Under Regulation 9(5) of the Conservation Regulations, Planning
Authorities have a legal duty to ‘have regard to the requirements of
the EC Habitats Directive in the exercise of their functions’. This
means that they must consider the above 3 tests when determining
whether Planning Permission should be granted for developments
likely to cause an offence under the Conservation Regulations. As a
consequence, Planning Applications for such developments must
demonstrate that the 3 tests will be passed.

5

Under the Conservation Regulations, disturbance of protected animals includes in particular any disturbance which is likely
to: (i) impair their ability to survive, breed or reproduce, or to rear or nurture their young or to hibernate or migrate; (ii)
significantly affect the local distribution or abundance of the species in question.
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Legal Status

Nationally Protected
Bats, Great Crested Newts,
Otter

These animals receive full protection under the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended by the Countryside and Rights
of Way Act 2000), which makes it illegal (subject to exceptions) to:
Intentionally kill, injure or take any such animal;
Intentionally or recklessly damage, destroy or obstruct any place
used for shelter or protection by any such animal;
Intentionally or recklessly disturb such animals while they occupy a
place used for shelter or protection.

Adder, Common Lizard,
Grass Snake, Slow-worm

These animals receive limited protection under The Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended by the Countryside and Rights
of Way Act 2000), which makes it illegal to intentionally kill or injure
any such animal.

Nesting Birds (general)

All wild birds are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act
1981 (as amended by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000),
which makes it illegal (subject to exceptions) to:
Intentionally kill, injure or take any wild bird;
Take, damage or destroy the nest (whilst being built or in use) or
eggs of any wild bird.

Bearded Tit, Cetti’s Warbler,
Marsh Warbler

Special penalties relate to offences concerning birds listed on
Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).
In addition to the offences detailed above relating to all wild birds, it
is illegal to intentionally or recklessly disturb any Schedule 1 bird or
their dependent young while nesting.

5.3

Section 40 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 (the NERC Act) places
a legal duty on public bodies, including planning authorities, to ‘have regard’ to the conservation
of biodiversity when carrying out their normal functions, which includes consideration of
planning applications.

5.4

In compliance with Section 41 of the NERC Act, the Secretary of State has published a list of
species and habitats considered to be of principal importance for conserving biodiversity in
England under the UK Post-2010 Biodiversity Framework. This is referred to as the list of
Species/Habitats of Principal Importance in England, of which there are 56 habitats (HPI) and
943 species (SPI). The list is used to guide planning authorities in implementing their duty
under the NERC Act.

National Planning Policy
5.5

The NPPF set out the Government’s planning policies for England and how these are expected
to be applied. At the heart of the NPPF is a presumption in favour of sustainable development.
This presumption does not apply where development requiring Appropriate Assessment under
the Birds or Habitats Directives is being considered, planned or determined.
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The NPPF states that:
‘When determining planning applications, local planning authorities should aim to conserve and
enhance biodiversity by applying the following principles:


if significant harm resulting from a development cannot be avoided (through locating on
an alternative site with less harmful impacts), adequately mitigated, or, as a last resort,
compensated for, then planning permission should be refused;



proposed development on land within or outside a Site of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSI) likely to have an adverse effect on a SSSI (either individually or in combination
with other developments) should not normally be permitted. Where an adverse effect on
the site’s notified special interest features is likely, an exception should only be made
where the benefits of the development, at this site, clearly outweigh both the impacts that
it is likely to have on the features of the site that make it of special scientific interest and
any broader impacts on the national network of SSSIs;



development proposals where the primary objective is to conserve or enhance
biodiversity should be permitted;



opportunities to incorporate biodiversity in and around developments should be
encouraged;



planning permission should be refused for development resulting in the loss or
deterioration of irreplaceable habitats, including ancient woodland and the loss of aged
or veteran trees found outside ancient woodland, unless the need for, and benefits of,
the development in that location clearly outweigh the loss; and



the following wildlife sites should be given the same protection as European sites:
potential Special Protection Areas (SPA) and possible Special Areas of Conservation
(SAC); listed or proposed Ramsar sites; and sites identified, or required, as
compensatory measures for adverse effects on European sites, potential SPAs, possible
SACs, and listed or proposed Ramsar sites.’

5.7

Under the NPPF, the Planning Authority has a responsibility to promote the preservation,
restoration and re-creation of priority habitats, ecological networks and the protection and
recovery of priority species populations, linked to national and local targets, and identify suitable
indicators for monitoring biodiversity in the plan.

5.8

Also under the NPPF the planning system should contribute to and enhance the natural and
local environment by minimising impacts on biodiversity and providing net gains in biodiversity
where possible, contributing to the Government’s commitment to halt the overall decline in
biodiversity, including by establishing coherent ecological networks that are more resilient to
current and future pressures.

Local Planning Policy
5.9

North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (adopted 2011 and extending to 2031)
acknowledges that the local area has a low biodiversity offer, with habitats already fragmented
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Relevant policies relating to



Policy 4: Biodiversity: This policy seeks the protection of existing biodiversity assets and
assets offsite which could be affected by adverse effects of noise, air and light pollution.
A net gain for biodiversity should be sought and any impact to an asset should firstly be
avoided and if this is not possible mitigated for and as a last resort compensated.



Policy 6: Development on Brownfield Land: This policy welcomes the delivery of
development through the reuse of previously developed land.



Policy 19: The Delivery of Green Infrastructure: This policy does not permit development
that would compromise the integrity of the overall green infrastructure network in the
locality.

Northamptonshire’s Mineral and Waste Local Plan (2017) also has objectives for protecting and
enhancing the natural environment including landscaping, habitats and species. Objective 10
in this document recognises the importance of conserving and enhancing the built and natural
environment through sensitive working, and where necessary, high standards of mitigation to
address adverse impacts of minerals and waste development.
Developments in
Northamptonshire must not damage or destroy the county’s natural assets and, where possible,
efforts to enhance existing and planned green infrastructure networks should be sought.
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6.0 Discussion and Recommendations
Overview of Potential Ecological Constraints Associated with the
Proposed Development
6.1

The following sites, habitats and species have been identified as potential constraints to the
proposed development:


Potential Local Wildlife Site (pLWS)/HPI Woodland (Off site)



Contribution to the Wider Green Infrastructure Resource



HPI – Hedgerow



Potential HPI - Lowland Meadows and Open Mosaic Habitats on Previously Developed
Land



Bats (Commuting and Foraging)



Otter



Bearded Tit, Cetti’s Warbler and Marsh Warbler



General Nesting Birds



Reptiles



Great Crested Newts



SPI Invertebrates



SPI Common Toad

Further Survey and Mitigation
Potential Local Wildlife Site (pLWS)/HPI Woodland (Off Site)
6.2

Retained trees must be suitably protected during the construction phase. Minimum distances
between the construction area and retained vegetation must be defined by a suitably qualified
person and in compliance with the British Standard BS5837:2012 Trees in relation to design,
demolition and construction. Protective fencing should be set up delineating a 10 metre buffer
zone and also follow specification set out in BS 5837:2012 Trees in relation to design,
demolition and construction and be installed prior to commencement.

6.3

During both the construction and operational phases, methods of working should comply with
The Environment Agency Pollution Prevention Guidelines to avoid potential impacts from
sediment/pollution discharge upon terrestrial and aquatic habitats within the pLWS.
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To avoid environmental impacts the following avoidance measures should be considered
during the construction phase, as appropriate:


All vehicles should switch off engines when not in use i.e. no idling vehicles should occur
on site;



No site runoff of water or mud should be allowed;



Ensure stockpiles are kept for the shortest time possible and if necessary, the use of
sprinklers and hoses for dampening of exposed soil and materials should be employed;



Ensure an adequate supply of water on site if using sprinklers and hoses for dust
suppression;



Where possible, enclosed chutes and covered skips should be used;



Observation of wind speed and direction prior to conducting dust-generating activities to
determine the potential for dust nuisance to occur, avoiding potentially dust-generating
activities during periods when wind direction may carry dust into sensitive areas and
avoiding dust-generating operations during periods of high or gusty winds;



Completed earthworks should be covered or vegetated as soon as is practicable;



Regular inspection of local highways and site boundaries to check for dust deposits (and
removal if necessary);



Visual inspection of site perimeter to check for dust deposition (evident as soiling and
marking) on vegetation, cars and other objects and taking remedial measures if
necessary;



Use of dust-suppressed tools for all operations;



Ensure all construction plant and equipment is maintained in good working order;



Ensure an adequate supply of equipment on site to clean up dry spillages;



Only use registered waste carriers to remove waste from site; and



No unauthorised burning of any material anywhere on site.

Contribution to the Wider Green Infrastructure Resource
6.5

Local Planning Policy 19 states that development that would compromise the integrity of the
overall green infrastructure network in the locality is not permitted. Therefore, in the first
instance, as much of this habitat type on site should be retained as possible.

6.6

Where possible, habitats should be restored to their original status on site following the
completion of works.
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Where the loss of habitat contributing to the wider green infrastructure resource cannot be
avoided, a compensation strategy, to be agreed with the Local Planning Authority, must be
devised.

HPI – Hedgerow
6.8

As a portion of the hedgerow must be cleared to make way for the proposed haul road, a
hedgerow assessment must be undertaken to determine if the hedgerow is ecologically or
historically important under the Hedgerows Regulations (1997).

6.9

Following the completion, the gap in the hedgerow must be re-instated.

6.10

Where hedgerow is to be retained this must be protected. Protective fencing should be set up
1 metre from the retained hedgerow where this meets the proposed haul road. Fencing should
follow specification set out in BS 5837:2012 Trees in relation to design, demolition and
construction and be installed prior to commencement.

Potential HPI- Lowland Meadows, and Open Mosaic Habitats on Previously
Developed Land.
6.11

Planning Policy as set out in Section 5.0 of this report states that HPI/LBAP habitats should be
retained in situ and that any unavoidable loss must be compensated for. Therefore, as much
of these potential HPI habitat types on site should be retained as possible.

6.12

If loss of potential HPI/LBAP habitats cannot be avoided, a National Vegetation Classification
(NVC) survey will be required to determine whether the habitats qualify, the condition of the
habitats if they do and their relative ecological value in order to inform a compensation strategy,
to be agreed with the Local Planning Authority.

Bats (Commuting and Foraging)
6.13

To ensure policy compliance, potential impacts to commuting and foraging bats must be
determined and, if required mitigated and/or compensated. In order to do this, an assessment
must be made of the likely value of the site for commuting and foraging bats according to current
Ecological Impact Assessment (EcIA) Guidelines (CIEEM, 2018).

6.14

Provided works pose temporary habitat damage only over a short duration, and existing
habitats are reinstated like for like on completion of works a desk based assessment could be
used to predict which species may use the site, the extent of activity and thus ecological value
and significance of any adverse effects. The assessment would be made utilising data on
species known to reside within the wider area, species habitat preferences from the latest bat
survey guidelines (Collins, 2016) and the likely roosting opportunities present on site and in the
vicinity.

6.15

If permanent habitat loss is proposed, bat activity surveys should be undertaken in accordance
with Collins (2016).
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Otter
6.16

To ensure legal compliance, both banks of the off-site watercourse that fall within 150 metres
of site should be subject to an Otter survey.

Bearded Tit, Cetti’s Warbler and Marsh Warbler
6.17

To establish use of the site by Schedule 1 birds and determine likely impacts, avoidance,
mitigation and/or compensation measures, a breeding bird survey should be carried out. Three
visits would provide sufficient data with which to determine the assemblage of birds using the
site. The visits should be at least 4 weeks apart during the established breeding bird season
(March to June inclusive).

General Nesting Birds
6.18

To ensure legal compliance, clearance of habitat suitable for nesting birds should be
undertaken outside of the nesting bird season (October – February). If this is not possible, the
following measures must be adhered to:


Works must be undertaken in line with a Precautionary Working Method Statement
(PWMS).



Prior to any clearance, an ecologist should carry out a nesting bird check of the area to
be cleared.



Should an active nesting be identified, the ecologist will employ a 5 metres exclusion
zone around the nest. No further clearance would be permitted in this area until the nest
has fledged.



The ecologist is to remain and supervise vegetation clearance and identify any further
nests as clearance progresses.

Reptiles
6.19

To ensure legal and policy compliance, a 7-day (non-consecutive) reptile survey of all suitable
habitat should be undertaken in accordance with Hill et al. (2005) and Froglife (1999) to
determine presence/absence of reptiles extending to 15 days survey to determine population
size where reptiles are found. Refugia should be set out and left for a period of 2 weeks to bed
down prior to the survey commencing. The survey should be undertaken between April and
September during suitable weather conditions as defined by Froglife (1999).

Great Crested Newts
6.20

To ensure legal compliance and avoid the need for further survey and a European Protected
Species Licence, the area of site that falls between 100 and 250 metres of the closest pond
should be reduced by 0.03 hectares. This would change the assessment under the Natural
England rapid risk assessment calculator to GREEN offence unlikely. The site may be
increased in size to the south to compensate for this.
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If the above approach is adhered to, measures must also be taken to avoid the killing/injury of
GCN. Prior to the start of works a Precautionary Working Method Statement (PWMS) must be
produced detailing the following procedures which must be followed when carrying out
vegetation removal and ground clearance:


All vegetation clearance below 300 millimetres and any ground clearance must take
place between March and October when overnight temperatures are above 5°C



All vegetation removal and ground clearance works are to be supervised by a suitably
qualified ecologist.



Prior to the start of works the ecologist is to carry out a fingertip search of the area.



The ecologist is to remain to supervise the works and continue to search for GCN as the
site is cleared.



If at any point a GCN is found, works must stop and advice sought from Keystone
Ecology.

SPI Invertebrates
6.22

To ensure policy compliance, potential impacts to SPI Invertebrates must be determined and,
if required mitigated and/or compensated. In order to do this, an assessment must be made of
the likely value of the site for SPI Invertebrates according to current Ecological Impact
Assessment (EcIA) Guidelines (CIEEM, 2018).

6.23

Provided works pose temporary habitat damage only over a short duration, and existing
habitats are reinstated like for like on completion of works a desk based assessment could be
used to predict which SPI species may use the site and thus ecological value and significance
of any adverse effects. The assessment would be made utilising species habitat preferences.

6.24

If permanent habitat loss is proposed, an invertebrate survey should be undertaken in
accordance with current guidance.

SPI Common Toad
6.25

All areas of suitable terrestrial habitat must be cleared following a PWMS under the direct
supervision of a suitably qualified ecologist.

6.26

Compensation for loss of habitat is dealt with under paragraph 6.7.

Opportunities for Biodiversity Enhancement
6.27

In accordance with national and local planning policy, opportunities for biodiversity
enhancement (above and beyond those required to mitigate for the identified impacts) are set
out below:


3 x Schwegler 2F bat boxes installed at least 3 metres above ground on suitable trees
to the north of site.



3 x Schwegler 1B Nest Boxes installed on suitable trees to the north of site.
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3 x Schwegler Insect Nesting Aid, wood-concrete installed on suitable trees to the north.



Planting/seeding schemes should incorporate plant species suitable for attracting a
diversity of invertebrates that are a food source for foraging bats refers to Appendix 2 for
further details.
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Appendix 1
Desk Study Details
Record Type

Search
Radius
(km) 6

Source(s) 7

Sites and Habitats
European statutory
sites

15

Locations:

National statutory sites
designated for bats and
birds

10

National statutory sites

2

www.gov.uk/protected-or-designated-areas

Local wildlife sites
designated for bats

2

Local biological records centre

Local wildlife sites,
important hedgerows
and veteran trees

0.5

Local biological records centre

Habitats of Principal
Importance

0.5

Natural England GIS Digital Boundary Database:
www.gis.naturalengland.org.uk/pubs/gis/tech_ds.htm

Ancient woodland

0.5

Natural England GIS Digital Boundary Database8:
www.gis.naturalengland.org.uk/pubs/gis/tech_ds.htm

Waterbodies

0.5

Ordnance Survey Street View

Natural England GIS Digital Boundary Database:
www.gis.naturalengland.org.uk/pubs/gis/tech_ds.htm
Citations:
Natural England Site Designations:

Google Maps
Species9
Bats, Otters and Water
Voles
Other Protected
species10

2

Local biological records centre

0.5

Local biological records centre

6

In each case the search included the site and the specified area beyond the site boundary. Search radius was based on the
professional judgement of the ecologist leading this appraisal with reference to current guidelines for ecological report writing
(CIEEM, 2015).

7

Natural England GIS Digital Boundary Database accessed on 2nd January 2016 unless otherwise stated.

8

Only ancient woodland sites that were over 2 ha on the 1920's base maps are included on the inventory.

9

Records over 10 years old are excluded.

10

Birds only included if listed under the Wildlife & Countryside Act Sch 1. All species protected from sale only are excluded.
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Record Type

SPI and local BAP
species

11

Search
Radius
(km) 6
0.5
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Source(s) 7

Local biological records centre11

With reference to UK Biodiversity Action Reporting System if local BAP status is not indicated by information provided.
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Appendix 2
Plant Species Suitable for Attracting a Diversity of
Invertebrates for Foraging Bats
(From Bat Conservation Trust, 2004)
Flowers for Borders
English Name

Scientific Name

Flower Timing

St John’s Wort

Hypericum sp. (P)

March

Marigolds

Calendula (H/A)

March - October

Aubretia

A. delltoidea (P)

March - June

Honesty

Lunaria rediva (HB)

March

Forget-me-not

Myosotis sp. (A/P)

March - May

Elephant Ears

Bergenia (P)

April

Wallflowers

Erysimum (B)

April - June

Cranesbills

Geranium sp. (P)

May - September

Yarrow

Achillea (P)

May

Poppies

Papaver sp. (A)

May - July

Dames Violet

Hesperis matronalis (P)

May - August

Red Valerian

Centranthus ruber (P)

May - September

Poached Egg Plant

Limnanthes (HA)

June - August

Knapweed

Centaurea nigra (P)

June - September

Ox-eye Daisy

Leucanthemum vulgare (P)

June - August

Evening Primrose

Oenathera biennis (B)

June - September

Candytuft

Iberis umbellata (HA)

June - September

Sweet William

Dianthus barbatus (B)

June - July

Blanket Flowers

Gaillardia (P)

June

Verbena

V.bonariensis (HHA)

June - October

Scabious

Knautia arvensis (P)

July - August

Night-scented Stock

Mattiola bicornia (HA)

July - August

Pincushion Flower

Scabious sp. (A/P)

July - September

Cherry Pie

Hheliotrope (HHA)

July - October

Mexican Aster

Cosmos sp. (A/P)

July - October

Cone Flower

Rudbeckia sp. (A/P)

August - November

Mallow

Lavatera sp. (P)

August - October

Michaelmas Daisy

Aster sp. (P)

August - September

Ice Plant ‘Pink Lady’

Sedum spectabile (P)

September
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Fennel

Foeniculum vulgare

July - September

Bergamot

Monarda didyma

June - September

Sweet Cicely

Myrrhis odorata

April - June

Hyssop

Hyssopus officianlis

July - September

Feverfew

Tanacetum parthenium

June - September

Borage

Borago officinalis

May - September

Rosemary

Rosemary officinalis

March - May

Coriander

Coprianrum sativum

June - August

Oak

Quercus sp.

Silver Birch

Betula pendula

Common Alder

Alnus glutinosa

Hazel

Corylus avellana

Elder

Sambucus nigra

Pussy Willow

Salix caprea

Hawthorn

Crataegus monogyna

Honeysuckle

Lonicera sp.

Dog Rose

Rosa canina

Bramble

Rubus fruticosus

Ivy

Hedera helix

Buddleia

Buddleia davidii

Guelder Rose

Vibernum opulus

Gorse

Ulex sp.

Purple Loosestrife

Lythrum salicaria (W)

June - August

Meadow Sweet

Filipendula ulmaria (W)

June - September

Lady’s Smock

Cardamine pratensis (W)

April - June

Water Mint

Mentha aquatica (W)

July - September

Angelica

Angeliica sylvestris (W)

July - September

Hemp Agrimony

Eupatorium cannabinum (W)

July - September

Marsh Marigold

Caltha palustris (W)

March - May

Creeping Jenny

Lysimachia nummularia (W)

May - August

Fringed Water Lily

Nymphoides peltata (W)

June - September

Water Forget-me-not

Myosotis scorpioides (W)

June - September

A = annual, HA = hardy annual, HB = hardy bi-annual, HHA = half-hardy annual, P = perennial,
= wildflower.
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