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1.

Introduction

1.1

This Restoration Aftercare Statement has been prepared by The Environmental Dimension
Partnership Ltd (EDP) on behalf of Urban & Civic Corby Ltd. It sets out a remediation strategy to
restore areas used for limestone extraction pits to areas of open amenity grassland.

1.2

A detailed description of the site and development is contained in the Planning Statement and
Environmental Report that accompanies the current planning application submitted to
Northamptonshire County Council (NCC).

1.3

This Restoration Aftercare Statement should be read in conjunction with the Minerals Extraction
Application Key Plan (Appendix EDP 1), which sets out the extents of the mineral extraction
zones that will be restored in line with this strategy.

2.

Soil Management

2.1

The management of soil outlines the methodology for the storing and reinstating of soils.
Guidance contained in the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs’ (Defra’s)
Construction Code of Practice for the Sustainable Use of Soils on Construction Sites (updated
14 June 2018) has been used in the preparation of this strategy and should be considered when
carrying out any soils related works.
Soil Reinstatement

2.2

Soil reinstatement is the reverse of soil stripping, with topsoil being replaced over subsoil. Care
must be taken to ensure that soil horizons are replaced to the correct thickness (with an
allowance of up to 20% to account for settlement).

2.3

Where small areas of topsoil need to be reinstated around installed infrastructure, machinery
of a suitable size should be used, whilst adhering to the principles and methodology set out
here. In this method, the subsoil will be replaced first, with the excavator travelling on the subsoil
and reapplying topsoil by gradually depositing it on the subsoil. The deposition is to be carried
out by loose tipping and a toothed digger bucket is to be used.

2.4

The soil is replaced in strips above the base layer to recreate the original soil profile. The topsoil
is replaced on the previously de-compacted subsoil. First, the initial strip width and axis is to be
demarcated. The width of the strip is determined by excavator boom length less the stand-off to
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operate – no wider than 5m widths. A wide bladed bucket should be used to spread the soil (the
use of a toothed bucket must be avoided in this case).
2.5

The dump truck should reverse to the edge of the current strip and tip the lowest layer, without
the wheels riding onto the strip. The dump truck must not drive away until all the soil is deposited
within the strip, without spillage over the basal layer. To achieve this, assistance from the
excavator to ‘dig away’ some of the tipped soil may be required.

2.6

The tipped soil should be spread to the full thickness required, by the excavator utilising the
digging, pushing and pulling action of the bucket. Each load must be spread before another is
tipped. The process should be repeated along the strip until it is completely covered with the
required depth of the soil layer.
Aftercare and Biosecurity

2.7

There is the potential for disease, pathogens and harmful/non-native weed transfer between
different areas of the land (i.e. a biosecurity risk). The movement of soil resource is considered
as a main cause of disease, pathogen and weed transfer, due to the transfer of soil from infected
to uninfected areas.

2.8

To avoid the spread of invasive non-native species, pests and pathogens during the soil working
stages of construction, and to ensure legal compliance with the Control of Pesticide Regulations
1986 and COPR (Amendment) Regulations 1997, all applications of herbicide shall be
undertaken in strict accordance with the COSHH Regulations and shall be applied in accordance
with the Food and Environment Protection Act (FEPA), by licensed operators at the
manufacturer’s recommended rates.

2.9

The Contractor shall be responsible for the safe and proper storage, application and disposal of
any herbicide she/he shall use and shall comply with all relevant legislation, Statutory
Instruments and Codes of Practice. Herbicides are not to be left unattended unless placed in a
securely locked container.

3.

Restoration Strategy and Management

3.1

The following remediation strategy will cover the restoration of limestone extraction pits as
identified in Appendix EDP 1:
•

Following the decommissioning of the pits, any imported hardstanding material (including
bases and sub-bases) within the site shall be excavated and removed from the site to the
nearest appropriate recycling facility. Any contamination is to be contained and not allowed
to spread to existing ground;

•

During the removal of hardstanding material, care is to be taken around planted on-site
vegetation, as illustrated in the soft landscape design, and for any vegetation off-site.
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BS 5837:2012 Trees in Relation to Design, Demolition and Construction is to be referred to
for the protection of existing trees;
•

The subsoil will be deep tine cultivated, using a crawler or four-wheel drive tractor, drawing
a winged, deep tine cultivator to a depth of 600mm at 1000mm centres, so as to achieve a
good heave across the full width of the site;

•

Work will be carried out in dry conditions, and as far as practical at right angles to Willow
Brook to the south. Any extraneous material brought to the surface will be removed to a local
recycling centre with stones picked to approximately 75mm. Works for the replacement and
spreading of the topsoil to an even depth will be carried out following the fine grading of
subsoil;

•

Topsoil will be spread using agricultural machinery, crawler or four-wheel drive tractors.
Topsoil will be spread to give a uniform depth over the areas shown in Appendix EDP 1, to
avoid the formation of depressions that could hold water, and to grade to the proposed
levels;

•

The spreading depth of topsoil will be 150mm, in accordance with BS 3882:2015. The
overall depth of topsoil on the site must not be greater than 300mm, to ensure the topsoil
does not become anaerobic. BS 3882:2015 Specification for Topsoil is to be referred to, in
particular Section A.3;

•

All topsoil areas within the site, including areas not affected by construction operation, will
be ploughed and cultivated to ensure that all stones, rubble, vegetation and other
extraneous material larger than 75mm in any direction are removed from site to a suitable
recycling centre;

•

The topsoil will be worked to a fine tilth by rotovator or harrowing to not less than 100mm
depth. If soil has become compacted prior to seeding, it will be necessary to work to a fine
tilth prior to seeding; and

•

When importing topsoil into the site, disease and pest free material as near as practicable
to that on-site will be used.

Proposed Areas of Grassland
3.2

Grassland areas located within proposed areas of public open space shall be an appropriate
amenity grass mixture suitable for public and recreational use.

3.3

A suited mix would be Emorsgate Seeds mix ‘EG1 – General purpose meadow grass mixture’
(Table EDP 3.1).
Table EDP 3.1: Emorsgate EG1 General Purpose Grass Seed Mix

edp5910_r008b_MA_cr/nh_060121

Priors Hall Zone 2 and 3, Corby
Restoration Aftercare Statement
edp5910_r008c

Mixture %
10
35
30
5
20

3.4

4

Species
Agrostis capillaris
Cynosurus cristatus
Festuca rubra
Phleum bertolonii
Poa pratensis

Seed mix to be sown at a rate of 5g/m2 and to be ‘rolled in’ to firm, ensuring good soil/seed
contact.
Restoration Works Timings

3.5

The timing of the restoration works is as follows:
•

Landform restoration to commence immediately upon site decommissioning with the
replacement of subsoils and topsoils to proposed levels;

•

Grass seeding of the restoration zones are to be undertaken the following autumn/spring
sowing period depending upon weather conditions at the time;

•

Where levels have necessitated cutting into the soils (so as to grade to road level), the soil
materials previously stored will be used to restore the original land surface in the order in
which they were removed, that is subsoil and then the topsoil;

•

After the first year, all grass growth to be mown regularly to a height of 40-60mm throughout
the first growing season to prevent weeds smothering the slower-growing grasses. Cuttings
should be removed if dense; and

•

During subsequent years, the management of grass areas should be defined by any
associated landscape management set out alongside the proposed works. In the absence
of a landscape management plan, keep grass length between 25-75mm until end of growing
season in autumn. Remove all stones, litter, etc., and cut to 20-30mm.
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Appendix EDP 1
Minerals Extraction Application Key Plan
(drawing 019934-RPS-MI-XX-DR-C-0700 Revision P02)
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Notes
1. This drawing has been prepared in accordance with the scope of RPS’s
appointment with its client and is subject to the terms and conditions of
that appointment. RPS accepts no liability for any use of this document
other than by its client and only for the purposes for which it was
prepared and provided.
2. If received electronically it is the recipients responsibility to print to
correct scale. Only written dimensions should be used.
3. This drawing should be read in conjunction with all other relevant
drawings and specifications.
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