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GENERAL
In accordance with the requirements of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, this is a
Non-Technical Summary (NTS) of the Environmental Statement that accompanies a planning
application to restore the Wakerley limestone quarry close to pre-development levels using suitable
imported inert materials along with in-situ overburden and soils to achieve this.
Figure A – Location Plan

Planning consent exists at the Wakerley Quarry site to extract limestone over a 45 year timespan. The
existing planning permission requires the site to be restored to a low level profile which would result
in an unnatural landform in the landscape.
Instead of restoring the site in this manner, it is now proposed to import suitable inert material to the
site to produce a more naturalistic profile than would otherwise be the case.
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PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
As approved, mineral extraction has started in the western extremity of Phase A of the Wakerley
quarry and as the workings progress eastwards, it is proposed that infilling will proceed when
sufficient void space within the worked out sector of the quarry is available. The mineral extraction
and restoration will continue in a progressive manner reinstating land sequentially whilst ensuring the
restored land is returned to a more naturalistic profile at the earliest opportunity.
The existing planning consent imposes a time limit on the development proposals of 45 years. This
revision to the restoration scheme involving the importation of material will not extend that permitted
cessation date. It is envisaged that the limestone at the site will be extracted between 250,000 and
300,000 tonnes per annum with the suitable material being imported at a typical rate equating to
some 100,000 cubic meters (or 150,000 tonnes) per annum.
In respect of environmental controls relating to matters such as noise, dust and hydrology, the existing
constraints of the mineral extraction consent at the Wakerley Quarry will continue to apply to ensure
there is no material harm to the local amenity. These controls will extend to the proposed infilling
and revised restoration activities.
No additional site infrastructure will be required to cater for HGV’s importing material to the site. The
existing permitted mineral extraction scheme required highway improvements to be undertaken (to
the A43, site access point and crossing of the Wakerley/Fineshade Road), and these works have now
been fully implemented. From that highway access point, there is a 2.5km private roadway across
open agricultural fields providing direct access to the quarry.
It is envisaged that a high percentage of imported fill will be carried by HGVs which would otherwise
return to the site empty. All HGVs will approach and leave the site along the purpose built access road
that connects with Duddington Road close to the A43. The existing HGV lorry routing agreements
exclude vehicles travelling through the local villages of Wakerley, Barrowden, Harringworth, Laxton
and Tixover. Such restrictions will continue to apply to all HGVs accessing the site and that will include
vehicles importing material for restoration.
Phases A and B extend across the southern sector of the site and will be worked and fully restored
over an envisaged 25 year period. Phases C, D and E extend along the northern sector of the quarry
and these will be sequentially worked for limestone and progressively restored using suitable
imported material over a further 20 year period. The proposal to import inert waste will not amend
the general sequence of working as currently approved nor extend the consented life of the quarry.
It is proposed to carry out the restoration operations between 0700 hours to 1800 hours, Monday to
Friday and 0700 hours to 1300 hours on Saturday with no operations on Sundays or Public/Bank
Holidays. Given the site’s location and access point close to the A43, the lorries will readily access the
primary road network without travelling on unsuitable roads or through villages.
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PROPOSED RESTORATION
The broad proposals for the reinstated land for the site are shown below (repeating detail is shown
on Drg No W4/18/02 contained within the Environmental Statement). The proposed scheme will
provide a suitable and characteristic afteruse for the site consistent with the local landscape character.
Figure B – Restoration Proposals

The revised restoration proposals will contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment
with the scheme recognising the contribution to the establishment of resilient coherent ecological
networks being reinstated into a more ecologically robust landscape. By reinstating the land close to
pre-development ground levels, the restoration scheme at the quarry can better reflect to the local
landscape character of the area.
Moreover, the scheme satisfies the requirements of national policy objectives in that the quarry
workings will be sequentially reinstated and will be subject to an aftercare management program to
ensure the highest quality of restoration is achieved.
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The aim is to create wildlife corridors between habitats and these would contribute to the UK
Biodiversity Action Plan. A key aim of the restoration scheme is to ensure that it will better integrate
into the existing landscape and potentially complement local and national biodiversity objectives.
Moreover, with the permanent creation of seasonal wetlands and the sensitive management of the
newly restored land, foraging areas for bats and a variety of farmland birds will be providing increased
ground nesting opportunities.
Annual review meetings will be held with the County Council, when the previous year’s operations will
be discussed and the proposals for the following year presented for approval. The operator will
maintain records combined into an “aftercare terrier” for the re-instated land and which will include
the following details recorded annually:

•

details of soil replacement depths and areas restored to topsoil level in the
previous twelve months;

•

proposed species/variety/mixture used and the seeding rate for the
grassland areas;

•
•
•

the amounts/types of herbicides used with the dates of application;
proposed species and spacing of trees; and
details of any secondary treatment undertaken.

The above will ensure that the proposed benefits to be derived from the restoration of the site will be
achieved successfully.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
The revision to the quarry site design involving the importation of suitable inert materials has been
developed to balance protection of the local environment and the amenity of local residents with the
proposal to restore the quarry close to original ground levels. An integral part of the design process
was to ensure that potential adverse effects are avoided or minimised to an acceptable level from the
outset.
The site is generally remote from the villages of Wakerley, Barrowden, Harringworth, Laxton and
Tixover where there are no or very limited views of the currently consented site operations.
Accordingly matters such as noise and dust can be more easily controlled.

Noise
Government provides specific guidance on the control of noise and the imposition of conditions in
respect of quarries including restoration activities to ensure there are no adverse impacts. In the case
at the Wakerley Quarry site the operations are typical of such developments elsewhere and will be
undertaken to a similar standard. To provide optimal environmental protection to local residential
properties noise limits are already imposed by the County Council thereby ensuring the amenity of
local residents is protected. The noise appraisal considered the noise impact of site operations
compared against the relevant criteria levels within the Planning Practice Guidance (2014) and
concluded that all operations can be undertaken at levels currently imposed which do not exceed the
recognised criteria at any residential dwelling.

Dust
The Environmental Statement highlights "good practice guidance" and additional mitigation measures
which are accepted by the published guidance as providing effective protection against airborne dust
from mineral sites which would equally apply to the restoration operations. Adoption of such good
practice by way of a Dust Action Plan will ensure that operations will not cause unacceptable impacts
due to airborne dust emissions at any property or other sensitive locations in the vicinity of the site.
The distance between residential dwellings and potential dust-generating activities have been
maximised and in any event the location of site activities are transitory during different phases of
working, and therefore their relationship with dust-sensitive land uses around the site will change.
The scheme of working recognises the importance of minimisation of dust through site design and is
addressed at each phase of the operation.

Traffic/Highways
HGVs will use the existing quarry access road which will enable them to access the primary highway
network without travelling through any local villages. There are no identified road safety or highway
capacity issues associated with the site and will therefore have no detrimental impact on the free flow
and safety of traffic.
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Landscape and Visual
The Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment confirms the site does not lie within an area of statutory
or local landscape designation. The significance of the visual effects is largely related to the potential
for the development to temporarily affect the views experienced by people from areas they use,
including residential property and areas of public access. The significance of any visual intrusion will
also be determined by the nature of the existing view, distance of the viewpoints, duration of the
effect and perception or sensitivity of the viewer or receptor. The proposed revision to the approved
development has been designed to reflect the landscape policies in the development plan and
landscape character assessments relating to the site. The proposed restoration scheme will secure a
more characteristic long-term afteruse for the site, in terms of improved landscape character.

Hydrology/Hydrogeology
Surface run-off at the quarry will be controlled and after a suitable settlement period the water will
be drained in a controlled manner to an adjacent watercourse or groundwater. The runoff will be
collected at a sump in the base of the quarry from which clean water will be pumped to silt settlement
lagoons prior to being discharged off site. It is proposed to retain part of these water management
systems for the duration of operations on site, thus no adverse impacts are anticipated. Only clean
water will be discharged from the site.

Ecology
The restoration scheme for the quarry will continue to provide the opportunity to create alternative
wildlife habitats consistent with aims and objectives within the County’s Biodiversity Action Plan.
Calcareous grassland, broadleaf woodlands, species rich hedgerows and wetlands will be established
across the site to provide improved green infrastructure corridors to attract a range of flora and fauna
than the current area permits thereby delivering tangible net gains in environmental capital.

Community Liaison
To ensure local communities are fully informed of activities on the site when operational, it is
proposed to maintain the Liaison Forum which includes representatives of the County Council, District
Council, local Parish Councils, as well as officers of the County and District Councils. Meetings will
continue to be held on a regular basis to provide an opportunity for any queries to be brought forward
and for information about future activities on the site to be given to those concerned. Such an
approach is consistent with central government advice in respect of promoting good community
relations and providing details of working progress within the quarry.
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CONCLUSIONS
In summary,

•
•

an improved restoration profile can be achieved.

•

the surface water management proposals will ensure there is no flood risk
and receiving watercourses will be protected throughout.

•

HGVs accessing the site will only do so via designated routes only using Aclass roads and not travelling through local villages along unsuitable roads.

•

the proposal to import suitable inert material to achieve a beneficial afteruse
on land can be carried out in an acceptable manner, without causing harm
to the local amenity.

noise and dust emissions can be controlled within recognised acceptable
levels.

The resultant enhanced restoration scheme reflects County Council objectives and governmental
advice in that it will result in an improved restoration profile integrating the restored quarry into the
wider landscape and promoting nature conservation and biodiversity initiatives in line with local and
national policies.
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