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GENERAL 

In accordance with the requirements of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, this is a 

Non-Technical Summary (NTS) of the Environmental Statement that accompanies a planning 

application to restore the Wakerley limestone quarry close to pre-development levels using suitable 

imported inert materials along with in-situ overburden and soils to achieve this. 

Figure A ς Location Plan 

Planning consent exists at the Wakerley Quarry site to extract limestone over a 45 year timespan.  The 

existing planning permission requires the site to be restored to a low level profile which would result 

in an unnatural landform in the landscape.   

Instead of restoring the site in this manner, it is now proposed to import suitable inert material to the 

site to produce a more naturalistic profile than would otherwise be the case.   
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 PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

As approved, mineral extraction has started in the western extremity of Phase A of the Wakerley 

quarry and as the workings progress eastwards, it is proposed that infilling will proceed when 

sufficient void space within the worked out sector of the quarry is available.  The mineral extraction 

and restoration will continue in a progressive manner reinstating land sequentially whilst ensuring the 

restored land is returned to a more naturalistic profile at the earliest opportunity.   

The existing planning consent imposes a time limit on the development proposals of 45 years.  This 

revision to the restoration scheme involving the importation of material will not extend that permitted 

cessation date.  It is envisaged that the limestone at the site will be extracted between 250,000 and 

300,000 tonnes per annum with the suitable material being imported at a typical rate equating to 

some 100,000 cubic meters (or 150,000 tonnes) per annum.   

In respect of environmental controls relating to matters such as noise, dust and hydrology, the existing 

constraints of the mineral extraction consent at the Wakerley Quarry will continue to apply to ensure 

there is no material harm to the local amenity.  These controls will extend to the proposed infilling 

and revised restoration activities. 

bƻ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎƛǘŜ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ID±Ωǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

existing permitted mineral extraction scheme required highway improvements to be undertaken (to 

the A43, site access point and crossing of the Wakerley/Fineshade Road), and these works have now 

been fully implemented.  From that highway access point, there is a 2.5km private roadway across 

open agricultural fields providing direct access to the quarry. 

It is envisaged that a high percentage of imported fill will be carried by HGVs which would otherwise 

return to the site empty.  All HGVs will approach and leave the site along the purpose built access road 

that connects with Duddington Road close to the A43.  The existing HGV lorry routing agreements 

exclude vehicles travelling through the local villages of Wakerley, Barrowden, Harringworth, Laxton 

and Tixover.  Such restrictions will continue to apply to all HGVs accessing the site and that will include 

vehicles importing material for restoration. 

Phases A and B extend across the southern sector of the site and will be worked and fully restored 

over an envisaged 25 year period.  Phases C, D and E extend along the northern sector of the quarry 

and these will be sequentially worked for limestone and progressively restored using suitable 

imported material over a further 20 year period.  The proposal to import inert waste will not amend 

the general sequence of working as currently approved nor extend the consented life of the quarry. 

It is proposed to carry out the restoration operations between 0700 hours to 1800 hours, Monday to 

Friday and 0700 hours to 1300 hours on Saturday with no operations on Sundays or Public/Bank 

IƻƭƛŘŀȅǎΦ  DƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜΩǎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ access point close to the A43, the lorries will readily access the 

primary road network without travelling on unsuitable roads or through villages. 
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PROPOSED RESTORATION 

The broad proposals for the reinstated land for the site are shown below (repeating detail is shown 

on Drg No W4/18/02 contained within the Environmental Statement).  The proposed scheme will 

provide a suitable and characteristic afteruse for the site consistent with the local landscape character. 

Figure B ς Restoration Proposals 

 

The revised restoration proposals will contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment 

with the scheme recognising the contribution to the establishment of resilient coherent ecological 

networks being reinstated into a more ecologically robust landscape.  By reinstating the land close to 

pre-development ground levels, the restoration scheme at the quarry can better reflect to the local 

landscape character of the area. 

Moreover, the scheme satisfies the requirements of national policy objectives in that the quarry 

workings will be sequentially reinstated and will be subject to an aftercare management program to 

ensure the highest quality of restoration is achieved. 


