Wakerley Quarry
Northamptonshire

Landscape & Visual Impact Assessment
June 2018

Report Control Sheet
Project Name:
Project Reference:
Report Title:
Report Reference:
Printing Instructions:

Revision

Wakerley Quarry, Northamptonshire
CW078
Landscape & Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA)
CW078-RPT-001B
Print at A4 Portrait, Double Sided. Pages 33 to 40 to be printed at A3 Landscape,
Double Sided

Date

Description

Prepared

Reviewed

Approved

/

29/06/2018 Report sent to Client for comment.

JW

CW

JW

A

09/07/2018 Report revised.

JW

CW

JW

B

01/08/2018 Figure 1.3 updated

JW

JW

JW

Collington Winter Ltd disclaims any responsibility to Mick George Ltd and others in respect of any matters outside the scope of this report.
This report has been prepared with reasonable skill, care and diligence within the terms of the Contract with Mick George Ltd.
This report is confidential to Mick George Ltd and Collington Winter Ltd accepts no responsibility of whatsoever nature to third parties to
whom this report or any part thereof is made known. Any such party relies upon the report at their own risk.

© Collington Winter Ltd 2018
Collington Winter Ltd

2

Wakerley Quarry, Northamptonshire

0 : Contents
Section 1

Introduction

Page 4

- Scope & Purpose
- Location
- The Proposal
Section 2

Assessment Methodology

Page 7

- Introduction
- Assessment Methodology
Section 3

Landscape Baseline

Page 14

- What is Landscape?
- Landscape Character
- Landscape Designations
- Assessment of Landscape Sensitivity
Section 4

Visual Baseline

Page 30

- Assessment Context
- Visual Assessment
Section 5

Conclusions

Page 39

- Conclusions of the Landscape Baseline
- Conclusions of the Visual Baseline
- Cumulative Effects
- Conclusions
- Landscape Restoration
Appendices
Appendix A

Page 43
Extracts from the Northamptonshire Current Landscape Character
Assessment (2005) which are relevant to the site at Wakerley Quarry
- LCT 3: Ironstone Quarried Plateau
- LCT 11: Wooded Linestone Hills and Valleys
- LCT 15: Farmed Scarp Slopes

Appendix B

Extracts from the Rutland Landscape Character Assessment which
are relevant to the wider landscape context for the site
- LCT A: High Rutland
- LCT E: Welland Valley

Collington Winter Ltd

3

Wakerley Quarry, Northamptonshire

1 : Introduction
1.0

Introduction

1.1

Scope & Purpose

1.1.1

Collington Winter Ltd was commissioned by Mick George Ltd to prepare a Landscape & Visual
Impact Assessment (LVIA), to support an application at Wakerley Quarry, Northamptonshire, for the
importation of inert waste to fill the voids on site created by current quarrying operations, to restore
the site close to the pre-development levels.

1.1.2

The LVIA will assess the landscape which surrounds Wakerley Quarry and will establish a landscape
and visual baseline context for the site at Wakerley, Northamptonshire.

1.1.3

Aims of the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment
•
•
•

Consider, in outline, the landscape character of the site, within the wider landscape setting,
and the likely effects of the proposal upon the landscape character;
Assess the visual sensitivities of the site, from key public receptors and identify any potential
visual impacts upon landscape character and visual amenity; and
Assess the potential for the scale and nature of the development to be successfully
accommodated within the landscape.

1.1.4

This LVIA was undertaken through desktop review of landscape character and relevant planning
policy, combined with a site assessment of landscape and visual sensitivities. The field assessment
was carried out by a Landscape Architect CMLI, on the 22nd June 2018 in dry and bright weather
conditions.

1.1.5

This LVIA is designed to be read in conjunction with other material considerations, as part of an
application to Northamptonshire County Council. There is a current low level, approved scheme
for the site, however the restored landform would have a lower level than the pre-development site
contours.

1.1.6

This LVIA will assess landscape and visual matters in connection with the potential restoration of the
site to achieve close to the pre-development levels and does not make an assessment of the current
quarry operations or approved, low level landform restoration.

1.2

Location

1.2.1

Wakerley Quarry is located to the south of the village of Wakerley in Northamptonshire. Stamford,
Peterborough, Melton Mowbray and Market Harborough are located 16 miles, 17 miles, 24 miles and
22 miles respectively from the site. See Figure1.1 and 1.2: Site Location.

1.3

The Proposal

1.3.1

Wakerley Quarry is currently extracting limestone under an existing planning consent, in a phased
manner. The site is being worked and restored in accordance with approved phasing drawings,
however, Mick George Ltd now wish to pursue a variation to that consent to enable the import of inert
waste, to restore ground levels back close to the original, pre-development contours, rather than the
previously approved, lower contour levels. See Figure1.3: Landscape Restoration Plan.

1.3.2

The baseline which is being assessed for this LVIA is the consented scheme, i.e the operational quarry
and not the pre-operational landscape.
4
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2.0

Assessment Methodology

2.1

Introduction

2.1.1

This assessment has been conducted in accordance with the principles set out in:
•
•

‘Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment’, Landscape Institute (LI) &
Institute of Environmental Management and Awareness (IEMA), Third Edition, 2013; and
‘An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment’, Natural England, 2014; and

2.2

Assessment Methodology

2.2.1

To determine whether or not the landscape will be able to successfully accommodate the
development this LVIA will:
•
•
•
•

Establish the nature of the potential change anticipated;
Establish the landscape baseline, in terms of its character, condition, designations and
current land use;
Establish a visual baseline, considering likely public receptors; and
Assess the impacts and significance effects of the potential change against the sensitivity
of the landscape.

2.2.2

Landscape Sensitivity - The sensitivity of a landscape to a particular type of change, is defined in
terms of the interactions between the landscape in its own right, the perceptions of that landscape,
in the eyes of people who see it on a regular basis and the nature of the proposal.

2.2.3

Landscape sensitivity is defined as relating:
“to the stability of character; the degree to which that character is robust enough to continue
and to be able to recuperate from loss or damage. A landscape with a character of high
sensitivity is one that, once lost, would be difficult to restore; a character that, if valued, must be
afforded particular care and consideration in order for it to survive”. Bray C (2003) Unpublished
paper on a County Wide Assessment of Landscape Sensitivity. Worcestershire County Council.

2.2.4

Landscape sensitivity can be seen as a combination of the sensitivity of the landscape as a resource
in its own right, which encompasses natural and cultural elements, the value that is attributed to that
particular landscape, in terms of designations and the visual sensitivity, such as views and visibility from
public receptors. It is important to understand that judgements about the potential for landscapes to
accept and accommodate change can alter over time, not only in terms of peoples perception to
a particular landscape, but also in terms of peoples attitudes towards a the type and extent of that
change.
•
•
•

2.2.5

The receptor’s activity whilst exposed to the view (work, recreational activities, resident);
Degree of exposure to view; and,
Period of exposure to view.

Landscape Character - Landscape character It is defined as:

Collington Winter Ltd
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Sensitivity

High

Medium

Low

Landscape Character
•

Strong landscape structure.

•

Strong positive character.

•

Good condition.

•

Strong sense of place.

•

Visually distinctive.

•

Aesthetically pleasing/occasional detracting features.

•

Distinct features of worthy conservation.

•

Recognisable landscape structure.

•

Positive character.

•

Moderate condition.

•

Reasonable sense of place.

•

Visually notable.

•

Aesthetically satisfactory or uninspiring/ some detracting features.

•

Some features of worthy conservation.

•

Weak or degraded landscape structure.

•

Weak or negative character.

•

Poor condition.

•

Poor sense of place.

•

Visually notable.

•

Aesthetically unsatisfactory or unpleasant.

•

Few or no features of worthy conservation.

•

Scope for positive enhancement.

Table 2.1a: The General Criteria for Establishing the Sensitivity of Landscape Character.

Sensitivity

Visual Receptors
•

High

Residential properties with predominantly open views from windows, garden or curtilage. Views will
normally be from principal living rooms and from windows of rooms in use during the day.

•

Users of Public Rights of Way with predominantly open views and of recreational use.

•

Non-motorised users of minor or unclassified roads in the countryside.

•

Visitors to recognised viewpoints or beauty spots.

•

Users of outdoor recreational facilities with predominantly open views where the purpose of that
recreation is enjoyment of the countryside - e.g. Country Parks, National Trust sites etc.

•
Medium

Residential properties with views from windows, garden or curtilage. Views from ground floor windows
will be oblique or partially obscured by garden and/or other intervening vegetation.

•

Users of Public Rights of Way with restricted views, in less sensitive areas or where there are significant
existing intrusive features.

•

Schools and other institutional buildings, and their outdoor areas.

•

Motorised users of minor or unclassified roads in the countryside. Where alteration is focussed upon
often narrow and winding routes.

Low

•

People in their place of work.

•

Users of main roads or passengers on public transport on main routes.

•

Users of outdoor recreational facilities with restricted views and where the activity is focussed within the
area.

•

Occupants of industrial premises.

Table 2.1b: The General Criteria for Establishing the Sensitivity of Visual Receptors.

Collington Winter Ltd
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“a distinct, recognisable and consistent pattern of elements, be it natural (soil, landform)
and/or human (for example settlement and development) in the landscape that makes one
landscape different from another, rather than better or worse”.
2.2.6

Landscapes are not static, they are in a constant state of change, altering in line with management,
land use and climate change. Climate change is one of the largest factors that is likely to bring about
changes in landscape character.

2.2.7

Landscape character should not be seen as the physical elements of the landscape in isolation,
but the combination of those elements with perceptual, aesthetic and experiential aspects of the
landscape, which makes one place different to another.

2.2.8

Landscape Character is assessed at different scales, from the national and regional, down to the
county, district and site specific.

2.2.9

Assessment of the landscape can help in:
•
•
•
•

Understanding how and why landscapes are important;
Promoting an appreciation of landscape issues;
Successfully accommodating new development within the landscape; and
Guiding and directing landscape change.

2.2.10

The value (or quality) of the landscape, as a resource in its own right, can be assessed at a variety of
scales and is defined as being of exceptional, high, moderate, poor or very poor value. See table 2.2.

2.2.11

In respect of Landscape Condition (the physical state of the landscape), assessment is made
according to the criteria set out in table 2.3.

Value

Criteria

Typical Scale

Typical Example

Exceptional

Very high importance (or Quality)and

International,

World Heritage Site, National Park or AONB.

Rarity. No or extremely limited potential for National.
substitution.
High

High Importance (or Quality) and Rarity.

National,

National Park, AONB,

Limited potential for substitution.

Regional,

AGLV, ALLI

Medium Importance (or Quality) and

Regional,

Undesignated site but its value perhaps

Rarity. Limited potential for substitution.

Local

expressed through non-official publications

Local
Moderate

or demonstrable use.
Poor

Low Importance (or Quality) and Rarity.

Local

Areas identified as having some redeeming
feature or features and possibly identified for
improvement.

Very Poor

Low Importance (or Quality) and Rarity.

Local

Areas identified for recovery.

Table 2.2: The General Criteria for Establishing Landscape Value

Collington Winter Ltd
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Category

Criteria

Exceptional •

High

Typical Example

Strong landscape structure, characteristic landscape character Internationally

or

nationally

with a balanced combination of landform & land cover;

recognised landscape, all, or the

•

Appropriate management of land use and land cover;

majority of which is, e.g. a World

•

Distinct features worthy of conservation;

Heritage Site, National Park or

•

Strong sense of place;

AONB.

•

No detracting features

•

Strong landscape structure, with characteristic landscape Nationally or Regionally recognised
character and a balanced combination of landform & landcover; landscape, e.g. parts of a National

•

Appropriate management of land use and land cover, with Park or AONB or the majority of
potential scope to improve;

Good

Ordinary

AGLV

•

Distinct features worthy of conservation;

•

Sense of place;

•

Occasional detracting features.

•

Recognisable landscape structure, characteristic patterns and Nationally or Regionally recognised
combinations of landform and land cover are still evident;

e.g.

•

Scope to improve management for land use and land cover;

National Park, AONB or AGLV.

localised

areas

within

•

Some features worthy of conservation;

Locally recognised e.g. all or the

•

Sense of place;

great majority of Area of Local

•

Some detracting features.

Landscape Importance (ALLI).

•

Distinguishable landscape structure, characteristic patterns of
landform and landcover often masked by land use;

Poor

•

Scope to improve management of vegetation;

•

Some features worthy of conservation;

•

Some detracting features.

•

Weak landscape structure, characteristic patterns of landform
and landcover are often masked by land use;

Very Poor

•

Lack of management and intervention has results in degradation;

•

Frequent detracting features.

•

Degraded landscape structure, characteristic patterns and
combinations of landform and land cover are masked by land
use;

Damaged

Derelict

•

Lack of management / intervention has resulted in degradation;

•

Extensive detracting features.

•

Damaged landscape structure;

•

Disturbed or derelict land requires treatment;

•

Detracting features dominate.

•

Land so damaged by industrial or other development that it is
incapable of beneficial use without treatment.

Table 2.3: The General Criteria for Establishing Landscape Condition

Collington Winter Ltd

10

Wakerley Quarry, Northamptonshire

2 : Assessment Methodology
2.2

Magnitude of Change

2.2.1

The magnitude of change is the ‘combination of the scale, extent and duration’ of the development
and its impact on landscape character and visual receptors. In the case of landscape impacts this
relates to:
•
•
•

2.2.2

The size, extent or degree of change to landscape character or individual landscape
features;
Whether there is a direct impact resulting in the loss of landscape features or a change
beyond the land take of the scheme having an impact on the character of the area; and,
Whether the impact is permanent or temporary.

For visual impact this relates to:
•
•
•

Degree of change to existing views;
Distance of the receptor from the application site; and,
Whether the impact is permanent or temporary.

2.2.3

The criteria for assessing the magnitude of change on visual receptors and landscape character are
set out in Table 2.4.

2.2.4

The magnitude of change may be negligible or no change and the resulting effect significance
would also be negligible or no change, as the development would hardly be discernible or not seen
at all or the loss to landscape features and the character of the area would experience very little or
no change.

Magnitude
of Change
High

Medium

Low

Negligible

Landscape Character

Visual Amenity

High degree of loss or major alteration to one or
more key elements/features/characteristics of the
landscape character. Introduction of elements
considered to be uncharacteristic when set within
the attributes of the receiving landscape.

Where the proposals become the only dominant
feature in the scene or would form a significant
and immediately apparent element which would
affect the overall impression of the view.

Partial loss or alteration to one or more key
elements/features/characteristics of the
landscape character. Introduction of elements
that may be prominent but not necessarily be
considered to be substantially uncharacteristic
when set within the attributes of the receiving
landscape.

Where the proposals would form a visible and
recognisable new feature in the scene but may
not be immediately apparent, or become a
dominant feature in the view.

Minor loss or alteration to one or more key
elements/features/characteristics of the
landscape character. Introduction of elements
may not be uncharacteristic when set within the
attributes of the receiving landscape.

The proposals constitute only a minor component
of the wider view, and may not be immediately
apparent to the casual observer. Awareness of
the proposals would not have a marked effect on
the overall quality of the scene.

Very minor loss or alteration to one or more
key elements/features/characteristics of the
landscape character. Introduction of elements
are not uncharacteristic with the surrounding
landscape.

The proposals are largely indiscernible and/or
they are at such a distance that they are scarcely
appreciated. Consequently they have little effect
on the scene.

No Change No change to the landscape character is

No change to the view is experienced.

experienced.

Table 2.4: The Criteria for Establishing the Magnitude of Change
Collington Winter Ltd
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2.3

Scoring Matrix

2.3.1

The two principal criteria determining significance of effect are the magnitude of change and the
environmental sensitivity of the location or receptor.
‘A higher level of significance is generally attached to large-scale effects and effects on sensitive
or high-value receptors; thus small effects on highly sensitive sites can be more important than
large effects on less sensitive sites. It is therefore important that a balanced and well-reasoned
judgment of these two criteria is achieved’. (Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact
Assessment’, Landscape Institute (LI) & Institute of Environmental Management and Awareness
(IEMA), Third Edition, 2013).

2.3.2

The matrix shown in Table 2.5 encourages transparency in the process of identifying the significance
but the experience and judgement of the landscape architect is also used. Note the significance of
effects may be adverse or beneficial depending upon the nature of the magnitude of change.
High

Medium

Low

Negligible

No Change

High

Major

Major

Moderate

Neutral

Neutral

Medium

Major

Moderate

Minor

Neutral

Neutral

Moderate

Minor

Minor

Neutral

Neutral

Low

Table 2.5: The Significance of Effects

2.4

Nature of Impact

2.4.1

The determination of the nature of an impact is a result of judging whether the introduction of a
proposed development would be of benefit or detriment to the existing landscape character or view.
Therefore, the impact of a proposed development can be adverse or beneficial. Table 2.6 defines
the difference between adverse and beneficial.

Nature of Impact
Adverse

The key characteristics of the existing landscape or view would be weakened by the introduction of the
proposed development.

Neutral

The key characteristics would neither be weakened or strengthened by the proposed development.

Beneficial

The key characteristics of the existing landscape or view would be strengthened by the introduction of
the proposed development.

Table 2.6: The Nature of the Impact

2.5

Effects Significance

2.5.1

The effects arising from any given development will be categorised using the terms neutral, minor,
moderate and major effects, with both moderate and major categories being considered as comprising
significant effects. Table 2.7 illustrates how each of these categories have been summarised.

Collington Winter Ltd
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Effect
Landscape Character
Significance
The proposed scheme would result in effects that
Major
are at complete variance with the landform,
Adverse

Visual Amenity
The proposals would cause a significant
deterioration to an existing view.

scale and pattern of the landscape. It would
permanently degrade, diminish or destroy
the integrity of valued characteristic features,
elements and/or their setting. A high quality
landscape would be permanently changed and
its quality diminished.

Moderate
Adverse

The proposed scheme be out of scale with the
landscape or at odds with the local pattern and
landform and it would leave an adverse impact
on the landscape to recognisable quality.

The proposals would cause a noticeable
deterioration to an existing view.

The proposed scheme would not entirely fit
into the landform and scale of the landscape
and it would have an effect on the landscape
character.

The proposals would cause a barely perceptible
deterioration to an existing view from a receptor.

The proposed scheme would not effect the scale,
landform and pattern of the landscape and
would maintain existing landscape quality.

No or negligible discernible deterioration or
improvement in the existing view.

Minor
Beneficial

The proposed scheme has the potential to
improve the landscape character. It would fit
in with the scale, landform and pattern of the
landscape and enable the incorporation of the
valued characteristic features.

The proposed development would cause a barely
perceptible improvement in the existing view.

Moderate
Beneficial

The proposed scheme would have the potential
to accord with the landscape character and
improve the quality of the landscape through
removal of damage caused by existing land uses.

The proposed development would cause a
noticeable improvement in the existing view.

Major
Beneficial

The proposed scheme would have the potential
to accord seamlessly with the landscape
character and significantly improve the quality
of the landscape through restoration and the
removal of damage caused by existing land uses.

The proposed development would cause a
significant improvement in the existing view.

Minor
Adverse
Neutral

Table 2.7: The Effects Significance Table

Collington Winter Ltd
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3.0

Landscape Baseline

3.1

What is landscape?

3.1.1

The landscape is a resource in its own right. The European Landscape Convention (ELC), designed
to achieve improved approaches to the planning, management and protection of landscapes
throughout Europe, defines landscape as:
‘an area, as perceived by people, whose character is the result of the action and interaction
of natural and/or human factors’. (Council of Europe, 2000)

3.1.1

This definition was expanded in 2002 to illustrate how all landscapes are special and valuable, even if
they are not recognised with a statutory designation.
“Landscape is about the relationship between people and place. It provides the setting for our
day-to-day lives. The term does not mean just special or designated landscapes and it does
not only apply to the countryside. Landscape can mean a small patch of urban wasteland
as much as a mountain range, and an urban park as much as an expanse of lowland plain. It
results from the way that different components of our environment – both natural (the influences
of geology, soils, climate, flora and fauna) and cultural (the historic and current impact of land
use, settlement, enclosure and other human interventions) – interact together and perceived
by us. People’s perceptions turn land into the concept of landscape.”(Swanwick,C and Land
Use Consultants (2002)Landscape Character Assessment Guidance. Countryside Agency &
Scottish Natural Heritage).

3.2

Landscape Character

3.2.1

Landscape Character is assessed at different scales, from the national and regional, down to the
county, district and site specific.

3.2.2

Regional Character - The Character Map of England, 1996
In 1996 the former Countryside Commission and English Nature, with support from English Heritage,
produced The Character of England Map. This map combines English Nature’s Natural Areas and the
former Countryside Commission’s Countryside Character Areas into a map of 159 Joint Character
Areas (JCAs) for the whole of England.

3.2.3

The region is classified in the ‘Character of England Map’, as original defined by the Natural England,
as falling predominantly within character area 92: Rockingham Forest. The key characteristics typical
of this landscape include:
•
•

•

•

Principally broad undulating plateau and ridge which falls away from a prominent steep northern
scarp towards the Welland Valley;
The distinct scarp and ridge of the Rockingham Forest area are comprised mainly of Jurassic
limestones of the Great Oolite Group, with shallow or exposed Lincolnshire Limestone Formation
and Northampton Sand Formation rocks of the Inferior Oolite Group along the river valleys. Boulder
clay (glacial till) caps the plateau, giving rise to heavy, intractable soils unattractive for cultivation;
The area is well wooded with large commercial conifer and broadleaved plantations, and ancient
semi-natural woodlands. Large woodlands – such as Wakerley Great Wood, Geddington Chase
and Fermyn Woods – form a prominent feature on the skyline;
Ancient woodlands of national importance for nature conservation contain a diverse range of
14
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•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•

3.2.4

species; many are designated as National Nature Reserves (NNRs) and Sites of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI), such as Bedford Purlieus, Collyweston Great Wood and Easton Hornstocks. Some
are also noted for their population of the black hairstreak butterfly and the now wellestablished
red kites that nest among them;
A patchwork of large- to medium-sized fields, of mixed arable and some pastoral land use, displays
the rectilinear pattern of 18th- and 19th-century enclosures set within a more sinuous pattern of
older enclosures, winding lanes and watercourses;
Fields are commonly bounded by well-managed hedgerows with characteristic mature trees or
drystone walls which become more common in the Soke of Peterborough;
A network of shallow streams, which have carved out the many small valleys, drain and run as
tributaries of the rivers Nene and Welland that ultimately flow eastwards to The Wash;
Remnant unimproved grasslands occur throughout the area. Areas of former grazing land exist
within the woodlands, with low-lying grassland on the broader flood plain of the River Nene.
Limestone heaths and fragments of acid bogs are found in the Soke of Peterborough where the
Jurassic limestones and river gravels are exposed;
Large country houses and mature parkland estates, such as Deene Park, Kirby Hall and Rockingham
Castle, are important landscape features;
Prominent disused ironstone quarries (gullets) and abandoned Second World War airfields are
also notable historic landscape features;
The settlement pattern is small nucleated villages with a few isolated farmsteads and houses,
the former often in sheltered streamside locations. The buildings are constructed in local stone,
ironstone in the west and limestone in the east. Larger historic market towns include Stamford in
the north and Kings Cliffe;
Retains a largely rural and tranquil character, particularly in the heart of the Rockingham Forest.
There is a sharp transition between the countryside and the main urban areas of Peterborough,
Kettering and Corby, which remain the focus for future development growth.

The north west of the study area for this LVIA falls within character area 93: High Leicestershire. The
key characteristics typical of this landscape include:
•
•
•

•
•

•

•

A varied landform of geology and soils, predominantly a succession of Lias Group mudstones,
largely cloaked by glacial tills and dissected to form a rolling landscape of ridges and valleys.
Mixed farming regime, with arable mainly on the ridgetops and the wide valley bottoms. Intact
and well-managed hedgerow networks;
Sense of many trees being present in the landscape arising from surviving concentrations of
ancient woodland, abundant wide hedgerows, hedgerow trees, copses, spinneys and small
woodlands, the last often sited on ridges;
Ancient oak and ash woodlands and unimproved grassland provide important habitats for key
species such as otter, barn owl, yellow wagtail, skylark, lapwing, grey partridge and tree sparrow;
Sparse settlement of small villages with little modern development. Ironstone and limestone
churches and vernacular buildings but also abundant red brick with some survival of timber frame
and thatch;
A rich historic landscape hosting iron-age hill forts, frequent and very prominent ridge and furrow,
ancient woodland and veteran trees, fine landscape parkland and attractive country houses
often associated with evidence of many deserted or shrunken medieval settlements;
Network of quiet green lanes linking rural communities and a remote, sometimes empty character.
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3.2.5

County & District Character Types
At a county level, the Current Landscape Character Assessment for Northamptonshire, prepared by
LDA Design, sets out a detailed review of the landscape character of the county.
The guidance recognises that all landscapes matter, not just those that are particularly well
known or evoke strong images, and that each landscape character type and landscape
character area has a recognisable and consistent pattern of elements that makes it different
from another.

3.2.6

The Current Landscape Character Assessment identified 19 Landscape Character Types (LCT) and
within those broad types, 63 Rural Landscape Character Areas (RLCA) emerged at a district level.
The site boundary spans three of the LCTs:
•
•
•

3.2.7

LCT 3: Ironstone Quarried Plateau
LCT 11: Wooded Limestone Hills and Valleys
LCT 15: Farmed Scarp Slopes

The Current Landscape Character Assessment makes comment upon the boundary lines of each LCT
and states:
Many of the boundaries between the landscape character types are transitional and not,
therefore, represented by clearly defined lines on the ground, and hence on a plan. This is
evident, for example, in the boundaries that define the Undulating Claylands landscape
character type. Here, superficial deposits of drift material have created gently undulating
landscapes, across which only subtle differences are indicative of variations in landscape
character.
By contrast, the boundaries of other types are more clearly defined, for example the
escarpment associated with the Farmed Scarp Slopes. Even this distinctive landform unit,
however, demonstrates transitional characteristics, particularly at the base of the escarpment
where slumping and hummocky ground can occur, and also along the break of the slope at
the top. Here, individual fields might be observed ‘rolling’ over onto the neighbouring Ironstone
Quarried Plateau and Wooded Clay Plateau blurring the distinction between landscape types.

3.2.8

The LCTs which relate to the landscape surrounding Wakerley Quarry are illustrated in Figure 3.1:
Landscape Character Types and extracts are supplied at Appendix A.

3.2.9

LCT 3. Ironstone Quarried Plateau
The Ironstone Quarried Plateau is only present in one part of the county, extending across the
north eastern and eastern side of Corby and referred to as 3a: Kirby and Gretton Plateau. The key
characteristics of this area are:
•
•
•

Broad, elevated, gently undulating plateau area dissected by valleys with distinctive convex
profile valley sides;
Expansive long distance views across the open plateau and into neighbouring counties;
Predominantly arable land use with some improved pasture and limited areas of calcareous
grassland, often on former quarry sites; Large scale, regular fields mainly enclosed by hedgerows
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1km

2km

3km

N
Site Boundary

4km

Zone of Visibility
Northamptonshire Current Landscape Character Assessment (2005)

Rutland Landscape Character Assessment (2003)

LCT 3: Ironstone Quarried Plateau / 3a: Kirby and Gretton Plateau

LCT A: High Rutland

LCT 7: Wooded Clay Plateau

LCT E: Welland Valley

LCT 11: Wooded Limestone Hills & Valleys / 11a King’s Cliffe Hills and
Valleys
LCT 15: Farmed Scarp Slopes / 15c: Harringworth to Duddington

LCT 18: Broad River Valley Floodplain

Figure 3.1: Landscape Character Types
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•
•
•
•
•
•

3.2.10

and post and wire fencing;
Numerous moderately sized woodlands, many comprising small coniferous and broadleaved
plantations;
Large, principally coniferous, plantations bordering Corby;
Settlement very limited across the plateau, which typically consists of occasional isolated
farmsteads and individual dwellings;
Network of mainly minor country lanes following elevated land, linking settlements to Corby;
Occasional active and disused quarries located across the plateau indicative of the value of the
locally quarried iron ore and Ironstone deposits to the growth of Corby;
Use of locally quarried stone for both walls and houses, frequently constructed in distinctive local
vernacular.

LCT 11: Wooded Limestone Hills and Valleys
The Wooded Limestone Hills and Valleys is an undulating transitional landscape in the north of the
county, between the open agricultural farmland of the Limestone Plateau, and the Wooded Clay
Plateau, associated with Rockingham Forest. Area 11a King’s Cliffe Hills and Valleys is sparsely settled,
the main village being King’s Cliffe, situated along the valley of the Willow Brook, and Yarwell and
Nassington, both of which overlook the Nene valley. The key characteristics of this area are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

A series of broad valleys and broad low hills, dipping gradually to the east;
Limited long distance views due to screening effect of landform and woodland blocks;
Willow Brook provides the main drainage feature, dammed in a number of places to form a series
of lakes with other minor tributaries also draining the area;
Predominance of arable land with areas of improved pasture and calcareous grassland frequent
along watercourses;
Arable fields frequently large in scale, whilst grazed pastures and calcareous grassland are
generally smaller in scale;
Fields a mixture of regular and sub regular shapes enclosed mainly by low to medium height well
trimmed hedgerows with infrequent hedgerow trees;

Figure 3.2: Landscape Character of the Farmed Scarp Slopes and Welland Valley
Collington Winter Ltd
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•
•
•
•
•

3.2.11

Limited limestone walls evident across the landscape;
Significant woodland cover of varying composition with large areas designated as ancient
woodland;
Villages of varying size generally located on lower slopes adjacent to watercourses elsewhere,
the area is thinly settled with farms and individual dwellings;
Country houses and gardens, although limited, are important features in the landscape;
Communication routes principally confined to minor roads connecting small settlements and
individual dwellings, and frequently aligned adjacent to watercourses.

LCT 15: Farmed Scarp Slopes
The Farmed Scarp Slopes is a linear and narrow landscape area which borders the Welland floodplain.
Area 15c: Harringworth to Duddington lies adjacent to the River Welland and has a sparse settlement
pattern. The key characteristics of this area are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Relatively steep elevated northwest facing scarp slope;
Sense of elevation with dramatic panoramic views over the Welland to neighbouring Leicestershire
and Rutland;
Relief often makes the scarp slopes poorly suited to arable farming although gentler slopes are
often cultivated;
Limited areas of calcareous and neutral grassland and linear belts of woodland mark particularly
steep slopes;
Distinct break of slope and steep landform often marks a clear transition with neighbouring upland
landscapes;
Gentler landform on lower slopes;
Limited settlement, generally found on the fringes of the landscape spilling over from neighbouring
‘upland’ landscapes and extending up from the adjacent lowland vale;
Where present, neat hedgerows emphasise landform features;
Widespread ridge and furrow evident in areas of permanent pasture;
Castles sited to exploit strategic positions overlooking the vale.
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3.2.12

The Rutland Landscape Character Assessment was prepared by David Tyldesley and Associates in
2003 and covers the northern portion of the study area, which provides the wider landscape setting
for Wakerley Quarry. The landscape character types of relevance to this LVIA are:
•
•

LCT A: High Rutland / Aii: Ridges & Valleys
LCT E: Welland Valley / Eii: Middle Valley East

These landscape character areas are illustrated in Figure 3.1: Landscape Character Types and
extracts are supplied at Appendix B.
3.2.13

Local Character - The Landscape at Wakerley and Wakerley Quarry
The landscape surrounding Wakerley is one of a gently rolling and well wooded landform. See Figure
3.2: Landscape Character of the Farmed Scarp Slopes and Welland Valley.

3.2.14

The elevated scarp slopes create a predominantly panoramic and wide-scale landscape, dissected
by belts of woodland and mature hedgerows. Beyond the steep scarp slopes, the landscape
becomes gently rolling. This is a rural landscape, where agriculture is the dominant land-use and
a series of medium and large size arable fields occupy the rolling topography. Field are defined
predominantly by hedgerows, although some in-field hedgerows are gappy in places, where field are
gradually becoming combined into larger units.

3.2.14

The River Welland passes through the study area although it is often hard to discern within the farmed
landscape. The scarp slope to the south of Wakerley is dominated by woodland, with Wakerley Great
Wood and Long Wood extending around the southern boundary of Wakerley Quarry. This is an area
of ancient woodland, managed by the Forestry Commission and has public access throughout the
year. Beyond these woods is an area of Countryside and Rights of Way (CROW) Act 2000 woodland.
These blocks of woodland are strong, vertical elements within the landscape, restricting intervisibility
across the landform.

3.2.15

Shelterbelt, screen planting associated with Wakerley Quarry and located to the north of the site, is
maturing and providing a visual screen for receptors from the north. These shelterbelt screen add to
the wooded character of the area.

3.2.16

Active and former quarries and redundant airfields are also a characteristic feature of this landscape.

3.3

Landscape Designations

3.3.1

The statutory designations relevant to the landscape surrounding Wakerley Quarry are discussed
below and those which are located within 3km of the site are illustrated at Figure 3.3: Landscape
Designations, Figure 3.4: Countryside and Rights of Way (CROW) Act 2000 and Figure 3.5: Listed
Buildings within 2km of the Site.

3.3.2

Conservation Areas
Local authorities have a statutory duty to identify, designate, preserve and enhance conservation
areas within their administrative areas. The aim in a conservation area is to preserve or enhance not
merely individual buildings but all those elements, which may include minor buildings, trees, open
spaces, walls, paving materials etc, which together make up a familiar and cherished local scene.
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3.3.3

The are five conservation areas located within the study area for this LVIA. They are:
•
•
•
•
•

Wakerley
Borrowden
Morcott
Harringworth
Laxton

3.3.4

The site assessment confirmed no intervisibility between these conservation area and the site at
Wakerley Quarry, where the restoration proposals will restore the site close to post-development
levels, due to mature, intervening vegetation.

3.3.5

Scheduled Monuments
Under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 (1) the Secretary of State for
Culture, Media and Sport is required to keep a Schedule of Monuments. The Schedule is administered
by Historic England. A Scheduled Monument is a nationally important historic site or monument which
is given legal protection by being placed on a list, or ‘schedule’. Scheduling is the only legal protection
specifically for archaeological sites.

3.3.6

There are several scheduled monuments within the study area. These are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Manor House And Gardens
Wakerley Bridge
Bowl Barrow North Of Hill Side Spinney
Fineshade Motte And Bailey Castle And Abbey
Iron Age Enclosure
Market Cross 10M West Of Cross Farmhouse

3.3.7

The site assessment confirmed no intervisibility between the scheduled monuments and the site at
Wakerley Quarry, where the restoration proposals seek to restore the site close to post-development
contour levels.

3.3.8

Registered Common Land / Countryside and Rights of Way (CROW) Act 2000
Under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CROW), the public can walk freely on mapped
areas of mountain, moor, heath, downland and registered common land, without having to stick to
paths. The desktop survey concluded that there are two areas of CROW designations within the study
area. They are:

3.3.9

•
•

3.3.10

The site assessment confirmed that there is intervisibility between the northern boundary of Laxton
Wood and a small section of the southern boundary of the site, however there is predominantly no
intervisibility between the other areas of CROW designation land and the site.

3.3.11

Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) are the country’s very best wildlife and geological sites and
they include some of our most spectacular and beautiful habitats. The current legal framework for

St Mary’s Wood, Adams Wood, Laxon Wood, Wood Hollow and Town Wood
Mill Wood, Far Markham’s Wood, Old Sale, The Gullet, Dales Wood and Cunnington’s Spinney
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Figure 3.3: Landscape Designations.
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Figure 3.4: Countryside and Rights of Way (CROW) Act 2000
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Figure 3.5: Listed Buildings within 2km of the site (Sourse http://magic.defra.gov.uk)
Collington Winter Ltd

23

Wakerley Quarry, Northamptonshire

3 : Landscape Baseline
SSSIs is provided in England and Wales by the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, amended in 1985
and further substantially amended in 2000 (by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000). SSSIs are
also covered under the Water Resources Act 1991 and related legislation.
3.3.12

There are two areas designated as SSSI within the study area. These are:
•
•

Wakerley Spinney SSSI
Seaton Meadows SSSI

3.3.13

The Wakerley Spinney SSSI lies to the east of the site and was notified in 1970 due to its native
broadleaved woodland and semi-natural grassland interest. The site is part ancient and is considered
to be a relic of the Royal Forest of Rockingham, and part secondary, where woodland has developed
on old limestone workings.

3.3.14

The site assessment confirmed no intervisibility between either of the SSSIs within the study are and the
site at Wakerley Quarry.

3.3.15

Listed Buildings and Structures
Listed buildings of all grades I, II* and II are defined as being of national importance.

3.3.16

There are many Listed Buildings located within the study area and Figure 3.6 Illustrates those located
within 2km of the site. The site assessment confirmed that the listed buildings located up to 2km from
the site will have no direct intervisibility with the site for restoration at Wakerley Quarry, due to mature,
intervening vegetation.

3.3.17

Local Wildlife Sites (LWS)
Local Wildlife Sites are exceptional areas of land and some of our most valuable wildlife areas.
Examples range from field ponds, streams and reedbeds, to ancient woodlands, flower rich meadows
and hedgerows. They can be found on land including farms, small holdings, roadside verges and
parks. Local Wildlife Sites are the most important places for wildlife outside legally protected areas
such as Sites of Special Scientific Interest. There are over 40,000 Local Wildlife Sites in the UK and
there are several located within the study area. These sites are illustrated in Figure 3.3: Landscape
Designations.

3.3.18

The only LWSs to have intervisibility with the site at Wakerley Quarry are Wakerley Great Wood and Long
Wood. Intervisibility is restricted by the dense woodland edge and the consented site operations. The
current access road for the quarry runs along the northern boundary of Long Wood. It is understood
that areas of the site adjacent to these LWSs will be predominantly unworked, however the area of
land to the north of Long Wood will become operational and will therefore by part of the current
restoration proposals to restore the site close to post-development levels. This LVIA considers that,
despite this close proximity to the LWS, the current proposals will not have an impact upon the LWSs.

3.3.11

Public Rights of Way (PRoW)
Public rights of way are highways that allow the public a legal right of passage. The highway authorities
keep definitive maps of public rights of way. They provide conclusive evidence of the existence of a
public right of way.
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3.3.12

Public rights of way within 3km of the site are shown in Figure 3.3: Landscape Designations. All public
footpaths within 3km of the site, which have the potential for visibility of the site, were walked. The
potential for intervisibility with the site was verified. Photoviewpoints 1 to 5 (pages 33 to 38) illustrate
the potential visibility of the site from public rights of way.

3.4

Assessment of Landscape Sensitivity, Condition and Value.

3.4.1

The sensitivity of the landscape to change is the degree to which a particular landscape can
accommodate changes, or new features, without significant detrimental effects to its essential
characteristics. Sensitivity is defined as being high, medium or low. (See Table 2.1a, page 8). The
condition and value of the landscape at various scales are also considered.

3.4.2

The following table considers the sensitivity of landscape receptors, identified in the Landscape
Baseline, to change resulting from the proposal to import inert waste materials to restore ground levels
back close to the original, pre-development contours, rather than the previously approved, lower
contour levels. See Figure1.3: Restoration Levels Plan on page 6.

3.4.3

This LVIA does not consider the sensitivity of the landscape to change from approved, ongoing
mining operations, including soil stripping and quarrying and the current, approved restoration plans
to revert the landscape back to a low level landscape.
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National Character Areas (NCA)
Landscape Receptor
92: Rockingham Forest

Sensitivity of Receptor

Landscape Condition

Landscape Value

High

Medium to High

High

NCA 21 is a broad and undulating, plateau and ridge landscape. The NCA is highly wooded and many
areas of ancient woodland, especially associated with the Rockingham Forest. This is an agrarian landscape,
with medium to large scale fields, defined and dissected by mature native hedgerows. The landscape within
which the study area lies is consistent with and characteristic of NCA:92. This is a recognisable landscape, with
a strong and dramatic sense of place.
Magnitude of Change

Significance of Effects

Residual Change
(After 10-15 years)

No Change

Neutral Beneficial

Major Beneficial

Following restoration of
the site back close to
the original contours is
considered to have no
change to the NCA.

The key characteristics
of the landscape will be
strengthened following
restoration.

The proposed scheme has the potential to accord
seamlessly with the NCA character and significantly
improve the quality of the landscape through
restoration and the removal of damage caused by
existing land-use.

County / District Character
Landscape Receptor

Sensitivity of Receptor

Landscape Condition

Landscape Value

LCT 3: Ironstone Quarried
Plateau
LCT 11: Wooded
Limestone Hills & Valleys
LCT 15: Farmed Scarp
Slopes

Medium to High

Medium

High

The site at Wakerley Quarry washes over three LCT areas, with the greater part of the site occupying a position
within the LCT 3: Ironstone Quarried Plateau. This is an elevated and gently undulating landscape with a
farmed and tranquil character. Characteristic calcareous grassland has established on former quarry sites
and is consistent with the landscape at Wakerley Quarry. Woodland is not prolific within the LCT, however at
Wakerley, the landscape, especially elevated land, is dominated by woodland cover. At a local level, some
deterioration in the condition of hedgerows was noted, with room for improvement. The proposal to restore
the site back close to original contours would be at a scale that is barely significant upon the LCTs as a whole.
Magnitude of Change

Significance of Effects

Residual Change
(After 10-15 years)

No Change

Neutral Beneficial

Major Beneficial

Following restoration of
the site back close to
the original contours is
considered to have no
change to the NCA.

The key characteristics
of the landscape will be
strengthened following
restoration.

The proposed scheme has the potential to accord
seamlessly with the LCTs character of the district
and significantly improve the quality of the local
landscape through restoration and the removal of
damage caused by consented, existing land-use.
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Conservation Areas
Landscape Receptor

Sensitivity of Receptor

Landscape Condition

Landscape Value

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

There are five conservation area designation within the study area, however, as there is no intervisibility between
the conservation areas and the quarry site (as it is restored back close to the original, pre-development
contours), this landscape receptor has been scoped out of this assessment of sensitivity.
Magnitude of Change

Significance of Effects

Residual Change
(After 10-15 years)

N/A

N/A

N/A

Registered Common Land / CROW
Landscape Receptor

Sensitivity of Receptor

Landscape Condition

Landscape Value

CROW Designation Land

High

Medium to High

High

The CROW designation within the study area occupies woodland to the south and south east of the site at
Wakerley Quarry. Whilst the site assessment confirmed that there is limited intervisibility with the woodland, the
woodland is nonetheless, of high local landscape value. The proposal to restore the quarry site back to the
original contours is seen as a positive and beneficial effect, which will in turn have a beneficial effect upon the
character and quality of the transitional landscape between the quarry site and the CROW designation land
and will improve the setting of the CROW landscape for users of the woodland.
Magnitude of Change

Significance of Effects

Residual Change
(After 10-15 years)

No Change

Neutral Beneficial

Major Beneficial

Following restoration of
the site back close to
the original contours is
considered to have no
change to the NCA.

The key characteristics
of the landscape will be
strengthened following
restoration.

The proposed scheme has the potential to accord
seamlessly with the character and quality of the of
the designated CROW woodland through restoration
and the removal of damage caused by consented,
existing land-use.

Designated Assets
Landscape Receptor
Scheduled Monuments,
Listed Buildings, SSSI etc

Sensitivity of Receptor

Landscape Condition

Landscape Value

N/A

N/A

N/A

The landscape designations which are located within the study area are illustrated at Figure 3.3 on page 22.
There is no intervisibility between these landscape designations and the quarry site (as it is restored back close
to the original, pre-development contours), therefore these landscape receptors have been scoped out of
this assessment of sensitivity.
Magnitude of Change

Significance of Effects

Residual Change
(After 10-15 years)

N/A

N/A

N/A
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Local Wildlife Site (LWS)
Landscape Receptor
Wakerley Great Wood
Long Wood

Sensitivity of Receptor

Landscape Condition

Landscape Value

High

High

High

The LWS located within the study area are considered to be exceptional areas of land, valued for their
character and biodiversity. Wakerley Great Wood and Long Wood both have intervisibility with the site, albeit
restricted by the dense woodland edge. Both areas of woodland are open to the public and are managed
by the Forestry Commission. The proposal to restore the quarry site back close to the original contours is seen
as a positive and beneficial effect, which will in turn have a beneficial effect upon the character and quality
of the landscape between the quarry site and the LWS designation land.
Magnitude of Change

Significance of Effects

Residual Change
(After 10-15 years)

No Change

Neutral Beneficial

Major Beneficial

Following restoration of
the site back close to
the original contours is
considered to have no
change to the NCA.

The key characteristics
of the landscape will be
strengthened following
restoration.

The proposed scheme has the potential to accord
seamlessly with the character and quality of the of
the designated LWS woodland through restoration
and the removal of damage caused by consented,
existing land-use of quarrying. At a local scale, the
restoration back to lose to the original contours will
ensure that the site’s original value as habitat and
character are restored rather than introducing a new
character, adjacent to an important LWS.

Current Land Use of Land
Landscape Receptor
Wakerley Quarry Site

Sensitivity of Receptor

Landscape Condition

Landscape Value

Low

Poor

Poor

The site at Wakerley Quarry is located approximately 0.5 kilometres south-west of the village of Wakerley and
within a predominantly rural, rolling landscape. The quarry site is surrounding by agrarian and forestry land-use
and has been worked for a number of years. Prior to the quarrying operations, the site was an airfield. Due
to the current use of the site as an operational quarry, the sensitivity of the receptor is considered to be low,
as the landscape structure is weak and has been disturbed. Although large areas of the site are currently
un-worked, there is still a poor sense of place, which is only improved when viewed within the context of the
surrounding LWS woodland and calcareous grassland to the west. The soil mounds, which are part of the
consented scheme, located at the site boundaries, are visually detracting and reduce the condition and
value of the site.
As phases of quarrying operations are completed, there is a consented, progressive restoration scheme,
which aims to restore the site to a lower level than its previously un-worked landform. This LVIA supports the
new proposal to restore back to close to the original, pre-development contours, reverting the landscape
to an agrarian character, with grassland and woodland, which will assimilate with the surrounding, wider
landscape character.
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Magnitude of Change

Significance of Effects

Residual Change
(After 10-15 years)

High

Moderate Beneficial

Major Beneficial

The site is currently a
working quarry, with
phases of soil stripping,
quarrying and landscape
restoration.

The key characteristics
of the landscape will be
strengthened following
restoration.

The proposed scheme, to restore back close to
the original contours, has the potential to accord
seamlessly with the surrounding landscape character
and land-use and significantly improve the quality
of the local landscape through restoration and the
removal of damage caused by consented, existing
land-use.

Restoration of the site will
have a high magnitude
of change, as there will
be a major alteration
to one or more of the
key elements which
are characteristic of
its current character,
(albeit it negative
characteristics).
The attributes of the
current, receiving
landscape will therefore
be substantially changed,
leading to a high
magnitude of change, in
a predominantly positive
manner.
Restoration of the site
back close to the original
contours is considered
to have a significant
change to the current
land-use of the site.
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4.0

Visual Baseline

4.1

Assessment Context

4.1.1

This visual assessment aims to establish the potential for visibility of the proposed progressive infilling
operation of inert waste, to restore ground levels back close to the original, pre-development levels,
rather than the previously approved, lower contour levels, from the surrounding public visual receptors
and to consider, in outline, any potential for landscape and visual effects arising from this proposed
restoration of the site. This visual assessment will not consider any visual impacts arising from ongoing
quarrying operations.

4.1.2

The landscape baseline studies considered receptors within a 4km radius from the site, the initial site
assessment predominantly scoped out views from beyond 1km to the south of the site, due to the
proximity of dense woodland.

4.1.3

Sensitivity of Visual Receptors (Table 1b, page 8)
The sensitivity of the landscape to change is the degree to which a particular landscape can
accommodate changes, or new features, without significant detrimental effects to its essential
characteristics.

4.1.4

The sensitivity of visual receptors will depend on three key factors:
•
•
•

The receptor’s activity whilst exposed to the view (work, recreational activities, resident);
Degree of exposure to view; and,
Period of exposure to view.

4.1.5

The sensitivity of landscape character or a visual receptor is defined as being high/medium/low,
where high is the most sensitive.

4.2

Visual Assessment

4.2.1

A visual assessment has been carried out according to the methodology set out in Section 2. All
photoviewpoints are restricted to publicly accessible locations, such as footpaths. Views from privately
owned properties have been considered, where there is a likelihood of a view, within the scope of
this report.

4.2.2

It should be noted that the site assessment was carried out in late June and the broadleaved trees
were in leaf. In accordance with guidance, it is good practice to undertake visual assessments during
the winter months, when the trees are predominantly bare. This is because leaves and vegetation filter
views, and winter views therefore present a ‘worst case scenario’ for visual effects. Notwithstanding
this, an LVA can be carried out throughout the summer months and still remain fundamentally sound
as a basis for planning decisions. Photographs have been taken using a DSLA with a 50mm focal
length standard lens.

4.2.3

Photoviewpoint locations are set out in Figure 4.1 and are discussed on the following pages. The
photoviewpoints have been selected where there is a view of the quarry site, which will be extant
during operations and after restoration. A photograph has not been taken if the quarry site is screened
from view by vegetation or behind a consented soil mound. Views of current quarrying operations
have not been taken. The baseline for all visual receptors is the consented, operational scheme.
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4 : Visual Baseline
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Ordnance Survey © Crown Copyright 2015. All rights reserved. Licence number 0100031673.
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4 : Visual Baseline
Long Wood

Wakerley Great Wood

Viewpoint No.1

Short Wood

Grid Reference SP 94044 97578

Looking south east from Footpath PC2
Footpath from Wakerley to Laxton.

This footpath has a temporary diversion in place Image - Stitched panorama of multiple photographs

throughout the quarrying operations.
Description of View

Sensitivity of Visual Receptor

Magnitude of Change

Significance of Effects

Residual Change (After 10-15 years)

The view afforded from this location on the
diverted footpath is looking into the western
extent of the quarry site. The landscape is
currently one of grassland, associated with
the old airfield and some arable production
to the rear of the view.

High

Operation & Restoration phase - No Change

Operation & Restoration
phase - Neutral

Major Beneficial

Views from this location, throughout the
operational and restoration phase, will
be screened from view behind a top-soil
mound, with a further mound alongside the
boundary with Short Wood. The baseline
for this view will be the consented top-soil
mound, in place along the boundary, which
is an accepted effect of operations.
It is understood that this area of the quarry
site will be worked during a later phase,
however as this is a later phase of work, the
view is currently open. Alongside quarrying
operations, there will be a phased and
progressive infilling of the void, to restore
the site back close to the pre-development
levels, to enable the landscape to assimilate
with the character of the wider landscape
at Wakerley.
Collington Winter Ltd

Receptor is on a Public Right of Way, with an The consented top-soil screening mound, in place throughout
quarrying operations and the restoration phase and operations
open and direct view of the site.
to removed the consented mound, will be a dominant and
NOTE: Once this view is of an operational
recognisable feature in the scene and is accepted, through the
phase of work, the sensitivity of this receptor current consent, as having an adverse effect upon this view. The
will change to medium, as a screening
operations to infill the voids will not require any further screening from
mound will be in place and is considered
this location and so the magnitude of change of those operations,
from this receptor, are considered to be no change, as there will be
to be an intrusive feature, which will restrict
no change to the view of the mound experienced.
clear and open visibility of the site.
Post-restoration - Negligible
Following restoration, the landform will revert close to predevelopment contour levels and will revert back to agricultural
use, with calcareous grassland, with agricultural fields beyond,
resulting in a low magnitude of change, where the calcareous
grassland will constitute a change in the scene which will not be
immediately apparent. This grassland will be seen within the context
of established calcareous grassland to the west of this location.
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The key characteristics
of the view would be
neither weakened or
strengthened by the
proposal.

Post-restoration Moderate Beneficial
There will be a noticeable
improvement of this view,
with the introduction
of new calcareous
grassland.

The residual change in the landscape
over time, following operations to
restore progressively, close to predevelopment levels, is considered
to be major beneficial, as the new
calcareous grassland will cause a
significant improvement in the view
of the post quarrying operations
landscape, blending into the
surrounding landscape context.
The key characteristics of the view will
be strengthened by the proposal as
the restored landscape will assimilate
with the character of the wider
landscape at Wakerley.

Wakerley Quarry, Northamptonshire

4 : Visual Baseline
Wakerley Church Spire

Long Wood

Approximate extent of site visible within this view (including access road into quarry site)

Viewpoint No.2

Grid Reference SP 91340 98784

Looking south east from the road to Seaton/ the Rutland Round Footpath
Image - Stitched panorama of multiple photographs
Description of View

Sensitivity of Visual Receptor

Medium
This view, looking southeast from an
elevated viewpoint c3.5km from the site at
Wakerley Quarry, is a wide-scale, panoramic Receptor is user of a public right of way with
a restricted view, or is a motorised user of a
view of the LCT 15: Farmed Scarp Slope.
minor or unclassified road in the countryside,
The existing quarrying operations are visible
where alteration is focussed upon the often
on the skyline, however from this viewpoint,
narrow and winding route ahead.
detail is largely obscured and barely
discernible by the human eye.

Collington Winter Ltd

Magnitude of Change
Operation & Restoration phase - Negligible

Significance of Effects
Operation & Restoration
phase - Neutral

Views of current operation and the progressive restoration works are
barely discernible within this view as they are at such a distance that The key characteristics of
they are scarcely appreciated. Consequently, they have little effect the view would be neither
weakened or strengthened
upon the character and quality of this landscape scene.
by the proposal.

Post-restoration - Negligible

Post-restoration - Neutral

Following restoration, the landform will barely discernible within
this view as they are at such a distance that they are scarcely
appreciated. Consequently, they have little effect upon the
character and quality of this landscape scene.

There will be no
discernible deterioration
or improvement to this
existing view following
restoration of the site.
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Residual Change (After 10-15 years)
Minor Beneficial
The residual change in the
landscape over time, following
operations to restore progressively,
close to pre-development levels, is
considered to be minor beneficial
from this viewpoint.
Upon cessation of quarrying
operations and once the restored
site has begun to mature, from
this viewpoint, there will be a slight
improvement in the view.

Wakerley Quarry, Northamptonshire

4 : Visual Baseline
Long Wood

Wakerley to Shotley Road

Wakerley Great Wood

Greenwood Sale

Short Wood

Approximate extent of site visible within this view (including access road into quarry site)

Viewpoint No.3

Grid Reference SP 93559 99750

Looking south from Seaton Road.
Image - Stitched panorama of multiple photographs
Description of View

Sensitivity of Visual Receptor

Magnitude of Change

Significance of Effects

Residual Change (After 10-15 years)

The view afforded from a gap within a
mature a well developed hedgerow along
Seaton Road, looks south towards the site.

Medium

Operation & Restoration phase - Negligible to Low

Operation & Restoration
phase - Neutral

Minor Beneficial

Receptor is a motorised user of a minor or
unclassified road in the countryside, where
alteration is focussed upon the often narrow
and winding route ahead.

Views of current operation and the progressive restoration works
are currently barely discernible within this view as they are at such
a distance that they are scarcely appreciated. However, once the
phase of operations moves to the left of the view, there will be the
potential for greater visibility.

Current quarry operations are barely visible
on the skyline. Properties which stand on
Seaton Road have well screened garden
and are therefore unlikely to be afforded this
open view of the site.
The site is seen within the context of an
agricultural, rural landscape, which is well
wooded. There is currently no break of
skyline caused by quarrying operations.

Collington Winter Ltd

The key characteristics
of the view would be
neither weakened or
strengthened by the
proposal.

The residual change in the landscape
over time, following operations to
restore progressively, close to predevelopment levels, is considered
to be minor beneficial from this
viewpoint.

Post-restoration - Negligible

Post-restoration - Neutral

Upon cessation of quarrying
operations and once the restored
site has begun to mature, from
this viewpoint, there will be a slight
improvement in the view.

Following restoration back close to pre-development levels,
the landform within this view will be seen as having a negligible
magnitude of change as the restore landform will be largely
indiscernible and scarcely appreciated within this panoramic view.

There will be no
discernible deterioration
or improvement to this
existing view following
restoration of the site.

Consequently, the view of the operation and restoration phases of
the site are considered to have a negligible to low magnitude of
change from this viewpoint, as they constituent a mi nor component
in the current view and have little effect upon the character and
quality of this landscape scene.
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4 : Visual Baseline
Long Wood

Roof of Disused Kiln (grade II)

Short Wood

Approximate extent of site visible within this view (including access road into quarry site)

Viewpoint No.4a

Grid Reference SK 94533 00271

Looking south east from Back Road, Barrowden
Image - Stitched panorama of multiple photographs
Description of View

Sensitivity of Visual Receptor

Magnitude of Change

The view afforded from Back Road in
Barrowden, looks south east towards the
quarry site.

Medium

Operation & Restoration phase - No Change

Receptor is a pedestrian or motorised
user of a minor or unclassified road in the
countryside, where alteration is focussed
upon the often narrow and winding route
ahead.

Views of current operation and the progressive restoration works are
barely discernible within this view.

The access road is well screened by
shelterbelt vegetation and there is currently
no view of quarry operations at this location.

Significance of Effects
Operation & Restoration
phase - Neutral
The key characteristics
of the view would be
neither weakened or
strengthened by the
proposal.

Residual Change (After 10-15 years)
Neutral
The residual change in the
landscape, following operations
to infill the void created by mineral
extraction, will be neutral from this
viewpoint.

High
Residential receptors, with a predominantly
open and direct view of the site, from
windows of a principal living room, garden
or curtilage are considered to be of high
sensitivity.

Collington Winter Ltd

Post-restoration - No Change

Post-restoration - Neutral

There will be no view of the restored landscape afforded from this
viewpoint.

There will be no
discernible deterioration
or improvement to this
existing view following
restoration of the site.
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4 : Visual Baseline
Long Wood

Church of St Peter (grade II*)

Short Wood

Approximate extent of site visible within this view (including access road into quarry site)

Viewpoint No.4b

Grid Reference SK 42457 10660

Looking south from Back Road, Barrowden
Image - Stitched panorama of multiple photographs
Description of View

Sensitivity of Visual Receptor

Magnitude of Change

The view afforded from Back Road in
Barrowden, looks south towards the quarry
site.

Medium

Operation & Restoration phase - Negligible to Low
Views of current operation and the progressive restoration works
are currently barely discernible within this view as they are at such
a distance that they are scarcely appreciated. However, once the
phase of operations moves to the left of the view, there will be the
potential for greater visibility from this viewpoint.

Receptor is a pedestrian or motorised
user of a minor or unclassified road in the
From this viewpoint, there is some visibility of countryside, where alteration is focussed
current quarrying operations, seen on the
upon the often narrow and winding route
skyline and within a wooded and agricultural ahead.
context.
High
Residential receptors, with a predominantly
open and direct view of the site, from
windows of a principal living room, garden
or curtilage are considered to be of high
sensitivity.

Collington Winter Ltd

Consequently, the view of the operation and restoration phases of
the site are considered to have a negligible to low magnitude of
change from this viewpoint, as they constituent a minor component
in the current view and have little effect upon the character and
quality of this landscape scene.

Significance of Effects
Operation & Restoration
phase - Neutral
The key characteristics
of the view would be
neither weakened or
strengthened by the
proposal.

Post-restoration - Negligible

Post-restoration - Neutral

Following restoration back close to pre-development levels,
the landform within this view will be seen as having a negligible
magnitude of change as the restore landform will be largely
indiscernible and scarcely appreciated within this panoramic view
and will be seen within the existing agricultural context.

There will be no
discernible deterioration
or improvement to this
existing view following
restoration of the site.
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Residual Change (After 10-15 years)
Minor Beneficial
The residual change in the
landscape over time, following
operations to restore progressively,
close to pre-development levels, is
considered to be minor beneficial
from this viewpoint.
Upon cessation of quarrying
operations and once the restored
site has begun to mature, from
this viewpoint, there will be a slight
improvement in the view, with
a restored landform seen within
the context of the surrounding
agricultural landscape.

Wakerley Quarry, Northamptonshire

4 : Visual Baseline
Church Of St John The Baptist (grade I)

Long Wood

Wakerley Village

Approximate extent of site visible within this view (including access road into quarry site)

Viewpoint No.5

Grid Reference SK 96043 01040

Looking south west from un-named road off A47 to Barrowden.

Image - Stitched panorama of multiple photographs

Description of View

Sensitivity of Visual Receptor

Magnitude of Change

This view is afforded from an elevated
position, c3.5km to the north east of the site.

Medium

Operation & Restoration phase - Negligible

Receptor is a motorised, user of a minor or
unclassified road in the countryside, where
alteration is focussed upon the often narrow
and winding route ahead.

Views of current operation and the progressive restoration works are
barely discernible within this view as they are at such a distance that The key characteristics
they are scarcely appreciated. Consequently, they have little effect of the view would be
neither weakened or
upon the character and quality of this landscape scene.
strengthened by the
proposal.

The site is seen on the skyline and within
a heavily wooded context. Residential
dwellings in Wakerley are barely discernible
within this view.

Collington Winter Ltd

Significance of Effects
Operation & Restoration
phase - Neutral

Post-restoration - Negligible

Post-restoration - Neutral

Following restoration, the landform will barely discernible within
this view as they are at such a distance that they are scarcely
appreciated. Consequently, they have little effect upon the
character and quality of this landscape scene.

There will be no
discernible deterioration
or improvement to this
existing view following
restoration of the site.
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Residual Change (After 10-15 years)
Neutral
The residual change in the
landscape, following operations
to infill the void created by mineral
extraction, will be neutral from this
viewpoint.

Wakerley Quarry, Northamptonshire

5 : Conclusions
5.0

Conclusions

5.0.1

This landscape and visual impact assessment prepared to support an application at Wakerley
Quarry, Northamptonshire, for the importation of inert waste to fill the voids on site created by current
quarrying operations, to restore the site close to the pre-development levels, concludes the following
in respect of landscape character, sensitivity and visual matters.

5.1

Conclusions of the Landscape Baseline

5.1.1

The landscape within which the Wakerley Quarry lies has been shaped by past quarrying and mining
activities and evidence of this former land-use is seen within the landscape scene in the local area
and gives rise to some important calcareous grassland habitats. The areas importance developed as
an iron ore mining and steel producing centre and despite its close proximity to urban areas, it retains
its remote, rural tranquillity. The Current Landscape Character Assessment for Northamptonshire, LCT3:
Ironstone Quarried Plateau recognises the local importance of this land-use heritage and states:
Views to active and former quarry workings, and to industrial elements on the fringes of
Corby, act as a reminder of the area’s importance in the past as an iron ore mining and steel
producing centre.

5.1.2

At a national scale, the NCA 92: Rockingham Forest recognises that in terms of landscape changes:

•
•

Minerals
Historically the ironstone quarrying industry has been important. The gullets which remain
from this activity are important landscape features today.
Abandoned workings have been used as landfill sites such as at Kings Cliffe. Abandoned
quarries are key features in the landscape today.

and aims, through setting out landscape opportunities to:
•

•

Increase the biological quality, quantity and landscape connectivity of woodland in
the NCA. Support the establishment of new broadleaved woodland areas that are
well integrated with the surrounding landscape. These should connect existing ancient
woodland and parklands sites and provide biodiversity, landscape character and
recreational enhancement opportunities.....
Look for opportunities to improve the quality, quantity and connectivity of other isolated
but significant wildlife habitats including SSSI..... There is also an opportunity to enhance
the quality and connectivity of wildlife habitats throughout the farmed landscape and use
farm woodland, riverine and hedgerow corridors as the basis of strengthening landscape
character by establishing a better connected and diverse semi-natural landscape.

5.1.3

At a county/district scale, the Current Landscape Character assessment for Northamptonshire
highlights the importance of enhancing and conserving the key characteristics of the county
landscape.

5.1.4

The Landscape Restoration Plan illustrated at Figure 1.3 on page shows that proposed postdevelopment contour levels will be at a similar level to those of the pre-development site and once
the landform is restored, a combination of broadleaved woodland, calcareous grassland, agricultural
land and carr woodland with ponds where contours are favourable, will be cultivated.
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5 : Conclusions
5.1.5

This report concludes that the proposal will not give rise to any major effects upon landscape
character. By seeking to restore the site in a phased and progressive manner, back close to predevelopment contours, the quarry site will be better integrated into the existing and surrounding
landscape character and the resulting significance of the effect would be major beneficial, as the
site would have the potential to accord seamlessly with existing landscape character and significantly
improve the quality of the landscape and improve biodiversity, through restoration and the removal
of damage caused by existing land-use.

5.2

Conclusions of the Visual Assessment

5.2.1

Viewpoints 1 to 5 (pages 33 to 38) illustrate the potential visibility of the site.

5.2.2

The site assessment concludes that there are few public receptors with a clear, open and direct view
of the site at Wakerley Quarry, do to mature, intervening vegetation, rolling landform and the position
of current sub-soil screening mounds on the site boundary. Views are limited to receptors at the north,
north east and north west of the site, except for receptors on the recently diverted footpath PC2,
which runs around the southern and western boundary of the site.

5.2.3

The phased and progressive restoration of the quarry site, through the import of inert materials to
restore back close to pre-development contours is not anticipated to give rise to any significant
effects upon visual amenity, due to the enclosing nature of the existing maturing woodland and
the elevated location of the quarry site. There is limited visibility of the existing quarry operation and
where a view exists, it is predominantly at such a distance that the site is barely discernible within the
wider landscape context.

5.2.4

Operations to fill the void with inert materials will involve an increase in vehicle movements within
the quarry site, however it is not anticipated that such vehicle movements will be visible as existing
mitigation screen planting has matured and is effectively filtering views into the site. Once restored,
the landscape will be much improved and restored back to its pre-development landform and
character, with enhanced habitat value.

5.3

Cumulative Effects

5.3.1

Cumulative Effects are defined within the Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment’,
Landscape Institute (LI) & Institute of Environmental Management and Awareness (IEMA), Third Edition,
2013 as:
Cumulative landscape and visual effects result from additional changes to the landscape or
visual amenity caused by the proposed development in conjunction with other developments
(associated with or separate to it) or actions that occurred in the past, present or are likely
to occur in the foreseeable future. They may also affect the way in which the landscape is
experienced. Cumulative effects may be positive or negative. Where they comprise a range
of benefits, they may be considered to form part of the mitigation measures.

5.3.2

This LVIA assessment has identified no other proposed developments of a similar nature to the
proposals to restore the site back close to the pre-development contours, which are planned within
the study area. This report considers that the limited nature of visual effects likely to arise from the
proposed restoration works at Wakerley Quarry are not likely to give rise to any significant cumulative
effects from any future proposed developments within close proximity of the site.
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5 : Conclusions
5.4

Conclusions

5.4.1

Following a review of baseline information, together with consideration of likely landscape and visual
effects, it is considered that the proposal to restored the quarry site in a phased and progressive
manner, through the import of inert materials, to restore back close to pre-development contour
levels, on both landscape character and visual amenity is minimal.

5.4.2

By restoring the site back close to pre-development levels, the landscape at Wakerley Quarry will
accord once again with the existing and surrounding landscape character, restoring back to its
former character, rather than creating a new character for the site.

5.4.3

The site at Wakerley Quarry is considered to have capacity to accommodate the proposed restoration
scheme in landscape and visual terms.
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Appendices
Appendices
Appendix A

Extracts from the Northamptonshire Current Landscape Character
Assessment (2005) which are relevant to the site at Wakerley Quarry
- LCT 3: Ironstone Quarried Plateau
- LCT 11: Wooded Linestone Hills and Valleys
- LCT 15: Farmed Scarp Slopes

Appendix B

Extracts from the Rutland Landscape Character Assessment which
are relevant to the wider landscape context for the site
- LCT A: High Rutland
- LCT E: Welland Valley
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3 IRONSTONE QUARRIED PLATEAU

Character Areas
3a

Kirby and Gretton Plateau

© Crown copyright. All rights reserved.
Northamptonshire County Council:
Licence No. 100019331. Published 2006.

View to Seaton across the valley

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
•

Broad, elevated, gently undulating plateau area dissected by valleys with distinctive convex
profile valley sides;

•

drift deposits limited to gentler slopes below more elevated areas of land;

•

very limited standing or flowing water evident;

•

expansive long distance views across the open plateau, and into neighbouring counties;

•

predominantly arable land use with some improved pasture and limited areas of calcareous
grassland, often on former quarry sites;

•

seasonal rotation of arable cropping patterns and improved grassland interrupts otherwise
homogenous and simple land cover;

•

large scale, regular fields mainly enclosed by hedgerows and post and wire fencing;

•

numerous moderately sized woodlands, many comprising small coniferous and broadleaved
plantations;

•

large, principally coniferous, plantations bordering Corby;

•

hedgerows generally low and well clipped although intermittent sections show evidence of
decline and lack of maintenance;

•

settlement very limited across the plateau which typically consists of occasional isolated
farmsteads and individual dwellings;

•

network of mainly minor country lanes following elevated land, linking settlements to Corby;

•

occasional active and disused quarries located across the plateau, indicative of the value of
the locally quarried iron ore and ironstone deposits to the growth of Corby; and

•

use of locally quarried stone for both walls and houses, frequently constructed in distinctive
local vernacular.

CURRENT LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT
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3 IRONSTONE QUARRIED PLATEAU
Location and Introduction
The Ironstone Quarried Plateau landscape comprises a discrete area of elevated plateau to the
northeast of Kirby and east of Corby. It is bordered to the northwest by the Farmed Scarp Slopes
landscape character type, and to the east by the Wooded Clay Plateau and Wooded Limestone Hills
and Valleys landscape character types. At the county scale of assessment, only one area within
Northamptonshire was identified as Ironstone Quarried Plateau. The landscape type is therefore
represented as a single character area: The Kirby and Gretton Plateau. The descriptions below therefore
apply to the character area as well as the type.

Physical Influences
Geology and
Soils

Landform

Hydrology

Land Use and
Land Cover

The underlying geology is predominantly Inferior Oolite Ironstones of the Northampton Sand
Formation. These deposits date to the Middle Jurassic. Extensive mining has been undertaken to reach
the underlying ironstone and iron ore deposits, and the landscape contains the largest concentration
of former quarry sites in the county. Many former quarry boundaries are now marked by landfill sites.
Whilst not widespread, other geological formations are present. The most prominent of these are rocks
of the Lincolnshire Limestone Formation. These are the same rocks that form the Limestone Plateaux
landscapes to the north at Collyweston. Elsewhere, more limited outcrops of mudstones, sandstones
and limestones of the Rutland Formation, and Grantham Formation sandstones, siltstones and
mudstones may be identified.
Drift geology across the type is limited to isolated areas of glacial till (diamicton) dating to the
Quaternary period. These deposits extend westwards and southeastwards over the Wooded Clay
Plateau landscape character type where they cloak the underlying geology and have a significant
impact upon land use and landscape character.
Soils throughout the landscape are characteristically a rich orangey brown, reflecting the ironstone
geology from which they were derived. Although the characteristics of the soils varies across the
landscape type, the majority are disturbed soils from restored ironstone workings, including fine
loamy over clayey soils, and often reddish in colour. Small pockets on the outer edges of the type are
characterised by slowly permeable calcareous clayey soils, some associated with shallow well drained
brashy calcareous soils over limestone. Other areas are slowly permeable, seasonally waterlogged
clayey and fine loamy over clayey soils. Located along the most northern section of the landscape type
are two areas of shallow well drained brashy calcareous fine loamy soils over limestone, with limited
areas in the south also associated with slowly permeable calcareous clayey soils.
The Ironstone Quarried Plateau is a gently undulating landscape with an altitude of approximately
100m ASL, although land does rise gently to the west to 120m and fall in the east to 70m where streams
have cut broad, shallow valleys. The landscape has an elevated character in places, particularly along
its higher western fringes where views are possible across the county boundary into neighbouring
Leicestershire and Rutland. Away from these elevated landscapes, limited long distance viewing
opportunities exist, although wide sweeping views across the plateau are possible with woodlands and
landform forming a backdrop and reducing the overall sense of elevation.
Water features are not a significant characteristic of these plateau landscapes. Streams are present,
however, often flowing off the plateau northeastwards into the neighbouring Wooded Clay Plateau.
The most significant stream is Gretton Brook. This occupies a wide, shallow valley that runs from its
source located to the east of the Brookfield Plantation, eastwards to Bulwick where it enters the Willow
Brook. Kirby Hall is located in this intimate, quiet and secluded valley. Brooks and watercourses rarely
dictate field patterns. Drainage ditches are also not a feature of these plateau landscapes. Other water
features that are evident in the landscape comprise small natural field ponds and a limited number
of small man made reservoirs and lakes. A particular concentration of water bodies is evident in and
around the Priors Hall quarry, some of which have been incorporated into the golf course.
Improved pasture, often found in close proximity to calcareous grassland, predominates across the
plateau. The distribution of unimproved calcareous grasslands indicates that many have become
established on former extraction sites, particularly in the vicinity of Weldon. Arable farming is also
evident, particularly arable horticulture. Large scale intensive cereal cultivation, more typical of the
Wooded Clay Plateau landscape character type, is also evident, although its distribution is limited to the
area southeast of Weldon.

CURRENT LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT
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3 IRONSTONE QUARRIED PLATEAU
Woodland and
Trees

Large areas of the plateau are unwooded and therefore retain an open and expansive character.
However, significant areas of woodlands do exist, and where present, these make an important
contribution to landscape character, forming a backdrop to many long distance views. The largest
woodlands are Stanion Lane Plantation and Cowthick Plantation, which together define the southern
border of the landscape type, and Brookfield Plantation, which marks the boundary between the
Ironstone Quarried Plateau and industrial estates on the eastern edges of Corby. These woodlands are
predominantly coniferous and contain numerous tracks, but little in the way of public access. Elsewhere
woodlands are moderately sized broadleaved and coniferous woodlands, many planted on or bordering
former quarry workings. Linear belts of woodland are also a conspicuous and important landscape
element, particularly along the Gretton Brook in the vicinity of Kirby Hall. These tend to be located
along field boundaries, roads and streams. Where present, these small woodlands give the locality a
distinctly intimate, small-scale character, which is in striking contrast to more open areas.

Human Influences
Buildings and
Settlement

There is very little settlement within the Ironstone Quarried Plateau landscape. A small number of
roadside cottages are evident, but in the wider landscape there are few isolated houses and farmsteads.
This is possibly an indication of it being heavily quarried. The principal settlement is Gretton, which
is located mostly on the plateau but also extends down onto the Farmed Scarp Slopes landscape
type. The village contains numerous attractive Ironstone houses, many dating to the 17th Century
and constructed of local limestone and ironstone and sometimes banded with darker ironstone and
roofed with thatch or Collyweston Slate. The southwestern fringe of the plateau is bordered by Corby.
This town’s eastern fringe is dominated by industrial estates and large-scale factory units and works
buildings that exert a strong urbanising influence on neighbouring rural landscapes. Despite the
dominance of the town locally, landform and vegetation often obscures views to all but the tallest
landscape elements, ensuring that even landscapes in close proximity retain a rural character. This
is particularly evident in the grounds of Kirby Hall, which is located within a quiet, secluded valley,
although the Rockingham Motor Speedway circuit occupies a prominent position on the horizon.
Military buildings are associated with the disused Spanhoe airfield.

Kirby Hall and its parkland setting

Heritage
Features

The Elizabethan mansion of Kirby Hall is the principal heritage feature on the Plateau. It displays
ornate and intricate architectural detailing, despite parts of it being little more than a shell. The hall is
surrounded with gardens, including a restored parterre, and includes the site of the medieval village
of Kirby, now only visible as earthworks. The disused Spanhoe airfield to the west of Laxton is also an
important heritage feature. The site was used during the Second World to house the USAAF 315th
Troop Carrier Group of the 9th Air Force. Dakotas from this airfield towed gliders carrying British, Polish
and American troops to the D-Day beaches. Huts, the runway and a grounded RAF fighter plane are
potent reminders of its history.
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3 IRONSTONE QUARRIED PLATEAU
Boundaries and
Field Patterns

Communications
and Infrastructure

Recreation

Hedges typically comprise hawthorn and are low and well clipped although overgrown hedges are
conspicuous along some roads. Where present, overgrown hedges form dense visual screens thus
limiting expansive views across the plateau. Where low and well maintained, however, the hedgerows
divide up areas of pasture and arable land into a neat, geometric pattern. Where pasture is the
prevalent land use, post and wire fencing is often used to reinforce hedges. Post and wire fences are
also used to divide up arable fields, possibly where hedgerows have been lost or removed. Hedges
often contain mature or semi-mature oak, a number of which are stag headed. These are an important
landscape feature, contributing further to the landscape’s tree cover. Fields on the plateau are typically
large, to medium to large, particularly to the east of Corby. There is a particular concentration of small
and small to medium sized fields to the south of Gretton.
A number of direct, busy ‘A’ roads run through the landscape to the east of Corby. Beyond these
principal routes, however, roads are limited to quiet winding country lanes with wide verges that run
along elevated areas of the plateau linking villages in the surrounding landscape to Corby. Large areas
of the landscape are inaccessible to road traffic, allowing wide areas to retain a quiet, rural character,
despite the proximity of urban areas and influences. A significant feature to the south of Kirby is the
Eurohub. This is a 13.35 hectare (33 acre) site, which forms part of the Channel Tunnel rail freight
distribution centre. All other infrastructure is centred on Corby and its surroundings, although these
have limited local impact. A rail line runs in a tunnel beneath Brookfield Plantation and transmission
lines pass through Stanion Lane Plantation; however, woodland obscures views to the pylons and
venting shafts associated with these features.
Kirby Hall, owned and managed by English Heritage, is the principal focus of tourism on the plateau.
The Rockingham Circuit is also a significant attraction, although interest is principally confined to
race days and special events. In the wider countryside, pedestrian access is limited, due to the relative
absence of footpaths. The Jurassic Way is a notable exception, diverting onto the plateau, from the
Farmed Scarp Slopes between Gretton and Shotley, and providing some expansive views across the
Welland to Rutland for footpath users.

Rockingham Speedway

Aesthetic and Perceptual Qualities
Despite the close proximity of urban and industrial areas of Corby, much of the Ironstone Quarried
Plateau landscape retains a deeply rural, quiet character, with many areas being difficult to access. In
open areas, where long distance views into neighbouring Rutland are possible, a sense of elevation
and remoteness is often experienced. In contrast, where landform and vegetation limit views, a more
intimate quiet character is experienced. This is particularly the case in the broad valley of the Gretton
Brook in the vicinity of Kirby Hall. The Rockingham SpeedwayCircuit on the eastern perimeter of the
town and to the south of the Gretton Brook Valley is a notable reminder of the proximity of Corby.
The noise generated during race events is likely to extend its influence further into otherwise tranquil
areas of the landscape. Views to active and former quarry workings, and to industrial elements on the
fringes of Corby, act as a reminder of the area’s importance in the past as an iron ore mining and steel
producing centre.

Local Distinctiveness, Landscape Condition and Landscape Change
Long distance views over open areas of the plateau are particularly important. A noteworthy view is
from the Jurassic Way to the west of the Spanhoe airfield across the Welland Valley to the Windmill on
the outskirts of Morcott.
The condition and visual appeal of the landscape varies and is very much dependent on the influence
that urban features and quarrying has on the landscape, and views of it. In rural areas away from the
influence of Corby, the landscape is generally in a good condition, although over-mature hedgerows
and some stag headed oaks indicate a decline in landscape management.
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11. WOODED LIMESTONE HILLS AND VALLEY
Character Areas
11a

King’s Cliffe Hills and Valleys

© Crown copyright. All rights reserved.
Northamptonshire County Council:
Licence No. 100019331. Published 2006.

Kings Cliffe Hills and Valleys

Key Characteristics
•

A series of broad valleys and broad low hills, dipping gradually to the east;

•

limited long distance views due to screening effect of landform and woodland blocks;

•

Willow Brook provides the main drainage feature, dammed in a number of places to form a
series of lakes with other minor tributaries also draining the area;

•

predominance of arable land with areas of improved pasture and calcareous grassland
frequent along watercourses;

•

arable fields frequently large in scale, whilst grazed pastures and calcareous grassland are
generally smaller in scale;

•

fields a mixture of regular and sub regular shapes enclosed mainly by low to medium height
well trimmed hedgerows with infrequent hedgerow trees;

•

limited limestone walls evident across the landscape;

•

significant woodland cover of varying composition with large areas designated as ancient
woodland;

•

villages of varying size generally located on lower slopes adjacent to watercourses;
elsewhere, the area is thinly settled with farms and individual dwellings;

•

country houses and gardens, although limited, are important features in the landscape; and

•

communication routes principally confined to minor roads connecting small settlements and
individual dwellings, and frequently aligned adjacent to watercourses.

CURRENT LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT

114

11. WOODED LIMESTONE HILLS AND VALLEY
Location and Introduction
The Wooded Limestone Hills and Valleys comprise an area of undulating transitional landscape in the
north of the county between the open agricultural farmland of the Limestone Plateau, and the Wooded
Clay Plateau associated with Rockingham Forest. The valley of the Willow Brook, a tributary of the
Nene, is the dominant landscape feature, above which rise a series of broad low wooded hills that act as
watersheds between the numerous streams that drain into the Willow Brook.
The landscape extends as far south as Deene Park, beyond which the Willow Brook’s two principal
tributaries flow into the neighbouring Ironstone Quarried Plateau. To the northwest, the land falls
steeply along the stretch of Farmed Scarp Slopes between Wakerly and Duddington. To the southeast
the land falls again, this time more gently, forming the Limestone Valley Slopes that border the Nene.
The landscape is sparsely settled, the main village being King’s Cliffe, situated along the valley of the
Willow Brook, and Yarwell and Nassington, both of which overlook the Nene valley. As a result of the
sparse settlement pattern, the landscape retains a strong agricultural character, with arable farmland
the predominant land use on the hills and valley slopes, and pasture along the valley floor and close to
woodlands.
The sense of elevation and enclosure varies dramatically across the landscape. Some areas on the
fringes of the area afford long distance views over the surrounding lowlands. Within valleys and deep
undulations, however, and where significant woodlands screen long and middle distance views, an
intimate human scale landscape is perceived.

Physical Influences
Geology and
Soils

Landform

The action of the Willow Brook and its tributaries has exposed the underlying rocks. More elevated
areas are underlain by the Upper and Lower Lincolnshire Limestone Formation rocks of the Inferior
Oolite, and in other areas by Blisworth Limestone Formation rocks of the younger Great Oolite Group.
Oxford Clay Formation, the youngest rocks of the Jurassic period, is also evident on higher elevations
and fringing the Wooded Clay Plateau. The action of the Willow Brook and its tributaries has eroded
through and exposed a succession of Great and Inferior Oolite rock formations so the sequence from
the youngest Oxford Clay capping to isolated outcrops of Grantham Formation sandstone, siltstone
and mudstone and Northampton Sand Formation Ironstone are evident within the valley slopes. Drift
deposits are not common in the landscape. Alluvium is present along the course of the Willow Brook,
however, and glacial till is also evident as isolated patches on higher areas of land. The most significant
area lies on the hills to the northwest of King’s Cliffe, where the poorly drained soils are cloaked in large
areas of woodland.
The outcrop of the Upper Lincolnshire Limestone is very limited in Northamptonshire. However, a
notable outcrop occurs in the vicinity of the village of King’s Cliffe, where the remains of small quarries
are still evident adjacent to the Willow Brook. In addition to its local use, the King’s Cliffe Stone has
provided an important source of freestone and used for the construction of a number of notable
buildings such as Burghley House, some of the Colleges in Cambridge, and parts of the church at
Fotheringhay.
The dominant soil cover in the area comprises slowly permeable calcareous clayey soils associated
with shallow, well-drained brashy calcareous soils over limestone. There are also smaller pockets of
slowly permeable seasonally waterlogged clayey and fine loamy over clayey soils, and slowly permeable
seasonally waterlogged clayey with similar fine loamy over clayey soils.
Landform features within the landscape vary and are a direct result of erosion by the principal
watercourses that flow through the landscape, creating broad valleys between areas of upstanding
landform. The principal watercourses comprise the Willow Brook, and two other valley formations that
drain the landscape northwards to the Welland and southwards to the Nene. Broad, low hills form
watersheds between these wide shallow valleys and rise to a maximum elevation of 100m ASL on
the fringes of the Ironstone Quarried Plateau. The most prominent landform feature, however, is the
wooded ridgeline that lies to the northwest of King’s Cliffe. At a more local scale, ‘Cliffe’ refers to the
steep slope adjacent to the Willow Brook that marks the outcrop of the Upper Lincolnshire Limestone.
Land dips gradually eastwards and the lowest points in the landscape lie along the valley of the Willow
Brook and bordering the Nene floodplain to the south of Wansford.
Landform features, whilst not dramatic, offer a striking contrast to neighbouring plateau areas and
steeper landform associated with the Limestone Valley Slopes and the Farmed Scarp Slopes landscape
character types.
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11. WOODED LIMESTONE HILLS AND VALLEY
Hydrology

Land Use and
Land Cover

Woodland and
Trees

The main drainage feature in the Wooded Limestone Hills and Valleys is the Willow Brook. This
originates on the Ironstone Quarried Plateau to the east of Corby and flows around the northern extent
of the Wooded Clay Plateau in a wide shallow valley into the Nene at Elton. It has been dammed to
form lakes at a number of locations on its course, notably at Apethorpe Park and Deene Park where
water bodies form part of the designed parklands. To the north of the Willow Brook is a tributary of the
Welland that also originates on the Ironstone Quarried Plateau. It flows northwards, separated from the
Willow Brook by a low watershed. In the east of the landscape, two tributaries of the Nene rise in the
landscape and flow a short distance in wide shallow valleys.
There are few other hydrological features of note in the landscape. A small number of ponds are
evident, although their impact on local landscape character is limited. Although some appear to be
natural, others appear to have been established in former quarry workings, such as the water bodies to
the south of Old Sulehay Forest.
Arable cultivation predominates across the Wooded Limestone Hills and Valleys, with large fields of
both arable cereals and horticulture, often regular or sub regular in shape and dominating a number
of views possible from more elevated hills in the landscape. Long distance views, although apparent
across the area are in places restricted by significant woodland blocks on the horizon. Despite the
predominance of arable land, smaller fields of improved pasture and unimproved calcareous grassland
are frequent along watercourses on gently sloping landform and surrounding village settlement.
Calcareous grassland is particularly frequent to the east of the landscape type east of Apethorpe.
Improved pastures surrounding villages and farmsteads are often grazed by horses, with associated
features such as jumps being prominent in the farmed landscape.
Woodland is a significant characteristic of the character type, in particular along the northern edge
where extensive woodland blocks are associated with the ancient Rockingham Forest. Ancient
woodlands are common in this landscape, again predominating on the northern edge and to the east.
The largest woodland to the west, Wakerley Great Wood, is ancient with a mosaic of larch stands, oak,
ash, a stand of ancient Scots pine, and birch scrub woodland. A hazel coppice under storey is prominent
under areas of oak. A way marked trail leading from the woodland car park follows the medieval
boundary of Wakerley Great Park, remnants of the 13th Century deer park. The woodland, managed
by the Forestry Commission is not only a valuable recreational resource with orienteering, footpaths
and picnic areas, but it also contains rich and diverse archaeological remains. The oldest features are
two rare Bronze Age cairns. To the east of Wakerley Great Wood, Westhay Wood is also ancient with
adjoining woodland to the north and northwest managed by the Forestry Commission, again allowing
parking facilities and public rights of way. Both of these two woodlands comprise a mix of broadleaved,
coniferous and mixed woodland, with areas of young trees. In contrast, Collyweston Great Wood, the
third largest woodland is located on the northern boundary of the character type and consists largely
of broadleaved ancient woodland. Other woodlands vary in size and shape, although the majority are
broadleaved with only occasional small copses that are coniferous. Watercourses are frequently well
wooded, contributing to overall woodland cover in the landscape. Hedgerow trees are limited, however,
although those that do exist are mature and commonly include species of oak and ash.
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15 FARMED SCARP SLOPES
CHARACTER AREAS
15a
15b
15c
15d

Hothorpe Hills to Great Oxendon
Cottingham to Harringworth
Harringworth to Duddington
Duddington to Easton on the Hill

© Crown copyright. All rights reserved.
Northamptonshire County Council:
Licence No. 100019331. Published 2006.

Farmed Scarp Slopes

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
•

Relatively steep elevated northwest facing scarp slope;

•

sense of elevation with dramatic panoramic views over the Welland to neighbouring
Leicestershire and Rutland;

•

relief often makes the scarp slopes poorly suited to arable farming although gentler slopes
are often cultivated;

•

limited areas of calcareous and neutral grassland and linear belts of woodland mark
particularly steep slopes;

•

distinct break of slope and steep landform often marks a clear transition with neighbouring
upland landscapes;

•

gentler landform on lower slopes;

•

limited settlement, generally found on the fringes of the landscape spilling over from
neighbouring ‘upland’ landscapes and extending up from the adjacent lowland vale;

•

where present, neat hedgerows emphasise landform features;

•

widespread ridge and furrow evident in areas of permanent pasture; and

•

castles sited to exploit strategic positions overlooking the vale.

CURRENT LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT

146

15 FARMED SCARP SLOPES
LOCATION AND INTRODUCTION
The farmed scarp slopes border the Welland floodplain and Broad Unwooded Vale which themselves
mark the county’s northwestern boundary between Husbands Bosworth and Tinwell, a distance of
approximately 27 km. This linear landscape extends to a maximum width of just 1.3 km, and forms
a low but dramatic landscape feature that acts as a backdrop to lowland landscapes bordering the
Welland.
The landscape is formed from a range of geological formations ranging from a predominance of
limestone in the north to mudstones to the south in the vicinity of Market Harborough. The strong
landform feature has formed as a result of riverine erosion by the Welland. It defines the boundary
between the elevated landscapes of the Clay Plateau, Wooded Clay Plateau, Ironstone Quarried Plateau
and Wooded Limestone Hills and Valleys to the east, and the lowland riverine landscapes bordering
the Welland. Whilst a clear break of slope is sometimes evident at the top of the slope, field boundaries
rarely run a long it, but instead roll over the crest and blur the transition. The landform is gentler at the
foot of the scarp, and the transition between neighbouring types is further blurred by fields occupying
both the vale and scarp.

PHYSICAL INFLUENCES
Geology and
Soils

Landform

Hydrology

Land Use and
Land Cover

Woodland and
Trees

Various geological formations are exposed on the scarp slopes. The southern stretch of scarp (the
Hothorpe Hills) is comprised of Dyrham Siltstone and Whitby Mudstone Formations. These Lias Group
rocks are extensive in the locality and present below extensive drift deposits on the clay plateau to
the east, and underlie the lowland vale to the west. To the north, the scarp slopes are increasingly
influenced by Oolitic limestones and ironstone, particularly on the upper slopes where these deposits
can be seen to extend westwards into the Wooded Limestone Hills and Valleys. Lower slopes mirror the
geology of the vale, with softer mudstones forming a gentler scarp.
Drift geology is not widespread and deposits of glacial till tend to be localised and restricted to
elevated portions of the scarp fringing the uplands, where they are more extensive.
Soils across the Farmed Scarp Slope vary, but largely comprise a mosaic of slowly permeable, seasonally
waterlogged, clayey soils. Small pockets of shallow, well drained brashy calcareous fine loamy soils
over limestone are also evident. The most northern of the Farmed Scarp Slopes is characterised by
well-drained brashy fine and coarse loamy ferruginous soils over ironstone, with a linear band of slowly
permeable seasonally waterlogged clayey soils.
The scarp represents an abrupt face and rises in a concave profile from the low flat landscapes
bordering the Welland. The scarp varies in height from between 180 and 90m ASL in the south, where it
fringes the Broad Unwooded Vale and between 120 and 20m ASL in the north where it directly borders
the floodplain of the Welland. The steeper portions of the scarp tend to be located at the top of the
slope, becoming gentler on the lower slopes where the scarp merges into the lowland landscapes
bordering the river. Slope profiles tend to be smooth, particularly where permanent pasture cloaks the
hillside. The presence of localised hummocky land, such as that to the south of Gretton, is distinctive
and perhaps indicative of slippage.
There are few significant hydrological features along the scarp, with streams tending to flow eastwards
off the neighbouring uplands to the Nene catchment. However, a small number of streams flow off the
scarp into the Welland. These tend to be narrow brooks, often visible in the landscape as a linear band
of trees or vegetation and as a ‘dip’ in the convex profile of the scarp slope.
Land use varies across the scarp slopes, often reflecting local landform conditions. Permanent pasture
and woodland tend to be located on the steeper more marginal land with arable farming occupying
gentler slopes capable of cultivation. In many instances fields roll over the break of slope from the
neighbouring uplands and extend from the neighbouring lowland riverine landscapes, resulting in a
blurring of the transition between neighbouring landscape types across the scarp slopes.
Steeper portions of the scarp slopes are cloaked in woodland and from a dark, textural backdrop
to views eastwards from the vale. The influence of woodlands on the neighbouring plateau is also
important where they line the top of the scarp slopes and increase the perceived height of the scarp,
and therefore its visual prominence. Trees and hedgerows are also important, emphasising landform
features and creating visual cohesion across the landscape.
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15 FARMED SCARP SLOPES
HUMAN INFLUENCES

Rockingham

Buildings and
Settlement

Heritage
Features

Boundaries and
Field Patterns

New Street, Collyweston

The scarp slopes are thinly settled, with only a small number of villages entirely located within them.
Examples include Rockingham, which follows the east-west orientated road up the lower slopes of
the escarpment to the west of Corby, and Harringworth, which follows the road that runs along the
base of the scarp to the east of the Welland Viaduct. The periphery of a number of other settlements
is also evident. These tend principally to be located on the neighbouring ‘upland’ landscapes, such as
Collyweston and Gretton, and spill down onto the slopes.
Only a small number of farms and houses are present beyond these villages, giving wide areas of
the landscape a rural agricultural character. Where present, dwellings tend to be roadside dwellings
occurring either singly or in a small cluster of two or three dwellings.
The principal heritage features on the scarp slopes are medieval fortified sites, located on the elevated
land to take advantage of strategic points in the landscape that afford wide views over the surrounding
vale. The most well known is Rockingham Castle, originally a Norman stronghold strengthened
over successive centuries and converted into a comfortable house in the Tudor period. The gardens
surrounding the house are registered Grade II*. These represent an early formal garden with later
additions and landscape park. The gardens to the west and south of castle were laid out in the 16th
Century, with 17th and 19th Century additions. The park was originally established as a deer park in
the 13th Century or earlier, and then enlarged in 1485, and landscaped in the 18th Century. A second
Norman stronghold on the scarp is the impressive Motte and Bailey to the northeast of Sibbertoft
which survives today as earthworks.
Beyond these evocative sites, the landscape represents a relatively rich area of ridge and furrow, its
survival here having much to do with the steepness of land precluding intensive and destructive
modern agricultural methods, which elsewhere in the county have destroyed this finite resource. As
such, much of what remains lies below permanent pastures on steeper stretches of the slopes around
villages.
Field sizes and shapes vary considerably across the landscape, reflecting localised variations in
landform. As a rule, larger fields tend to be located on land that is more elevated with gentle gradients
rolling over from the neighbouring landscapes and rising up the gentle lower slopes from the riverine
landscapes below the scarp. These are principally used for arable cultivation. Small and medium sized
fields are also evident, with smaller fields creating intricate patterns on steeper slopes. Fields tend to be
either regular or sub regular in shape although a predominance of geometric fields is evident north of
Duddington.
Field boundaries are generally defined by hedgerows, although these are in various states of repair.
Along some stretches, hedges are low and well clipped; elsewhere they appear dense, of moderate
height, and slightly rambling with frequent hedgerow trees. Along some stretches, particularly in areas
used for grazing, hedges are gappy and reinforced with post and wire fences. Where hedgerows form
a continuous network, they emphasise landform features, divide the face of the scarp into a patchwork
of fields, and offer a textural backdrop to foreground views. Where large fields predominate, the unity
of land cover, as either permanent pasture or arable farming, creates a simple backdrop to views from
neighbouring riverine landscapes. These fields appear to have never been subdivided although in
places hedgerow removal and field amalgamation does appear to have taken place.
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15 FARMED SCARP SLOPES
Communications
and Infrastructure

Recreation

Communication routes tend to comprise narrow country lanes linking villages in the riverine
landscapes to the west, to those to the east of the scarp. The orientation of these routes varies. In many
instances, routes take a direct route up the slope, as is the case between Theddingworth and Sibbertoft.
These are sometimes steep and enclosed by tall hedgerows. Elsewhere, however, the road runs at the
base of the scarp, defining its lower limit, as is the case between Wakerly and Duddington. Routes also
run along the top of the scarp, for example the A43 south of Collyweston. They also follow the gentle
gradients on the mid slope, as occurs between Harringworth and Wakerly, from where fine views over
the Welland are possible to the surrounding countryside, and to the Welland Viaduct.
Whilst not characteristic of the scarp as a whole, the railway line is a prominent feature of the landscape
to the west of Gretton. Here, the impressive late Victorian Welland Viaduct extends across the Welland
valley, with the rail line taking a long route across the gradient of the scarp, gradually rising up the 60m
of slope across a distance of 5 km. To take account of local variations in landform on the scarp, its route
includes a series of cuttings and embankments before entering the Corby Tunnel at the top of the scarp.
There are few recreational opportunities on the scarp slope. The Jurassic Way runs along the slopes of
the scarp between Rockingham and Gretton, and again criss crosses the slopes to the north, offering
walkers fine views over the Welland to the surrounding landscape. The Hereward Way also runs up the
escarpment to the north and east of Easton on the Hill.
Beyond these promoted walks, only a limited number of footpaths offer access to the scarp slopes.

AESTHETIC AND PERCEPTUAL QUALITIES
The Farmed Scarp Slopes form a dramatic and relatively prominent landscape feature adjacent to the
low, riverine landscapes that border the Welland. When viewed from these lowlands, the scarp face
forms a backdrop to foreground views, although the form this takes varies according to local variations
in land cover. Where woodland cover dominates, the backdrop is dark and textured, a stark contrast to
the relatively intensively farmed landscapes bordering the river. Texture and pattern is also created by
the many hedgerows that divide some stretches of the slopes into a neat patchwork of fields, which
in places emphasise landform features. Where no hedgerows are present in the view, and agricultural
land use is of one type, a simple unified backdrop is apparent. Where permanent pastures are extensive,
earthwork features such as ridge and furrow, hummocky land caused by slippage, and the terraces
below Rockingham Castle are all clearly visible and add significantly to local character.
Wide views across the surrounding landscape are possible from many locations on the upper slopes of
the scarp. These views encompass the course of the River Welland and its floodplain and beyond to the
far slopes of the valley. Prominent buildings and structures gain visual prominence in these views, the
Welland Viaduct and windmill between Morcott and Barrowden being two examples. The latter forms a
prominent eye catcher on the distant horizon.

LOCAL DISTINCTIVENESS, LANDSCAPE CONDITION AND LANDSCAPE CHANGE
The scarp is a distinctive and instantly recognisable landscape. Whilst not particularly high or steep, it
offers a striking contrast to the more subtle landform features elsewhere in the county.
The mixed farming economy has necessitated the retention and maintenance of the hedgerow
network and as such, field boundaries are generally in a good condition and add much to the perceived
intactness and good condition of the landscape. These are an integral part of the landscape, offering
texture and pattern on stretches of the highly visible scarp slopes. Where hedgerow decline is in
evidence, a neglected character persists and although generally localised, the high visibility of the
landscape increases their impact.
Despite the steepness of slopes, arable farming is relatively widespread. Any expansion in this would
create further potentially extensive areas of monochrome fields, mirroring the character of the valley
slopes to the north. Such changes would disturb the varied character of these slopes and threaten
surviving areas of ridge and furrow.
Woodlands are generally in a good condition. Any change or reconfiguration of the woodlands would
be widely visible from the lowlands.
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RUTLAND LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT DTA 2003

4.

THE LANDSCAPE OF HIGH RUTLAND
(Area A, Figure 1 and Maps 1- 4, 7 and 8, Photograph Sheet 1)

4.1

In Rutland, the High Leicestershire landscape character type generally comprises the
eastern part of a large hilly plateau, located mainly in Leicestershire and extending from
Leicester and the Soar Valley in the east, across south-east Leicestershire, over the
Rutland border and eastward towards Oakham and Ketton. It is related to the English
Nature Natural Area called "Trent Valley and Rises" and to the "High Leicestershire" and
"Leicestershire and Nottinghamshire Wolds" regional character areas of the Countryside
Agency. The geology is of ironstone and clays often overlain with boulder clay or, in the
valleys, alluvium. High Rutland forms part of the watershed between the Soar - Trent
- Humber and the Welland catchments. It is dissected by radiating rivers and streams
which have formed steep sided valleys separated by ridges. This gives the whole area
the distinctive steeply rolling landform familiar to travellers who are either continually
ascending and descending the steep slopes or travelling along the ridges enjoying
panoramic views across the surrounding countryside.

4.2

The highest parts of the landscape character type in Rutland reach over 190 metres
AOD. Much of High Rutland is deeply rural and locally feels relatively remote. A
distinctive feature is the network of narrow gated roads connecting isolated hamlets and
farms. The only major roads within the area are the A47 running east to west and the
A6003 running north to south, neither of which is seriously visually intrusive in the
landscape but they do create a busier, noisier ambience in the main road corridors.

4.3

Land use is a mixture of arable on the flatter and more gently sloping ridge areas and
grassland mainly on the steeper slopes and in the valley bottoms. Ridge and furrow is
fairly well distributed throughout the area and reflects the intensity of arable cultivation
here in the early Middle Ages. Field ponds are also characteristic. The field pattern is
mainly one of regularly shaped fields bounded by thorn hedges with mainly ash, and in
a few places oak, as hedgerow trees. These enclosure hedges contrast with the older
mixed species hedges that form the more sinuous parish boundaries.

4.4

Throughout the area, but especially in Leighfield Forest, some hedgerows are
substantial and many still perform an important function in this pastoral landscape,
providing containment, shelter and shade for stock. Whilst a number of hedges have
been neglected, relatively few have been removed and there is evidence of the
increasing practice of traditional hedgerow management by laying, protection of
hedgerow trees and fencing of new field and hedgerow trees to protect them from
grazing animals. A number of hedgerow trees are over-mature, including some left
isolated in the fields when associated hedgerows were removed, these need careful
maintenance and surgery to extend their lives and replacement to ensure continuity of
hedgerow tree cover. Some ponds are being cleaned, restored and nurtured
demonstrating that all these important contributions to landscape character can still be
practicable today.

4.5

Whilst horse-keeping helps to maintain the pastoral character, a number of the fields are
over-grazed. The use of inappropriate fencing and the accumulation of stables, barns
and other, usually temporary and unsightly, buildings, vehicles, lighting and clutter
detracts from the generally unspoilt rural character and is particularly intrusive in views
of, to and from the villages.
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4.6

Woodland is a significant feature throughout the area reflecting the old Leighfield Forest.
The woodlands tend to be broadleaved, mainly ash and oak, but there are also mixed
conifer and broadleaved plantations associated with 19th century sporting estates and
a number of mature poplar plantations. In general the woodlands tend to be even aged.
Parkland is an important component of the landscape in some parts. Other
concentrations of sites of ecological value are provided by small streams, ponds,
disused railway lines and Eyebrook Reservoir.

4.7

Whilst the Leighfield Forest and Chater Valley sub-areas have remained pastoral and
well wooded, elsewhere there has been extensive conversion or reversion to arable with
attendant loss of pasture, woodland, field boundaries, hedgerow trees and small pockets
of semi-natural vegetation. However, in parts new woodland planting is quite extensive;
the Woodland Trust has new plantations between Oakham and Braunston-in-Rutland.
Some parkland landscapes are in good condition, others urgently need restoration and
reinstatement of good management practice.

4.8

Leighfield Forest (Sub-area Ai, Figure 1 and Maps 1- 3, Photograph Sheet 1)
This sub area is in the far west of the County. It has a particularly dramatic topography
with very steep slopes and generally narrower ridges than in the rest of High Rutland.
Some ridges are so narrow that travelling over them is like crossing a hump-backed
bridge. The ridges are high giving very panoramic, long-distance views out, some
extending right across Rutland to the Rutland Plateau.

4.9

It is a deeply rural, pastoral, wooded landscape with a strong sense of place and history.
The valleys are generally narrow, enclosed, steep-sided and intimate in character, the
ridges are high, long, narrow and steep with pronounced shoulders or other distinct
profiles. Pasture is almost everywhere that is not woodland. The fields are generally
improved or semi-improved pasture grazed mainly by cattle and sheep, but also by
horses particularly near the villages.

4.10

There is a distinct feeling of antiquity with many noticeable historical features including
extensive ridge and furrow, medieval ponds and earthworks, ancient tracks, ancient
mixed species hedgerows, large veteran trees, Saxon and medieval settlements and
settlement patterns, medieval lost villages, and many very old buildings including
houses, outbuildings and doocots. Farms are notably mainly in the villages and the
general lack of buildings out in the open countryside adds to its very rural, rather isolated
nature.

4.11

The landscape is perceived as the most densely wooded in Rutland. Although the
woods are not as large as in the Eye Brook Valley or on the Clay Woodlands on the
Rutland Plateau, they are much more frequent and tree cover is dense. There are
thousands of trees in the hedgerows and copses, small woods and shelter belts and
along the roadsides where they plunge into cuttings or narrow valleys the sides of which
are too steep to mow.

4.12

Leighfield Forest is popular with walkers and is crossed by the Leighfield / Macmillan
Way and the Leicestershire Round with many other rights of way giving good access on
foot to the remoter areas, despite the absence of metalled roads in many parts which
are accessible otherwise only by gated tracks. The long, narrow, sheltered, often
8
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4.13

intimate single track roads penetrate deep into the countryside. The area has many
small ponds and strips of wetland habitats along the streams but most of the ecological
interest of the area is in the woodlands, pastures and hedgerows.
The only settlement is Belton-in-Rutland.

Recommended Landscape Objectives High Rutland - Leighfield Forest
To sustain and reinforce the small-scale, deeply rural, remote, still, calm, quiet, green,
pastoral, well-wooded landscape, its dramatic topography of intimate, enclosed valleys and
high, steep-sided ridges, its deep sense of antiquity and historical continuity, its many
historic landscape features and its attraction as an area for quiet walking along well
maintained rights of way, including the gated roads and tracks characteristic of the area.

4.14

Ridges and Valleys (Sub-area Aii, Figure 1 and Maps 1- 4, 7 and 8)
This extensive part of west, south and central Rutland has typical generic landscape
elements, features and characteristics of High Rutland but differs from Leighfield Forest
by lacking the sense of rural isolation and having a much more open, regular, geometric
field pattern (exacerbated by some boundary removal) with fewer, low-cut or gappy
hedges, fewer hedgerow trees and less enclosure. The ridges and valleys are evident
but not as pronounced as to the west. There are fewer woodlands and those that occur
tend to be enclosure or post-enclosure, straight-edged plantations. In parts there are
a number of small plantations and some of the valley streams have linear strips of
woodland or narrow, linear wetland habitats.

4.15

Mixed or arable farming prevails with a variety of crops and intensively managed,
improved grasslands grazed by cattle and sheep. There are more farm steadings in the
countryside and more and larger farm buildings.

4.16

Although the sub-area does exhibit a number of historic features, with ridge and furrow
and old lanes linking medieval villages still characteristic, this part of High Rutland has
a less obvious feeling of antiquity and continuity. It is busier and noisier with the main
roads passing through it, settlements are more frequent and larger (including
Uppingham) and settlement pattern much denser, especially between North and South
Luffenham and Uppingham. Roads, railways and disused railways form important linear
features sometimes seeming to run against the grain of the ridges and valleys which run
generally east - west.

4.17

The northern-most part of the sub-area, around Whissendine, differs from the rest of the
sub-area in that it is more obviously a transition from the characteristic High
Leicestershire / High Rutland landscapes to the west and the Vale of Catmose to the
east. Notably, the ridges and valleys tend to run generally north - south rather than east
west and the ridges are more rounded and lower, and the valleys shallower, than in the
rest of the sub-area.
It differs from the Eyebrook Valley because it does not generally exhibit the same large
scale valley structure and character, being more like a series of ridges and smaller
valleys, some of which have no noticeable watercourse at all. Another distinguishing
feature is the density of settlement pattern and larger size of the villages.

4.18

4.19

The settlements are Ayston, Bisbrooke, Braunston-in-Rutland, Brooke, Glaston, Lyndon,
Morcott, North Luffenham, Pilton, Preston, Ridlington, South Luffenham, Uppingham,
Whissendine and Wing.
9
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Recommended Landscape Objectives High Rutland - Ridges and Valleys
To sustain and restore the rural, mixed-agricultural, busy, colourful, diverse landscape with
regular patterns, straight lines, frequent movement, many large and small historic, stonebuilt conservation villages that fit well with the landform, to protect the landscape setting and
conserve and enhance the edges of villages, to increase the woodland cover and other
semi-natural habitats whilst protecting historic features and panoramic views from the ridges.

4.20

Eyebrook Valley (Sub-area Aiii, Figure 1 and Maps 3 and 4, Photograph Sheet 1)
This sub-area is, in places, similar to Leighfield Forest but differs in its larger scale, fewer
hedgerow trees but very large, single, Parish woods at Wardley Wood and Stoke Dry
Wood. Historic features are still evident in ridge and furrow, the lost medieval village of
Snelston and the impressive motte and bailey at Castle Hill. However, around Eyebrook
Reservoir the slopes are more gradual and the drowned-valley landscape is more open
and utilitarian with larger, predominantly arable fields set out in more obvious geometric
patterns and lower cut hedges with few hedgerow trees, around the modern landscape
of the reservoir. The water birds on and around the reservoir and along the Eye Brook
are an important feature of the valley. The reservoir is a popular destination for fishing,
bird watching and other informal recreation.

4.21

The A6003 north of Caldecott runs along the ridge separating the Eyebrook Valley from
the Welland Valley and provides good views of both.

4.22

The only settlements are Stoke Dry and Wardley.

Recommended Landscape Objectives High Rutland - Eye Brook Valley
To sustain and restore the broad, generally open, rural, agricultural, diverse valley
landscape dominated by the river, reservoir and large woodlands and the regular field
pattern. To improve the landscape fit of Stoke Dry in the setting of the reservoir, to protect
historic features and their settings and the wetland wildlife, and increase woodland and other
semi-natural habitats.

4.23

4.24

The Chater Valley (Sub area Aiv, Figure 1 and Maps 3 and 7)
Part of this narrow valley in the Ridges and Valleys sub-area is classified separately
because, although small in area, it is distinctly different to the landscape around. It is
a narrow, intimate, sheltered valley with a particularly high level of tree cover in
woodlands, roadside and railway-side tree belts, hedgerow trees and copses. It has
more sinuous lines and irregular patterns in a less colourful predominantly green
landscape.
In places it is dominated by the railway and its structures of embankments, cuttings and
bridges as it runs the length of this section of the valley which is also crossed by the
A6121. The railway creates sudden bursts of noise as a train rattles by but otherwise
this valley is very like those in Leighfield Forest, quiet, calm and rural. Despite being
10
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8.

THE LANDSCAPE OF THE WELLAND VALLEY
(Area E, Figure 1 and Maps 4, 7, 8 and 10, Photograph Sheet 1)

8.1

The Welland Valley landscape character type extends from near Husbands Bosworth
in Leicestershire along the southern boundaries of the Counties of both Leicestershire
and Rutland eastward to Stamford. By the time the slowly descending waters reach the
west boundary of Rutland the valley has already reduced in width so the very extensive,
flat-bottomed valley in Leicestershire forms the upper valley, whilst the Rutland sections
form much of the middle valley. Beyond Stamford the Welland flows through its lower
valley across the flat expanse of the Fens to the Wash. Untypically for a river valley,
therefore, as it descends through Rutland, the Welland valley is narrowing rather than
widening. The river also forms the County boundary with Northamptonshire so this part
of the Welland Valley landscape character type lies partly in Rutland and partly in
Northamptonshire.

8.2

The Welland Valley is partly in the Countryside Agency's "Northamptonshire Vales"
regional landscape character type, partly in "High Leicestershire" and, in
Northamptonshire, in the "Rockingham Forest" area. English Nature has classed the
valley partly in the "West Anglian Plain" and again, in Northamptonshire, in the
"Rockingham Forest" Natural Area. The geology is principally ironstone and clay,
overlain by a drift of alluvium. Generally, the Welland Valley is a relatively busy,
agricultural, modern landscape with many settlements and distinctive valley profiles.
The river is not prominent but it has a series of exaggerated meanders. The sinuous
landform, which contains the river, has caused large loops to be created in the line of
the river (eg east of Barrowden and east of Tixover). It has also caused many smaller
meanders both in the straighter lengths of river and even within the larger scale, looping
meanders themselves.

8.3

8.4

The Middle Valley West (Caldecott - Seaton) (Area Ei, Figure 1 and Maps 4 and 8)
From Caldecott to Seaton the valley averages about two kilometres in width with the
river running approximately down the centre. However, there is a pronounced northward
extension created by a small almost insignificant stream running off the High
Leicestershire ridge by Gypsy Hollow Lane, south of Uppingham. In this side valley the
village of Lyddington has taken advantage of the sheltered location nestling between the
Uppingham Road ridge to the west and Prestley Hill to the east. This western part of
the Valley in Rutland is typical of much of the Valley to the west, having a flat bottom,
created by the alluvial plain. Here, the river would have flooded more widely before
levees and other engineering structures, such as railway embankments and roads,
contained the floodplain to a narrower margin along the river edge. The slopes are very
regular, of even gradient and slightly concave form running up from the valley floor to
distinct shoulders at the edge of the High Rutland hills, on the Rutland side, and a
prominent, even, very straight and linear ridge that forms a distinctive skyline on the
Northamptonshire side.
This part of the Valley is predominantly pasture with extensive ridge and furrow in fields
grazed by sheep and cattle. The field boundaries are almost entirely hawthorn, well
trimmed and neatly maintained although containing few hedgerow trees. There are no
significant woodlands and only occasional groups of trees in a field corner or by the
river. Together with the width of the valley it creates a relatively open, large scale,
sweeping, pastoral, valley landscape with few buildings on the valley floor.
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8.5

Although the river itself is, for the most part, inconspicuous, there are other more
noticeable linear features the most obvious of which is the stunning Welland Viaduct
which sweeps the railway across the Valley, between Harringworth and Seaton, on a
spectacular series of seemingly endless and innumerable arches. Another, now
dismantled railway runs along the whole length of this part of the valley. The roads are
also more noticeable in this generally open landscape and they tend to form very
straight lines for long distances interrupted by sharp, angular bends.

8.6

The settlements are Caldecott, Lydington and Thorpe-by-the-Water.

Recommended Landscape Objectives Middle Welland Valley West
To conserve, enhance and, where necessary restore, the flat, open valley floodplain
landscape and valley slopes, to protect and enhance both natural and historic man-made
river features, including the bridges, viaduct and wetland habitats and to protect the form
and landscape setting of the villages whilst ensuring that they do not encroach onto or along
the valley floor.

8.7

The Middle Valley East (Seaton - Tinwell) (Sub-area Eii, Figure 1 and Maps 7, 8 and
10)
Eastward from the Welland Viaduct the valley changes. It becomes narrower, with
steeper, less regular and locally slightly higher slopes. There is significantly more
woodland and trees generally, but particularly so on the Northamptonshire side where
the valley forms the edge of Rockingham Forest and the skyline is almost continuously
wooded from Laxton to Collyweston (both Northants). There are more roadside trees,
occasional avenues, willows by the river and copses adding to the more enclosed,
smaller scale landscape of this part of the valley. Here, arable land prevails, some field
boundaries have been removed and other hedges have not been so well maintained,
although some are now being layed, gapped-up and restored.

8.8

The river is still not prominent even in this smaller scale valley landscape but views are
seen from the various bridges such as the fine, six-arched stone Collyweston Bridge and
the Turtle Bridge below Morcott. The Jurassic Way crosses the river at the Turtle
Bridge, runs along the valley to Barrowden and then recrosses to Northamptonshire at
Wakerley, rejoining the Rutland side below Duddington.

8.9

Settlements are Barrowden, Tixover, Ketton and Tinwell.

Recommended Landscape Objectives Middle Welland Valley East
To conserve and enhance the more enclosed, wooded, sheltered valley landscape, to
protect and enhance both natural and historic man-made river features, including the bridges
and wetland habitats and to protect the form and landscape setting of the riverside villages
so they do not become more intrusive in the valley.
Settlement Form and Pattern in the Welland Valley
8.10

Settlements are more widely spaced in the western part of the Middle Valley. The
villages of Caldecott, Lyddington and Seaton are well back from the river on the foot of
the slopes above the historic floodplain. Thorpe-by-the-Water is very close to, but still
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elevated above, the river on a distinct mound which gives the settlement a rather
commanding position in the middle valley.
8.11

In the Middle Valley East, there are few farmsteads or other buildings in the valley,
outside the villages, Tixover Grange being a noticeable exception with a substantial
group of buildings quite close to the river. The density of settlement is higher in this part
of the Valley. By contrast with the Middle Valley West, in this part all the settlements
except Ketton lie very close to or even on the banks of the river, including Barrowden,
Duddington (Northants), Tinwell and Tixover, but all stand above the floodplain on
mounds, or running along the edge of elevated banks. At Geeston the village of Ketton
has spilled into the valley from the lower slopes.

8.12

Caldecott is a busy, rather noisy village with heavy traffic passing through on the A6003.
It is a complex, but quite compact, shape with extensions around the historic core
where there is a more enclosed inward-looking character. It has modern infill and
extensions creating a varied mix of styles and materials ranging from traditional
ironstone cottages to modern brick houses. Lyddington, by contrast, is a relatively quiet,
rural, enclosed, sheltered village with a distinctive, rather linear shape, village green,
many important historic features and a prevalence of stone and slate in buildings of
vernacular style.

8.13

Ketton and Barrowden have particularly large and complex historic cores, contrasting
with the simple, linear form of Tixover and (apart from the ribbon to the north) of Tinwell.
Despite the modern extensions most of the villages have retained a typical Rutland
historic character with a predominance of limestone and slate.
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