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1.1.5

INTRODUCTION

East Midlands Air Quality Network (EMAQN)

This document has been prepared having regard to the technical planning guidance note (Air Quality &
Emissions Mitigation (AQ&EM)) produced by Corby Borough in conjunction with the East Midlands Air
Quality Network (EMAQN) and the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).

The AQ&EM document aims to improve air quality across the East Midlands and particularly Corby and
thus improve the environment and health of the population. The document notes that this will be
achieved (where possible) through either preventing new emission sources or encouraging emission
reductions, physical activity such as walking or cycling instead of driving. It aims to provide a consistent

approach to air quality in the planning regime across the East Midlands.

The document deals primarily with the air quality impacts from traffic emissions (the main contributor to
ambient air pollution), however, point source emissions e.g. generators, incinerators, power plants and
other potentially significant industrial/commercial sources of air pollution including the increasing use of

biomass boilers are important local planning issues.
The air quality assessment process follows a staged process:

Using the ‘Screening checklist’ to determine whether the proposal qualifies as a ‘minor’, ‘medium’ or

‘major development’;

Determining whether the development requires an air quality assessment or emissions assessment using

the ‘Air quality and emission mitigation assessment checklist’;

Determining whether additional assessment is required to assess the impact on public health and/or the

local environment as well as the significance of a development on local air quality; and

Determining whether an application should be refused on air quality grounds or what mitigation measures

are required to make the development acceptable on air quality grounds.

Having regard to the nature and scale of the proposal, the staged process is followed below.
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STAGE 1

Pre-Application Discussions
The AQ&EM Planning Guidance document states that:

It is important that planning authority requirements regarding scheme sustainability and the
planning application validation process are identified at the earliest stage possible.

For this reason, pre-application discussion involving planning management, air quality and
public health professionals should take place at the outset to ensure optimum scheme design
and avoid unnecessary delays in the planning process. This is particularly pertinent in relation

to major schemes.

On Friday 13" March 2020, the Applicant held a ‘pre-application meeting’ with Northamptonshire County
Council to discuss the merits of the planning proposal and the scope of any necessary environmental work
that was required to support the Planning Application submission. The submitted Planning Application
documentation has followed that advice and therefore deals with any air quality related issues and

mitigation measures in a proportionate manner.

STAGE 2

Classification of Development

The AQ&EM Planning Advice Note that the likely air quality impact of developments are categorised using
the DfT Threshold Criteria for Transport Assessments in addition to DEFRA’s Local Air Quality Management

Technical Guidance (TG16) dated February 2018 [TG (16)]8; into minor, medium and major classifications.

Having reviewed the DfT Threshold Criteria for Transport Assessments, the proposal falls to be ‘minor
development’. No Air Quality Assessment is therefore required in this case. The assessment of the

development therefore follows the guidance in the AQ&EM document accordingly.

STAGE 3

Assessment

The AQ&EM Planning Advice Note provides that:

D016-01 / AQ&EM

October



AIR QUALITY AND EMISSIONS MITIGATION

4.1.2

4.2

42.1

4.2.2

4.2.3

4.2.4

Whilst a detailed Air Quality Assessment is not required for minor and medium impact
schemes, developers still need to consider whether the development will expose future
occupiers to unacceptable levels of air pollution, defined as the exceedance of an air quality
standard at the receptor location, and ensure that their development’s potential benefits to

air quality and health are maximised.

The Planning Guidance note confirms that, for all developments classified as minor and medium, where
“relevant exposure” is not a concern, an air quality assessment is not required and mitigation to make the
development sustainable is specified for each classification of development and is termed Type 1 or Type

2.

Type 1 Mitigation

The proposal is classified as minor development and therefore advises that the Applicant should consider

Type 1 mitigation measures. Those matters include:

e Construction Dust Emissions
e Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure

e Heating and Hot Water Generating Appliances
Construction Dust Emissions

Enclosed at Appendix 1 to this document is a Construction Management System (CMS). The CMS describes
the anticipated programme of site preparation and construction works and the key activities that will be
undertaken on the site in relation to the development having regard to, inter alia, minimising dust

emissions from both the construction of the site and the operational phase of the recycling operations.

Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure

The Applicant intends to promote the use of electric vehicles wherever practicable and proposes to install

an electric vehicle charging point on site.

Heating and Hot Water Generating Appliances

The recycling operations are not relevant to the consideration of heating and hot water generating

appliances.
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Type 2 Mitigation

In accordance with Table 3, ‘minor’ development is required to consider type 1 mitigation as shown below.
Notwithstanding this, the Applicant has given consideration to, where appropriate, Type 2 mitigation

below.

Table 3 below summarises the type of assessment, mitigation and/or compensation required
for each of the development classifications.

Table 3: Summary of the Air Pollution Mitigation Requirements

Development Assessment Required Mitigation Compensation
Classification

Minor None (other than for exposure) Type 1 -

Medium None (other than for exposure) Type 1 and 2 -

Full AQ Assessment in line with
Council Guidance, including
evaluation of emission and
concentration changes.

Major Type 1 and 2 Type 3

In this case, Type 2 mitigation measures are considered to include:

e Cycling Infrastructure
e Support local walking and cycling initiatives

e Car sharing
Cycling Infrastructure

Employees will be encouraged to cycle to work where this is appropriate and safe to do. A covered cycle

parking bay will be provided on site to enable employees to park their cycles safely and securely.

Walking & Cycling Initiatives

The Applicant intends to promote walking and cycling wherever possible. Employees will be provided with

information to encourage walking and cycling to and from site where it is safe and appropriate to do so.

Car Sharing

The Applicant will encourage car sharing wherever possible. This will encouraged in a COVID safe manner

and have regard to the following guidance https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/publications/advice-car-

sharing-english-and-translations
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4.4 Type 3 Mitigation

4.4.1 The Planning Advice Note confirms that Type 3 mitigation is only required in the case of Major
development; in addition to Type 1 and 2 measures having been applied. No Type 3 mitigation is therefore

required.
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