Non-ferrous metals
recycling facility

Who are we?
DMP Metals is a recycling company that specialises in the recovery of non-ferrous materials. Our team has more than
30 years’ experience in national and international waste and recycling management.

What do we do?
Non-ferrous metals are metals that do not contain significant amounts of iron, such as aluminium, brass and
copper. These metals have a higher resale value than ferrous metals but are often present in small quantities within
conventional waste streams which makes them difficult to extract and recycle. Our process allows us to recycle this
higher-value metal by separating out the various metals to produce a much higher quality product, reducing waste
and making the most of the items being recycled. The result is a high-quality aluminium product. Our site will assist
with the recovery of this material that is otherwise being sent to landfill, meeting the Government’s strategy of moving
waste up the hierarchy and increasing recycling.

How does it work?
The feedstock (material for processing) is finely shredded before being introduced to the recovery process system. It
uses conveyor systems that incorporate electro-magnetic and eddy current separators to remove the non-ferrous metals
from the other materials present, creating a high-quality aluminium end product.

Our site
Our facility is based at Kirby Hall Estate, off Kirby Lane, Corby, Northamptonshire, NN17 3AS. Previously the site was
used as an In-Vessel Composting (IVC) facility for processing food and green waste into compost.

Development plan
We plan to commence installation on site
in Q3/Q4 2020. We are currently seeking
to secure Planning Consent by the end
of 2020 and have recently submitted an
application for the operational permit to
the Environment Agency, with the aim of
becoming operational in Q2 2021.

Frequently Asked Questions

What kind of material will
the site process?

Will the recycling facility
smell?

Mainly non-ferrous metals, however the feedstock can
have a maximum contamination rate of circa 30%, which
mainly comprises ferrous metals, plastics, cardboard
and other packaging materials. The material may also
be lightly contaminated with the residual contents of
the cans – mainly soft drinks, beer and in some cases
possibly small traces of tinned food contents.

As mentioned above, the waste material coming to site
will be made of approximately 70% aluminium drinks
cans mixed with ferrous materials, plastics, cardboard
and other packaging materials. The material may also
be lightly contaminated with the residual contents of
the cans – mainly soft drinks, beer and in some cases
possibly small traces of tinned food contents. This type
of material is not expected to give rise to any significant
odour issues and is unlikely to result in any detectable
smells outside of the controlled storage bays or
processing area.

Where will the material be
stored?
The material will all be delivered directly to a
covered storage area where it will either be processed
immediately or if necessary, moved to the repurposed
IVC tunnel area or dedicated covered storage bays.

How much material will be
held on site?
The volumes of unprocessed material to be stored on
site is strictly controlled with a maximum allowance
of 480m3. When this is combined with the maximum
allowance of 480m3 for processed material, the total
volume of materials on site at any one time will not
exceed 960m3. For comparison, the composting facility
that was previously operating on the site stored more
than 10,000m3 of material at any one time, with a large
amount of it stored outside.

Despite this, we have taken the extra precaution of
developing a robust Odour Assessment Management
Plan that sets out the standards that could be
implemented for measuring and controlling odours in
the extremely unlikely event that smell is detected from
outside the facility.
The previous use of the site as a composting facility was
much more likely to produce unsavoury putrid smells, as
the food and green waste processed was generally damp,
decaying organic waste (pictured below) that supported
the development of strong odours, particularly during
warmer weather.

Additionally, the minimum storage time on site for the
food and green waste for composting was 12-16 weeks as
the maturation process for composting is very slow. The
material stored at our facility will be held for a maximum
of one week, but more commonly only for 1-2 days.

Will the site generate more
traffic in the area?
The quantities of material delivered to and from site will
be much lower than the composting facility previously
running on the site. Our recycling facility will process
16,000 tonnes of material per year, compared to the
40,000 tonnes per year of compost and food waste that
was previously permitted. This means material deliveries
to the site will reduce by 60% and total traffic coming
to and from the site will be half what it used to be as a
composting site.

Previously the site was a composting facility,
processing damp, decaying organic waste.

Will the recycling facility
attract flies?
As mentioned above, the waste material coming to site
will be made of approximately 70% aluminium drinks
cans mixed with ferrous materials, plastics, cardboard
and other packaging materials. The material may also
be lightly contaminated with the residual contents of
the cans – mainly soft drinks, beer and in some cases
possibly small traces of tinned food contents. It is
unlikely that this type of material contains sufficient
levels of food and liquid waste materials to attract flies.
In the unlikely scenario that flies are attracted to the
feedstock, site operations have been designed to ensure
that the site does not become infested and flies do not
have the opportunity to breed. As part of this, the time
waste material is stored at site has been limited, meaning
that in the unlikely event that fly larvae were introduced
onto the site in the feedstock there is insufficient time on
site for flies to complete their breeding cycle. This makes
it extremely unlikely that a fly nuisance will prevail.

Despite this, we have taken the extra precaution of
developing a robust Fly Management Plan to ensure
that the control and management of flies is maintained
during the operation of the facility to avoid any potential
problems, and also that systems are in place to quickly
deal with an outbreak if it did occur.
The previous use of the site as a composting facility
was much more likely to encourage flies, as it is well
documented that fly larvae prevail in damp, decaying
organic waste, and the 12-16 week maturation process
provided ample time for flies to complete their breeding
cycle.

Will the site be noisy?
The complete recycling process takes place indoors and
we have undertaken noise modelling checks that confirm
noise levels will not cause nuisance to local residents.
As the cans being shredded are already a lightweight
material, the noise associated with the recycling process
itself is very small.

If you have any questions, you can email us at
enquiries@dmpmetals.co.uk

