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1.

Introduction
DMP Metals Limited are presently developing a site off Gretton Brook Road, Corby for a nonferrous metals recycling facility.
The facility will primarily be housed within an existing building on the site, which will house the
main recycling plant.
The operation of the facility would generate noise, which has the potential to impact upon
occupants surrounding residential properties. Mitigation measures have been implemented
within the design as part of the planning application process which demonstrate acceptable noise
levels at the properties.
This Noise Management Plan has been prepared to ensure that the control and management of
noise is maintained during the operation of the facility.
The Noise Management Plan will be updated periodically and following any substantial changes
to the plant and equipment required on site.
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2.

Identification of Noise Sensitive Receptors
The are no residential properties within close proximity to the site.
At present, the closest dwellings are those being constructed within Priors Hall Park to the south
and beyond the Horizon Building (a data centre). These properties are over 450 metres from the
site, as indicated on Figure 1.
Outline planning permission is now being sought for Priors Hall Park Zones 2 & 3, to the east of
the site and south of Kirby Lane (East Northamptonshire Council Application No. 19/01219/OUT).
Whilst the application does not include a final development layout, development areas are
indicated within the application, with the closest proposed residential development areas
approximately 260 - 400 metres to the east of the site, as indicated on Figure 1.
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3.

Site Description and Identification of Noise Sources

3.1.

Operational Hours
The site would be operational between:


Monday to Friday 06:00 – 22:00 hours;



Saturday 06:00 – 13:00 hours;



No working on Sundays, Bank and Public holidays.

Deliveries to the site would be made during normal working hours, with no deliveries permitted
before 07:00 hours.
3.2.

Site Layout
The site layout is indicated on Figure 2.
The main recycling operations will be carried out within the existing building on the site.
The main building which would house the plant is of substantial construction, with a concrete
push wall running around the sides of the building to a height of 3 metres and fibre cement
cladding above and on the roof. The construction provides a high level of sound insulation.
The recycling and recovery plant, comprising a slow speed trommel, shredder and separators
would be located within the building. Deliveries of material would be made either in baled form
or by walking floor trailers, which would unload within the covered area to the north of the
building. A telehandler / forklift would be used to move the material around the site, with the
reclaimed materials stored in a building to the north of the main building, as indicated on
Figure 2.
The recycling plant would be designed to ensure that the noise levels within the building meet
the requirements of The Noise at Work Regulations, seeking to reduce noise levels internally to
below 80 dB(A) to ensure a low risk to employees.
A quiet low level dust extraction system to be supplied by Sword Engineering will be installed
externally along the eastern facade of the main building. The main source of noise attributable
to the operation of the plant would be associated with the operation of the extraction fan,
located above the filtration system. The plant is designed to achieve a level of 51 dB(A) at a
distance of 10 metres.
The operation of the recycling plant and dust extraction systems have been identified to be the
principal sources of noise associated with the operation of the site.
Other sources of noise would include the operation of the telehandler / forklift which would
operate either within the buildings, or within the covered area to load and unload vehicles. Noise
levels associated with these operations would be low compared to the operation of the main
plant.
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There is a bund running around the eastern and southern sides which is approximately 6 metres
in height and provides effective screening for noise generated within the building and within the
external areas where the plant would operate. This bund would be maintained in situ whilst the
site was operational.
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4.

Assessment of Noise Levels
A noise assessment has been prepared to demonstrate that the operation of the site would not
result in adverse noise impacts. A copy of the noise assessment is provided in Appendix A.
The assessment concluded that the noise levels at the dwellings presently under construction to
the south and those proposed to the east would result in a low impact when assessed against
the requirements of BS 4142:2014 + A1:2019.
The assessment of noise levels attributable to daytime operations indicated a rating level of over
10 dB(A) below the prevailing background noise levels. During the early morning / evening
periods, rating noise levels attributable to the operation of the site would be at least 8 dB(A)
below the background noise levels.
The assessment demonstrates that the operation of the site with appropriate mitigation to
minimise noise levels, would not result in adverse noise impacts at the surrounding residential
properties.
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5.

Management and Control of Noise Levels
The assessment indicated that the noise levels at surrounding properties with the mitigation
measures proposed would result in acceptable noise levels.
Appropriate management and control measures will be implemented to ensure that noise levels
attributable to the operation of the site were minimised. Measures that could be adopted
include:


Regular inspection of the plant and equipment, with a log of the dates of the inspections
maintained on site. Any defective parts would be identified and repaired / replaced as soon
as possible and ideally during the next scheduled maintenance period;



Where possible, external doors to the facility to remain closed;



Where possible, subject to health and safety restrictions, non-tonal reversing signals to be
fitted on mobile plant operating on site;



The dust extraction system not to be operated without the acoustic enclosure installed.
Access doors to be closed at all times whilst the plant is operating;



Engines on mobile plant and vehicles parked on site to be switched off when not in use;



Noise levels attributable to the operation of any additional fixed or mobile plant to be
assessed prior to the installation / operation commencing.
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6.

Complaints Procedure
Should a complaint be received in relation to noise from the operation of the facility, the site
manager (or other appointed person), would visit the complainant’s property within 1 working
day of the complaint being received.
A subjective assessment of the noise at the property would be made, with the aim of identifying
the source of the complaint. A further inspection of the plant would be made on site, again with
the aim of identifying the source of the plant giving rise to the complaint.
If it is possible to identify the plant, e.g. attributable to a squeaking roller / belt, remedial
measures would be taken to reduce noise levels, ideally within a period of 1 week of the
complaint having been received.
Upon completion of the works, the complainant would be contacted to ensure that the measures
taken had resolved the issue.
A record of all complaints received, and the measures taken would be held on site and made
available to the Local Planning Authority and Environment Agency for inspection upon request.
Should no single item of plant be identified, and the site manager considers the complaint
justified, the Local Planning Authority and/or Environment Agency would be contacted to inform
them of the situation. A noise monitoring exercise would be arranged within a period of 14 days
of the complaint having been received, to ensure that the site is operating within the appropriate
noise limits, or to identify additional remedial measures which may need to be taken to reduce
noise levels. The noise monitoring and timescales for remedial measures would be carried out in
accordance with the procedures specified in Section 7.
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7.

Noise Monitoring
Given the low noise levels predicted for the site, no regular noise monitoring would be carried
out. Noise monitoring would normally be undertaken following receipt of a justified complaint
as specified in Section 6.
It is envisaged that any noise monitoring exercises would normally be carried out during the early
morning or late evening periods, when noise from other surrounding sources (e.g. road traffic) is
minimised.
The measurements would be taken by a suitably qualified person, using a meter conforming to
minimum Class 2 standards. The meter would be calibrated before and after the exercise using
an Acoustic Calibrator. Should the two calibration levels differ by more than 0.5 dB(A) the results
would be discarded and the exercise repeated.
Measurements would be made in a freefield location (i.e. at least 3.5 metres away from building
facades or other reflecting surfaces other than the ground) and at a height of 1.2 metres above
the ground.
At least one measurement would be made over a period of 15 minutes in accordance with the
monitoring procedure specified in BS 4142:2014 + A1:2019, with the following parameters noted:


LAeq;



LAmax,F; and



LA90.

One measurement would be made whilst the site was fully operational, with a second made,
where possible, whilst the plant was stood.
Notes upon the main influences on the measured noise levels would also be made, including the
audibility of the plant.
The measured noise levels would be compared to the results of the noise assessment presented
in Appendix A, with a revised assessment made in accordance with the requirements of BS 4142.
As it is anticipated that it would not be possible to measure the noise levels from the facility
directly, additional measurements would be taken adjacent to the main noise generating
elements of the plant within the site and the noise level calculations updated upon which to base
the assessment.
Where the assessment concluded that the noise levels attributable to the operation of the facility
were resulting in noise levels which would have the potential to give rise to adverse noise
impacts, when assessed against the requirements of BS 4142, the assessment would include
details of remedial measures to be taken to reduce noise levels to a satisfactory standard.
The results of the noise monitoring exercise and details of any proposed additional noise
mitigation measures, if required, would be issued to the Local Planning Authority / Environment
Agency within 14 days following completion of the exercise.
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Any additional mitigation measures would be agreed in writing with the Local Planning Authority
/ Environment Agency and completed within a period three months following the monitoring
exercise.
Upon completion, the noise monitoring would be repeated to ensure that the measures taken
had satisfactorily reduced noise levels
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Appendix A
Noise Assessment
(Document Attached)
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