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INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction
1.1.1

This Planning Application is submitted to Northamptonshire County Council on behalf of DMP Metals
Limited (the Applicant) seeking planning permission for a Non-ferrous Metals Recycling Facility. The
application site is located off Gretton Brook Road, Corby in Northamptonshire.

1.1.2

The application site is currently used as an In-Vessel Composting (IVC) facility (known as Kirby Lodge),
processing and recycling green and food waste to produce a compost material for re-use. The IVC facility,
however, is in the process of closing and, following formal closure/clean-up of the site, there is an
opportunity to re-use the site for an alternative waste management operation.

1.1.3

The proposed recycling facility will target contaminated non-ferrous metals that have previously been
removed from Refuse Derived Fuels and Solid Recovered Fuel materials and which have an average
contamination rate of approximately 30%. Other potential sources of feedstock could include waste from
the incineration or biomass process. The waste material is non-hazardous. The applicant proposes to
construct a plant that will process the feedstock to produce a high-quality product. The process for
increasing the value of the material is based around fine shredding to release the properties trapped in
or attached to each element of the non- ferrous material.

1.1.4

The submission includes the following information, documents and drawings:

Documents
 Planning Form
 Planning Statement (this document)
 Construction Method Statement (Appendix 1)
 Catchment Area Plan (Appendix 2)
 Noise Assessment (Appendix 3)
 Flood Risk Assessment (Appendix 4)
 Landscape & Ecological Enhancement Scheme (Appendix 5)

Drawings
 GPP/DMP/KLC/20/01 – Site Location Plan
 GPP/DMP/KLC/20/02 – Site Layout Plan
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 GPP/DMP/KLC/20/03 – Office/Mess Building Elevations
 GPP/DMP/KLC/20/04 – Fire Water Tank Elevations
 GPP/DMP/KLC/20/06 – Drainage Plan
 GPP/DMP/KLC/20/07 – Catchment Area

1.2 The Application Site and its Setting
1.2.1

The application site is located off Kirby Lane on the north east edge of Corby, 250m east of the Rockingham
Speedway, 2.25km south east of Gretton Village and 2.75km west of Deene Village. The site is accessed
from Gretton Road from Kirby Lane. Gretton Road joins the main Corby highway network at the A6116 to
the south and via Gretton Brook Road to the west of the site.

1.2.2

Kirby Hall, an English Heritage property open through part of the year to the public as a visitor attraction,
is located 850m to the north east.

1.2.3

The Prior’s Hall sustainable urban extension is under construction and the nearest residential properties
are located approximately 450 metres to the south. Phases 2 and 3 of the Prior’s Hall development will
be located to the east. The planning application is currently at ‘outline’ stage and the nearest residential
properties are likely to be no closer than approximately 250 metres from the proposed facility as shown
shaded yellow (development area) on the extract below. The green circle on the image is planned for
‘green open space’ whilst the blue circle is identified as a primary school.
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The Horizon data centre is located approximately 150 metres to the south as identified by an orange dot
on the image above.

1.2.5

The site has been formed by a previous cut and fill activity to drop the site. The excavated material has
been used to form a screening bund that provides both noise and visual seeing form the surrounding area
to the east and south.

1.2.6

The nearest water body to the proposed facility is the stream 20m due north of the site, being the Gretton
Brook, which is classed as Main River. The watercourse runs circa 2-3m below the level of the facility site,
which is located on land sloping south-north. The proposed facility does not lie within a floodplain
although it is adjacent to a stream with a narrow floodplain and it is not affected by a Groundwater
Protection Zone.

1.2.7

There are no Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) identified within 5 km of the site. There is one Site of
Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) 2900m south east of the proposed facility; it is known as Weldon Park.

1.3 Planning History
1.3.1

On 17th September 2007, Northamptonshire County Council granted planning permission (reference:
07/00007/WAS) for the construction of an In-Vessel Composting facility and Anaerobic Digestion Plant
and associated developments on land off Kirby Lane, Corby (the application site).

1.3.2

On 13th June 2013, Northamptonshire County Council granted planning permission (reference:
13/00022/FUL) for the installation of 2 leachate holding tanks associated with the IVC facility.

1.3.3

On 13th January 2013, Northamptonshire County Council granted planning permission (reference:
13/00086/FUL) for the regarding of earth bund, placement of inert material for storage purposes and
retention of existing lagoon and provision of a revised landscape scheme associated with the IVC facility.
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2

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REGULATIONS 2017

2.1.1

The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017, sets out the
criteria for Schedule 1 developments for which an EIA is mandatory and a list of Schedule 2 developments
for which an EIA may be required. An assessment of whether the proposed development falls within
Schedule 1 or Schedule 2 is set out below:

Schedule 1
2.1.2

Schedule 1 identifies twenty different categories of development. The application proposal is not listed as
schedule 1 development.

Schedule 2
2.1.3

In terms of Schedule 2 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations 2017, the proposed
development falls within subparagraph 11b under ‘installations for the disposal of waste’ as the area of
development exceeds 0.5ha.

2.1.4

The basic test for the need for an EIA, in a particular case, is the likelihood of significant adverse effects
on the environment by virtue of factors such as its nature, size and location. National Planning Practice
Guidance (NPPG) states that an EIA may be required for Schedule 2 developments in three particular
cases:
 For major developments which are of more than local importance;
 For developments which are proposed within particularly environmentally sensitive or vulnerable
locations; and
 For developments with unusually complex and potentially hazardous environmental effects.

2.1.5

The EIA Regulations provide definitions of those areas that are regarded as ‘sensitive’ and these include
Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), National Parks, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, World
Heritage Sites, Conservation Areas, Scheduled Ancient Monuments and internationally designated sites.
In this case, none of these apply.

2.1.6

The NPPG states that:
The aim of EIA is to protect the environment by ensuring that a Local Planning Authority, when
deciding whether to grant planning permission for a project does so in the knowledge of the
likely significant effects and takes this into account into the decision-making process.
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It then goes on to suggest that:
The more environmentally sensitive the location, the more likely it is that the effects will be
significant and require an assessment.

Changes or Extensions
2.1.8

Paragraph 13b of Schedule 2 of the EIA Regulations relates to ‘any changes to or extensions of
development of a description listed in paragraph 1-12 of column 1 of this table where that development is
already authorised, executed or in the process of being executed’.

2.1.9

As stated above, the proposed development is listed in subparagraph 11b and therefore falls under
subparagraph 13b. Subparagraph 13b states that either:


The development as changed or extended, may have significant adverse effects on the
environment; or



In relation to the development of a description mentioned in column 1 of this table
applied to the change or extension are met or exceeded.

2.1.10 The test in relation to the need for an EIA in this case is the likelihood of significant adverse environmental
effects. Notwithstanding this, National Planning Practice Guidance advises that:
It should not be presumed that development above the indicative threshold should always be
subject to an assessment or those falling below these thresholds could never give rise to
significant effects, especially where the development is in an environmentally sensitive area.
Each development will need to be considered on merit.
2.1.11 An assessment of the Schedule 2 criteria against the proposed development concludes that, whilst the
application site exceeds the indicative threshold of 0.5 hectares, it is not situated in an environmentally
sensitive location, is of a modest scale/intensity and is sufficiently distanced from nearby sensitive
receptors. An Environmental Statement, therefore, does not accompany this planning application.
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PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

3.1 Overview
3.1.1

This Planning Application seeks planning permission for an innovative Non-Ferrous Metals Recycling
facility on land off Kirby Lane, Corby. The application site is in an existing waste management use and
currently used for the operation of an In-Vessel Composting facility (IVC), which is due to cease operation.

3.1.2

The Planning Application boundary is shown edged in red on drawing GPP/DMP/KLC/20/01 – Site Location
Plan and measures 1.45 hectares in size. Other land within the applicant’s control is shown edged in blue
on this drawing.

3.1.3

The proposed metals recycling facility is designed to de-contaminate non-ferrous metals such as beer
cans, food containers, etc. which have been previously removed from the production of RDF and SRF
material. Other potential sources of feedstock could include waste from the incineration or biomass
process. The proposed bespoke metals recycling facility will be housed within the existing buildings on
site. The plant will be designed to process feedstock using technology to produce a high quality nonferrous product. The proposal will therefore assist with the recovery of material that is otherwise being
sent to landfill meeting the Government’s strategy of moving waste up the hierarchy and increasing
recycling.

3.2 Description of Development
3.2.1

The description of development is proposed to be as follows:
Construction of a Non-Ferrous Metals Recycling Facility including the construction of 2no. fire water
storage tanks, pump house, office/mess portacabin, attenuation pond and dust extraction system.

3.3 Site Layout
3.3.1

The site will be laid out as shown on drawing reference GPP/DMP/KLC/20/02. This drawing shows that
the main process/recycling plant and subsequent storage of recovered waste materials will be housed
within the existing main buildings on the site previously used for storing compostable materials.

3.4 Plant and Equipment
3.4.1

The main items of plant and equipment associated with the proposal are as follows:
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 Shredder
 Trommel screen.
 Over band magnets and eddy current separators.
 Conveyors
 Control systems
 Mobile plant and equipment

3.5 Plant Layout, Process Description & Operations
3.5.1

The recycling plant will consist of shredders, magnets, eddy current separators, trommel screens and
conveyors to separate, sort and recover the material. The plant will process approximately 4 tonnes of
material per hour.

Feedstock Delivery
3.5.2

Material will arrive to the site in bulk loads (HGVs) and tipped into the reception hall. The HGVs will either
be off loaded by forklift truck (if feedstock materials is baled) or by in-built walking floor mechanism within
the trailer unit if loose.

Feedstock Storage & Transfer
3.5.3

Feedstock will be transferred to a tipping bay within the canopied reception area. Material will then either
be fed directly to the treatment process or into a stockpile storage bay within the concrete tunnels used
by the former IVC facility. The tunnels will be capable of storing up to 3 days storage of feedstock to
mitigate against any unforeseen transportation or supplier interruptions. There will be five stockpiles of
no more than 160m3 equating to a total of 800m3 of feedstock material. This approach will be in
accordance with the Environment Agency’s Fire Prevention Plan Guidance.

Main Processing/Recycling Plant
3.5.4

This main processing/recycling plant has been designed to be accommodated within the present footprint
of the existing buildings and therefore no extensions to the building footprint is proposed with the
exception of the addition of a modular type office and welfare faciality required to house the applicant’s
operations team and staff.

3.5.5

The feedstock will be loaded into a feed hopper by a telehandler/front loading bucket feeding the first
conveyor belt. The belt from the feed hopper will transport the material to the shredder to produce a
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40mm down product to break open and liberate the incoming waste streams which is then transferred to
conveyor and onto the trommel screen.
3.5.6

The trommel screen will sort the shredded and liberated waste fractions into different size categories to
enable further processing. The oversize waste material will then be fed back into the shredder. The
undersize waste material passes onto the next step.

3.5.7

The undersize waste material then passes the first over band magnet to remove ferrous metals before
passing two eddy current separators to remove the non-ferrous metal fractions.

3.5.8

The recovered non-ferrous metal stream then passes through a manual inspection station where it is
manually sorted to remove further contamination and undergo quality control.

3.5.9

The recovered non-ferrous metal material is discharged into 1 tonne bags for storage within the existing
building in preparation for onward transportation in bulk loads.

3.5.10 The recovered ferrous metal material will be discharged loose into tipping skips for storage and onward
recycling. Any remaining residual waste fraction will be discharged into 1 tonne bags for storage and
onward transport to a waste management facility.
3.5.11 An illustrative diagram of the process is shown below:

3.5.12 The general layout of recycling plant within the existing building on the site is shown on the images below.
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End Product Storage and Shipping/Dispatch
3.5.13 The material will be delivered off the process line directly into heavy duty 1m3 bulk bags, which will then
be sealed prior to be transported to the storage area ready for dispatch. The processed material will then
be loaded onto rigid trailer HGV’s or loaded into sea containers for shipment to end users.
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3.6

Site Infrastructure

3.6.1

The proposed facility will make use of the existing weighbridge, associated office and infrastructure
including power, foul drainage and surface water drainage (which will be modified).

3.6.2

The existing buildings will be refurbished to bring the operational site to an acceptable standard including
new power and lighting circuits and repairs to cladding, internal walls where necessary. Storage areas will
be secured by means of installing palisade fencing and lockable gates at each access to the old composting
sterilisation tunnel entrances. The west end of the central reception hall will be closed off by means of
installation of steelwork and profiled cladding to enhance working conditions and security.

3.7 Plant Construction Programme & Traffic
3.7.1

Enclosed at Appendix 1 to this statement is a Construction Management Statement (CMS), which sets out
the key construction parameters that will be used to bring forward the construction of the scheme. The
CMS describes the anticipated programme of site preparation and construction works and the key
activities that will be undertaken on the site in relation to the development and the broad principles of a
framework site wide Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP).

3.7.2

The CMS notes that the construction programme is a relatively simple and requires the minimum
modifications to the building necessary to accommodate the changes to site to accommodate the metal
recycling facility. Given this, the expected timescale from start to completion of building
modifications/remedial works and upgrades to support the subsequent installation of the metals
reprocessing plant and equipment is anticipated to last no more than 6 months.

3.8 Plant Commissioning & Maintenance
3.8.1

Commissioning of the plant will be carried out to ensure that it operates as designed and that it achieves
the required operational parameters such as throughput and recovery rates. Cold commissioning will be
used to test the plant without waste e.g. motor directional testing, and tests required to demonstrate the
electrical and safety systems. Hot commissioning will be used to the test the plant with waste being
processed e.g. to establish throughput per hour.

3.8.2

The cold commissioning plan will set out a full schedule of tests for all of the plant and equipment without
waste to ensure that all electrical and mechanical items work as expected, that the control system is
integrated and that all health and safety features work. All of these tests will be verified and passed
before hot commissioning is undertaken.
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The hot commissioning plan will be carried out using a schedule of tests for all plant and equipment with
waste being processed to ensure that all parameters such as throughput per hour, recovery rates, purity
etc. are achieved as expected. Time will be built into the hot commissioning plan for optimisation of the
process to meet the expected parameters. All of the hot commissioning tests will be verified and passed
before the process is handed over and commences steady state operations.

3.8.4

The recycling plant will be properly maintained and repaired, as necessary. This will be undertaken
proactively rather than reactively. Each item of plant and equipment will have a working life with known
maintenance requirements. A full schedule of maintenance will be undertaken that covers daily, weekly,
monthly and annual requirements (based on operating hours).

3.9 Employment & Staffing
3.9.1

The proposed operations will initially be run on a single shift involving 2 no. operators/drivers, 1 no.
supervisor, 1 no. administration and 1 no. marketing person. Once the process has been proven and fully
commissioned, the facility will operate on a 2-shift basis enabling the recycling plant to extract up to
16,000 tonnes per annum of non-ferrous metal product. There will also be maintenance support staff
visiting the site on an ad-hoc/as required basis. The number of operators to run the process is reasonable
and proportionate.

3.10 Access & Traffic
3.10.1 There will be no changes to the existing site access arrangements from Gretton Brook Road. Vehicles
importing and exporting material will gain access to the site using the internal access road from the
existing entrance.
3.10.2 The plant will have a maximum processing capacity of 16,000 tonnes per year. The material will be
delivered by bulker and be taken out on rigid 40-foot trailers or in shipping type containers, with the end
product being produced into bulk bags and transferred and stored into the containers. On this basis, the
proposal will generate approximately 4-6 deliveries per day and 4-6 exports per day. Depending on the
type of supplier/contract, however, the material could be delivered and collected in smaller HGVs which
will generate in the order of 10-15 in and 10-15 out per day.
3.10.3 There will also be approximately 20-25 car movements per day involving employees.
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3.11 Hours of Operation
3.11.1 The proposed hours of operation are:
 Monday to Friday 0600 hours to 2200 hours
 Saturday 0600 hours to 1300 hours
 No working on Sundays, Public or Bank Holidays

3.12 Offices/Mess Facilities
3.12.1 A modular office building will be located to the west of the impermeable concrete pad opposite the main
processing building. The building will contain offices, a meeting room, 2 no. toilets, kitchen and mess
facilities. Scaled elevations and plan view of the office/mess building is shown on drawing reference
GPP/DMP/KLC/20/03.

3.13 Surface & Foul Water Drainage
3.13.1 The general surface water drainage arrangement is shown on the Drainage Plan drawing reference
GPP/DMP/KLC/20/06.
3.13.2 The former IVC facility diverted all surface water run-off from the operational/maturation area runoff to
two leachate holding tanks. One underground tank at the rear of the main building (to the west) and one
larger tank adjacent to the barn.
3.13.3 It is proposed that the existing surface water arrangements are modified to enable surface water from
the hardstanding areas to be discharged, via an oil interceptor and an attenuation area/pond, to the
Gretton Brook. The site benefits from an existing impermeable concrete surface which will be bunded
around its perimeter to provide total containment in the event of a fire to contain firefighting water. The
surface water attenuation area/pond will control surface water discharge to the Gretton Brook.
3.13.4 Roof rainwater from the existing and proposed buildings will be connected to the external French drain
which runs around the operational area perimeter and down the west side of the access road before
discharging into the Gretton Brook.
3.13.5 Foul water drainage from the office/mess building will diverted to the existing septic tank which is located
adjacent to the existing car park as shown drawing reference GPP/DMP/KLC/20/02 – Site Layout Plan.
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3.14 Water Holding Tanks & Fire Prevention
3.14.1 The applicant will install a UKAS accredited fire detection and suppression system to protect both human
health and the plant and equipment. Details of the fire prevention measures will be set out in the Fire
Prevention Plan accompanying the Environmental Permit application to the Environment Agency.
3.14.2 Two fire water tanks will be located on the site (circa 4.2 metres wide and 9 metres in height), which will
be used to provide a supply of fire water in the event of a fire. Each tank will hold approximately 100,000
litres of water. Elevations of the Fire Water Tanks are shown on drawing reference GPP/DMP/KLC/20/04.
The amount of firefighting water will comply with the Environment Agency’s Fire Prevention Plan
guidance. An associated pump house will be located adjacent to the fire water storage tanks and will be
able to supply firefighting water at a rate of 18.52 litres/second over a 3 hour period. The location of the
2 new water tanks and pump house are shown on drawing reference GPP/DMP/KLC/20/02 – Site Layout
Plan.

3.15 Lighting
3.15.1 Lighting will cover two main aspects: (1) general lighting for the building and (2) lighting around specific
areas of the site such as the inspection/quality control cabin and around certain plant and machinery. The
recognised lighting standard will be followed.

3.16 Environmental Controls
Dust extraction system
3.16.1 It is proposed to install a propriety dust extraction system to extract dust particles that may arise within
the shredder, trommel and inspection/quality control cabin areas. It will involve two parallel towers and
have a maximum footprint per tower of 4 metres by 4 metres (total footprint 4m x 8m) and maximum
height of 10 metres. The location of the proposed dust extraction system is shown on drawing reference
GPP/DMP/KLC/20/02 – Site Layout Plan.
3.16.2 The objective will be to capture fine dust particles released from the shredding of the feedstock and
materials separation within trommel device (primarily small particles of aluminum) and extract this
through an internal ductwork system by means of a tower extraction fan device to be located externally
to the building. The removed particles (primarily aluminum dust particles) will be filtered and either
recovered on site, sold as product or collected and taken off site for recycling.
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3.16.3 The system will be designed to remove dry dust materials from the production allowing maximum
production output, using minimal labour, encouraging better recycling and additional revenue from waste
material. Automatic recovery of dust from production machines and process, significantly improve
productivity, operate using less manual labour, improve the working environment, encourage better
recycling of the material, and reduce health and safety / fire risks.
3.16.4 Material is collected from the production processes via hoods located above the dust generating part of
the process and is transported in a high velocity air stream via a range of purpose designed ductwork. This
ductwork will be integrated into the building design and transports the recovered dust using fan
technology to a central collection area ready for recovery or offsite transportation to a recycling facility.
It is expected that the dust extract fans and recovery devices will be mounted external to the existing
building and will generally comprise two side by side tower structures each circa 4.0 metres x 4.0 metres
in plan view and each approximately 10 metres high (maximum). One will house the extract fan assembly
the other the filters and storage of the recovered dust. The appearance of the dust extraction system will
be similar to the one identified in the photograph below.
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Repair & Maintenance
3.16.5 In support of the repair and maintenance plan a full cleaning procedure be will adopted. Regular cleaning
of the plant will help improve plant availability and performance and critically will reduce fire risk from
the build-up of dry material. The cleaning plan will be built into the standard shift pattern and will include
the regular cleaning of all items of plant and equipment. This will also help to provide early warning of
potential plant and equipment failure which may help maintain availability and reduce costs.

Management Systems
3.16.6 The applicant will adopt a number of management/control systems to ensure that potential impacts such
as noise, dust, litter, odour, vermin etc are minimised.

3.17 Security
3.17.1 The site entrance has a lockable gate’s access and the site will be secured with a 2 metre high perimeter
steel security fence. The applicant will install a CCTV system to deter and prevent crime. The Site Manager
will be responsible for ensuring that the site is safe and secure when not operating.
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PLANNING POLICY CONTEXT

4.1 Introduction
4.1.1

Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires that the determination of a
planning application must be made in accordance with the Development Plan unless material
considerations indicate otherwise.

4.1.2

In this instance, the Development Plan consists of the following document(s):
 North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy 2011-2031 (Adopted July 2016), and
 Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan (adopted July 2017)
 East Northamptonshire Local Plan Saved Policies (adopted in 1996).

4.1.3

The main policies within each document considered relevant to the proposal are set out below.

4.2 The Development Plan
North Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy
4.2.1

The relevant policies of the Joint Core Strategy are considered to be;
 Policy 1: Presumption in Favour of Sustainable Development;
 Policy 4: Biodiversity and Geodiversity;
 Policy 5: Water Environment Resources and Flood Risk;
 Policy 8: North Northamptonshire Place Shaping Principles; and
 Policy 22: Delivering Economic Prosperity.

Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan
4.2.2

The Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan sets out the land use planning strategy for minerals
and waste-related development in the County. The relevant policies of the adopted Minerals and Waste
Local Plan are considered to be;
 Policy 10: Northamptonshire’s Waste Management Capacity;
 Policy 11: Spatial Strategy for Waste Management;
 Policy 12: Development Criteria for Waste Management Facilities (Non-Inert and Hazardous);
 Policy 13: Locations for Waste Management Facilities
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 Policy 18: Addressing the Impact of Proposed Minerals and Waste Development;
 Policy 21: Landscape Character; and
 Policy 23: Layout and Design Quality.

East Northamptonshire Local Plan Saved Policies (adopted in 1996)
4.2.3

Thera are only a small number of saved planning policies contained within the East Northamptonshire
Local Plan which was adopted in 1996. This Plan will be superseded by Part 2 of the Local Plan once it is
adopted. None of the saved policies are relevant to the determination of this planning application.

4.3 Other Relevant Documents
4.3.1

The National Planning Practice Guide (NPPG) confirms that the National Planning Policy Framework
(NPPF) represents up-to-date government planning policy and must be taken into account where it is
relevant to a planning application.

4.3.2

The following documents are therefore considered to represent a material consideration in the
determination of this planning application.
 National Planning Policy Framework, 2019;
 National Planning Practice Guidance; and
 Northamptonshire Development and Implementation Principles Supplementary Planning Document
(SPD)
 East Northamptonshire Replacement District Wide Local Plan Part 2

Development and Implementation Principles Supplementary Planning Document (SPD)
4.3.3

The SPD was originally adopted in March 2007. A revision of the SPD was adopted in September 2011.
The SPD identifies principles and provides guidance to support:
 Minimisation of development related waste.
 Incorporating waste design and neighbourhood facilities (with other development).
 Prevention of land use conflict between minerals or waste and incompatible development.
 Implementation of catchment areas for waste management facilities.
 Sensitive design of minerals and waste development incorporating sustainable development practices.
 Responsible stewardship which provides beneficial after-use of minerals and waste development.
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East Northamptonshire Replacement District Wide Local Plan Part 2
4.3.4

Site specific development plan documents and the policies map, which together will form Part 2 of the
Local Plan, are prepared by the District Council. The Part 2 Local Plan has not yet been submitted to the
Secretary of State for examination and therefore carries limited weight in the determination of this
planning application.
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ASSESSMENT OF THE PROPOSAL

5.1 Introduction
5.1.1

From an assessment of the Development Plan and other relevant documents, the main issues in the
assessment of the proposed development are as follows:
 Location of the Development;
 Committed Sites;
 Non-Inert Waste Development Criteria;
 Catchment Area, and
 Employment & Economics
 Environmental and Local Amenity Considerations.

5.1.2

The following section considers the main planning issues in turn.

5.2 Location of the Development
5.2.1

Paragraph 4 of the National Planning Policy for Waste (NPPW) notes that, in terms of identifying suitable
sites for waste management development:
give priority to the re-use of previously-developed land, sites identified for employment uses,
and redundant agricultural and forestry buildings and their curtilages

5.2.2

In this case, the application site is previously developed land is therefore compliant with the locational
principles of the NPPW.

5.2.3

The Waste Spatial Strategy sets out the expected location of a network of waste management facilities in
the County. Policy 11 states that “Northamptonshire’s waste management network, particularly advanced
treatment facilities with a sub-regional or wider catchment, will be focussed within the central spine and
the sub-regional centre of Daventry. Development should be concentrated in Northampton,
Wellingborough, Kettering, Corby and Daventry”. The Application Site is situated on the outskirts of Corby
within the ‘central spine’ and is therefore fully compliant with the locational requirements of Policy 11.

5.2.4

The application proposal is therefore fully compliant with the locational requirements of national planning
policy and the waste spatial strategy contained within the Waste Local Plan.
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5.3 Committed Sites
5.3.1

The application site is identified at Appendix 4 to the Waste Local Plan as a ‘committed site’ which is a site
with planning permission for waste-related development. The extract of Appendix 4 is set out below.

5.3.2

At paragraph 5.36, the Plan notes that
…these commitments make a fundamental contribution in delivering the waste infrastructure
that will enable the treatment of Northamptonshire’s waste to 2031, and for the Local Plan to
meet its objectives. It should be noted that the Local Plan seeks to safeguard waste sites from
alternative non-waste uses through Policy 29.

5.3.3

The application proposal will therefore ensure that the site is retained as a waste management use
complying with Policy 29 of the Waste Local Plan.

5.3.4

Paragraph 5.38 goes on to state that:
Proposals for extensions or change in waste-related development on the committed sites (and
on other sites on which planning permission for waste use has been subsequently granted)
must be in accordance with Local Plan policies. However, it is accepted that being committed
confers a favourable status on these sites for a continuation of a waste use where this meets
the intent of the Local Plan strategy and policies, and also in accordance with planning policy.

5.3.5

It is therefore concluded that because the application site is recognised as an existing waste management
facility, and a committed site for the purposes of the Minerals and Waste Local Plan, the principle of an
alternative waste management use on the site is fully supported by the Waste Local Plan.

5.4 Non-Inert Waste Development Criteria
5.4.1

Policy 12 of the adopted Minerals and Waste Local Plan presents the overarching development criteria
for non-inert waste management facilities. The Policy sets out a series of spatial and waste management
related criteria which are assessed below.

5.4.2

The first bullet point requirement of Policy 12 requires the development proposal to comply with the
Waste Spatial Strategy. As demonstrated in section 4.3 above, the application proposal does not conflict
with the locational requirements of the Waste Spatial Strategy.
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The second bullet requirement requires development proposals to promote the development of a
sustainable waste network and facilitate the delivery of Northamptonshire’s waste management capacity
requirements. Policy 10 of the Waste Local Plan deals with Northamptonshire’s waste management
capacity requirements. It states that for ‘non-inert recycling’, there will be a 0.28 million tonnes per
annum indicative shortfall in capacity to be met. Notwithstanding the estimated capacity shortfall
requirements set out in the Waste Local Plan, the application proposal represents ‘cutting edge’
advancements in new recycling capability. Approximately 30% of metal (both ferrous and non-ferrous)
contained within previously sorted and recycled Solid Recovered Fuel (SRF) and Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF)
is either contained within the ash following incineration or is disposed of in landfill sites.

5.4.4

By using aluminium scrap, CO2 emissions can be reduced by 92% compared to manufacturing raw
aluminium. Recycling aluminium can also save 95% of the energy needed for primary production.
Therefore, one tonne of recycled aluminium saves up to 8 tonnes of bauxite, 14,000 kWh of energy, and
7.6 cubic meters of landfill space. The proposed facility will therefore be able to recover and recycle nonferrous metal material (and smaller quantities of ferrous metal and RDF/SRF) that is otherwise being
disposed of. This proposal therefore represents an opportunity to increase compliance with Government’s
aspiration of moving waste up the ‘Waste Hierarchy’.

5.4.5

In terms of the third and fourth bullet points of Policy 12, the ‘need’ for the application facility stems from
the aspirations to recover and recycle non-ferrous metals contained within previously sorted SRF and RDF
material which is currently being disposed of. As referred to above, the proposed facility will therefore
comply with the Government’s aspirations of by moving waste up the Waste Hierarchy and minimising
the disposal of an important waste fraction. The applicant has identified a regional market for the nonferrous metal waste streams and therefore proposes a regional ‘catchment area’. The proposal therefore
presents a sustainable opportunity to increase recycling rates in the region with an appropriate catchment
area for what is a specialised facility.

5.4.6

In terms of sustainable transportation, the proposal will import and export material in bulk loads
minimising the transportation of material and ensuring the efficient collection and recovery of waste
materials.

5.4.7

The last bullet of Policy 12 is not relevant to the determination of the application proposal.

5.4.8

The above assessment demonstrates that the application proposal is fully compliant with the non-inert
waste development criteria set out in Policy 12 of the Waste Local Plan.
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5.5 Catchment Area
5.5.1

Policy 12 of the adopted Minerals and Waste Local Plan requires proposals for waste management
facilities (including existing facilities and extensions to existing facilities) to demonstrate the intended
catchment area for the waste to be managed. Paragraph 3.8 of the ‘Development and Implementation
Principles SPD’ reaffirms this position by requiring proposals for waste-related development to include
the intended catchment area.

5.5.2

At a national level, paragraph 4 of the National Planning Policy for Waste recognises that:
New facilities will need to serve catchment areas large enough to secure the economic viability
of the plant.

5.5.3

The SPD provides guidance on the 5 categories of catchment areas - national, regional, sub-regional, local,
and neighbourhood. The commercial viability of the proposal is influenced by a series of variables that
include (but are not limited to) gate fees, haulage costs, operational costs, contract sizes and tenure, end
user requirements, and competitor activity.

5.5.4

Having regard to the specialised nature of the proposed non-ferrous metal recycling facility and the
identified market of the SRF and RDF recovered waste material, the applicant proposes to establish a
‘regional’ catchment area. This is considered compliant with paragraph 2.37 of the adopted Minerals and
Waste Local Plan which acknowledges that:
There will inevitably be some cross-border flows for reasons of geographical convenience,
which may be broadly balanced. This may occur due to some waste management facilities
(both within and outside the County) requiring a wider catchment as a result of operational
requirements and treatment processes for the specific waste stream.

5.5.5

The proposed catchment area for the facility is shown on plan reference GPP/DMP/KLC/20/07 at
Appendix 2 to this report and will therefore have regard to Table 3 of the SPD as set out below.
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The catchment area of the proposed facility is therefore broadly compliant with the principles of
sustainable development and the requirements of the Waste Local Plan and associated SPD.

5.6 Employment & Economics
5.6.1

The NPPF came into force on the 27th March 2012 and was last updated on the 19th June 2019. It sets out
the Government’s planning policies for England and how these are expected to be applied. The NPPF sets
out the economic, environmental and social planning policies for England. Taken together, these policies
articulate the Government’s vision of sustainable development, which should be interpreted and applied
locally to meet local aspirations.

5.6.2

The NPPF is supportive of economic growth in rural areas in order to create jobs and prosperity by taking
a positive approach to sustainable new development. It states that all types of business in rural areas
should be supported.

5.6.3

Policy 22 (Delivering Economic Prosperity) of the JNNCS supports proposal that will provide economic
prosperity and new employment opportunities. It notes that support will be provided for prioritising the
enhancement of existing employment sites and the regeneration of previously developed land. The
proposal will take advantage of a site that has planning permission for a waste management use. It will
create 10 new employment opportunities (5 x 2 shift basis) in the running of the operation and a number
of direct and indirect economic/employment benefits, which will come from factors such as:
 Wages to employees
 Payments to sub-consultants such as plant contractors, environmental consultants etc
 Transport and fuel
 Spending on local goods and services
 Energy – power, heat, light
 Contractors, maintenance engineers, fitters, etc
 Business rates

5.6.4

The proposal will also involve a considerable investment in the recycling plant and refurbishment of the
site. The potential employment and economic related benefits of the proposed development are
therefore matters to which positive weight should be attached in the planning balance. The proposal is
therefore compliant with Policy 22 of the JNNCS and the NPPF.
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5.7 Environmental & Local Amenity Considerations
5.7.1

Having regard to the Development Plan and national planning policy guidance, the main environmental
and local amenity considerations associated with the proposal relate to the following topics:
 Noise
 Traffic and Transportation
 Surface Water Drainage and Flood Risk;
 Odour;
 Dust
 Litter
 Landscape and Visual Impact;
 Ecology;

5.7.2

The following section of the Planning Statement assesses the main environmental impacts arising from
the proposal.

Noise
5.7.3

Policy 18 of the adopted Minerals and Waste Local Plan states that it is requires waste management
operations to avoid adverse noise impacts upon local amenity. A technical Noise Assessment report
accompanies this statement at Appendix 3. The noise assessment was carried out in accordance with BS
4142, BS 8233 and having regard to World Health Organisation guidelines.

5.7.4

Due to the COVID 19 pandemic, it was not possible to undertake noise monitoring to establish typical
baseline noise data, as the present restrictions have resulted in many businesses either being closed or
operating at reduced capacity, with considerable reductions in road and rail traffic. As a suitable
alternative, background levels have been used from the noise monitoring that was carried to support the
outline planning application (East Northamptonshire Council planning ref. 19/01219/OUT) for Priors Hall
Zones 2 & 3 residential development to the east of the site. This approach is in accordance with the
current Institute of Acoustics guidance.

5.7.5

The unattended noise surveys carried out to the south of Kirby Lane and at a position to the south east of
the data centre (approximately 350 metres south of Kirby Lane) indicated the following typical
background (LA90) noise levels:
 Kirby Lane – 47 dB LA90 daytime / 40 dB LA90 night-time;
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 South East of data centre – 43 dB LA90 daytime / 35 dB LA90 night-time.
5.7.6

The background noise levels above are representative of the noise levels at the properties to the south of
the data centre, presently under construction and those proposed to the east within Zones 2 & 3. To
provide a worst-case assessment, the lower levels were assumed for the purposes of the noise
assessment.

5.7.7

The main building which will house the plant is of substantial construction, with a concrete push wall
running around the sides of the building to a height of 3 metres and fibre cement cladding above and on
the roof. There is a bund running around the eastern and southern sides which is approximately 6 metres
in height and provides effective screening for noise generated within the building and within the external
areas where the plant will operate.

5.7.8

A dust extraction system will be installed externally on the eastern facade of the main building. The source
noise levels for this plant has been determined on the basis of ensuring noise levels calculated at a
distance of 10 metres do not exceed 70 dB(A). It is anticipated that a cartridge filter system will be
installed, which has the main dust extraction fans at low level. The plant will be enclosed to reduce noise
to a level which will ensure that no adverse noise impacts arise at the surrounding residential properties.
The existing bund running around the eastern and southern sides (which is approximately 6 metres in
height) and provides effective screening for noise generated within the building and within the external
areas where the plant will operate.

5.7.9

From the assessment carried out in accordance with BS4142, the noise assessment report finds that noise
levels attributable to the proposed operation of the site will be at least 20 dB(A) below the recommended
external noise levels within gardens during the daytime periods, with reference to BS 8233 and WHO
guidelines. Internally, assuming an open window, rating noise levels will be 15 dB(A) below the most
stringent night-time limits.

5.7.10 It is therefore concluded that the proposed operations will result in the potential for a ‘low impact’, both
during the day, evening, and early morning periods, when assessed against the requirements of BS 4142.
The levels of noise predicted will ensure that the proposal does not result in any adverse noise effects.
The proposal is therefore compliant with Policy 18 of the Minerals and Waste Local Plan and the NPPF.

Traffic & Transportation
5.7.11 Policy 19 of the adopted Minerals and Waste Local Plan seeks to ensure waste related development is be
well placed to serve their intended markets or catchment area(s) in order to minimise transport distances
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and movements in order to support the development of sustainable communities that take responsibility
for the waste that they produce and work towards self-sufficiency.
5.7.12 It states that proposals for new development or development that would result in a significant increase
in transport movements should include a sustainable transport statement to demonstrate how the above
has been taken into consideration.
5.7.13 The site has an established access point from Kirby Lane which is suitable for Heavy Goods Vehicles. Kirby
Lane is connected to Gretton Brook Road which serves the wider highway network and the
industrial/commercial estates in Corby.
5.7.14

The recycling plant has the capacity to process up to 16,000 tonnes material per year. It is anticipated
that the material will be imported and exported in site by artic bulkers, save the ferrous material which
will be taken off site in smaller vehicles. There will be 4-6 deliveries of feedstock material to the site and
4-6 exports of recycled product per day. In the event that contracts/suppliers deliver and collect material
in smaller quantities (i.e. smaller HGV’s), the movement of vehicles to and from the site is likely to be in
the order of 10-15 in and 10-15 out per day. The proposed levels of traffic will therefore be similar to
when the site operated as an IVC facility (albeit without the seasonal fluctuations) which handled up to
40,000 tonnes of green and food waste per year.

5.7.15 Staff will generate approximately 20 car movements (10 in and 10 out) per day giving rise to a negligible
impact of traffic on the public highway.
5.7.16 In overall terms, the proposed recycling facility will generate modest levels of HGV movements and will
be similar to the permitted use. The proposed levels of traffic therefore are acceptable and will not have
an adverse impact upon the local highway network or compromise highway safety. The proposal will not
therefore conflict with Policy 19 above.

Surface Water Drainage and Flood Risk
5.7.17 Policy 18 of the Waste Local Plan requires proposals for and waste development to demonstrate that the
following has been considered and addressed…impacts on flood risk as well as the flow and quantity of
surface and groundwater.

D016-01 /Planning Statement
June 2020

28

GP PLANNING LTD

PLANNING STATEMENT

Surface Water Drainage
5.7.18 There will be no new or additional impermeable concrete surface areas created as part of this proposal.
The re-development of the site will be undertaken utilising the site’s existing infrastructure and within the
confines of the site’s existing boundary.
5.7.19 Surface water from the operational waste management areas will be discharged, via an oil interceptor
and an attenuation area/pond in the northern part of the site, to the Gretton Brook. Discharge to the
Brook will be agreed with the Environment Agency. The oil interceptor will ensure that there is no
pollution to the Gretton Brook as result of surface water run-off from the application site. The surface
water attenuation area along the northern boundary will enable the applicant to regulate the discharge
rate of water into the Gretton Brook.
5.7.20 Clean roof rainwater water from the existing and proposed buildings will be taken to the Gretton Brook
via a French drain. An existing septic tank will prevent pollution of groundwater from the office/mess
facilities.

Flood Risk
5.7.21 The NPPF confirms that ‘A site-specific flood risk assessment is required for proposals of 1 hectare or
greater in Flood Zone 1. The application site is situated within Flood Zone 1 of the Environment Agency’s
Flood Zone Maps and is 1.45 hectares in size. An FRA therefore accompanies the submission of the
Planning Application and is enclosed at Appendix 4 to this statement.
5.7.22 This FRA has been undertaken with due regard to the statutory requirements of the NPPF and with
reference to the Planning Practice Guidance (PPG) in relation to development and flood risk. This ensures
that flood risk is taken into account at all stages of the planning process and to avoid inappropriate
development in areas potentially at risk of flooding.
5.7.23 The National Planning Guidance Note provides guidance on development and flood and states (Paragraph:
031 Reference ID: 7-031-20140306) that:
A flood risk assessment should also be appropriate to the scale, nature and location of the
development. For example, where the development is an extension to an existing house (for
which planning permission is required) which would not significantly increase the number of
people present in an area at risk of flooding, the local planning authority would generally need
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a less detailed assessment to be able to reach an informed decision on the planning
application.
5.7.24 The FRA at Appendix 4 confirms that, due to the nature/scale of the proposed development, and that the
site is within the lowest flood risk category, the proposal will not increase flood risk in the locality of the
site.

Conclusions – Surface Water & Flood Risk
5.7.25 On the basis of the implementation of the proposed surface water drainage scheme and mitigation
measures, the proposal will not cause an adverse effect on the Gretton Brook nor will it give rise to any
unacceptable cumulative impacts on local flood storage capacity or flows. The proposal will not give rise
to any significant surface water or flood risk impacts and is therefore compliant with Policy 18 of the
adopted Minerals and Waste Local Plan and the guidance contained within the NPPF.

Odour
5.7.26 Policy 18 of the adopted Minerals and Waste Local Plan considers the potential for odour, it states that
any proposed development will need to consider:
Avoiding and/or minimising potentially adverse impacts to acceptable level, specifically
addressing air emissions (including dust), odour....
5.7.27 The application site does not contain potentially odour sensitive receptors within close proximity of the
site. The nearest residential dwellings will be more than 400 metres from the site. The Horizon Centre is
approximately 150 metres to the south. The distance between the application site and receptor locations
will therefore ensure that any odours are dissipated to negligible levels.
5.7.28 The nature of the incoming waste streams will not be inherently odorous (e.g. food waste) and the plant
will be designed to minimise the risk of fugitive odours. To minimise the risks of odour related issues, the
applicant will incorporate an odour management controls covering the proposed operations.
5.7.29 The following odour management measures will be adopted at the facility to minimise odour release.
 A subjective ‘sniff’ testing exercise will be conducted daily. The exercise utilises human assessors (site
personnel) who use their sense of smell to sniff odours detectable in the vicinity of the site and identify
their sources.
 All loads arriving at the facility will be subject to an odour inspection prior to being permitted to proceed
to the tipping hall.
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 Any particularly odorous material will be placed in a sealed container within the building for removal
from site.
 Waste will only be stored for up to 48 hours ensuring that the material is dealt with in on a ‘first in and
first out basis’.
 The volume of the waste received will be managed to ensure that all material can be accommodated
within the tipping hall and that all material can be processed within an appropriate timeframe.
 All residual wastes arising from the treatment will be mechanically or hand-sorted and fall into the one
of the dedicated bays which will be removed from site or into a tipping skip once the bay is full.
5.7.30 The applicant is in the process of obtaining an Environmental Permit from the Environment Agency in
order to operate the facility. The Environmental Permit will require the Applicant to control odour from
the proposed operations to acceptable levels.
5.7.31 The proposal is therefore capable of being controlled to acceptable levels through the imposition of
planning conditions imposed on the planning permission and the detailed controls covered by the
Environmental Permit. It is therefore concluded that the proposal will not give rise to unacceptable odour
impacts upon neighbouring or local uses. The proposal is therefore compliant with Policy 18 of the
adopted Minerals and Waste Local Plan.

Dust
5.7.32 Policy 18 of the Adopted Minerals and Waste Local Plan requires consideration of the risk of dust arising
from proposed waste management developments. This is echoed in the NPPW which states that;
Considerations will include the proximity of sensitive receptors, including ecological a well as
human receptors, and the extent to which adverse emissions can be controlled through the
use of appropriate and well-maintained and well managed equipment and vehicles.
5.7.33 The proposed operations are enclosed within a building and, by their nature, do not generate high levels
of dust like shredding wood or crushing aggregates. The management of dust will therefore proportionate
to the nature of the operations.
5.7.34 In terms of location, the application site does not contain potentially dust sensitive receptors within close
proximity of the site. The nearest residential dwellings will be more than 400 metres from the site. The
Horizon Centre is approximately 150 metres to the south. The distance between the application site and
receptor locations will therefore ensure that air bourne dust will not pose a significant nuisance risk to
local amenity.
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5.7.35 The main recycling plant building will contain an automated dust extraction system as described in
paragraphs 3.16.1 to 3.16.4 above. The dust extraction system will be fitted around the plant to reduce
the amount of dust in the materials recycling facility.
5.7.36 In addition to the dust extraction system to control dust within the building(s), the following dust
management measures will be adopted at the facility to minimise air borne dust.
 Daily visual inspections of the site will be carried out by the Site Manager, at the start of operations and
throughout the day. There will be a particular focus during dry windy weather to ensure that all
potential or actual dust sources are identified and treated promptly with the application of water.
 The surface of the access road will be dampened down as necessary and will be maintained to ensure
effective dust control.
 Setting a speed limit for on site vehicles of 10 mph (16 kph).
 Should visible dust be blown from any storage mounds the relevant surfaces will be treated with water.
 All existing staff will be trained in this procedure. All new staff will be trained within 2 months from
commencing employment.
 Record any dust complaints, identify causes and take appropriate measures to reduce emissions in a
timely manner. All records will be made available to the Local Authority if requested.
5.7.37 The dust extraction system within the building will ensure that working conditions for site operatives are
acceptable. The implementation of the DMP will control and mitigate dust generation. This will ensure
that there is no dust nuisance to nearby businesses or residential receptors in the locality. The proposal
is therefore compliant with Policy 18 of the Minerals and Waste Local Plan.

Litter
5.7.38 Policy 18 of the adopted Minerals and Waste Local Plan seeks to avoid/or minimise potentially adverse
impacts from waste management development to acceptable levels, specifically addressing (inter
alia)…litter. The nature of the waste material that will be brought to the site will mean that the risk posed
to off-site windblown litter is minimal. Feedstock material will be delivered to the site and tipped in the
main tipping hall. The tipping hall has existing roller shutter doors that can be closed when tipping takes
place during windy conditions.
5.7.39 The entire recycling process will be enclosed within the existing buildings on the site. At the end of the
recycling plant process, the material will be delivered off the process line directly into heavy duty 1m3
bulk bags, which will then be sealed prior to be transported to the storage area ready for dispatch. The
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processed material will then be loaded onto rigid trailer HGV’s or loaded into sea containers for shipment
to end users. The tipping and processing of material is therefore enclosed, and the subsequent storage
of the non-ferrous material will be sealed ensuring that the risk of wind-blown material is low. The
remaining residual waste ferrous fraction will be discharged into tipping skips within the building.
5.7.40 The applicant will undertake regular cleaning of the site. The cleaning plan will be built into the standard
shift pattern and will include the regular cleaning of all items of plant and equipment. This will also help
to provide early warning of potential plant and equipment failure which may help maintain availability
and reduce costs.
5.7.41 The applicant will adopt a management system which will include measures to ensure that the site is kept
clean and tidy and free from loose bound material that could escape the site. The proposal will not
therefore result in adverse litter impacts and will fully comply with the aspirations of Policy 18 of the
Waste Local Plan in seeking to control the escape of litter from the site.

Landscape/Visual Impact & Ecology
5.7.42 Policy 18 of the adopted Minerals and Waste Local Plan seeks to avoid/or minimise potentially adverse
impacts to acceptable level and ensuring built development is of a design and layout that has regard to
its visual appearance in the context of the defining characteristics of the local area. This is supported by
the SPD at Box SPD3 (Design principles for minerals and waste development) where is requires high quality
landscaping and boundary treatments that are in context with, and complementary to, the surrounding
landscape character. Policy 21 of the Waste Local Plan also seeks to ensure that waste development
mitigates potential adverse impacts on the local character and distinctiveness of Northamptonshire’s
landscape where necessary.
5.7.43 The application site is an existing waste management facility which has been established through a grant
of planning permission. The impact of the existing facility including on site buildings/structures has
therefore been found to be acceptable in terms of its visual impact and impact upon the surrounding
landscape character. The proposal will not remove or adversely impact upon existing mature trees or
established hedgerow around the site. The proposed metal recycling facility will there exert minimal
adverse effects upon the landscape.
5.7.44 In terms of visual impacts, the proposal involves locating the recycling plant, and subsequent storage of
recycled waste, within the existing buildings on the site. The only new buildings/structures involved in the
construction of the proposal will be:
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 1 no. modular offices
 Fire water storage tanks and pump house, and
 A dust extraction unit adjacent to the main recycling plant building
5.7.45 The main building which will house the recycling plant is of substantial construction, with a concrete push
wall running around the sides of the building to a height of 3 metres and fibre cement cladding above and
on the roof.
5.7.46 There is a grass seeded bund running around the eastern and southern sides which is approximately 6
metres in height and provides effective visual screening of the site from public viewpoints. The areas of
slippage on the bund will be re-addressed during the construction works and will be re-seeded at the
earliest opportunity. There is also a screening mound located to the east which will minimise views of the
facility from Gretton Brook Road.
5.7.47 The existing mature vegetation, hedgerow and trees in the locality, together with the perimeter screening
mounds will ensure that views of the proposed facility will be limited and at distance. It is therefore
concluded that the proposal will not give rise to significant landscape and visual impacts.

Ecology
5.7.48 Policy 18 of the adopted Minerals and Waste Local Plan seeks to protect Northamptonshire’s natural
resources and key environmental designations. The same planning policy aspirations are echoed in within
the NPPF.
5.7.49 The application site is previously developed land and has been an operational waste management facility
for many years. It follows that the site does not contain features of important nature conservation interest
and is therefore of low ecological value. The proposal will not involve the demolition of any existing
buildings or the loss of any trees or hedgerow. It will not therefore impact upon any protected species.
The proposal is therefore compliant with both Policy 18 of the adopted Minerals and Waste Local Plan
and the NPPF.

Landscape & Ecological Mitigation Scheme
5.7.50 Paragraph 175 of the NPPF states that opportunities to incorporate biodiversity improvements in and
around developments should be encouraged, especially where this can secure measurable net gains for
biodiversity. The application proposal includes measures to enhance the ecological value of the site and
minimise the visual/landscape impacts that have the potential to be brought about.
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5.7.51 Enclosed at Appendix 3 to this statement is a Landscape Planting and Ecological Enhancement Scheme.
The scheme seeks to enhance the previous landscape planting/mitigation works that were carried out
during the operation of the IVC facility and maximise biodiversity value.
5.7.52 It is proposed to plant a row of 20 trees to the north of the access road to minimise views of the facility
from the public footpath to the north-west. The planting of a further 30 trees is proposed on the western
boundary adjacent to Gretton Brook Road. Here, most of the larger trees that have previously been
planted are Ash trees and are suffering from Chalara, an Ash dieback disease. It is therefore proposed to
enhance this area with an additional 30 trees to replace those which are failing.
5.7.53 The hedgerow to the west of the access road adjacent to the weighbridge area will be gapped up with 50
new transplants. The short gaps will be cleared of existing vegetation and the adjacent hedge trimmed
back to prevent competition and over-shading. The new hedgerow sections will be notch planted using 5
plants per metre in double staggered rows and protected by spiral guards.
5.7.54 The proposed landscape planting works will be subject to a 5-year maintenance period. Weed growth
around individual plants will be controlled by herbicide to create a 1m width free of weeds. All failures
will be replaced in the following planting season to ensure 100% stocking rate. Vegetation between the
shrubs will be cut annually or as required. Tree shelters/guards will be repositioned/maintained at each
maintenance visit. The Landscape Maintenance scheme is also enclosed at Appendix 3 to this statement.

Design and Layout
5.7.55 Achieving high quality design and layout in new development features heavily in both local and national
policy. Policy 23 of the adopted Northamptonshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan notes that;
The layout and overall appearance of Waste Management facilities will be required to
demonstrate that the development supports local identity and relates well to neighbouring
sites and buildings.
5.7.56 Policy 18 of the adopted Minerals and Waste Local Plan Policy 8 of the North Northamptonshire Joint Core
Strategy echoes this policy aspiration.
5.7.57 The proposal will utilise the main building and site infrastructure including the existing weighbridge, site
entrance and concreted surface. The existing layout of the site will therefore largely remain unaltered and
will ensure that it supports local identity and relates well to neighbouring land and buildings.
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Conclusions – Landscape/Visual Impact & Ecology
5.7.58 The proposal has no nearby receptors that will have direct view of the proposed facility. The existing
screening bunds together with hedgerows and trees in the locality of the site will minimise the landscape
and visual impacts of the proposed new buildings and structures. The proposed landscape and ecological
enhancement scheme will provide further visual and landscape mitigation ensuring that no significant
impacts arise and that biodiversity benefits are maximised as far as reasonably practicable. It is therefore
concluded that the proposal is compliant with Policy 18 and 21 of the adopted Minerals and Waste Local
Plan and the NPPF planning policy requirements.
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CONCLUSION

6.1 The Planning Balance
6.1.1

The proposed Non-Ferrous Metals Recycling facility has been assessed against the relevant policies of the
adopted Minerals and Waste Local plan. The proposal is fully compliant with the Waste Spatial Strategy
by being situated in the ‘central spine’ and being located on a site committed for waste management
uses. The proposal will therefore ensure that the site is retained as a sustainable waste management
development and will continue to contribute to achieving current and future waste recycling targets in
the County and Nationally.

6.1.2

The proposal has demonstrated compliance with Policy 12 of the adopted Minerals and Waste Local Plan
in terms of meeting the overarching development criteria for non-inert waste management facilities. The
proposed catchment area for the facility is reasonable and compliant with the Waste Local Plan ensuring
the sustainable credentials of the site are maintained. The innovative recycling facility will comply with
the Government’s national waste planning policy aspirations of diverting waste from landfill and moving
waste up the hierarchy.

6.1.3

There will be no significant environmental or local amenity impacts as a result of noise, dust, odour, and
litter generation. There will also be no unacceptable impacts upon the public highway, features of nature
conservation interest or landscape and visual impacts. Any negative residual impacts are capable of being
controlled by the imposition of planning conditions and the regulatory controls that will be required by
the Environmental Permitting Regulations.

6.1.4

The proposal is therefore considered to constitute sustainable development and is compliant with the
Development Plan and the requirements of a suite of national planning policy including the NPPF, NPPG
and NPPW.
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APPENDIX 1: CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT PLAN
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APPENDIX 2: CATCHMENT AREA PLAN
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APPENDIX 3: NOISE ASSESSMENT
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APPENDIX 4: FLOOD RISK ASSESSMENT
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APPENDIX 5: LANDSCAPE/ECOLOGICAL ENHANCEMENT SCHEME
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