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Dear Sir or Madam
Rushton Generating Station Supporting Planning Statement
Planning permission KE/06/245 application for variation of clause 9 Cessation of
Development
Planning history
Planning permission number KE/01/361C was granted 22 March 2001 for a gas powered
generation compound at Rushton Landfill Site, Oakley Road, Rushton. This development
was never started by the applicant.
Planning permission was granted 5 May 2006 no. KE/06/245 with a variation in the height
of the stack. Development of the generating commenced station commenced on 21 August
2006. Clause 9 of the planning permission requires the development to cease after 15 years.
Consequently, as the generating station is in operation continuously and expected to
continue for many years into the future, a variation of clause 9 is sought, extending the life
of the station for a further 15 years.
Description of the site
The generating station is located within the Mick George Landfill, Oakley Road, Rushton.
It sits within a compound fenced for security. Within the compound are
• Containerised Jenbacher 316 834kWe generating engine
• Haase flare with blower
• Transformer
• Oil tanks
• Wooden shed containing a compressor
• Low voltage distribution cabinet
• Meter cabinet
• Substation
See drawing C1200-GA-001 and the aerial photo below.

The generating station is designed to run unmanned and continuously. It sits in a sheltered
location not visible from outside the Mick George Landfill site. When the generating
engine is stopped, eg for maintenance, the flare automatically lights. This ensures that gas
produced within the deposited waste is burnt rather than emitted to atmosphere.
The photos below show the generating station as it is today. This planning application is for
the continued use of the generating station and does not include any changes to the station.
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The generating station and the landfill site
The landfill site is operated by Mick George Ltd (MGL). The generating station is operated
by Aurora Energy Ltd. Aurora is not involved in the waste activities at the site. There are
two gas systems. Aurora manages the gas wells and system in the older parts of the site,
bringing landfill gas to the generating station. MGL collects gas from the newer parts of the
site including in the waste tipping area where the gas contains high levels of Hydrogen
Sulphide which is harmful to the generating engine. That gas is flared by MGL.
The planning permission for the MGL Landfill Site has an end date of 30 September 2030
and the site is still operating. Landfill gas will continue to be produced by the deposited
waste for several decades, albeit at a declining rate once waste deposits cease.

Environmental considerations
The generating station has an environmental permit, no. EPR/HP3437NS/V002 issued by
the Environment Agency. It is also accredited by Ofgem under the Renewables Obligation.
After waste has been deposited in the landfill site a methanogenic process occurs with
methane and carbon dioxide being produced. Methane is 25 times more harmful than
carbon dioxide in global warming terms. By using the methane to generate electricity the
greater harmfulness of methane is reduced to carbon dioxide, and the electricity produced
replaces that from fossil fuel powered generating stations. The Rushton Landfill Generating
Station produces enough electricity for the needs of 1,700 houses, offsetting the emission
of 3,150 tonnes of CO2 from fossil fuelled power stations.

Planning policy considerations
The NPPF says in its support for renewable energy and the reduction of climate changing
emissions, “local planning authorities should not require applicants to demonstrate the
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overall need for renewable or low carbon energy, and recognise that even small-scale
projects provide a valuable contribution to cutting greenhouse gas emissions”.
The Northamptonshire Climate Change Strategy 2020 – 2023 has as the second of its
overall objectives “Reduce emissions of greenhouse gases”. The generating station with its
associated gas wells and pipework captures the landfill gas which could otherwise escape
to atmosphere and thereby reduces emissions of greenhouse gases.
Yours faithfully

D A Cross
Managing Director
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