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IMD 2019 : Useful Background Information

The Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) is the main statistical overview of relative deprivation covering
the whole of England. It is formatted using small geographical areas called Lower Super Output Areas
(LSOAs), of which there are 32,844 across the country, with 228 of them falling within the proposed unitary
authority of West Northamptonshire. At the time of the 2011 Census each LSOA represented around 1,600
people. The IMD is released on an adhoc timescale by the Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local
Government (MHCLG). The 2019 release, analysed here, replaces the 2015 version and was constructed
primarily by Oxford Consultants for Social Inclusion (OCSI) on behalf of the MHCLG.
The IMD is part of the English Indices of Deprivation. There are two other indices in the set :
The Income Deprivation Affecting Children Index (IDACI)
The Income Deprivation Affecting Older People Index (IDAOPI)
Additional profiles considering these two Indices from a West Northamptonshire perspective are also
available (see links in section 8). This profile, however, concentrates on the IMD.
The Index of Multiple Deprivation is constructed in hierarchical format using numerous national indicators to
build up seven subject area ‘domains’ which then come together to create the overarching IMD, using the
weightings shown in the MHCLG infographic below. These weightings are the same as in 2015. At the end
of this process, each LSOA geography is given a ‘deprivation score’. To provide analysis of their relative
levels of deprivation across the entire country, the individual LSOA geographies are then sorted according
to their deprivation score, given a national ranking and then divided into ten equal sections (deciles). A
full list of indicators (and data years used) is available within Chapter 4 of the national Technical Report
2019.

Nationally, the LSOA with Rank 1 is the most deprived and the LSOA ranked 32844 is the least deprived.
Decile 1 is the most deprived and Decile 10 is the least deprived.
A key definition of deprivation used by local authorities is those areas (and their residents) which fall within
the top 20% most deprived LSOAs nationally (ie. deciles 1 and 2 nationally). In the graphs, tables and map
below, the most deprived LSOAs are shown in hot colours (reds and oranges) while the least deprived
are shown in cool colours (greens and blues).
Comparison of indices over time should be treated with caution due to on-going improvements in
methodology and can only be made in terms of relative deprivation (rankings / deciles).

2.

IMD 2019 : Spread of Deprivation by National Decile

There are 228 Lower Super Output Areas (LSOAs) in the proposed unitary authority of West
Northamptonshire. Of these, 13 LSOAs are amongst the top 10% most deprived in England and 19 fall
within Decile 2 nationally. Thus, 32 (14.0%) of the LSOAs in West Northamptonshire are amongst the top
20% most deprived nationally. The equivalent figures in 2015 were 17, 21, 38 and 16.7% respectively,
although 12 LSOAs have moved within, into or out of this group. 31 of the 2019 deprived LSOAs are found
in Northampton. Across England as a whole, the index will, of course, place 20% of LSOAs within deciles 1
and 2.
The bar graphs below shows the distribution of LSOAs by IMD national decile for West Northamptonshire.
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It is clear that Northampton contains a greater proportion (23.3%) of deprived LSOAs (deciles 1 and 2)
than the 20% national division. For a list the top 20 most deprived LSOAs in West Northamptonshire see
section 5 of this profile. Daventry 008D is the only deprived LSOA in that district (Borough Hill, Trafalgar
Way, Long March area of the town). South Northamptonshire has no deprived LSOAs in the overall IMD.

The map of West Northamptonshire by LSOA (below) shows the spread of deprivation across the
proposed unitary area by IMD 2019 national decile (where decile 1 is the most deprived and decile 10 is the
least deprived).

3.

Timeseries Distribution of Deprivation by National Rank

The box and whisker diagram overleaf shows the distribution of national ranks for all the LSOAs in the
proposed West Northamptonshire area, for the main IMD index and also the 7 domains. The ends of each
whisker plot show where the highest and lowest ranks fall, while the edges of the box bound the middle
ranking half of the LSOAs in West Northamptonshire. The orange marker indicates the rank of the median
LSOA.
Overall the mid-range of the IMD shows an improvement over the 2015 Index, however across the area
there is a slight movement towards the more deprived end of the national range in the employment and
education and more strongly in the health and crime domains. This does not necessarily mean that
the actual indicators have worsened in these domains, but that the relative rankings of the area when
compared to the rest of England have changed for the worse.
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Please note : The box and whisker plots showing the Indices for 2010 and 2007 are indicative. Prior to 2011 the
county contained 407 Lower Super Output Areas (LSOAs). After the 2011 Census this increased to 422. The 2019
and 2015 plots are comparable, as are the 2010 and 2007 indices although plotted against the total number of
LSOAs across England post-2011.

4.

IMD 2019 v. IMD 2015 : Shift of Deprivation by National Decile

The table and diagram below show the shift of relative deprivation in West Northamptonshire by national
decile by comparing the decile into which each of the 228 LSOAs in the area falls in both the 2019 IMD and
the 2015 version. As the IMD compares relative deprivation across the whole country, a change in decile
does not necessarily mean that actual deprivation in an LSOA has worsened or improved, but that the
LSOA is now in a worse or better place compared to the country as a whole. House building may affect
individual LSOAs by changing the demographic balance of the population.

West Northamptonshire : Shift in national decile in IMD between 2015 and 2019
67% of the LSOAs in
Northamptonshire
have remained in the
same IMD decile
between 2015 and
2019.
For colour key, see
table above.
The arrow is
indicative.
Separate shift diagrams
are available for each
domain – see links in
section 8.

The LSOA which has moved one decile from decile 2 to decile 1 is :
E01027257 Northampton 025D

St Andrews Hospital, Rushmere Road

Shift from D2 to D1 (1)

No LSOAs have moved into the deprived deciles (1&2) from less deprived areas.

The two LSOAs which have worsened by two or more deciles are :
E01027183 Northampton 006D

Boothville : Lumbertubs Lane, Queenswood Avenue

Shift from D8 to D5 (3)

E01032975 Northampton 029E

St Crispins, Berrywood

Shift from D8 to D6 (2)

However, these are both at the less deprived end of the index.
The map below shows the geographical locations of those LSOAs experiencing a change of decile between
the IMD 2015 and IMD 2019. The LSOAs in the table directly above are highlighted in dark orange.

A decile shift analysis is available for each of the seven domains of the Index of Multiple Deprivation (see
links in section 8). This work again particularly indicates a worsening of ranks within the health domain
across the proposed West Northamptonshire area and to a lesser extent the crime domain. There is
a strong improvement in the barriers to housing and services domain.

5.

IMD 2019 : Top 20 Most Deprived LSOAs Showing National Domain Deciles

The table below lists the top-20 most deprived LSOAs in the proposed West Northamptonshire area.

The LSOA ranked first (Northampton 011A) falls within the 1% most
deprived LSOAs in England (it is the only Northamptonshire LSOA which
does so).
For a list of all LSOAs in the county, variously sorted, including information
about the IMD Domain results by LSOA, please see links in section 8.

WEST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE : OUTLINE MAPS OF THE TOP FOUR MOST DEPRIVED LSOAs (IMD 2019)
LSOA Northampton 011A : Bellinge - Fieldmill Rd area, Billing
Aquadrome

LSOA Northampton 026C : Briar Hill – Ringway, Southwood Hill area

LSOA Northampton 021F : Town Centre – Rail Station, St James Retail
Park, St Peter’s Way area

LSOA Northampton 17E : King’s Heath – Park Drive, West Oval area

6.

IMD 2019 : MHCLG Local Authority Summary Measures

To allow some consistent comparison of deprivation between local authorities, the MHCLG also provides a
set of paired Local Authority (LA) Summary Measures (each pair combining the measure itself and then an
authority ranking nationally). These viewed together provide a picture of deprivation within each authority.
The measures start by providing an average rank of the IMD LSOA ranks and an average score of the IMD
LSOA scores. They also assess the concentration (pockets of high deprivation) and extent (spread across
the area) of deprivation within each authority. Finally, they estimate the number of people who are income
and also employment deprived (although these are affected by the overall size of population within
individual authorities). For more information see Chapter 3.3 of the national Research Report.
The measures and rankings are available at both County/Unitary and District/Borough/Unitary geographical
levels - amongst borough/districts/unitary rankings 1 is the most deprived and 317 is the least deprived.
The table below shows the Borough/District/Unitary National Rankings for the three boroughs and
districts within the proposed West Northamptonshire area.

These summary measures particularly highlight the
crime domain in Northampton as registering high
levels of relative deprivation compared with other
authorities across England.

7.

IMD 2019 : Deprivation Affected Populations

The table overleaf shows the number of residents of West Northamptonshire (by age) who live in the
top 20% most deprived LSOAs nationally. These figures are taken from the 2018 Mid Year Population
Estimates (MYEs) from the Office for National Statistics. This is the latest release of the MYEs at LSOA
level.
There is a higher proportion of children and young people living in deprived areas than in nondeprived areas. Conversely, there is a lower proportion of older people living in deprived areas than in nondeprived areas.

8.

Further Information

NCC Business Intelligence Further Profiles and Analysis
This profile forms part of a set of products relating to the English Indices of Deprivation 2019 which are
either available on our website or are currently in development. These include :
 IMD Profiles for the county and the proposed unitary authorities.
 A spreadsheet listing all 44 key Northamptonshire LSOAs highlighted in the analysis for the IMD,
IDACI and IDAOPI 2019.
 Full lists of all LSOAs in the county showing ranks and deciles including for the 7 IMD domains.
 IDACI and IDAOPI Profiles for the county and the proposed unitary authorities.
 Decile shift information (maps, tables and diagrams) for each of the 7 IMD domains.
 A comparison of Northamptonshire’s Local Authority Summary Measures against a basket of the
county’s economic and surrounding authorities.
These can be found on the Joint Strategic Needs Assessment webpages and the NCC Research and
Information intranet data pages.
For further information or any questions about this profile please contact Northamptonshire County Council
by email at placeinformation@northamptonshire.gov.uk

MHCLG National Reports
For more national and technical information about the English Indices of Multiple Deprivation 2019, follow
the links below to additional reports provided by the Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government
to support those using the data :
English Indices of Deprivation 2019 main webpage (gov.uk).
English Indices of Deprivation 2019 National Research Report : for national key findings and help on
using and interpreting the 2019 Indices.
English Indices of Deprivation 2019 National Mapping and Dashboards. NB. Some of these do not
work in Internet Explorer. You will need to use another browser such as Chrome or Firefox.
English Indices of Deprivation 2019 National Technical Report : for everything you might want to know
about the methodology and quality assurance systems used in creating the Indices.

