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Contacts and Further Information
This is Northamptonshire County Council’s Northampton Town Transport Strategy.
It sets out the overarching vision for transport in Northampton and sets out our strategy to
achieve it. This strategy is one of a series of thematic daughter documents to the
Northamptonshire Transportation Plan that was adopted in April 2012.
Consultation on the first batch of the town transport strategies, including this Northampton Town
Transport Strategy, took place between 24th September and 2nd November 2012. A summary of
the consultation responses can be found on our website at:
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/Transport/TP/Pages/NTP-TownTransport-Strategies.aspx
If you have any problems accessing Northamptonshire County Council’s website or do not have
access to the internet, please contact us using the details below.
This strategy was approved and adopted by Northamptonshire County Council’s Cabinet in
December 2012.
This strategy together with the other Batch 1 daughter documents and the Northamptonshire
Transportation Plan itself can be viewed on the County Council’s website at:
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/Transport/TP/pages/northamptonshiretransportation-plan.aspx
Should you have any queries regarding this strategy, please contact the Transport Planning Team.
Transport Planning
Northamptonshire County Council
County Hall
Northampton
NN1 1ED
Email: LTPconsultation@northamptonshire.gov.uk
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Northamptonshire Transportation Plan: Fit for Purpose
Transportation is not an end in itself. The movement of people and goods takes place not for its
own sake, but to fulfil the diverse needs and desires of the public. Therefore the County Council’s
transport policies are similarly promoted for their effect on other specific goals, priorities and
objectives, rather than as an end in themselves.
Northamptonshire Transportation Plan Vision:
For Transport and Travel to contribute towards making Northamptonshire a great place to live and
work, through creating tangible transport options to satisfy individual needs and to encourage
more sustainable travel. The transport system will provide fast and efficient movement of people
and goods, and will be accessible for all. Expanding networks and capacity of networks in
Northamptonshire will be fully integrated into new developments and regeneration areas to
support more sustainable communities.
Economic growth and prosperity is a top priority for Northamptonshire and connectivity has a vital
role to play in encouraging businesses to locate to the area, and getting people to work and
services such as education and health, as well as to leisure activities and for shopping. Improved
technology and local accessibility will reduce the need to travel, whilst supporting economic
growth, within a low carbon environment and Northamptonshire will become an exemplar for the
latest developments in information technology, fuel technology, and new forms of transport.
The county council will work in partnership with all stakeholders and the wider community to
deliver this transport vision and strategy.

This transportation plan needs to be both aspirational and realistic at the same time. Current
economic climates mean that transport is certainly in a more austere time than in the last 15 to 20
years and this plan needs to reflect that but at the same time still plan for future growth .

The overall aim for this Transportation Plan is:
‘Northamptonshire Transportation - Fit for..... Purpose’

The aim ‘fit for purpose’ means creating a transport network that delivers exactly what
Northamptonshire needs to be able to function plus what it needs to be able to grow.
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This overarching aim can then be broken down into six objectives that
have been chosen to guide this Transportation Plan. These objectives
have been drawn up to reflect the issues which have been identified
as locally important through consultation, while at the same time
reflecting wider national and local policy context. These objectives
have been deliberately chosen to reflect the main impacts that
transport can have on the wider community, rather than being linked
to particular schemes or measures. They form the basis upon which
the policies and programmes contained in this Plan have been
developed.

1. Fit for.......the Future – creating a transport system that supports and encourages growth and
plans for the future impacts of growth, whilst successfully providing benefits for the County.
2. Fit for.......the Community – through the transport system help to maintain and create safe,
successful, strong, cohesive and sustainable communities where people are actively involved in
shaping the places where they live.
3. Fit to.......Choose – ensuring that the people of Northamptonshire have the information and
the options available to them to be able to choose the best form of transport for each journey
that they make.
4. Fit for........Economic Growth – creating a transport system that supports economic growth,
regeneration and a thriving local economy and successfully provides for population and
business growth.
5. Fit for........the Environment – to deliver a transport system that minimises and wherever
possible reduces the effect of travel on the built, natural and historic environment.
6. Fit for........Best Value - being clear about our priorities for investment and focusing on value
for money by prioritising what we spend money on and how it can be beneficial for the county
as a whole and search for alternative sources of funding.
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Daughter Documents
This Strategy is the part of a series of documents which will eventually form the Northamptonshire
Transportation Plan ‘suite of documents’. This suite of documents will include strategies or plans
covering a range of transport themes and also detailed geographic strategies or plans for
Northamptonshire’s main towns.
Thematic strategies or plans will be developed as daughter documents to the Northamptonshire
Transportation Plan, of which this Northampton town Strategy is one.

Northamptonshire Arc
Northamptonshire Transportation Plan (2012)

Thematic Strategies
Freight
Parking
Bus
Rail
Walking
Cycling
Air Quality
Road Safety
Smart Travel Choices
Transport Management
Highways Improvement
Development Management

Daughter Documents

Town Strategies

Brackley
Corby
Daventry
East Northamptonshire
Kettering
Northampton
Towcester
Wellingborough

Figure 1: Proposed Northamptonshire Transportation Plan suite of strategies
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Town Transport Strategies
The following table shows how the Town Transport documents tie in with the six over-arching
Northamptonshire Transportation Plan objectives:

Town Transport Strategies

Northamptonshire Transportation Plan Overarching Objectives
Fit for..... the
Future

Fit for..... the
Community

Fit to.....
Choose

Fit for.....
Economic
Growth

Fit for..... the
Environment

Fit for.....
Best Value

The town transport
strategies set out
the transport
improvements that
are required to
support growth as
set out in the Local
Development
Documents with
the Local
Development
Frameworks for the
area that they
cover.

We have
worked with
district and
borough
councils to
develop
strategies that
allow towns to
grow into
strong,
cohesive
communities.

The strategies
consider the
improvements
that are
necessary to
increase the
attractiveness of
sustainable
transport modes
and increase
accessibility of
services.

Ways of
tackling the
congestion that
would
potentially be
harmful to
economic
growth is
considered in
the plans,
which also set
out the
transport
improvements
needed to
increase access
to employment.

The local
environment in
each town
covered by a
strategy will be
improved if the
impacts of
traffic are
reduced.

All
transport
improveme
nts
necessary
in the
towns need
to be
implement
ed with our
budget or
be funded
from other
sources.

Proposals contained within this document have been developed with due regard to national and
local policy.
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), adopted in 2012, replaces the current suite of
national Planning Policy Statements, Planning Policy Guidance notes and some circulars with a
single, streamlined document. It marks a shift towards promoting sustainable development and
prioritising economic growth and, through the Localism Act (2011), a return to local and
neighbourhood plans to empower local people to shape their surroundings.
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Chapter 1 - Introduction
The Northampton Town Transport Strategy (NTTS) is a daughter document of the
Northamptonshire Transportation Plan. The strategy establishes Northamptonshire County
Council's vision for transport associated with the town, up to 2026.
Study Area
The study area is shown in Figure 1. The study area includes whole of the Borough of
Northampton and the Northampton Related Development Area. Northampton Related
Development Area as defined by the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy accommodates
Northampton’s housing needs that can not be physically contained within the Borough’s
boundaries. The NTTS seeks to support the delivery of this growth.

Figure1: Northampton Related Development Area
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Aims and Objectives
The overall objectives for this strategy are based on current transport issues in Northampton, the
national and local policy framework and the future growth, regeneration and economic prosperity
aspirations for the town.
The objectives of this Northampton's transport strategy are to have;
sustainability at its core, whilst initially balancing the regeneration demands of the town
to make the Northampton of the future a connected town
to achieve significant modal shift away from the car, following the mode shift target
presented in the Northamptonshire Transportation Plan
to support and enable Northampton’s regeneration, including Northampton Alive sites and
the Waterside Enterprise Zone.
The Northampton Town Transport Strategy has 8 key actions that support the growth of the town
and regeneration of the town centre.
1. Improved public transport, including new town centre bus interchange, re-development of
Castle Station train station and bus priority on key corridors into the town centre
2. Creation of an integrated transport hub North of Northampton
3. A programme of highway improvements, including trunk road modifications, dualling of
A43 north of Northampton, North West bypass - link road and development related
junction improvements
4. Humanising and extension of the Inner Ring road
5. A comprehensive cycling and walking network
6. A town centre parking strategy that manages supply and supports a walkable town centre
7. Air quality improvements for the town
8. Prioritisation of investments for transport infrastructure
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Context
Northampton is situated at the heart of England and is linked to the M1 by the A45, it also has a
mainline railway service which is served by trains from London to Birmingham.
With a district population nearing 195,000 people, Northampton is the third largest town in the UK
that does not have city status. The town is located 67 miles north of London and historically was
built on the back of the shoemaking industry. The population has risen steadily since the 1960s
through a planned expansion designated by the New Towns Commission. It was during these years
that a number of new road schemes were completed, including orbital and distributor road
schemes such as Nene Valley Way and Lumbertubs Ways.
Some areas of Northampton, particularly those routes leading to the town centre are perceived as
heavily congested and dominated by vehicles. The current layout of the highway network around
Northampton encourages cross town movements, hence leading to the Inner Ring being well used.
Despite the perception of heavy congestion on these routes, transport modelling carried out has
demonstrated that, whilst there are ‘hot spots’ of congestion, it is of similar levels found in
comparator town centres across the country. Although Northampton does not suffer from acute
congestion at present, traffic levels are expected to rise and congestion will become progressively
worse.
For the past decade Northampton has been designated a growth area and hence expected to
accommodate significant housing growth. A further key area of growth for the prosperity of the
town is regeneration of the town centre, which includes Northampton Waterside Enterprise Zone,
an area following the River Nene, south of the town centre.

Policy Section
The National policy context is now one of localism. It is also one where sustainability in transport
policy making is important, and where growth proposals must be supported by appropriate
measures to ensure that the growth is sustainable.
Local planning policy is directed at achieving significant growth in population and employment
levels within Northampton in the years to come. This growth needs to be achieved to ensure the
continued and improved vitality and viability of Northampton Town Centre, but without
unacceptable growth of congestion in and around the area. Therefore there is a strong emphasis
on a policy of modal shift that needs to be adopted to encourage the reduction in singleoccupancy car trips.
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National Policy
National Planning Framework (NPF)
This policy document strongly promotes the implementation of sustainable developments and
states that a development that is sustainable should go ahead without delay. It defines sustainable
development as ‘development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the
ability of future generations to meet their own needs’.
NPF advises that planning policies and decisions should:
actively manage patterns of growth to make the fullest use of public transport, walking and
cycling;
focus significant developments in locations which are or can be made sustainable; and
take account of and support local strategies to improve health and wellbeing for all.
In relation to transport the NPF recognises that transport policies have an important role to play in
facilitating development but also in contributing to wider sustainability and health choices. The
transport system needs to be balanced in favour of sustainable transport modes, giving people a
viable choice about how they travel.
According to the framework, the objectives of transport policy are to:
facilitate economic growth by taking a positive approach to planning for development; and
support reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and congestion, and promote accessibility
through planning for the location and mix of development.
Planning policies and decisions should consider whether the opportunities for sustainable
transport modes have been taken up depending on the nature and location of the site, to reduce
the need for major transport infrastructure.
Creating Growth, Cutting Carbon: Making Sustainable Local Transport Happen (January 2011)
In terms of strategic policy, the White Paper focuses on delivering reliable and efficient transport
networks to support national economic growth, reducing transport’s greenhouse gas emissions,
improving safety and health through active travel modes, and improving quality of life overall are
all stated goals of the document.
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The White Paper:
Brings together the announcements and initiatives on local transport governance and
funding since the May 2010 elections.
Emphasises the key role of developing sustainable travel in delivering the
Government’s key objectives for Local Transport
Underlines the importance of travel by car and rail for longer-distance journeys
Stresses the role of local communities in identifying transport needs and shaping transport
responses in their own areas.
The themes covered within the paper are presented in six areas, local transport, enabling local
delivery, sustainable transport choices, active travel, reducing carbon – tackling congestion and
local transport in society. All champion sustainable transport options through local empowerment.

Local Policy
Northamptonshire Arc
The Northamptonshire Arc has been adopted as a key policy document for the County Council and
it involves a new approach to spatial planning bringing together transport, broadband,
environmental issues, biodiversity, and economic regeneration.
The area that the Northamptonshire Arc focuses on is a broad arc of economic and innovation
activity in the centre of England particularly concentrated on the A43 and A45 corridor. Within this
area is a cluster of intrinsically linked settlements which include Northampton, Corby, Daventry,
Kettering and Wellingborough and a number of other centres. The population of this area is
growing at almost three times the rate for England.
The pursuit of the following three high level outcomes underpins the Northamptonshire Arc:
Transformed connectivity,
A naturally resilient and low carbon Northamptonshire;
A stronger and greener economy.
The Northamptonshire Arc identifies that transformed connectivity is needed in Northampton, as
the county town and the main commercial centre for the economic area of Northamptonshire, to
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enable better mobility and accessibility. This includes improved connectivity to the railway station
and the development and implementation of new car parking, park and ride, and bus strategies.
The upgrading of the principal radial routes will enable improved access between the town centre,
major employment areas (including Brackmills) and new development areas. Investments in the
road network will be part of a comprehensive approach for Northampton which also combines
investment to support the use of new technology, low carbon modes and ‘smarter choices’. This
will also comprise of investment in traffic management systems to help progress the operation of
the network and provide real-time travel information to road users.

West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (Pre-Submission) 2012
The Pre-Submission West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (JCS) sets out the long-term vision
and objectives for the entire West Northamptonshire area for the plan period up to 2026,
including strategic policies for steering and shaping development. It identifies specific locations for
strategic new housing and employment and changes to transport infrastructure and other
supporting community facilities, as well as defining areas where development will be limited.
The JCS outlines that the regeneration of Northampton will be supported by the following
measures (Policy N1 – The Regeneration of Northampton):
A focus on Northampton’s town centre and central area for office, retail, leisure and
service development providing high quality urban design and public realm and retaining its
heritage attributes;
Housing development within the existing urban area through urban capacity infill, and
sustainable urban extensions at Northampton North, Northampton West, Northampton
South, Northampton South of Brackmills, Northampton Kings Heath (also known as
Dallington Grange), Northampton North of Whitehills and Northampton Upton Park;
Employment development by regeneration and redevelopment at existing employment
sites, with major office and service development focused on the central area and the
allocation of a technology realm site;
Provision of local shopping, services and facilities at identified sustainable urban
extensions;
Addressing factors of deprivation at the communities of Spring Boroughs, Kings Heath/
Spencer, Eastfield and Northampton East;
Improvements to transport network, public transport, cycling and walking facilities within
Northampton to improve connectivity, safety and journey reliability.
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In terms of Northampton’s Transport Network, the JCS recognises that there are a number of
issues for Northampton related to transport including:
Traffic congestion both around the historic core of the town and on parts of the outer ring
road (A45/A43);
Balancing the need to keep traffic moving and a desire to change the nature of the inner
ring road to meet regeneration needs;
A dispersed pattern of land-use, with large amounts of retail and employment located on
the town’s periphery;
The desire to increase accessibility to areas in need of regeneration;
Encouraging walking and cycling for shorter trips.
The JCS states that traffic congestion is a particular problem for Northampton and that it
contributes to wider air quality issues as well as potentially affecting future economic growth.
The following improvements to the transport network in Northampton will be delivered as set out
in the JCS (Policy N12 – Northampton’s Transport Network Improvements):
Improved connectivity between existing areas of Northampton to essential services and
facilities such as retail, education and healthcare;
Improved connectivity to the town centre from all parts of the town by public transport,
walking and cycling;
Improvements to the priority interchanges of the central Northampton Bus Station
(through its relocation as part of the Grosvenor Centre development) and Northampton
Castle Station;
Enhanced public transport services to and from priority interchanges;
Demand management measures on routes identified as the public transport corridors to
improve public transport reliability;
Revised parking standards across the whole of Northampton.
Strategic highway measures identified in the Northampton M1/A45 Growth Management
Scheme
Sandy Lane Relief Road and Northampton North West Bypass
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Northampton Central Area Action Plan (CAAP) (Pre-submission)
The CAAP sets out how the centre of Northampton will develop in the period to 2026 and beyond.
The CAAP promotes a bold picture of Northampton, as both the principal urban area in
Northamptonshire, but also as a regional centre for economic growth, commerce, retail and
leisure, whilst safeguarding the existing retail and employment.
‘’The overall aim of the Action Plan is to provide a consistent strategic framework for the
improvement and extension of the town centre whilst seeking to protect and enhance its historic
built character and green spaces.’’
The following issues are identified in the CAAP as key issues that need to be addressed:
Consolidating the role of Northampton Central Area as the principal centre for Northamptonshire
and in its wider regional role:
Improving the shopping experience for Northampton, including the retail offer for both
comparison and convenience with a view to significantly increasing both their quantity and
quality
The strengthening and diversification of the economic base through the provision of high
quality employment space to increase the quantity and quality of job opportunities
Opportunities for development that enhances the diversity of cultural, leisure and
recreation needs
Increasing the presence of the University of Northampton within the Central Area
Regenerating large parts of the Central Area including redundant former employment and
deprived residential areas
Reducing the severance effect of the ring road on pedestrian access to different parts of
the Central Area
Promoting sustainable modes of movement as an alternative to the private car, including
cycle routes. Encouraging the provision of improved transport facilities, in particular the
railway and bus stations, whilst consolidating the parking provision within the town
Managing existing and providing new infrastructure and strategic services to meet the
needs of the future of Northampton
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The provision of high quality green infrastructure including parks, green spaces and
connections between them. Northampton Town
The enhancement of existing, and delivery of new public realm, resulting in high quality
street scenes and related public spaces
The protection and enhancement of the natural and built environment, including existing
historical, architectural and archaeological heritage
Promotion of sustainable development that encourages prudent use of resources, energy
efficiency, mitigating the effect of climate change and avoiding the risk of increasing
flooding
Maximise the opportunities of the Waterside
Taking these issues into account, the following vision for the Centre of Northampton is outlined in
the CAAP:
“By 2026, Northampton City Centre will be firmly established as the economic and cultural centre
for Northamptonshire. It will be the destination of choice for people within the County and
beyond to live, work and relax. The City Centre will be using its strengths, in particular its
architectural heritage, its riverside, a distinctive retail offer and its cultural offer as a key to its
success.”
The CAAP recognises that national and local transport policies encourage the need to reduce
travel and to use sustainable modes of transport where travelling is necessary, has led to the
desire to promote the Central Area as accessible to ensure its attractiveness to employers,
commuters, shoppers, visitors and residents. It emphasises the need for the Central Area to be a
walkable place through its high quality pedestrian environment and therefore the necessity to
ensure good air quality to support this ambition. Therefore managing traffic capacity and flow will
be essential if air quality is to improve over time. In addition, the existing historical features within
the Central Area, which people value as part of its distinctive character and sense of place, are in
themselves significant constraints on providing for substantial increases in highway capacity.
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Chapter 2 - How People Travel In Northampton
Travel behaviour represents the way in which a population move about to undertake business, for
work, education, leisure or other activities.
The following tables detail the existing “travel to work” patterns for the resident population of
Northampton. This data includes both the preferred method of travel (mode) and the origin and
destination data for the town. The data has been obtained from the 2001 Census of population.
Modal Choice
The following data compares the County’s position to the Regional and National picture, and by
the mode split for Northampton.
Northamptonshire follows the national and regional preference for travelling to work by car,
although this mode is slightly higher than national and regional averages. When considering
modes other than the car as a means for travelling to work Northamptonshire fairs poorly against
the national percentage.
Travel to work patterns in Northampton show a different pattern to those of the County owing to
the urban environment. Northampton has a higher percentage of individuals travelling to work by
public transport, cycling and walking and slightly lower car use.
Table 1: Modal Share of Travel to Work Trips (2001)

MODE
Work
at
home
Tube
Train
Bus
Taxi
Car Driver
Car Passenger
Motorcycle
Bicycle
Walk
Other

Northampton (%)

East Midlands (%)

England (%)

7

Northamptonshire
(%)
9.0

9.0

9

0
1
7
0
61
9
1
3
10
0

0.1
1.3
4.4
0.6
64.1
7.7
0.8
2.3
9.5
0.3

0.1
1.0
7.0
0.4
60.4
7.0
1.0
3.3
10.5
0.4

3
4
8
1
55
6
1
4
9
0

21

Northampton Town Transport Strategy

Travel to work distance
A little over 50% of Northampton’s working population travels less than 5km to work. Table 2
below compares Northampton's travel to patterns with patterns from farther a field.
Table 2: Distance Travelled to Work- Table

Distance
Travelled
Home working
< 2km
2km- <5km
5km- <10km
10km- <20km
20km-<30km
30km-<40km
40-<60km
60km or more

Northampton %

West Northants %

East Midlands %

England %

7.5
20.7
33.1
15.7
6.1
5.3
1.3
2.0
4.3

9.42
18.99
22.11
16.23
12.78
6.43
2.54
2.47
4.83

9.42
22.26
21.24
18.36
15.20
5.91
2.35
1.93
3.33

9.61
20.98
21.10
19.15
15.96
5.60
2.47
2.28
2.84

Table 3 summarises commuting patterns within the County. Northampton is again shown to have
a high number of internal movements.
Table 3: Commuter patterns In Northamptonshire

DISTRICT

OUT of District

IN to District

WITHIN District

Corby

1423

3599

26028

Daventry

7931

6473

24951

East Northamptonshire

8362

2779

23427

Kettering

4357

2221

31854

Northampton

11049

9734

101250

South Northamptonshire

16100

5873

22574

Wellingborough

4106

2482

31052

Northamptonshire

53328

33161

261136

84%

85%

60%

Average Car Driver Mode Share
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Accessibility to services
Accessibility describes how people travel to and use services (GPs, hospitals, education, leisure
and employment) within their local area.
Personal Mobility
Personal mobility is easier for those with a car within Northampton and this accounts for
approximately 75% of the community.
Table 4: Household Car Ownership

Districts
Northampton

Households with:
No Cars
20,385

1 car
35,804

2 cars
20,188

3 cars
3,474

Access to other services
Accession modelling, has been undertaken by the County Council to help map present needs and
help to plan the location of facilities for the future, such as schools and how people will travel to
these services.
Results from this modelling demonstrate that currently the majority of Northampton's population
is within a 30 minutes bus ride for GP services and education establishments. However, assessing
the hospital via public transport could take up to an hour owing to its position on the eastern side
of Northampton.
Existing Highway Network
Northamptonshire, as a geographical area, is often characterised by its location on nationally
significant routes, for example the M1 and A14. At the local levels, movement across and around
Northampton are undertaken on a network that is perceived to be congested.
Northampton's current highway network consists of an incomplete Outer Ring Road which leads
to many cross town journeys that then cause the tight Inner Ring Road to become heavier
trafficked.
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Figure 2: Current Position of Outer and Inner Ring Roads
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Figure 3: Average Junction Performance AM Peak – Northamptonshire
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Figure 4: Average Junction Performance PM Peak – Northamptonshire
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Figures 3 and 4 above provide a summary of the over capacity junctions within Northamptonshire.
Junctions operating near to or over capacity (95% - 101%) are labelled red and those at 86% - 95%
are labelled orange. Junctions that operate at 85% or below are “normal” and it is when 85% is
exceeded and approaches its theoretical capacity that delays and queuing occurs. The map
identifies that there are 71 junctions operating at or over capacity in the AM Peak across
Northamptonshire, with the majority of these, 51 within Northampton. The situation is similar for
the PM peak. (The junction capacity figures above are derived from modelling results and
therefore should be read as indicators of capacity not definitive figures).
The junctions shown to be over capacity within the town are mainly spread around the town
centre, particularly along the southern section of the inner ring road. The congestion associated
with over capacity junctions around the town leads to slow average speeds for traffic of between
2-20mph in the morning peak and similar in the evening.
The other areas of the network that has over capacity junctions are where the local network and
strategic network meet, particularly on the A45.
Strategic Network
The M1 provides a key strategic north-south corridor directly to the west of Northampton. There
are 3 main motorway junctions that provide access from the M1 to Northampton, including
Junction 16 via the A4500, Junction 15a via the A43 and Junction 15 via the A45.
The M1 around the Northampton has a daily flow of approximately 92,000 vehicles. Traffic counts
for the M1 indicate that, in the southbound direction, there are definite peaks in the AM and PM
peak periods.
The A45 provides a key distributor route for Northampton, with 5 junctions with direct access to
Northampton town centre and the surrounding urban area. All junctions along the A45 in the
Northampton area are currently grade separated and the A45 itself is partly elevated to
accommodate the River Nene. The route generally comprises a 2 lane dual carriageway, although
it widens to 3 lanes between Queen Eleanor Interchange (A508) and Barnes Meadow Interchange
(A428).
The A45 between Great Billing Interchange and M1 J15 carries approximately 68,000 vehicles in an
average 12hr day, but there is a significant increase in flow the closer the route is to Northampton
town centre.

27

Northampton Town

Northampton Town Transport Strategy

Northampton Town Transport Strategy

Figure 5: Location of Junctions with the Strategic Network
Town Centre Highway Network
The number of vehicles entering the town centre in the AM peak show that the main movement
across the town is from east to west, with some 2370 trips, followed by movements west to east
1742 trips. Smaller movements are seen south and north across the town, south 1034 trips and
north 710 trips.
Currently the highway network experiences a level of delay not uncommon in comparison to many
towns across the country. Modelling indicated in the morning peak periods shows vehicles spend
approximately 54% of their trips in delay. The figure increases to 94% in the PM peak period,
causing congestion.
The network in 2009 accommodated high volumes of traffic, approximately 37500 in the am
model period (07:30 – 09:30) and 50000 in the PM modelled period (16:30 – 18:30). The figures
below show all junctions on the Inner Ring Road that are at or nearing congestion during the AM
and PM peaks.
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Figure 6: Delay and Queue Length Hotspots - AM Peak
The identified junctions/areas are:
1 - Spencer Bridge Road/St Andrews Road/Grafton Street
2 - Weedon Road/Spencer Bridge Road/Harlestone Road
3 - Regents Square
4 - St Andrews Road/St Peters Way/Gas Street/Towcester Way
5 - Towcester Road/St Leonards Road/London Road/Cotton End
6 - St Michaels Road/Kettering Road
7 - Billing Road/Alfred Street/Cliftonville Road
8 - Bedford Road/Cliftonville Road
9 - The Plough Gyratory
10 - Bedford Road/Victoria Promenade/Cheyne Walk/York Road/Billing Road
11 - Wellingborough Road/St Edmunds Street
12 - Abington Street/Kettering Road/Wellingborough Road Gyratory
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Figure 7:Delay and Queue Length Hotspots - PM Peak
The identified junctions/areas are:
1 - Weedon Road/Spencer Bridge Road/Harlestone Road
2 - Spencer Bridge Road/St Andrews Road/Grafton Street
3 - Regents Square
4 - St Andrews Road/St Peters Way/Gas Street/Towcester Way
5 - Towcester Road/St Leonards Road/London Road/Cotton End
6 - The Plough Gyratory
7 - Bedford Road/Victoria Promenade/Cheyne Walk/York Road/Billing Road
8 - Abington Street/Kettering Road/Wellingborough Road Gyratory
9 - Cotton End/New South Bridge Road
10 - Wellingborough Road/St Edmunds Street
11 - Billing Road/Alfred Street/Cliftonville Road
12 - Bedford Road/Cliftonville Road
13 - Upton Way/Weedon Road Roundabout
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Comparison of the AM and PM flows shows that the hotspots are largely the same with a few
exceptions and additions. During the PM peak there are no longer such significant delays to be
found in the north-east corner of the town but there are significant delays to the south, Cotton
End/New South Bridge Road junction.
Existing Public Transport in Northampton
Rail services
The modal share for rail passenger trips in Northamptonshire 1.3% is higher than for the East
Midlands as a whole 1%. This is assumed to be an indication of the greater levels of rail commuting
as a result of Northamptonshire’s easy journey to London.
Northampton Train Station (Castle Station) is located approximately half a mile to the west
of Northampton’s main shopping area on Black Lion Hill.
The primary rail route serving Northampton is the West Coast Main Line which runs from London
Euston to the West Midlands, North-West England, North Wales and Scotland. This is a four track
railway, with a slow lines deviating between Roade and Rugby to form the Northampton loop. As a
result Northampton is not served by the main intercity services and only has trains to London,
Birmingham and Crewe.
Bus Network
The existing bus network consist of inter- urban network, rural services and urban network. The
urban bus network is structured around the main radial corridors, with most services terminating
at the town centre. There is a lack of orbital services, meaning that most passenger have to
interchange at the Greyfriars Bus Station in the town centre. The Bus Station averages 100 services
per hour. The urban bus service frequency is higher in Northampton than the other towns in the
county.
Northampton is served by a number of inter – urban services that link towns in county and in
neighbouring counties. The inter- urban service travels to Towcester, Milton Keynes, Rugby,
Daventry, Leicester and Thrapston .The most prominent service being the X4 service that travels
between Peterborough, Corby, Kettering, Wellingborough, Northampton and Milton Keynes.
Northampton similar to surrounding towns experiences a reduced level of bus service in the
evenings and on Sunday. Northampton also has issues around the quality and uniformity of
materials promoting bus services.
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Figure 8: Northampton’s Existing Bus Network
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Existing Cycle and Walking Network
Cycling and walking are important non car modes of travel for shorter journeys, and Northampton
has a similar level of used for these modes of travel as the wider national and regional picture.
Cycling
The topography of Northampton is largely flat, making it a town that lends itself to cycling.
Currently, the majority of the cycle network in Northampton are composed of shared use foot/
cycle ways. Lengths of foot/cycleway are present on most key movement corridors outside of the
inner ring road, such as the A4500, A508, A5123, A5076, A45 and A428. Inside the inner ring road
many routes cross the town centre, which is a safe cycling environment as it has a 20mph limit.
There are also numerous lengths of cycle route, of varying types, linking residential areas with
these routes. Figure 9 shows the existing cycling network in Northampton and Northampton Town
centre.

Figure 9: Northampton Cycle Network
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Existing Car Parking Provision
Northampton has a mix of car parking spread throughout the town. The plan below details parking
provision outside the centre of town.

Figure 10: Principal Employment and Retail Parking outside of the Town Centre
Parking in central Northampton has declined significantly over the last decade. Since 2004/5 it is
estimated that there has been a 36 per cent decline in the number of vehicles parking in the town
centre. The reasons for the decline in parking are mainly attributed to the following factors:
Increased competition from surrounding towns and cities and a perceived decline in the
retail offer in Northampton in comparison to those locations;
The increased competition from out of town retail and employment facilities in the rest of
Northampton, such as at Sixfields, Riverside Park and Weston Favell, which have free car
parking; and
To a certain extent, the quality of the parking experience in Northampton.
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The central area of Northampton had a total of 15460 parking spaces of which Northampton
Borough controls 35%.
This figure was made up as follows:
NBC operated off-street pay and display – 2815 spaces
NBC operated off-street pay on foot – 2255 spaces
Privately operated off-street retail car parks – 2624 spaces
Privately operated off-street non-retail car parks – 1463 spaces (train station and hospital)
On-street parking – 304 spaces
Private non Residential – 6000 Spaces

Figure 11: Car parking in the Central Area of Northampton
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Northampton Borough Council (NBC) Operated Car Parking
There are 22 NBC controlled off-street cap parks within the study area, these provide a total of
5070 parking spaces. These town centre car parks are split into two “Zones” Premier and
Standard, the ‘Premier Zone’ includes the more central car parks whilst the ‘Standard Zone’
includes the more peripheral car parks. Details of NBC run car parks are in the table below:
Table 5: NBC Operated Car Parks
Parking
Zone

Car
Park
Ref

Car Park Name

Payment
Method

Premier
Zone

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
Total
15
16
17
18
29
20
21
Total

St Peters Way
Commercial Street South
Grosvenor Multi - Storey
Abington Place
Albion Place
Ridings
Wellington Street
Newland
Campbell Square
Upper Mounts
Commercial Street
St Michael's Multi - Storey
St John's Multi - Storey
Mayorhold Multi - Storey

Pay and Display
Pay and Display
Pay and Display
Pay and Display
Pay and Display
Pay and Display
Pay and Display
Pay and Display
Pay and Display
Pay and Display
Pay and Display
Pay on Foot
Pay on Foot
Pay on Foot

Standard
Zone

Horsemarket
Market Street
Marefair
Chalk Lane
Doddridge Street
Midsummer Meadow
Melbourne Street

Pay and Display
Pay and Display
Pay and Display
Pay and Display
Pay and Display
Pay and Display
Pay and Display

Overall Total

Spaces

Disabled
Spaces

278
50
837
27
105
60
43
59
32
312
263
616
585
1054
4321
26
63
87
110
67
245
16
614
4935

8
2
25
1
2
6
1
2
1
6
4
11
20
36
125
1
2
2
2
3
6
1
17
142

Contract
Spaces

104

30
242
68
74
518

220
220
738

Off-Street Public car parking – privately operated
In addition to the NBC run car parks there are a number of privately owned / operated car parks
within the study area that provide parking for both retail and non retail land uses (mostly out of
town). Some of these car parks are over 2km from the town centre and thus may not have a major
impact on the number of trips to the town centre retail offer. However, the amount of parking
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involved is a significant factor when people determine how they are going to travel during a visit
to Northampton.
Table 6: Privately Operated Retail Car Parks
Car Park Name
Nene Valley Retail Park
Morrisons
B and Q
Sol Central
St James Retail Park
Netto
National Tyres
Bridge Street
Total

Spaces
565
535
475
380
326
231
67
45
2624

The privately owned/operated non retail car parks adjacent to the town centre are as follows;
Northampton Rail Station Car Park has recently increased to 813 spaces in capacity
following the introduction of a decked area; and
Northampton General Hospital car park has 650 spaces, of theses 450 are available for
public use Monday to Friday 7am to 4pm.
Car parking in the centre of Northampton was surveyed in July 2010, the results establish that the
town currently has a approximately 50% vacancy level on its car parks, that most visitors wanting
to park where approaching the town from the east and than car park occupancy was for less than
2 hours.
Air Quality in Northampton
Transport has negative impacts on air quality, with the emissions from exhausts emitting a number
of gasses and particulates that are associated with poor health and damage to buildings.
Owing to Northampton's high levels of slow moving traffic and urban form it is a hot spot for poor
air quality.
Northampton has 7 declared Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs). Figure 7 below shows that
the AQMAs are located in areas of high traffic congestion around the town centre and other busy
routes, such as the link between Northampton and the M1.

37

Northampton Town

Northampton Town Transport Strategy

Northampton Town Transport Strategy

Figure 12: Northampton Borough Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs)

The AQMAs areas are;
The M1 corridor - between Junctions 15 and 16;
Victoria Promenade, Northampton - a number of properties along Bridge Street, Victoria
Promenade and Victoria Gardens;
St James, Northampton - a number of properties along St James Road, Weedon Road,
Harlestone Road and adjoining streets;
Harborough Road, Northampton - roads and properties fronting parts of Kingsthorpe
Grove, Harborough Road, Cranford Terrace, Alexandra Terrace and Boughton Green Road;
A45 London Road, Northampton - a number of properties overlooking the northbound and
southbound carriageways of the A45, extending from Woodland Road to the Queen
Eleanor interchange;
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Campbell Square, Northampton - a number of properties located at the junction of
Grafton Street, Campbell Street, Regent Square and Barrack Road;
St Michael's Road, Northampton - all properties fronting St Michael's Road;
Summary of Existing Situation
The key transport related challenges that emerge from this chapter on existing situations are;
Neither Northampton’s Inner nor Outer Rings Roads are complete; this leads to traffic
making unnecessary cross town trips.
The network is congested during the AM and PM peaks, particularly on links with the
strategic network and Inner Ring Road.
Bus services terminate in the town centre, hence Northampton has a lack of orbital
services. The town also has limited evening and Sunday services
Northampton experiences poor air quality around the town centre and on heavily
trafficked routes
Car parking within Northampton is plentiful, but difficult to locate due to poor signage. The
town centre car parks fine it difficult to compete commercially with out of town retail and
employment sites.
Northampton similar to other towns in the county has too many internalised trips of under
5km made by cars
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Chapter 3 – Planned Development and Growth
The expansion of Northampton will see almost 17,000 new houses be built in the town over the
next 14 years. Currently 9,380 of these houses have planning permission in the town and a further
7,470 houses are planned to come forwarded as sustainable urban extensions (SUEs) on the edge
of the town.
In terms of new developments around Northampton, the West Northamptonshire Joint Core
Strategy proposes;
Northampton North 2,000 homes and 7ha employment
Northampton South of Brackmills 1,000 homes and local employment opportunities
Northampton West 1,500 homes and local employment opportunities
Northampton Kings Heath (Dallington Grange) 3,500 homes and 10ha employment
Northampton Upton Park 1,000 homes and local employment
Northampton North of Whitehills (Buckton Fields) 1,000 homes and local employment
opportunities
Northampton South 1,000 homes and local employment opportunities

Figure 13: Strategic growth for Northampton
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Regeneration of Northampton's Central Area

2

1

5
6
3
4

7

Figure 14: Central Area Growth
Key:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Grosvenor Centre
Fishmarket Bus Interchange
Project Angel
St Johns
Castle Station
St Peter’s Waterside
Avon Nunn Mills
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There are seven key regeneration developments in Northampton town centre that are expected to
have a significant effect on the town’s transport network over the next 15years. These
developments form part of ‘Northampton Alive’ and include the Grosvenor Centre, the Fishmarket
Bus Interchange, Project Angel, and St Johns development area, Castle Station, Avon Nunn Mills
and St Peter’s Waterside.
1. Grosvenor Centre
Planned redevelopments of the Grosvenor Shopping Centre will double the present shopping
centre’s size by providing an additional 37,000 square metres of retail space. The new centre will
require new servicing arrangements, closing of Greyfrairs Bus Station and severing of Greyfrairs,
and a more northern re- alignment of Lady’s Lane. The new shopping centre will result in
additional traffic using northern section of the Inner Ring Road.
2. Fishmarket Bus Interchange
At present Greyfriars bus station, built in the 1970s, acts as the hub for bus services in
Northampton, accommodating over 1,000 bus movements per day. Whilst still functioning as a
bus station, the building and environment in and around it is considered to have a significant
negative impact on the character of the area due its monolithic scale, subways, lack of pedestrian
permeability and public safety issues.
The planned redevelopment to the Grosvenor Centre will extend north encompassing the
Greyfriars bus station site. Under the Developer Agreement signed in November 2009,
Northampton Borough Council (NBC) is obliged to provide Legal and General (L&G) with vacant
possession of the site to facilitate the Grosvenor Centre redevelopment. This means that the
existing bus station will need to be demolished.
The new interchange facility provides 14 bay bus terminus, covered waiting area, catering
facilities, public conveniences and real-time information. The town centre location of the
Fishmarket means that there will be little disruption to current bus routing. Additional 7 bus bays
will be provided on the Drapery. The area within the Drapery that will form part of the new
interchange will also benefit from improved public realm and new bus shelters.
3. Project Angel
Project Angel is a major office development proposed for the town centre. The development is
expected to bring some 3,000 high quality jobs to the town centre.
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4. St. Johns Development Site
This scheme located in the southern section of the town centre adjacent to Project Angel, includes
a new 105 bed hotel between the St Johns multi storey car park and the Royal and Derngate
theatre, together with 450 student flats on the former surface car park.
5. Castle Station
Redevelopment of Northampton railway station, known locally as Castle Station is pivotal to the
future prosperity of the area, providing a business and communications hub for the whole county.
However, studies show that Northampton Station is already at passenger handling capacity during
peak hours, while the station building and its associated facilities are out-of-date, and a constraint
to economic growth.
Phase one will see the provision of a new station building, which would be around twice the size of
the current building. Whilst, later phases may include a 1270 space multi-storey car park
connected to the new station via a footbridge. This would free up land for a 28,000 sq m new
commercial development on the existing car park site.
Funding for the initial phase of the stations redevelopment has come from Central Government
who have pledged to invest £10m in the station. Other funding partners, including Network Rail
and Northamptonshire County Council, will meet the remainder of the £20m development costs.
6. St Peter’s Waterside Project
St Peter’s Waterside Project stretches from opposite the Castle Station to the town centre and
forms part of the area designated as the Waterside Enterprise Zone. The Waterside Enterprise
Zone covers an area of some 120 hectares of land between the river Nene and Inner Ring Road to
the south of the town centre. Stretching from the western edge of Northampton right across to
the town centre, the Enterprise Zone is a diverse area, alive with innovation and enterprise.
The Waterside Enterprise Zone area has the potential to create over 420,000 square metres of
high value commercial and industrial floor space, encompassing 7,700 jobs and 390 new
businesses.
7. Avon Nunn Mills
This development to the east of the town centre includes prestigious waterside offices, attracting
new jobs and investments to the area.
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Chapter 4 – Evolving Transport Strategy for Northampton
The challenge for the Northampton Town Transport Strategy is to efficiently manage the capacity
of the current transport network given the predicted growth, both within the Central Area and
wider Northampton.
This challenge will be met through:
Reducing the overall need to travel;
Improving the management of existing transport infrastructure; and
Investing in key transport infrastructure.
Northampton has two traffic models that have been used to aid the understanding of current and
future picture of the proposed growth for the town. The two models are the Northampton Multi
Modal model and the Northampton town centre VISSIM model.
Northampton Multi Modal model – is a SATURN model that was created to aid creation of the
Northampton Multi Modal Study, a strategic transport study for Northampton, covering the period
2006 to 2016. The model has since been up dated used to understand development proposal in
and around Northampton, including most recently the strategic growth that the West
Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy has proposed. The model has been used to examine the
overall traffic impact of the growth proposals for Northampton.
Northampton town centre VISSIM model provides a visual representation of traffic within the
central area of Northampton. The model has a 2009 base year and future growth can be
understood using TEMPRO growth rates. This model has been used to consider specific town
centre schemes.
Analysis of the traffic impacts on the highway network up to 2026, based on the evidence resulting
from the traffic modelling undertaken has indicted that:
Total car vehicle kilometres and car vehicle hours are forecast to increase, as a result of the
increased demand generated by the proposed development
Average car vehicle speeds across the network are also forecast to reduce in both the AM
and PM Peak periods
The overall level of congestion across the Northampton highway network is forecast to
increase
The level of highway demand is forecast to increase on the key radials and other key routes
(Cross Valley Link Road, Sandy Lane Relief Road, Sandy Lane Improvement North and North
West Bypass).
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The level of delay on key links and junctions is forecast to increase, including Round Spinney,
junctions along Harborough Road, Harlestone Road and Kettering Road.
There are some impacts on the Strategic Road network in terms of increased demand, including
along the A45.
The increased traffic demand that Northampton’s highway network will be required to support is
largely a reflection of the existing large and busy town, and the principles on which the towns
growth proposals has been based (such as regeneration of town centres and people working
closer to where they live) as a large amount of the additional trip demand will take place within
the existing built-up area where it is difficult to provide extra capacity. This together with the
wider network issues will result in current transport problems within Northampton being
intensified. Some road building will be necessary to allow access to the development areas, but
there is little available space on the existing highway network to allow for major infrastructure
improvements. Modal shift offers a means of accommodating the level of housing and
employment growth proposed.

Modal Shift
The Northamptonshire Transportation Plan, strategic policy 2 sets out the County Council target
for achieving mode shift away from single journeys to other sustainable modes of transport. The
model shift targets presented in strategic policy 2 were originally adopted by the County Council in
2007 via the Transport Strategy for Growth. It was therefore important when modelling the future
highways network that these targets were taken into consideration.
Northamptonshire Transportation Plan
Strategic Policy 2:
We will support the introduction of effective and attractive sustainable transport options that
will encourage lasting modal shift in Northamptonshire. We have set two targets for modal
shift based on 2001 Census journey to work data to achieve by 2031.
A reduction of 5% in single occupancy car journeys to work from the existing built up
areas of town
A reduction of 20% in single occupancy car journeys to work from new developments

The key conclusions drawn from growth proposals modelling analysis after applying the modal
shift targets, where that these would lead to a substantially reduction the traffic impacts. The
specific improvements include:
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Modal shift would lead to a 5.36% reduction in total highway demand across the network.
A similar trend is forecast for total car vehicle hours and kilometres, as well as the total
congestion across the Northampton network, as measured using the Congestion Indicator.
A few previously congested junctions were forecast to reduce average delay per vehicle in
the AM Peak to below 60 seconds as a result of the achievement of the mode shift targets.
Therefore, although modal shift cannot completely mitigate the impact of the development levels
and locations proposed for Northampton, it is capable of reducing them substantially. Whilst,
there is still a need to improve some roads and junctions to accommodate the residual highway
traffic impacts, these improvements would need to be designed for a lower level of traffic, making
them more deliverable.

NTP Daughter Documents
The Transport Strategy for Northampton is supported by the 12 Thematic Strategies that make up
the Northamptonshire Transportation Plan Suite of Documents.
The Thematic Strategies cover;
Freight
Bus
Rail
Walking
Cycling
Air quality
Smart Travel Choices
Transport Management
Highway Improvements
Development Management
Parking
Road Safety
These strategies set out the County Council’s vision for each transport related topic area, and as
appropriate need to be in read in conjunction with this document, e.g. the Walking Thematic
Strategy will give boarder information on the Council’s policies with regards to walking, and
therein support the local nature of the walking section contained within this strategy. Table 7
below outlines the links between the 8 strategic aims of Northampton Town Transport Strategy
and the thematic daughter documents.
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Table 7: Relationship to Other Daughter Documents
Strategy Aims Topics

1 – Improving public
transport
2 – Integrated transport hub
North of Northampton

Northampton Town
Transport Strategy
Chapter

Bus Strategy, Rail Strategy
3&6
Bus Strategy
3&6

3 – Highway improvements
4&5

4 – Inner Ring Road
4,5&7
5 – Cycling and walking
network

Relationship to Other Daughter
Document

7

6 - Town centre car parking

Transport Management Strategy,
Highways Improvements Strategy,
Development Management
Strategy
Bus Strategy, Road Safety Strategy,
Cycling Strategy, Walking Strategy,
Air Quality Strategy
Cycling Strategy, Walking Strategy,
Air Quality Strategy, Road Safety
Strategy, Smart Travel Choices
Strategy
Parking Strategy

7- Air quality

8
9

Air Quality Strategy

8 – Investment for transport
infrastructure

10

Transport Management Strategy,
Highways Improvements Strategy
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Chapter 5 Highway Strategy
Northampton’s future highway network will accommodate the town’s growth proposals and
economic prosperity whilst actively supporting sustainable transport modes for shorter/ internal
trips.
Three new road links will provide the additional highway capacity necessary to support the growth
proposals and improve strategic connections. These sections of new highway infrastructure will be
supported by a variety of junction improvement and smaller schemes.
The three roads schemes included are:
Completion of the Sandy Lane Relief Road
Construction of the North – West Bypass, linking the A428 Harlestone Road and the A5199
Welford Road
A43 dualling north of Northampton

A43 Dualling
North West
Bypass

Sandy Lane
Relief Road

Figure15: Committed Highway Schemes including A43
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Corridor Improvement
Where new roads are proposed it is necessary to consider the wider corridor that these will relate
to and their strategic connections therefore understanding any junction improvements that may
be needed as these routes become trafficked. An additional corridor study was carried out using
the modelling results and junction capacity work to understand extra junctions that would require
mitigation. Further details of the corridors considered and results are presented in Appendix 2
North – West Bypass
Holly Lodge Drive/Boughton Green Road/ Red House Road Roundabout
Red House Road/Lower Farm Road Roundabout
A43 Dualling
A43/Sywell Road/Holcot Lane
A43/Thyme Avenue/Ashley Lane
A43/Moulton Way/Lumbertubs Lane
Highway Network Implementation Plan
The highway network improvements necessary to support the growth proposals and support
strategic connections for Northampton are summarised in table 8.
Table 8 Northampton Strategic Growth Related Highways Network Infrastructure
Propose Timescale
Transport Scheme
Proposed
Short
Medium Long
Cost
Funding
Term up Term up Term
Source
to 2016
to 2021
up to
2026
North – West Bypass
North - West Bypass to A43 corridor
improvements
A43 Dualling North of Northampton,
SUE related
A43 Dualling Northampton to Kettering

√
√

A43 Dualling corridor improvements
TOTAL

√

√

£27m
£2.3k

Developer/NCC
NCC

√

£5.38m

Developer/NCC

√

Not
presently
known
£3.8m
£38.48

Developer/NCC

Developer/NCC
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Junction Performance
A key task of the town wide highway analysis was to identify junctions that were still over
capacity. For this analysis a junction delay (average delay per vehicle) greater than 60 seconds was
taken as the strategic trigger point for a junction requiring further analysis and possible
improvement. Delays of over 120 seconds were identified separately as junctions experiencing
severe levels of delay.

Key:
60 second delay
120 second+ delay
Reduction of 60 seconds or more
Figure 16: Congested Junctions 2026 (based on 2026 model)
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Further testing of the over capacity junctions has been undertaken using the 2026 traffic flows
extracted from the traffic model to determine whether the junction will work with development in
place. Where the existing junction is not shown to work, a series of incremental improvements
have been tested until a design is found with sufficient capacity to accommodate the future flow
levels.
The results of this junction testing based on 2026 model results are available in Appendix 1 and
are summarised as follows:
A - Junctions where the existing layout works:
Danes Camp Way/ Towcester Road
Pitsford Road/ Welford Road
Cliftonville/Billing Road
St.Micheal's Road/Kettering Road
B- Junctions where capacity can be achieved at relatively modest cost:
Bedford Road/ Lilliput Road – Estimated cost £500k
Great Billing Way/ Rectory Farm (North) – Estimated cost £150k
Great Billing Way/ Rectory Farm (South) – Estimated cost £150k
Great Billing Way/ Wellingborough Road – Estimated cost £500k
C- Junctions where significant improvement is required and achievable:
Harborough Road/ Vyse Road – Estimated cost >£2 million
Weedon Road/ Banbury Road – Estimated cost >£5 millions
Great Billing Way/ Overmead Road – Estimated cost >£1 million
Harlestone Road/Sandy Lane Improvement North – Estimated cost >£1 million
Gladstone Road/Spencer Bridge Road – Estimated cost >£3 million
Bedford Road/ Cliftonville Road – Estimated cost >£2 million
Kettering Road/ Round Spinney - Estimated cost > £3 million
D - Junctions where full capacity cannot be obtained, but still within reasonable levels:
Lumbertubs Way/ St Gregory’s Road. Land constraints but max RFC of 0.95 at a cost of
£250
London Road/ Ransome Road. Land constraints but max RFC of 0.95 following current
improvement.
Gas Street Roundabout .Land constraints – Estimated cost >£2 million
St. Peter’s Way/Black Lion Hill. Land constraints – Estimated coat > £3 million
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E - Junctions where over-capacity is likely to exist unless properties demolished and junction
enlarged at significant cost:
Kingsthorpe Road/ Burleigh Road
Kettering Road/ Kingsley Road
Cock Hotel Junction
Harborough Road/ Holly Lodge Drive
Harlestone Road/Spencer Bridge Road
St Andrews Road/Spencer Bridge Road/Grafton Street
Regent Square
Cliftonville/Cliftonville Road
Billing Road/Cliftonville Road/ Alfred Street
Billing Road/Cheyne Walk/York Road

At most of these junctions the necessary capacity can be provided within the existing highway
boundary at a cost which appears commensurate with the level of development proposed.
However, those in group E require land acquisition and property demolition to be necessary if the
full capacity needed for the additional traffic is to be obtained. The cost of such improvements will
be considerable and may not be desirable, politically acceptable or consistent with the over-all
policy approach being proposed with the proposed policy direction.
Junction Improvements Implementation Plan
The junction improvements necessary to support the growth proposals for Northampton are
summarised in table 9.
Table 9: Junction Improvements Infrastructure
Propose Timescale
Transport Scheme
Short
Medium Long
Cost
Term up Term up Term up
2016
to 2021
to 2026
Junction Capacity Improvements
Group B
√
√

Proposed
Funding
Source
NCC

Bedford Road/ Lilliput Road
Great Billing Way/ Rectory Farm
(North)
Great Billing Way/ Rectory Farm
(South)

£500k
£150k
£150k
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Great Billing Way/ Wellingborough
Road
Group C

£500k
√

√
Not
Included

Harborough Road/ Vyse Road

NCC/
developer

(in North
West By- pass
corridor)

>£5 m

Weedon Road/ Banbury Road

>£1 m

Great Billing Way/ Overmead Road
Harlestone Road/Sandy Lane
Improvement North

>£1 m
>£3m

Gladstone Road/Spencer Bridge Road

>£2m

Bedford Road/ Cliftonville Road

Not
Included

Kettering Road/ Round Spinney -

(in A43
dualling
corridor)

Group D

√

√

NCC/
Developer

Lumbertubs Way/ St Gregory’s Road.

£250

Gas Street Roundabout

>£2 m

St. Peter’s Way/Black Lion Hill.

> £3m

Total

£56.8m

A45 / M1 Northampton Growth Management Scheme (NGMS)
The Highway Agency in partnership with the County Council and other local authorities in west
Northamptonshire undertook a study of the A45/M1 around Northampton. Following
consideration of the forecast strategic road network impacts it was concluded that the A45 / M1
Northampton Growth Management Scheme (NGMS) should be implemented.
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Implementation of the NGMS will ensure that vehicles accessing and egressing the strategic road
network will do so in an effective, safe manner, safeguarding the future operation of the A45
route in the Northampton area.
The schemes promoted within the NGMS are as follows:
M1 Junction 15
Ramp metering at the northbound on-slip
(Ramp metering is a traffic light or a two-section signal (red and green only, no amber) light
together with a signal controller that regulates the flow of traffic entering the carriageway
according to traffic conditions.)
Exit to A45 expanded from 2 to 3 lanes (3rd lane merges after approximately 150m )
Introduction of 4th lane at M1 southbound off-slip
Improved road marking on M1 J15 eastern bridge: the 3 lane section on the eastern bridge
starts just after Saxon Avenue approach (at the diverge where traffic splits for traffic going
towards M1 southbound on-slip and for traffic going towards M1 southbound on-slip and
for traffic going towards A508, 2 lanes flare to 3 lanes and provide more storage for traffic
queues at traffic lights).

A45 Wootton Interchange
Ramp metering at northbound on-slip
A45 Queen Eleanor Interchange
All traffic signals to be upgraded
Widening of the B526 Newport Pagnell Road
Signalisation of the London Road approach, including signalisation of the circulatory
carriageway
Ramp metering at the southbound on-slip
Ramp metering at the northbound on-slip along with removal of the short merge so that all
traffic accesses the A45 mainline through the lane gain facility.
A45 Brackmills Interchange
All traffic signals are proposed to be upgraded
Traffic signals are proposed at the exit from Pavillion Drive to the A45 southbound on-slip.
Traffic signals are proposed to be introduced at Caswell Road approach.
A45 Barnes Meadow Interchange
Ramp metering proposed on the northbound on- slip
Removal of short merge and traffic can only access A45 mainline through the northbound
lane gain facility.
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All traffic signals are proposed to be upgraded
A45 Lumertubs Interchange
All traffic signals are proposed to be upgraded.
Ramp metering proposed on the northbound on- slip
Ramp metering at the southbound on-slip. The short merge removed and traffic can access
the A45 mainline only through the lane gain facility.
A45 Great Billing Interchange
Ramp metering proposed on the northbound on- slip
Ramp metering at the southbound on-slip
All traffic signals are proposed to be upgraded

56

Northampton Town

Northampton Town Transport Strategy

Northampton Growth Management Scheme Implementation Plan
Details of the anticipated phasing costs and funding sources for the NGMS are presented in the
table 10.
Table 10: Northampton Growth Management Schemes
Propose Timescale
Transport Scheme
Short
Medium
Long
Term up
Term up
Term up
to 2016
to 2021
to 2026
M1 Junction 15
√

Cost

Proposed Funding
Source

£2.31m

Developer/HA/NCC

A45 Wootton
Interchange

√

£0.8m

Developer/HA/NCC

A45 Queen Eleanor
Interchange

√

£1.49m

Developer/HA/NCC

A45 Brackmills
Interchange

√

£1.32m

Developer/HA/NCC

A45 Barnes Meadow
Interchange

√

£2.14m

Developer/HA/NCC

A45 Lumbertubs
Interchange
A45 Great Billing
Interchange
TOTAL

√

£2.6m

Developer/HA/NCC

√

£1.58m

Developer/HA/NCC

£12.24m

Town Centre Highway Network
The 2009 Northampton Central Area VISSIM model has given a strong picture of current network
in the town centre. This modelling highlights the congestion that affects most of the Inner Ring
Road junctions. A full description of this is presented in chapter 2. This shows that during the am
and pm peaks that the current highway network is under considerable stress.
As a consequence of this analysis, options have been primarily designed along two key principles.
One is to provide a new route for the ring road which does not intersect the town centre, allowing
regeneration and utilising roads which currently do not experience such high traffic density.
Secondly and closely linked is to provide options to reduce delay and increase capacity in the peak

57

Northampton Town Transport Strategy

periods. Three schemes have been identified to this end, specifically increasing capacity in the
southern section of the Inner Ring Road, these are:
Bridge Street Public realm improvements, including the Plough
St. John’s Street two – way option
Victoria Promenade/Cheyne Walk improvements
The three schemes above will also provide new public realm and enhanced pedestrian facilities,
therein making the town centre more attractive for all users.

Figure 17: Proposed Town Highway Network Centre Schemes

58

Northampton Town

Northampton Town Transport Strategy

Town Centre Highway Network Implementation Plan
Highway schemes proposed for the town centre are presented in table 11.
Table 11: Town Centre Transport Schemes
Transport
Scheme

VISSIM Model

Inner Ring Road
Re- designation
Bridge Street
and Plough
Gyratory

St. John’s Street

Victoria
Promenade /
Cheyne Walk

Corridor
Improvements
Horsemarket/
Cheyne Walk
TOTAL

Description

Develop future year for
Northampton Central Area
VISSIM Model
Further investigation into
extending the Inner Ring Road
East and West
One – way route out of town
centre for all southbound and
two-way movement for buses.
Narrowing of central section of
carriageway, together with
wider pavements and
extended parking bays.
Creation of two – way
carriageway, together with
increased curb radii on both
Swan Street and Guildhall
Road.
Re-design of junction to
increase traffic movements
and capacity in the South Ring
Road. Dedicated left turn from
Bedford Road to Victoria
Promenade. Banned right turn
from Bedford Road onto
Cheyne Walk.
Public realm improvements to
aid softening of street
environment

Propose Timescale
Short Medium
Term Term up
up to to 2021
2016

Cost
Long
Term
up to
2026
£100k

Proposed
Funding
Source
NCC

√
√

£50k

√

£1.2m NCC/ NBC/

√

£1m

NCC/ NBC/
Developers

√

£1m

NCC/ NBC/
Developers

£4m

NCC/NBC/
Developers

NCC/NBC

Developers

√

£7.5m
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Chapter 6 Public Transport Strategy
Public transport in Northampton will deliver a service that will give travellers a realistic alternative
to the car. The future public transport network will provide informative, safe and reliable serve to
employment opportunities, health fasciitis, retail and recreational activities.
A stronger public transport offer within Northampton is likely to make for safer roads, less
environmental pollution and aid the County Council in meeting its mode shift targets.
Northampton is currently well served for public transport having both a train station and bus
station, and as detailed previously both of these facilities are expected to see alterations in the
coming years. The new Fishmarket Bus Interchange is presently awaiting planning permission and
expected to be operational in 2014 and the first stage of the Castle Station expansion has received
funding.
Bus services
Northampton has a large proportion of the population using public transport therefore, it is
necessary for this strategy to understand how to improve the existing service for those current
users and future demand as a result of the growth proposed across the town. It has been forecast
that bus demand in the town will increase by 34% by 2025.
Existing bus service improvements
The facilities on offer require improvement if a change in travel behaviour and patterns is to be
realised. The type of measures that should be considered is set out below. Starting from the
bottom tier, factors such as affordability are essential for attracting bus users.
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The key proposals for determining proposals for improvements to the existing situation are as
follows:
Traffic Master data on congested areas
Accessibility across the town
Investigating journey to work patterns
Comparison of bus journey time with the car
Infrastructure and Corridor Improvements
As currently all bus services interchange in the Northampton town centre it is important that
transport corridors into the town enable swift and accessible travel for bus users.
The key corridors for bus priority and bus infrastructure improvements in relation to existing bus
service improvements are as follows:
Kettering Road
Wellingborough Road
London Road
Towcester Road
Bedford Road
Weedon Road
Kingsthorpe
Sunday Services
Northampton currently only has 8 Sunday services operating. The most frequent of these, 20mins
is to the east of Northampton. It is therefore proposed that services to the west and south of the
town have improved frequency and routing.
Bus Services and Growth
The anticipated development growth for Northampton will increase the demand for bus services,
and this demand will be greater still if the modal shift targets are to be achieved.
Bus patronage has been forecast to increase by 25% on existing usage, creating an additional 475
passengers in the am peak. If mode shift targets are considered along with the growth, a 55%
increase (1060 passengers in the am peak) will be using the bus network in 2026.
Bus Priority
Bus services will form the key component of the sustainable travel modes promoted in the
Sustainable Urban Extensions (SUE's) around Northampton. Along with new bus services there is
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also the need to provide bus priority on the main routes linking the development back to the town
centre. The Weedon Road is not included in the bus priority proposals as limited road space would
not enable this type of measure.
Table12: Sustainable Urban Extension Bus Priority Corridors
Sustainable Urban Extension
Road Corridor
Northampton South of Brackmills
London Road
Northampton South
Towcester Road
Northampton North
Kettering Road
Northampton West
Harlestone Road
Northampton Kings Heath
Harlestone Road
Northampton North of Whitehills
Harborough Road

Figure18: Proposed location of future bus priority routes
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Park and Ride
The Sustainable Urban Extensions (SUE's) at both Upton Park and North of Whitehills have
planning permissions that include Park and Ride sites. However there are no further Park and Ride
sites proposed for Northampton.
Instead it is proposed to pilot a Multi – Modal Public Transport Hub North of Northampton, and to
consider a Park and Hop scheme for the town centre, further details of this scheme are in the Car
Parking Strategy chapter 8.
Multi- Modal Public Transport Hub
North of Northampton SUE is well situated adjacent to the heavily trafficked A43 and as such
provides a good opportunity for intercepting car trips into Northampton and surrounding
educational and employment sites.
The Multi – Modal Public Transport Hub will provide rapid bus routes to the town centre and
surrounding employment areas, therein encouraging people travelling on the A43 to swop
transport mode before entering the town centre. The Hub will be located next to the local centre
within the SUE, sharing the car parking and cycle parking. The Hub will also provide real – time
information, covered waiting and ticketing machines. Bus priority to the town centre will be
routed via the Kettering Road and peak hour orbital services will be provided to Moulton College
and Moulton School and on to Northampton University and Park Farm employment, a further
service will be provided to Brackmills employment.
Rail Travel
Outline plans for the new station building were approved in October 2011 and construction is
anticipated to start by the end of 2012, following funding for the facility being secured. The new
station will be a modern gateway to Northampton, and support new development in the
Waterside Enterprise Zone A further phase of the stations development could include a 1,270
space multi-storey car park and a 28,000 sqm office development.
Future Train Services
Along with the anticipated continued growth in patronage from the existing population, further
demand will be generated from the population increase from the planned growth, particularly to
London and Birmingham in the peak hours.
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The County Council will continue to lobby for more efficient services. Specific details of the
direction rail travel will take in the future will be presented in the Rail Strategy.

Public Transport Implementation Plan
The tables below detail the phasing and spend anticipated for the public transport schemes
detailed in this strategy.
Table13: Public Transport Infrastructure - Existing Services
Propose Timescale
Public Transport Scheme
Short
Medium
Term
Term up
up to to 2021
2016

Cost
Proposed
Funding
Source

Long
Term
up to
2026

Fishmarket Bus Interchange

√

6.5m

Castle Station - new station building

√

20m

Improve information provision, provide outlets
for timetables and information in major centres.
Service operating time improvements
Extend hours of operation on strategic routes.
Increase frequency on Sunday services.
Information - Include bus service information in
rail station
Marketing and publicity strategy for
employment estates
Way-finding at the rail station and to the bus
station
Accessibility - Improve footway space for access
to stops on Towcester Road
Journey time – corridor improvements
Wellingborough Road – review parking and
loading arrangements in busy stretches of
corridor
Kettering Road – review interchange
environment and the ability for buses to pull in
and out of stops
Towcester Road
London Road

√

£20k

WNDC, NBC,
NCC
DFT, WNDC,
NCC, Network
Rail
NCC

√

£150k

Operators

√

10k

NCC

√

£20k

NCC

√

£30k

NCC

√

£100k

NCC

√

£250k

NCC

√

£250k

NCC

√
√

£100k
£100k

NCC
NCC

TOTAL

£27.53m
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Table14: Public Transport Infrastructure - Future Services
Propose Timescale
Transport Scheme
Short
Medium
Term
Term up
up
to 2021
2016
Castle Station - phase 2

Improve and expand Real Time
Northampton North SUE
Additional Buses

√

√

Long Cost
Term
up to
2026
20m

250k

DFT, WNDC,
NCC, Network
Rail
NCC/
Developer

√
240K

Kettering Road Bus Priority

1.6m

Multi Modal Hub
Northampton West SUE
Harlestone Road Bus Priority

2m

Northampton South SUE
Towcester Road Bus Priority

Proposed
Funding
Source

NCC/
Developer

3.417m (part NCC/
contribution)
Developer
119,200k

NCC/
Developer

2.661m

NCC/
Developer

330k

NCC/
Developer

Northampton South of Brackmills SUE
London Road Bus Priority

Northampton Kings Hearth SUE
Additional buses
Harlestone Road Bus Priority

3.417m (part
contribution)

Northampton North of Whitehills SUE
Additional buses
220K

NCC/
Developer

Harborough Road Bus Priority
424k

TOTAL

£34.306m
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Chapter 7 - Cycling and Walking Strategy
Having a good environment for walking and cycling is important if Northampton is going to reduce
its dependence on car travel. Promoting these activities also has social and health benefits for
people in the town.
Cycling
To increase cycling from the existing low levels (mode share less than 3%) training, publicity and
encouragement initiatives are needed. Northampton currently has good levels of existing cycle
route infrastructure; however the linkages between areas are fragmented. Penetration in to the
town centre is poor, due to complicated crossing arrangements on the Inner Ring Road. On road
cycling in Northampton can be hazardous owing to the limited road space, and the volume and
speed of traffic. Further guidance on the design and implementation of cycle routes both on and
off carriageway is present in the Cycling Strategy.
The significant growth forecast for Northampton, creates a positive opportunity for promoting
cycling. To ensure that cyclist numbers increase in Northampton's new developments there should
be high quality cycle infrastructure connecting exiting and new communities, with particular focus
on routes between local services and the new developments. Details of the cycle routes that are
being promoted are contained in tables 16 and 17 and a plan detailing these routes is presented
in Appendix 3.
Cycling Strategy Implementation Plan
Cycling infrastructure is divided between softer measures around increasing the number of people
cycling and improving existing and creating new cycle routes.
Table 15: Northampton Cycling Promotion and Support Costs
Propose Timescale
Cycle Promotion and Support
Short
Medium
Long
Schemes
Term up Term up Term up Cost
2016
to 2021
to 2026
Maintenance and improvement
strategy
Improvements to cycle parking
(Employment, Education and
Interchanges)
Information Signing and lightening
Promotion, travel planning and
education
Monitoring strategy
TOTAL

Proposed
Funding Source

√

√

£8k

NCC

√

√

£700k

NCC/ developers

√

£1.2m
500k

NCC/ developers
NCC

£8k
£2.416m

NCC

√
√
√
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Table16: Town Centre Northampton Cycling Schemes
Propose Timescale
Cycling Schemes
Short
Medium Long
Term up Term up Term up Cost
to 2016
to 2021
to 2026
Town Centre
√
£131,760
River Nene - Off carriageway
route along northern river bank
River Nene to A45 Upton Way – √
£144,363
Off carriageway
Waterside to Castle Station off
√
£119,160
carriageway
Cotton End to south of
√
£405,960
Carlsberg brewery off
carriageway, including bridge
works
Becketts Park, includes
√
£240,000
provision of two bridges
Becketts Park extension of
√
£135,360
eastern routes off carriageway
Avon/ Nunn Mills/Ransome
√
£500,000
Road – off-carriageway links
towards Brackmills and town
centre
Brampton arm to Southbridge – √
£66,960
off carriageway missing link
Inner Ring Road – on road cycle √
£201,480
route on Grafton Street,
Campbell Street, Upper and
Lower Mounts.
Disused railway line between
√
£1,033,560
Castle Station and Brackmills –
off carriageway
Town centre – on road links
√
£37,920
around the town centre
TOTAL
£3,016,523

Proposed
Funding
Source
NCC/NBC/
Developers
NCC/NBC/
Developers
NCC/NBC/
Developers
NCC/NBC/
Developers

NCC/NBC/
Developers
NCC/NBC/
Developers
NCC/NBC/
Developers

NCC/NBC/
Developers
NCC/NBC/
Developers

NCC/NBC/
Developers
NCC/NBC/
Developers
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Central Area Pedestrian and Cycle Movement Framework
Many of the cycling schemes detailed above are annotated in the Pedestrian and Cycle Movement
Framework. The Framework shows the connections for routes in and around the town centre. The
Framework has been produced by Northampton Borough Council in partnership with the County
Council as part of the Central Area Action Plan. It is worth noting that many off road cycling routes
around Northampton also double up as walking routes.

Figure 19: Central Area Pedestrian and Cycle Movement Framework
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Table 17: Development Related Cycle Schemes
Propose Timescale
Cycling Schemes
Short
Medium Long
Term up Term up Term up Cost
to 2016
to 2021
to 2026
Northampton North SUE
√
Kings Meadow School LinkToucan crossing at Talavera
£60,000
Way linking with off-road route
between Talavera way and
Kings Meadow School
A5706 Talavera Way- Potential
alternative route

√

Kettering Road- Abington
Avenue. Off Carriageway route
using residential streets.
TOTAL
Northampton Kings Heath SUE
Avon Drive- Linking with
Dallington Grange
Nene Drive- Linking with
Dallington Grange
Welford Road Corridor- linking
Dallington Grange with Hill Top
Harlestone Road CorridorInfrastructure along Harlestone
Road, Lodge Way and
Hawksmoor Way in conjunction
with traffic calming
TOTAL
Northampton North of
Whitehills SUE
Welford Road Corridor- Linking
Dallington Grange with Hill Top
TOTAL
Northampton West SUE
A45 Weedon Road- Off
Carriageway Link

√

Proposed
Funding
Source
NCC/NBC/
Developers

£256,560
NCC/NBC/
Developers
£23, 520
NCC/NBC/
Developers
£340,080
√

√

£9,360
£14,400

√

£155,800

NCC/NBC/
Developers
NCC/NBC/
Developers
NCC/NBC/
Developers

√
£671,760

NCC/NBC/
Developers

£851,320

£155,800
√

NCC/
Developer

£155,800
√

£48,960
NCC/
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Developer
A4500 On Carriageway Links

√

£8,640
NCC

Duston Mill Lane- Link off
carriageway provision on A45
with Bridleway Route at south
of Duston Mill lane- include
toucan crossing on Sixfields
Leisure Complex arm of
roundabout
TOTAL
Northampton South of
Brackmills SUE
Wooldale Road – off road link
between existing facilities to
the east of Quinton Road and
on –road facilities on Rowtree
Road. Require bridge crossing
facilities over A508
Disused Railway Line between
Northampton Station and
Brackmills - off –road cycle
track along side potential bus
route
TOTAL
Northampton South SUE
Wooldale Road- Off road link
between existing facilities to
the east of Quinton Road and
on-road facilities on Rowtree
road. Would require crossing
facilities on both sides of the
bridge over the A508.
Ladybridge Drive- on road link
throughout length of
Ladybridge Drive
Penvale Road/ Hardwick Way/
Wooton Hall- off-road facilities
linking Rowtree Road with Mere
Way. Requires crossings.
Hilldrop Road- off road facilities

£168,360
√

NCC/ NBC
Developer

£225,960
√

√

£372,360

NCC/ NBC
Developer

£1,033,560

NCC/ NBC
Developer

£1,405,920

√

£372,360

NCC/ NBC
Developer

√

£30,600

NCC/ NBC
Developer

√

£459,690

NCC/ NBC
Developer

√

£163,560

NCC/ NBC
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linking Rowtree Road with
Clanwell Road
Hill Farm Rise/ Clannell Roadoff carriageway route linking
facilities
A508 Blacky-More Bridgebridge over the A508 to provide
safer crossing facilities
Collingtree to Grange ParkCrossing over the A508 and
associated route sections. Costs
for crossings only.
TOTAL

Developer
√

£117,360

NCC/ NBC
Developer

√

£123,960

NCC/ NBC
Developer

√

£123,960

NCC/ NBC
Developer

£1,391,490

Walking
Every journey begins and ends with an element of walking and every traveller is a pedestrian at
various points during their trip. Journeys on foot are made for three main purposes:
Journeys to work – Improving the walking experience will encourage people to switch from car to
public transport, helping the community to benefit from the environmental advantages of
sustainable transport.
Journey to school – Encouraging people to walk to school will contribute to reducing the
congestion caused by the school run.
Leisure journeys – These include visiting friends or relatives, entertainment/sport, shopping and
holidays/day trips. Demand is high for walking routes to shopping facilities, leisure attractions and
leisure walking routes.
Government guidance on practical actions to improve walking includes:
make sure it is easy to walk from residential areas to shops and other services buy locating
development in existing centre
improve conditions for people by reducing the dominance of the motor traffic and giving
pedestrians sufficient road space
provide clear, connected networks of walking routes, especially to public transport
interchanges and other key destinations
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reassess how urban centres are designed, managed and used, to make them more
attractive more attractive places for everybody
improve road safety, for instance by traffic management to slow down inconsiderate
drivers
tackle crime and the fear of crime which makes people reluctant to walk, by implementing
better lighting, CCTV etc
separate walking and cycling routes or make better shared use schemes which are safer for
pedestrians, by providing separately for cyclists.

Hence, walking routes within Northampton should be easy, safe and pleasant. The network should
be well maintained and kept free from obstacles. The walking network should connect key
destinations in Northampton. All future development should have walking connections to local
services and public transport links of not more than 800m from their homes and ensure that
routes connect to the existing walking networks.
Townwide Walking Infrastructure
Walking infrastructure vary in cost dependent upon the design and layout of location. There are
various parts of Northampton, for example parts of the South West District, which requires more
investment than others. Table 18 below approximately details the costs involved in improving the
current walking environment. The types of measures needed to improve the current walking
environment included drop kerbs, missing links, pedestrian crossing and signage.
Table 18: Northampton Walking Investment Plan - Existing Infrastructure improvements
Northampton (existing land uses)
Size km²
Per m²
Cost
1950/60s (e.g. Headlands)
5.94
£1.95
£1,159,733
Industrial estate (e.g. Brackmills)
2.8
£1.04
£289,867
Victorian terraced (e.g. Kingsley)
3.45
£0.11
£38,813
Modern housing (e.g. St Crispins)
3.4
£2.43
£827,254
1990s (e.g. Hunsbury area)
2.68
£1.46
£391,015
TOTAL
£2,706,682
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Chapter 8 – Car Parking Strategy
Northampton will provide sufficient, well placed quality car parking
to meet the future needs of the town.
Parking is an emotive issue however effective management by controlling the quantity, location
and pricing has a strong influence on personal travel choices. Hence, parking is an important tool
for encouraging people to leave their cars at home or designated parking location and convert to
another form of transport for the remainder of their journey.
Car Parking in New Developments
Applying a rigid parking standard across a development has not always worked successfully,
resulting in developments that have often got the provision of parking wrong. This has led to
problems such as congestion through parking on roads where parking has not been designed, or
verge parking, essentially this leads to parked cars diminishing the ability for a new development
to create a lasting sense of place.
Car parking in new developments should be of a level that is high enough to meet needs of that
community and maintain the commerciality of the development, whilst low enough to make most
efficient use of development land and avoid the creation of car-dominated environments.
The County Council Place and Movements Guide (2008) adopts two approaches to determining
parking levels for a new development. The first of these approaches is to provide mainly
unallocated parking. In this instance total parking levels are generated by the average need of the
residences within the development. The second approach is on the basis of providing 1 allocated
parking space per unit, plus a degree of additional parking for those units with 2 or 3 cars.
Central Area Car Parking
The parking strategy for Central Northampton supports the following objectives that match wider
aspirations for the town centre;
To achieve a more effective and efficient transport system, whilst taking into account:
The economic vitality of the town centre and
The parking needs of local residents, shops and businesses
The vision of the parking strategy is ‘To effectively manage the supply of parking within the
central area of Northampton’
This will be achieved by ensuring that Central Northampton has a parking provision up to 2026 of
9,103 parking spaces (this figure includes NBC owned/operated car parks, privately owned car
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park open to the public and on-street spaces). The future figure of 10,129 spaces comes from
8,097 existing town centre parking spaces plus the 1026 parking spaces indicated for the future
year.
The interventions listed below have been selected as measures which will aid the efficient
management of car parking within central Northampton.
Parking Charges and Payment Methods;
Control and Enforcement;
Location of Parking;
Signage;
On-Street Parking Options
Park and Ride
Northampton currently is not seen as a town that could successfully support Park and Ride. Park
and Ride may well need re- consideration following the redevelopment of the town centre, when
Northampton has an attractor to support such a service. Therefore as an interim proposal
Northampton will consider a town centre Shuttle Service, that operates from a peripheral car park
taking customers into the town centre.
Car Parking Strategy Implementation Plan
The table below sets out the measures that are proposed to aid the implementation of car parking
related infrastructure
Table 19: Parking Strategy Implementation
Propose Timescale
Parking Scheme
Short
Medium Long
Term up Term up Term up Cost
2016
to 2021
to 2026
Revision of Countywide parking stands √
£40k
Future Location of future car parks √
£30k
study
Town Centre Shuttle Service study
√
£30k
Implement signage strategy

√

£1.5m

Offer additional payment methods
TOTAL

√

250k
£1.8m

Proposed
Source of
Funding
NCC
NCC/NBC/
WNDC
NCC/NBC/
WNDC
NCC/deve
loper
NBC
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Chapter 9 - Air Quality Strategy
Northampton aims to reduce the number of transport related Air Quality Management Areas to zero and maintain that position

Improving Air Quality Management Areas within Northampton fits well with many of the other
transport related action being promoted through this strategy.
Improving Air Quality will require a strong vision from those endorsing the town to promote
Modal Shift.
Modal Shift will be encouraged in Air Quality Management Areas by focused marketing that will
inform occupants of the area about the health issues related to poor air quality and how they can
help.
Within the Air Quality Management Areas highway schemes such as bus priority, cycleways and
public realm improvements will be considered.
Any highway network schemes proposed within these areas will not be implemented if they are
shown have a worsening effect on the Air Quality Management Areas.
Air Quality Implementation Plan
Detailed below are the measures that will support reducing Air Quality Management Areas in
Northampton.
Table 20: Air Quality Implementation Plan
Air Quality Scheme

Propose Timescale
Cost

Proposed Source
of Funding

N/A
£250/k

NCC/NBC
NCC/NBC

Congestion management strategy in
Air Quality Management Areas
√

£30k

NCC/NBC

Total

£280k

Short
Term up
2016

Partnership working NBC
Marketing and Information measures

On going
On going

Medium
Term up
to 2021

Long
Term up
to 2026
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Chapter 10 – Strategy Implementation and Funding
Detailed below are the provisional implementation programme and potential funding sources to
deliver the 8 key aims of Northampton Transport Strategy.
The estimated cost for the entire strategy is £220.7m
Table21: Strategy Cost (approx)
Strategy Aim
Public Transport Improvements
Creation of an integrated transport hub North
of Northampton
Highway Improvements (North West Bypass,
Dualling A43 North of Northampton and
junction improvements)
Humanising and extension of the Inner Ring
Road (Town centre regeneration schemes)
Comprehensive cycle and walking network
Town centre park strategy
Air Quality Improvements
TOTAL

SCHEME

2013

2014

2015

2016

Cost
£60m
£2m
£109m

£8 m
£9.6m
£1.8m
£0.3m
£190 .7m

2017

2018

2019

2020

2021

2022

2023

2024

2025

2026

North West Bypass
North West Bypass wider junctions improvements
A43 Dualling North of Northampton
A43 Dualling corridor improvements
Network Wide Junction Improvements
A45/M1northampton Growth Management
Scheme
Town Centre Transport Schemes
Public Transport Existing Infrastructure
Improvements
Public Transport Future Infrastructure
Improvements
Cycling Promotion/Support Improvements
Cycle Network Improvements
Walking network Improvements
Car Parking Strategy Implementation
Air Quality Implementation

Figure 20: Implementation Programme
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Strategy Funding
Funding for schemes to support the Northampton Town Transport Strategy comes from a number
of different sources such as:
The Integrated Transport Block (Northamptonshire Transportation Plan)
Central government grants
Section 106 Agreement contributions from developers
Developer led Infrastructure delivery secured through Section 278 agreements
Localism
Match funding from the public sector
New sources of grant funding from public bodies
Community Infrastructure Levy
Partnership with commercial operators
Reductions to the Integrated Transport Block mean that there will be less funding available for all
transport schemes. The Local Enterprise Partnerships and Regional Growth Fund could offer
funding opportunities for the Council to support the projects promoted through the
Northamptonshire Arc, Northamptonshire Transportation Plan, town strategies and development
plans that come forward over the next few years. Other grant funding may come from other
sources such as Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs.
Many of the schemes within this strategy will be developer funded, and grants such as the
Growing Places Fund will enable development related infrastructure to be forwarded funded, and
reimburse on the development is built.

Devolution of Major Scheme Funding
For many years, local authorities have obtained funding for major highway and public transport
schemes (currently those costing over £5 million) through a process of bidding to central
government. As part of the Localism Agenda, the government is devolving that funding and the
associated decision-making to a more local level through the introduction of Local Transport
Bodies. The new Local Transport Bodies will consist of a partnership between Northamptonshire
County Council and Northamptonshire Enterprise Partnership and will be responsible for receiving
delegated Local Transport Major Scheme funding from the Department for Transport.
At the time of publication the levels of funding available for major schemes from April 2015 had
not been set by the Department for Transport.
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Appendix 1 – Junction Capacity Testing
Cost
(Indicative)
£million

Junction

Mitigation Options Explored

Comments

Kettering
Road/Round Spinney

Extra lanes option of adding an
additional lane on the Lumbertubs
Way entry; an additional lane on the
eastbound Talavera Way entry; small
section of widening on the circulating
carriageway

Lumbertubs Way/St
Gregory’s Road

Removing Tonmead Rd arm and
marking St Gregory's Rd as two lanes
within current width

A grade separated/
underpass option was
deemed to be the only
option that would cater for
the large flows predicted at
the junction.
The options gave slight
improvements, but do not
make the junction work with
the volume of traffic.
Neither option produced a
roundabout that worked
within capacity. A larger
junction configuration was
modelled this worked.
1) The creation of a larger
roundabout was found to
work 2) The conversion of
the junction to a signal
controlled crossroads this
was shown not to work.
The existing junction
configuration was shown not
to work with the predicted
flows. In order to attempt to
provide a junction that was
capable of catering for the
proposed traffic levels both
Kingsthorpe Road arms and
Balfour Road were widened
along with the appropriate
widening of the exists,
however this was shown to
still be over capacity.

The introduction of Signals on the
Danes Camp
two Towcester Road arm; closure of
Way/Towcester Road
the Tesco Access

Harborough
Road/Vyse Road

Buckton Fields developer scheme
(improves Brampton Lane arm but
worsens other arms results); The
creation of a larger roundabout; The
conversion of the junction to a signal
controlled crossroads

Kingsthorpe
Road/Burleigh Road

N/A

Localised Widening of Bedford Road
Bedford Road/Lilliput improves RFC but junction still fails.
Road
Presence of structure on Western
approach will limit scope for

£5m +

£2m +

TBC
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improvement
Weedon
Road/Banbury Road

Kettering
Road/Kingsley Road

Great Billing
Way/Rectory Farm
(North)

Great Billing
Way/Rectory Farm
(South)

The junction operates with an RFC in
excess of 1 on all arms potential
options are being assessed

N/A

Dualling Great Billing Way (makes
junction work) cost £4 Million, Left in
and left out movements only (makes
junction work but will add more
traffic to roundabouts) cost £120,000

Dualling Great Billing Way (makes
junction work) cost £4 Million, Left in
and left out movements only (makes
junction work but will add more
traffic to roundabouts) cost £120,001

The Existing Junction Configuration
doesn't work but that widening of
Great Billing
Great Billing Way (N) arm to give two
Way/Wellingborough
lanes on approach will bring the RFC
Road
down to 0.854 this option is being
assessed further
The Existing Junction Configuration
Great Billing
doesn't work and the land
Way/Overmead
constraints on Overmead Road mean
Road
that it is not possible to provide a
junction that works
London Road /

N/A

TBC
The existing junction
configuration is shown not to
work. The major movement
predicted by the future
traffic is Kinsley Road to
Abingdon Grove, an option
was tested with extra lanes
on these approaches. The
results indicate that this
configuration would work
with a Max DOS of 82.6.
Requires land take.
Signalisation of the existing
junction would result in a
junction that works within
capacity.

Signalisation of the existing
junction would result in a
junction that works within
capacity.

£2 m +

£150,000
with no
impact on
the level of
traffic at
the
adjacent
junctions.
£150,000
with no
impact on
the level of
traffic at
the
adjacent
junctions.

N/A

TBA

Land Constraints mean there
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Ransome Road – new
design

Harlestone
Road/Sandy Lane –
new design

Kingsthorpe
Road/Mill Lane (Cock
Hotel) – new design

The proposed junction configuration
is shown not to work with the
predicted traffic flows

N/A

is no scope for
improvements to the
junction other than those
proposed by the Ransome
Road development. The
junction would work over
capacity but would operate
better than previously
predicted due to flow levels
in Scenario F are significantly
lower than the model flows
previously used.
The existing junction
configuration was found not
to work so two alternative
solutions were tested, these
were;
1) The creation of a larger
roundabout - this was found
to work 2) The conversion of
the junction to a signal
controlled crossroads this
was shown not to work.
The existing junction
configuration was found not
to work. Improvement
required to enable the
junction to work requires the
provision of extra lanes on
the Kingsthorpe Road and
Harborough Road
approaches. This would
require a large amount of
land take including the Cock
Hotel.

£1 Million
+

£4 m +
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Appendix 2 – Corridor Improvement – Junction Intervention
Summary Table
Location

Junction
Type

Existing
Layout
Works?

works with
widening
improvement

Cost

Bedford
Road/Cliftonville Road

Signals

No

Yes

Estimated to cost in excess of
£2 million

Billing Road/Cheyne
Walk/York Road

Signals

No

Yes

Estimated to cost in excess of
£1.5 million

Billing
Road/Cliftonville
Road/Alfred Street

Signals

No

Yes

Estimated to cost in excess of
£2 million

Cliftonville/Billing
Road

Priority

Yes

N/A

N/A

Cliftonville/Cliftonville
Road

Priority

No

No

N/A

Gladstone
Road/Spencer Bridge
Road

Signals

No

Yes

Estimated to cost in excess of
£3 million

Regent Square

Signals

No

Yes

Estimated to cost in excess of
£1 million

Horse Market/Gold
Street/Marerfair

Signals

No

Yes

Estimated to cost in excess of
£1 million

Gas Street
Roundabout

Signals

No

Yes

Estimated to cost in excess of
£1.5 million

St Andrews
Road/Spencer Bridge
Road/Grafton Street

Signals

No

Yes

Estimated to cost in excess of
£2 million

St Michael’s
Road/Kettering Road

Signals

No

Yes

Estimated to cost in excess of
£1 million

St Peter’s Way/Black
Lion Hill

Signals

No

Yes

Estimated to cost in excess of
£2 million
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Appendix 3 - Northampton Cycle Routes
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Appendix 4 - Supporting Document List
Northamptonshire Transportation Plan (March 2012)
West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy - Pre Submission (February 2011)
Northampton Central Area Action Plan – Submission (May 2012)
Northamptonshire Parking SPG (March 2003)
Parking in Northampton Town Centre; Recommendations for a Future Strategy (Feb 2011)
Northampton Central Area Parking Strategy (Existing Situation) (Oct 2011)
Northampton Central Area Parking Strategy (May 2012)
Northampton Town Centre VISSIM Model Report (April 2011)
Bus Interchange Study (March 2010)
Bus Interchange Appraisal Report (June 2011)
Northampton Cycle Development Plan (Nov 2010)
Hunsbury Walking Development Plan (Nov 2010)
Northampton Corridor Study (April 2012)
Northampton Bus Priority Report (April 2011)
A45/M1 Corridor Study
Northampton Multi – Model Study Report (2010)
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For more information please contact
LTPConsultation@northamptonshire.gov.uk
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