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Contacts and Further Information
This is Northamptonshire County Council’s Towcester Town Transport Strategy.
It sets out the overarching vision for transport in Towcester and sets out our strategy to achieve
it. This strategy is one of a series of thematic daughter documents to the Northamptonshire
Transportation Plan that was adopted in April 2012.
Consultation on the first batch of the town transport strategies, including this Towcester Town
Transport Strategy, took place between 24th September and 2nd November 2012. A summary of
the consultation responses can be found on our website at:
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/Transport/TP/Pages/NTP-TownTransport-Strategies.aspx
If you have any problems accessing Northamptonshire County Council’s website or do not have
access to the internet, please contact us using the details below.
This strategy was approved and adopted by Northamptonshire County Council’s Cabinet in
December 2012.
This strategy together with the other Batch 1 daughter documents and the Northamptonshire
Transportation Plan itself can be viewed on the County Council’s website at:
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservices/Transport/TP/pages/northamptonshiretransportation-plan.aspx
Should you have any queries regarding this strategy, please contact the Transport Planning Team.
Transport Planning
Northamptonshire County Council
County Hall
Northampton
NN1 1ED
Email: LTPconsultation@northamptonshire.gov.uk
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Chapter 1 - Introduction
This Draft Towcester Town Transport Strategy has been prepared for consultation as a supporting
document to the Northamptonshire Transportation Plan 2012 which is the overarching strategy
document that sets out the County Council’s strategic aims and objectives for the Transportation
of Northamptonshire.
This Town Transport Strategy sets out Northamptonshire County Council’s plans for developing
and improving transport facilities and services in Towcester. As with the Northamptonshire
Transportation Plan, this Strategy covers not only the roads for which the County Council is
highway authority, but also the A5 and A43 trunk roads which are the responsibility of the
Highways Agency.
The Town Transport Strategy has been developed to meet the needs of Towcester; to co-ordinate
the approach and shared commitment of all parties involved in both delivering the improvements
to and the provision of, transport, highways and infrastructure within Towcester as it grows.
Towcester has a population of around 10,000 people and a wide rural catchment area of small
villages. Towcester is located nine miles to the south-west of Northampton and 12 miles to the
north-west of Milton Keynes and sits between the A5 and A43. Although an A43 bypass was
opened in the mid-1980s, the A5 continues to pass through Towcester Town Centre.
Surrounded by rolling hills and agricultural land, the town sits within a low lying section of the
Northamptonshire Vales, between the valley of the River Tove and Silverstone Brook. Due to the
presence of the River Tove and Easton Neston Park immediately to the east of the town centre,
the town has grown southwards and westwards, giving it a distinct, asymmetrical shape, with the
centre situated on the eastern edge
This Town Transport Strategy is consistent with the aspirations for the future development of
Towcester set out in the West Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit’s emerging Joint Core
Strategy and The Towcester Masterplan produced by South Northamptonshire Council.
The key aim for Towcester of all these plans is to encourage sustainable development of
residential and employment sites to make Towcester a successful market town. This Town
Transport Strategy indentifies the transport interventions necessary to support delivery of these
aims.
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Figure 1: Location of Towcester and proximity of neighbouring Towns/Cities
(Towcester Masterplan 2010)
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Chapter 2 - Policy Framework
Northamptonshire Transportation Plan (2012)
The current local transport planning system was introduced in the late 1990’s, to provide a longerterm framework and more integrated approach to planning transport at the local level. This Town
Transport Strategy forms part of the Local Transport Plan for Northamptonshire published in April
2012 as the ‘Northamptonshire Transportation Plan’.
Transportation is not an end in itself. The movement of people and goods takes place not for its
own sake, but to fulfil the diverse needs and desires of the public. Therefore the County Council’s
transport policies are similarly promoted for their effect on other specific goals, priorities and
objectives, rather than as an end in themselves.
Northamptonshire Transportation Plan Vision:
For Transport and Travel to contribute towards making Northamptonshire a great place to live and
work, through creating tangible transport options to satisfy individual needs and to encourage
more sustainable travel. The transport system will provide fast and efficient movement of people
and goods, and will be accessible for all. Expanding networks and capacity of networks in
Northamptonshire will be fully integrated into new developments and regeneration areas to
support more sustainable communities.
Economic growth and prosperity is a top priority for Northamptonshire and connectivity has a vital
role to play in encouraging businesses to locate to the area, and getting people to work and
services such as education and health, as well as to leisure activities and for shopping. Improved
technology and local accessibility will reduce the need to travel, whilst supporting economic
growth, within a low carbon environment and Northamptonshire will become an exemplar for the
latest developments in information technology, fuel technology, and new forms of transport.
The county council will work in partnership with all stakeholders and the wider community to
deliver this transport vision and strategy.

The transportation plan is both aspirational and realistic at the same time. Current economic
climates mean that transport is certainly in a more austere time than in the last 15 to 20 years and
the Northamptonshire Transportation Plan reflects that but at the same time plans for future
growth.
The overall aim for this Transportation Plan is:
‘Northamptonshire Transportation - Fit for..... Purpose’
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The aim ‘fit for purpose’ means creating a network that delivers exactly what Northamptonshire
needs to be able to function plus what it needs to be able to grow, no more and no less.
This overarching aim can then be broken down into six objectives that have been chosen to guide
the Transportation Plan. These objectives have been drawn up to reflect the issues which have
been identified as locally important through consultation, while at the same time reflecting wider
national and local policy context. These objectives have been deliberately chosen to reflect the
main impacts that transport can have on the wider community, rather than being linked to
particular schemes or measures. They form the basis upon which the policies and programmes
contained in this Plan have been developed.
1. Fit for.......the Future – creating a transport system that supports and encourages growth and
plans for the future impacts of growth, whilst successfully providing benefits for the County.
2. Fit for.......the Community – through the transport system help to maintain and create safe,
successful, strong, cohesive and sustainable communities where people are actively involved in
shaping the places where they live.
3. Fit to.......Choose – ensuring that the people of Northamptonshire have the information and
the options available to them to be able to choose the best form of transport for each journey
that they make.
4. Fit for........Economic Growth – creating a transport system that supports economic growth,
regeneration and a thriving local economy and successfully provides for population and
business growth.
5. Fit for........the Environment – to deliver a transport system that minimises and wherever
possible reduces the effect of travel on the built, natural and historic environment.
6. Fit for........Best Value - being clear about our priorities for investment and focusing on value
for money by prioritising what we spend money on and how it can be beneficial for the county
as a whole and search for alternative sources of funding.

The Towcester Town Transport Strategy is one of a series of daughter document to the
Northamptonshire Transportation Plan (2012), and will contribute highways and transportation
solutions for Brackley towards the achievement of the overall objectives of the Northamptonshire
Transportation Plan (2012)

10

Towcester Town

Towcester Town Transport Strategy

Northamptonshire Arc
Northamptonshire Transportation Plan (2012)

Thematic Strategies

Daughter Documents

Freight
Parking
Bus
Rail
Walking
Cycling
Air Quality
Road Safety
Smart Travel Choices
Transport Management
Highways Improvement
Development Management

Town Strategies

Brackley
Corby
Daventry
East Northamptonshire
Kettering
Northampton
Towcester
Wellingborough

Figure 2: NTP daughter documents framework
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), adopted in 2012, replaces the current suite of
national Planning Policy Statements, Planning Policy Guidance notes and some circulars with a
single, streamlined document. It marks a shift towards promoting sustainable development and
prioritising economic growth and, through the Localism Bill, a return to local and neighbourhood
plans to empower local people to shape their surroundings.
It is hoped that the Towcester Town Strategy will be delivered alongside the implementation of
the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy to help to deliver modal-shift in
Northamptonshire and also have advantages in terms of equalities and quality of life, particularly
for those who do not have access to a car.
Other local policy relevant to transportation in Northamptonshire and Towcester are:

Northamptonshire ARC (2010/11)
Northamptonshire County Council has adopted the Northamptonshire Arc as its coherent spatial
strategy for expressing the priorities for delivering infrastructure necessary to achieve sustainable
economic and population growth within the county in a comprehensive and ambitious way.
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The Arc draws together all the existing adopted policies around three key thematic outcomes of;
Stronger and greener economy,
Leadership on climate change and bio-diversity,
Transformed connectivity.
The Arc will guide transformational change and inform responses to national agenda and local
ambitions and priorities.
The Arc includes a transportation strategy, including key Highways infrastructure improvements in
the A43 & A45 Arteries Package. This is an integrated package to cater for travel demand,
important infrastructure components of this package include:
The A43 Corby Link
The Northampton-Daventry Development
Link,
A45 junction improvements between
Wellingborough and the A14.

Improvements between Kettering and
Northampton,
A43 improvements around Towcester
(including an A5 Towcester Bypass)
Northampton - Investment in the A43 and
A45

Emerging West Northamptonshire (Pre submission) Joint Core Strategy 2011
The West Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit is developing the West Northamptonshire Joint
Core Strategy to give a long term vision for the whole of West Northamptonshire up to 2026. West
Northamptonshire is established as the areas covered by Daventry District Council, Northampton
Borough Council and South Northamptonshire Council.
Current urban and rural restrictions have led to West Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit
looking to Sustainable Urban Extensions which are areas that could accommodate the growth of
housing and employment opportunities on the edge of existing urban areas.
Objective 7 of the Pre-Submission Joint Core Strategy sets out the need for support of Towcester,
and Brackley Town Centres;
To support Towcester and Brackley in their rural service centre roles to ensure their
communities are self sufficient sustainable places and the towns are the focus of services and
facilities for surrounding villages.
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Towcester current role is perceived to be provision of local services and facilities for its local
population and the population of those in nearby villages, the Joint Core Strategy wants this to be
strengthened by the future development plans of the West Northamptonshire area.
Towcester Masterplan
The Towcester Masterplan established by South Northamptonshire Council lays the foundations
for renewal of Towcester and for ensuring the town maintains its high quality of life, retaining its
traditional ‘feel’ as a Market Town, whilst securing new growth and modern facilities.
Towcester has a successful town centre offering specialist shopping opportunities as well as access
to larger supermarkets. The town experiences inward and outward commuting for access to work,
Towcester offers jobs in leisure and tourism due to Towcester Racecourse and proximity to
Silverstone Circuit. The town also has opportunities in education and local government with
several schools and the district council offices within the town, there are also opportunities
provided by smaller industrial manufacturing and engineering businesses.
Opportunities identified in the Towcester Masterplan to address the negative impacts of its heavy
traffic flow include;
The Moat Lane project offering improved facilities for both new and existing residents. It will
become a mixed use extension to the town centre and includes retail and office space, a new
civic hub, residential and leisure development, with provision of car-parking and public open
space.
Economic development opportunities providing new local employment with potential for these
developments to fund development of infrastructure projects in Towcester.
Potential for tourism growth from expansion plans at Towcester Racecourse and Silverstone
Circuit.
Provision of an A5 relief road and the subsequent de-trunking of the A5 within Towcester Town
Centre.
Development of a Town Centre strategy to improve the physical environment and enhance Air
Quality.
Provision of better, more frequent public transport including evening services and services to
key rail stations at Northampton and Milton Keynes.
Provision of a bus interchange for accessing public transport services and information.
Expansion of walking and cycling routes between residential areas and the town centre.
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Chapter 3 - Aims and Objectives
Northamptonshire Transportation Plan: Aim
Northamptonshire Transportation – Fit For Purpose
The aim fit for purpose means creating a network that delivers exactly what Northamptonshire
needs to be able to function plus what it needs to be able to grow. The Town Transport Strategies
will help to achieve the 6 objectives set out in the Northamptonshire Transportation Plan as per
Table 1.
Fit for..... the
Future

Fit for.....
the
Community
We have
worked with
district and
borough
councils to
develop
strategies
that allow
towns to
grow into
strong,
cohesive
communities.

Fit to.....
Choose

Fit for.....
Economic
Growth
The strategies Ways of
consider the
tackling the
improvement congestion
s that are
that would
necessary to
potentially be
increase the
harmful to
attractivenes economic
s of
growth is
sustainable
considered in
transport
the plans,
modes and
which also
increase
set out the
accessibility
transport
of services.
improvement
s needed to
increase
access to
employment.

Fit for..... the
Environment

Fit for.....
Best Value

Town Transport Strategies

The town
The local
All transport
transport
environment improvement
strategies set
in each town s necessary in
out the
covered by a the towns
transport
strategy will
need to be
improvement
be improved implemented
s that are
if the impacts with our
required to
of traffic are
budget or be
support
reduced.
funded from
growth as set
other
out in the
sources.
Local
Development
Documents
with the Local
Development
Frameworks
for the area
that they
cover.
Table 1: How Town Strategies fit the objectives of the Northamptonshire Transportation Plan.
Towcester Town Strategy Aim:
Support the delivery of transport services and highways infrastructure improvements which
facilitate growth of residential and employment sites in Towcester.
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Chapter 4 - Local Transport and Highways Context
Towcester suffers from issues surrounding the level of public transport provision, periodic
congestion, heavy HGV use of the A5 and disruption from on street parking. The town sits on a
junction of key routes with the A5 running north-south through the centre of Towcester as
Watling Street, and the A43 running east-west skirting to the north-west of Towcester, providing
access to the M1 and M40.
As an historic market town, its streets are narrow and the dominant presence of HGVs on the
A5/Watling Street, limit the quality and safety of the town centre environment. Towcester suffers
from poor air quality caused by the volume and type of traffic. In September 2005, South
Northamptonshire Council declared the A5/Watling Street an Air Quality Management Area due to
it exceeding the annual objective for Nitrogen Oxide. Although compared to the M1 or A43, the A5
has relatively light traffic flow; the combination of a narrow road with high buildings on either side
restricts the dispersal of pollutants, and this is exacerbated by the fact that for much of the time
the traffic is slow moving.
Adding to the traffic levels of vehicles passing through Towcester are the locally generated trips
from residents of Towcester and those visiting Towcester’s amenities. Mode of travel data
collected in the 2001 Census indicate journeys to work from Towcester residents (see table 2) are
made predominantly by driving a car/van (73.9%) significantly higher than the national average
(60.8%), when considered with those who travel as a passengers in a cars or vans the total amount
of people using cars to access work in Towcester is 80.4% (nationally 67.6%).
Mode

Towcester
Brook/Mill
wards
Total
%
3
0.1%

East Midlands

Total
1,287

%
0.1%

England

Total
709,386

%
3.5%

Underground, metro, light rail or
tram
Train
70
1.6%
18,849
1.1%
950,023
4.7%
Bus, minibus or coach
88
2.0%
133,858
7.7% 1,685,361 8.3%
Taxi or minicab
10
0.2%
7,926
0.5%
116,503
0.6%
Driving a car or van
3,197 73.9% 1,157,931 66.7% 12,324,166 60.8%
Passenger in a car or van
283
6.5%
133,260
7.7% 1,370,685 6.8%
Motorcycle, scooter or moped
31
0.7%
20,018
1.2%
249,456
1.2%
Bicycle
78
1.8%
62,644
3.6%
634,588
3.1%
On foot
567
13.1%
201,247 11.6% 2,241,901 11.1%
Total
4,327 100.0% 1,737,020 100% 20,282,069 100%
Table 2: Journey to Work Mode Split (resident population) 2001 census data
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Towcester has many key amenities and is a local hub for satellite villages in the vicinity. It is
rational to consider that residents within a compact town such as Towcester could consider
sustainable transport options such as walking or cycling to access these amenities which are short
distance within the town. Table 3 indicates the distance from 3 peripheral locations within
Towcester to key amenities most of which are less than 1 mile.
Park View/A5

Northampton
Road/Herbert Gardens
1.5
1.1
0.9
0.9
1.3

Dove
Close/Springfield’s
0.9
1.2
0.8
1.4
0.8

1

0.8

1.1
0.9
1.6
1.1
1.3

0.7
0.8
1.1
0.8
1.7

Doctors
1
Dentist
0.8
Pharmacy
0.7
Opticians
0.7
School – Nearest
0.5
Primary
School – Nearest
1.3
Secondary
Library
0.6
Post Office
0.6
Leisure Centre
1.6
Shop – Co-op
0.4
Shop - Tesco
1.2
Table 3: Distance to Local facilities/Amenities (in miles)

As there is no hospital facilities in Towcester the nearest options are;
Northampton General Hospital with A&E department and Minor Injuries clinic
Danetre Hospital Daventry
Milton Keynes General Hospital with A&E department
Horton General Hospital, Banbury with A&E department

12 miles
12.5 miles
15 miles
23 miles

These journeys are most likely to be by car due to lack of direct public transport serving the sites,
and the nature of undertaking the journey. However local community transport providers may
also be able to assist residents of Towcester with these journeys. However commencing June
2012, a direct facility between Towcester and Danetre Hospital will be offered on-demand by
CountyConnect, the County’s demand-responsive bus service.
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4.1. Road Network
Towcester sits on a junction of key routes; the A5 running north-south and the A43 running eastwest. The A5 links to Milton Keynes in the south and the Midlands to the north. The A43 is a
principal transport route, linking to the M1 in the east and to the M40 to the west. Towcester’s
location consequently brings heavy traffic through its narrow streets and has a detrimental impact
on the environment.
The heavy flow of traffic of vehicles within and around Towcester, on the A5 and the A43, results
in congestion and delays at peak times. Key areas for delay are the Tove and Abthorpe
roundabouts to the west of Towcester.
The A5 and A43 are controlled by the Highways Agency as part of the strategic road network of
the UK. As part of the Northamptonshire Transportation Plan, the County Council and Highways
Agency are developing a joint strategy for the development of the A43 trunk road between the
M40 and the M1 and its continuation as the A45 between the M1 and A14.
Silverstone Circuit is situated 5.6miles down the A43 from
Towcester, as an all year international motor sporting attraction,
conference venue and driving experience centre it adds extra
pressures to the road network in and around Towcester. Most
significant disruption is experienced when the circuit hosts the
Formula 1 British Grand Prix, when traffic management systems
are implemented on the A43 and A5 to control traffic flow to and
from the circuit.
Towcester Racecourse is a significant traffic generator, hosting
19 National Hunt meetings a year. It is currently considered to
be underused and has potential for an intensification of the site
for recreation, conferencing, weddings and use as a major
tourism attraction for the district. Access to the racecourse is
directly off the A5 and the site has on site parking for access by
car. The current impact of the racecourse is intermittent with
races up to 4 weeks apart and usually between 12noon-5pm.
Richmond Road is a busy road providing access to supermarkets and providing a route between
the A5 Watling Street and Brackley Road avoiding the town centre. Although Richmond Road is a
two-way street the visibility is restricted by on street parking which also restricts the width of the
road meaning that at times only one car can pass causing bottlenecks.
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4.2. Walking & Cycling
In recent years there has been development of green links and corridors to improve walking and
cycling in Towcester, a significant proportion of which are situated within and linking to the
residential area to the west of Northampton Road theses include;
Silverstone Brook, linking Towcester Leisure Centre and the housing estates to the
southwest with the town centre.
The green link through Belle Baulk along the River Tove to the A5 junction with Old Tiffield
Road linking with the footpath system in the Northampton Road development.
As part of the renewal of the town centre, Northamptonshire County Council has widened
part of the adjacent pathway to form a cycle route along part of the brook.
Elsewhere in Towcester sections of off-carriageway cycle track are situated in the following
locations:
Brackley Road, at A43 roundabout
Silverstone Brook (eastern extent)
A5 (north of Towcester).
Between A5 and Brackley Road.
These cycle ways and walking links will need to be maintained to ensure they are desirable for
people to use while further widening of more of the paths would make the town centre more
accessible. These routes are in need of clearer signage to direct walkers and cyclists towards the
Town Centre.
There are however missing links and other identified schemes that are needed in Towcester to
create a well connected walking and cycling network that will encourage modal shift towards
walking and cycling. Future development in Towcester will need to be linked to existing links or
develop viable new links to extend the walking and cycling network.

4.3. Passenger Transport
Rail:
Towcester has no railway provision, Northampton and Milton Keynes provide the nearest rail
facilities although other sites within or around the county also provide options for residents of
Towcester (see table 4). Access to rail services tends to be by road or by connecting bus services.
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Station
(Distance from
Towcester )
Northampton
(11 miles)
Milton Keynes
(12 miles)
Long Buckby
(14 miles)
Bicester North
(22 miles)
Banbury
(23 miles)

Car Parking

Cycle
Storage

√
813 Pay &
Display
√
946 Pay &
Display
√
90 Free

√
Sheltered

√

√
720 Pay &
Display
Table 4: Local Rail Services

Bus and
Taxi
Links
√

Direct train links to:

London
Birmingham
Crewe
London, Birmingham
Crewe, Manchester
Glasgow, Chester
London
Birmingham

√
Sheltered

√

√
Sheltered

X

√
Partly
Sheltered
√
Partly
Sheltered

√

London
Birmingham

√

Oxford, Reading, Southampton
London, Birmingham, Manchester
Sheffield, York, Newcastle

Bus Services:
Given the very compact nature of the town, bus services within and around Towcester (see table
5) are principally inter urban connections to Northampton, Milton Keynes, and Bicester via
Brackley while Service 8 limited connections for onward travel to Oxford (see appendix 1).
The level of inter-urban service to Towcester has gradually improved, following support of hourly
services to Milton Keynes by the Council to the point that they are now commercial. However,
links to Brackley and Bicester beyond Silverstone are relatively slow and infrequent. Significant
parts of the town, especially around Springfields and Senna Drive, are well over 400m from regular
direct links to major destinations. This reinforces the very high level of car dependence.
Service
8
86
87
89

Destination
Northampton
Bicester (Via Brackley)
Northampton
Via Villages – Inc Rothersthorpe
Northampton
Via Villages – Inc Greens Norton
Northampton
Milton Keynes

Frequency
N: ½ hourly
B: Every 2 hours 4 times daily
5 times daily
5 times daily
Hourly
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Table 5: Local Bus Services serving Towcester
A better local service is seen as necessary within and around the surrounding area of Towcester as
identified in the Towcester Masterplan developed by South Northamptonshire Council. The
aspiration is to enable access to local villages and other towns such as Daventry and Banbury to
access hospitals, alternative education options, wider social and recreational facilities, as well as
direct services to railway stations.
Current scheduled services are provided between 7am and 7pm with the only evening provision
on Service 8 providing four journeys to Towcester from Northampton between 7pm -11.30pm and
two journeys from Towcester to Northampton within these times. There is a local aspiration for
additional evening services, but these would require significant ongoing revenue support from the
public purse.
CountyConnect:
CountyConnect was launched in September 2011 to provide services for the majority of the local
villages (see figure3) west of A5 surrounding Towcester to access Towcester’s amenities without
having to travel by private car. This service enables Towcester to become an interchange to enable
people to visit Towcester and to enable connections from the local villages to interurban services.
County Connect operates 7am-7pm Monday to Friday and 8am to 6pm on Saturday.
From 18th June 2012, the Daventry South County Connect service will be extended to Towcester,
offering direct links there from the town and villages north and north-west of Towcester. This
offers direct links to Danetre Hospital, Employment Areas, and Schools and the College. It also
offers a link to Woodford Halse for regular connections to Banbury.
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Figure3: Villages that are connected to Towcester by County Connect
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Bus Infrastructure, and Marketing and Publicity:
Towcester suffers from very limited roadside bus service infrastructure, especially in the town
centre. Watling Street bus stops near to the town hall, which can be used to access Northampton,
Milton Keynes and Bicester lack bus shelters and therefore fails to act as an interchange. Some
shelters are provided on Brackley Road, (but are not served by the main services) and near the
magistrates’ court on Watling Street, this stop is used by CountyConnect to connect with buses to
Northampton. Most bus stops are clearly marked with poles and flags, though recent extensions of
services to Springfield and Senna Drive suffer from the lack of clearly-marked stops.
Whilst there is no Real Time Passenger Information in Towcester, passengers can access local bus
time information using a text service on their mobile phone, or on internet enabled phones using
the mobile County Council website.
Details of the bus services can be accessed online at www.northamptonshire.gov.uk which is
available for public access at Libraries around the county. Towcester Library also holds information
on local bus services including County Connect services, the library can also provide information
about and the process for accessing concessionary bus passes for eligible Northamptonshire
residents.

4.4. Issues for Parking
Parking options within Towcester are limited to on street parking and some off street car parks,
(see table 6). Cars do park on residential streets around Towcester where there are no parking
restrictions, such as yellow lines, particularly Brackley Road however the width of this road means
that this does not cause too much disruption to traffic flow, although proximity to junctions of
parked vehicles can restrict some visibility.
Northamptonshire County Council is responsible for parking enforcement within South
Northamptonshire. However at present the district is only receiving 0.005% of Civil Enforcement
Officer Hours for the county. This is in part due to the Traffic Regulatory Orders and the signs and
lines within the town which need reviewing to enable enforcement, also the County Council is
unable to carry out enforcement on the A5 Watling Street as this is a Highways Agency road and as
a result it is outside of our remit to carry out works such as signing and road marking.
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Location
Northampton Road - along
road
Northampton Road – car park
Watling Street – near town hall
Watling Street - along road
(Richmond Road to
Northampton Road)
Richmond Road– along road
Richmond Road – car park
Watling Street West – along
road
Waitrose – Richmond Road
Co-op– Richmond Road

Number of
Spaces
12

Price

Restrictions

Free

None

36
30 private
23
3 disabled
8

Free

No lorries, No overnight parking

6

Free

85
3 disabled
24

Free

None

Free

None

>100

Free

Customer Parking –4 hours

72
6 Disabled

Free

Customer Parking – 2 hours
Private enforcement with fine.

Free
Free

Monday to Saturday
8am to 6pm
2 hours
No Return 1 hour

Table 6: Parking within Towcester.

25

Towcester Town Transport Strategy

(Blank Page)

26

Towcester Town

Towcester Town Transport Strategy

Chapter 5 - Future Pressures
Towcester has been identified for a potential Sustainable Urban Extension to the south of the
existing town (see figure 4) known as Towcester Vale, initially providing 1500 homes and 1500 jobs
with the potential to accommodate more homes and employment sites raising the total number of
dwellings to 3300 in total with a total of 3000 jobs.

Indicative alignment for a Southern Relief Road /A5 Bypass

Figure 4: Map of Towcester Sustainable Urban Extension location (adapted from Towcester
Masterplan 2010)
The town’s aspirations are set out in the Towcester Masterplan which is supported by
Northamptonshire County Council and would see the town centre being relieved from its current
heavy traffic pressure and poor air quality by provision of a bypass to the south of the proposed
new development site.
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The Air Quality Management Area of the A5/Watling Street in Towcester already exceeds the
annual objective for Nitrogen Oxide as such growth in Towcester needs to be sensitive to reducing
pollutants from traffic. Improving Air Quality will require a strong vision from those endorsing the
town to promote Modal Shift. Modal Shift will be encouraged by focused marketing informing
occupants of the area about the health issues related to poor air quality and how they can help.
Within the Air Quality Management Area highway schemes such as bus priority, cycleways and
public realm improvements should be considered. Any highway network schemes proposed within
these areas should not be implemented if they are shown have a worsening effect on the Air
Quality Management Area.
In order to better understand the requirements and constraints in accommodating the transport
that would result from any growth in residential or employment developments within Towcester,
the County Council, along with the West Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit and South
Northamptonshire Council commissioned White Young Green to undertake the Towcester
Transport Study (2010/11).
This study assessed the impact on the road network of differing levels of development in
Towcester and established the levels of proposed growth that would be too detrimental to the
town centre without remedial actions. Therefore the study assessed the level of development that
would require a Southern Relief Road/A5 Bypass to mitigate the additional traffic and reduce
impact on the rest of Towcester. The assessment also considered the impacts of surrounding areas
of planned growth such as Brackley and Silverstone, and the need for modal shift measures along
side infrastructure improvements.

Towcester Vale:
The forecast traffic flows along the A5, south of Towcester with development of Towcester Vale to
maximum 3,300 dwellings means the road is close to the maximum capacity of a single
carriageway road. The impact on the A5 will need to be monitored as the more details of the
developments emerge. The A5 north of Towcester should have ample reserve capacity with the
forecast traffic flows from the maximum level of development.
The dual carriageway A43 should be able to accommodate the forecast flows predicted in the
development scenarios, although delays are to be expected. However it should be recognised that,
given the existing peak hour congestion on the A43 in the vicinity of Towcester improvements are
needed to reduce the impact of growing traffic levels.
Junction improvements are proposed at the Tove and Abthorpe roundabouts by way of at-grade
solutions which offer sufficient capacity for increase traffic flows resulting from residential and
employment within and around Towcester (Appendix 2).
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Moat Lane Project:
The Moat Lane regeneration project will showcase the historic
heart of Towcester alongside modern new facilities. Centered
on the restored Bury Mount, the high quality development will
include a new civic building, community space, offices, homes
and shops. It is expected to deliver car parking spaces,
alongside improvements to the walking and cycling
infrastructure provided from residential areas within
Towcester.
Therefore whilst the redevelopment will encourage travel to Towcester it is hoped that
improvements to sustainable travel infrastructure within the town will enable residents of
Towcester not to use their car for journeys to the new development thus reducing the number of
residents using town centre parking.

Towcester Racecourse:
The Racecourse is expected to develop in the coming years with additional use as a horse racing
and conferencing venue with development of other leisure facilities. Plans submitted to South
Northamptonshire Council for the development of the site will include development of a
Greyhound Racing circuit, it’s hoped that the circuit could feature up to 18 races, every Saturday
of the year, with events beginning at 6pm and ending at 11.15pm. It is expected that about 1,000
spectators would attend each meeting
This development could lead to increasing traffic flow towards the venue along the A5. As plans
for the growth of the site are developed Northamptonshire County Council will ensure that a
transport assessment of the sites access/egress on the A5 is not going to be detrimental to the
network flow. This should be covered under standard development control procedures within
South Northamptonshire Council and Northamptonshire County Council in consultation with the
Highways Agency.
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Silverstone Circuit:
Silverstone Circuit has the potential for enabling economic growth within the area with plans
being developed for further expansion at the circuit via the ‘Silverstone Masterplan’. The
Masterplan establishes how the site to be developed to provide up to 8400 new jobs as the
development grows over the next 20 years with provision of:
Up to 3 new hotels.
A technology park providing offices plus research and development facilities as well as
storage and distribution warehousing.
A business park predominately offering storage and warehousing with some office and
general use buildings.
Education campus for University Technical College for 600 student s and staff including
student accommodation Opening September 2013.
Extension to facilities of the existing sporting venue, including hospitality, grandstands,
museum and display units as well as outdoor entertainment facilities.
The development at Silverstone Circuit will bring significant additional traffic to the road network
and this has the potential to add pressures to the local road network in and around Towcester
which will need to be mitigated within the development proposals. The development proposes a
flexible phased approach to transport provision and suitable highways mitigation. There will be
ongoing review of local routes (notably Whittlebury and Silverstone villages) and the impact on
the A43 corridor with the application of appropriate mitigation (including HGV routing) applied
with each phase of the development.
The Transport Assessment for the site has indentified that whilst car vehicle movement is
inevitable to and from the site, it should be mitigated by a coordinated, integrated sustainable
transport strategy for the site.
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Chapter 6 - Transport Challenges
The transport issues within Towcester already provide some challenges for the highways network
which will require improvements. However to enable growth of employment and residential sites
in the town there needs to be a deliberate approach to the planning and development control for
the development of the Towcester Vale Sustainable Urban Extension and any ‘in fill’ development.
There is a need for all sites to reduce or mitigate for their impact on the highway, such as
providing infrastructure improvements that generate modal shift, while challenging travel
behaviours through promotion of realistic alternatives. In order to do this there needs to be
assessment of where residents are travelling too (Northampton, Milton Keynes etc) and then
provide better service to those areas which mitigate the need/desire to travel by private car.
Recognising the need to create modal shift to enable growth has led to Northamptonshire County
Council setting out targets for modal shift in Northamptonshire, as Strategic Policy 2 within the
Northamptonshire Transportation Plan (2012).
Northamptonshire Transportation Plan (2012) Strategic Policy 2:
We will support the introduction of effective and attractive sustainable transport options that will
encourage lasting modal shift in Northamptonshire. We have set two targets for modal shift
based on 2001 census journey to work data to achieve by 2031.
A reduction of 5% in single occupancy car journeys to work from the existing built up areas
of town.
A reduction of 20% in single occupancy car journeys to work from new developments
This level of change can be achieved with cautious planning control and the application of
measures as identified in the ‘Smarter Travel Choices Strategy’ (2012) which aims to deliver modal
shift through the following outcomes for smarter travel in Northamptonshire:
To influence travel behaviour within Northamptonshire and facilitate the use of sustainable
modes of travel, via Travel Plans and Travel Centres.
To reduce the number of single car trips, by reducing the need to travel and where travel is
needed increase the amount of journeys made by walking, cycling, public transport and car
sharing, via careful and considered marketing.
To give better information about existing travel options and ensure marketing sustainable
travel options is more effective.
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To engage with specific groups, such as a workplaces or residential areas, to tackle issues
and find sustainable solutions, such as making improvements to the way services are
organized, providing new transport services, or seeking new options that reduce the need
to travel,
To use smarter travel initiatives to support and enhance the effectiveness of sustainable
transport improvements developed through the Northamptonshire Transportation Plan.
To deliver policies to inform planning that support implementation of aids to smarter travel
choices as part of development/redevelopment.
In order to achieve a 5% modal shift within Towcester (based on 2001 census travel figures – see
table 2), 160 journey to work trips will need to transfer away from single occupancy private car
use to more sustainable modes. To approximate what this translates to in terms of levels that
need to be achieved, the 5% modal shift has been apportioned pro-rata between sustainable
modes of transport. The resultant modal shares and corresponding volumes of trips are
summarised in table 7, which indicates that relatively small increases in sustainable mode trips will
be required to deliver the 5% modal shift target for the existing population.
Mode of Travel

% Journeys
From

% Journeys
To

Equivalent Trips

Total Increase in
Journey Movements

Train

1.6%

1.8%

10 trips

0.2%

Bus

2.0%

2.3%

12 trips

0.3%

Taxi

0.23%

0.26%

1 trip

0.03%

Car sharing

6.5%

7.5%

40 trips

1.0%

Motorcycle

0.7%

0.8%

4 trips

0.1%

Cycling

1.8%

2.1%

11 trips

0.3%

Walking

13.1%

15.0%

80 trips

1.9%

Table 7: Towcester trip volume by modal share with 5% modal shift
Table 7 is indicative that a little change can allow targets to be met however it must be considered
what options are most feasible for residents within Towcester. The bus is more likely to enable
mode shift, than rail, given there is no rail service within Towcester and you would have to drive to
the station. Given the minimal employment opportunities within Towcester itself that are within a
walkable distance, a growth in cycling or use of the bus, with suitable services, would offer a more
appropriate means of meeting mode-shift targets.
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Chapter 7 - Delivery Plan
The Towcester Masterplan aims for ‘Excellent connectivity’ by 2026, for transport this relates to
fast road connections to a range of other towns, cities, railway stations and airports, a relief road
to remove strategic traffic from the town centre, and a walk able town.
Highways improvements that are needed to support development in Towcester include
improvements to existing infrastructure as well as developing new links and improvements on the
road, walking and cycling networks, this needs to be done alongside the exploration of new
passenger transport options and the application of modal shift measures.

7.1. Road Network
A5 Bypass/Southern Relief Road
The development of the Towcester Vale Sustainable Urban Extension is expected to facilitate the
delivery of an A5 bypass funded by the developer. The bypass will link the A5 to the A43 skirting
the south of Towcester with the intention being to remove HGV traffic and a significant proportion
of through traffic from the town centre. This will enable the town centre to become less
congested, improving the safety of the town centre making it pedestrian and cyclist friendly and
improving local air quality.
In testing the effectiveness of a ‘bypass’ it was intended that the road would have no access points
within the route between the A5 south of Towcester and the A43 North of Towcester and would
be 60mph to provide a viable alternative to the A5 through Towcester.
Initial assessment work concluded that the provision of a link road with no supporting works
within Towcester, or on the A43, would not be an effective transport strategy option, as it could
be expected to result in increased demands on the A43 and the sensitive junctions at Tove and
Abthorpe. Any A5 bypass needs to be accompanied by appropriate levels of mitigation on key
junctions along the A43, with deterrents from using the existing A5 through Towcester and
introduction and promotion of mode shift measures to reduce locally generated vehicular traffic.
Deterrents from A5/Watling Street
There needs to be intervention to dissuade non-essential traffic from using the A5/Watling Street
through the centre of Towcester following the development of a Bypass/Southern Relief Road.
Traffic is sensitive to changes in the speeds of traffic on both the A5 and the A43, therefore the
introduction of measures to reduce traffic speed within the Town centre such as reduced traffic
speed (20mph restriction), alongside improved public realm which would discourage use of route
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by HGV’s and other road users. These would need to be implemented to coincide with the opening
of the link road.
A43 Junction Improvements
The Towcester Vale Sustainable Urban Extension will exert additional pressure on existing
junctions with the A43 which will be stretched beyond capacity. Therefore junction improvements
on the A43 to accommodate expected increases in traffic would ensure that the use of the new
link road, in combination with the A43, becomes the desirable route rather than travelling through
Towcester on the A5/Watling Street.
The Tove and Abthorpe roundabouts need to be re-designed, to at grade junctions to enable
better traffic flow when coupled with an A5 bypass with an at grade junction with the new bypass
and the A43 between the Abthorpe roundabout and the Whittlebury junction (see appendix 2).
The Highways Agency have been successful in securing £3.1 million of ‘Pinch Point’ funding from
the Government in October 2012 which will be used to address widening and signalisation of Tove
roundabout. Developer funding, from the development of the Silverstone Circuit, is intended to be
secured to enable delivery of improvements at the Abthorpe roundabout. The County Council will
support the Highways Agency in the introduction of Highways Infrastructure improvements on the
A5 and A43.
Local Road Network Improvements
Richmond Road could be made into a one way road from the A5 Watling Road to Brackley Road
linking in with the existing one way system at its top end with Queens Road and Pomfret Road.
This would provide safer access and egress from the car park on Richmond Road as well as
reducing bottlenecks on the road. Alterations to Richmond Road would be subject to further
investigation, consultation and funding availability. Investigation of this would require assessment
of the impact of making Richmond Road part of a one way system and which direction the traffic is
best to flow – this could include reversing the current section on Queens Road and Pomfret Road.
The Brackley Road, A5/Watling Street, Northampton Road junction will be a primary access for
the development at Moat Lane and as such will have signal improvements to aid traffic flow at
this junction.
Future development in the vicinity of Wood Burcote would require the alteration and
improvement of the Vernon Road junction with the A5 to aid access and egress from the
development site.
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Improved signage
Improved signage, both within the town centre, and from the A43 and A5 will provide clear
directional traffic movements between key opportunity sites and the town centre. The signage will
be assessed and reviewed to ensure it is compliant with national standards and directs traffic to
follow a preferred route.
Alongside directional signs the County Council will review and remove unnecessary signage to
improve the street scene, improve consistency, reduce clutter and enhance the view, whilst also
reducing maintenance cost and reduce costs of lighting signs and. To date (Summer 2012), 500
signs and 680 redundant posts have been removed in the county and there will be ongoing
reviews to reduce signage further with signs being recycled where appropriate to reduce costs.

7.2. Walking & Cycling
Towcester is a relatively flat and enclosed Town covering an area of 2.3miles2 therefore it has
potential with the correct infrastructure to enable journeys within the locality to be made by foot
or cycle, reducing the need for the use of the car to make local journeys.
Walking
The Northamptonshire Walking Strategy is necessary to co-ordinate the approach that the County
Council will take to walking, and to established the shared commitment of all the parties involved
in delivering walking improvements within the county. The strategy aims to create safe and wellmanaged routes to enable walking to be the first thought for journeys of 1 mile or less; however
this requires that connections are provided to the places people want to access including shops,
public transport, education as well as recreational facilities.
Encouraging more walking will require a combination of physical improvements to the walking
environment and promotional initiatives to foster behavioural change and this is reflected in the
outcomes of the Northamptonshire Walking Strategy which are too:
Provide pedestrians with safe, attractive and direct routes to local services, facilities and
workplaces,
Improve the environment for pedestrians in town centres,
Reduce pedestrian road casualties and make walkers feel safer and more secure,
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Improve accessibility to the transport system in order to promote a fairer, more inclusive
society while ensuring new developments, and all transport and highways schemes
adequately cater for pedestrians and mobility impaired people,
Publicise the benefits of walking, while improving opportunities for recreational walking
across the county.
In Towcester there will be exploration of how the links into the town which can be improved or
new ones created which will encourage walking. Walking route assessment will be promoted to
developers and community groups to enable them to assess the walkability of Towcester using the
‘Neighbourhood Walking Plan Tool kit’ (see Figure 5) identified in the Walking Strategy. This will
assess route for viability, need and where appropriate funding will be sought to implement these.
Utilising the tool kit it can be established if there is missing infrastructure and what is need to
improve it. This will allow consideration for improvements to safety and signage, and ways to
enhance the walking environment to encourage walking as development occurs in Towcester
there will be exploration of ways to deliver these links into the town through developer delivery or
funding.
Figure 5 (overleaf): Neighbourhood Walking Plan Tool kit
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The Neighbourhood Walking Plan Tool Kit
Identify which areas to concentrate on, via consultation with residents.
Undertake walking audits to, need to consider:
o Current guidance on acceptable walking distances to further determine study
area (i.e. distance from key attractor).
o Local Amenity Plan – where do people want to walk to?
o Walking times- to key amenities – 5, 10, 15, 20 minutes
o Pedestrian Accident Data – to identify any patterns/issues
o Assessment to include:
 Safety
 Infrastructure
 Signing
 Dropped kerbs
 Footways/footpaths
 Pedestrian Crossings
 Lighting
 Obstructions
Design and cost improvements identified;
Prioritise schemes; using three criteria
1. The distance of the scheme from the attractor;
2. The number of people that will benefit from the scheme; and
3. The difficultly of the alternative that is currently available.

Produce an implementation Plan;
Collect monies and implement schemes;
Produce promotional information to inform local residents of improvements.
Promotions to include personal safety on journey to work
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Cycling
The Northamptonshire Cycling Strategy has been developed to co-ordinate the County Council’s
approach that to Cycling across Northamptonshire. The strategy aims to ensure the cycle network
is “Fit for Purpose” and to promote cycling to enable more people to cycle. Therefore the County
Council will ensure key principles of cycle friendly highway planning and design are employed to
design new cycle networks that provides a safe attractive option for cyclist and encourages more
people to cycle. This will include delivery of quality off-road leisure routes, access to key
destinations, clear signing and cycle-friendly road and path maintenance policies and procedures
to maintain the cycle network.
The use of the car for journeys fewer than 5 miles has displaced people from cycling as the car has
become the first though for travelling. Cycling should be considered as the mode of choice for
journeys fewer than 5 miles, with the correct infrastructure cycling within Towcester would be a
real alternative to use of the car and would enable access across Towcester.
As a forerunner to the ‘Cycling Strategy for Northamptonshire’, the Towcester Cycling
Development Plan was developed by MGWSP in March 2010, this assessed the potential for
cycling solutions in Towcester and considered the need for high quality facilities for cyclists,
including secure cycle storage and other facilities at key destinations in order to make cycling
convenient, as well as attracting and retaining users. The development plan considered;
Existing on-carriageway
Traffic calming
Proposed on-carriageway

Existing off-carriageway
Bridleways
Proposed off-carriageway

For cycling to be an attractive alternative to the private car, cyclists need routes which are:
Coherent - linking significant trip origins and Safe - casualties must be minimised but also the
destinations and continuous, not coming to a perception of traffic danger must be reduced if
sudden end.
cycling is to be encouraged.
Attractive - lighting, personal safety, aesthetics Direct - detours and delays deter use especially
and noise are important.
by commuting cyclists.
Comfortable - well-maintained surfaces regularly swept and reasonable gradients are necessary.
Complicated manoeuvres at road crossings make routes much less convenient.
Appendix 3 Identifies the current cycling infrastructure in Towcester and the proposed location of
cycleway improvements within Towcester, the proposed network improvements are further
detailed in Appendix 4 is the aspirational cycle infrastructure requirements to provide an
attractive cycle network in and around Towcester.
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In order to prioritise the list of future schemes (see table 8 below) a framework assessment was
undertaken, based upon reviewing the 3 year accident data on the links, the number of nearby
education establishments within 200m, the number of healthcare sites within 200m and its overall
contribution to increasing accessibility to key trip attractors within Towcester. These schemes will
be brought forward when development and funding opportunities are presented which make
them viable.
Link Scheme Description
Code
F3
F9
F13
F1
F4
F12
F14
F16
F11
F5
F10
F8
F2

Total

A5
11.0
Springfields/Highfields/Burcote Road/Vernon Road
7.0
Brackley Road to Burcote Road
6.0
Islington Road Link
5.0
Green Lane/Brackley Road/Northampton Road
5.0
Buckingham Way/Swinneyford Road/St Lawrence Road/Sycamore Close/Poplar 5.0
Close
Park Street
4.0
A5 junction improvements
4.0
Silverstone Brook to Highlands
3.0
Tiffield Link
2.0
Marlow Road/Jenkinson Road
2.0
Wood Burcote to A43
1.0
A5 to Wood Burcote
0.0

Table 8: Prioritised (Future schemes) list of links/corridors Towcester Cycling Development Plan (MGWSP,
March 2010)

There is the potential for the cycling development plans to evolve over time, so the proposed
infrastructure improvements may change as priorities change.

7.3. Passenger Transport
Rail Services
The Northamptonshire Rail Strategy is being developed as a daughter document to the
Northamptonshire Transportation Plan (2012) and will set out the rail strategy for
Northamptonshire and although rail improvements do not directly affect Towcester,
Northamptonshire County Council will be seeking improvements throughout the rail network and
stations within and around Northamptonshire which could benefit residents of Towcester.
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Public Transport Bus
The Northamptonshire Bus Strategy sets out the aims and objectives for encouraging greater
uptake of public transport within Northamptonshire, through careful management of the
commercial and subsidised public transport network, exploring new ways of delivering transport
solutions with Demand Responsive Transport services and ensuring that the correct infrastructure
and marketing is in place to encourage people to use the bus.
Northamptonshire County Council will continue to engage with bus operators to secure the best
possible service provision. The strategy within South Northamptonshire focuses on combining
improved interurban services with the ‘County Connect’ Demand Responsive Transport offer in
deep rural areas, and parts of the market towns that cannot sustain effective and viable scheduled
bus operations. For Towcester this will mean that the towns role as a bus interchange needs to be
markedly strengthened, both for residents of local villages to access facilities in Towcester and to
link to interurban services to travel beyond Towcester.
The County Council will continue its partnership working to develop voluntary partnership
agreements and quality partnership schemes to deliver improvements to bus facilities and services
throughout Northamptonshire. The Council will work with commercial bus operators to identify
opportunities to introduce low-carbon vehicles into the local bus network. This will help
contribute to improvement of air quality around Northamptonshire and within Towcester
Bus Service improvements
A43/A5 interurban services: Stagecoach offers a commercial service half-hourly between
Northampton and Towcester, with one bus per hour continuing to Milton Keynes.
Northamptonshire County Council will continue to work with operators to secure inter-urban
service improvements between Towcester and Milton Keynes and Towcester and Northampton
where possible to meet clearly identified demands. In particular, more direct services especially at
peak times to both Northampton and Milton Keynes would be desirable.
Frequency improvements to Milton Keynes would be much more likely to sustain modal shift than
additional buses to Northampton. Developer contributions to improve the Milton Keynes service
will be pursued as a priority.
Links to Silverstone Circuit: Northamptonshire County Council will ensure that as part of the
development of Silverstone circuit developer funds are secured to enable access to the new
employment opportunities presented by the development. These will include ensuring bus
services are provided in the locality at times that will enable use of bus to access jobs.
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Local Network improvements: Whilst Towcester is relatively flat and enclosed it is recognised that
not everyone can or will want to walk or cycle to amenities within Towcester. Local connections
for bus services within Towcester need to be sought to improve accessibility especially as the town
extends further to the west and south. Development related bus service improvements will seek
to ensure reasonably frequent links are provided from the Towcester Vale Sustainable Urban
Extension and new commercial development sites in Towcester in order to reduce car use for
small in town journeys. CountyConnect is able to make additional limited provision, especially for
the elderly and infirm, to access facilities such as the out-of-town superstores.
Evening services: The County Council can no longer justify providing subsidy for evening services
given limited resources available. However there will be ongoing investigation of use of developer
Section 106 funding for developments within Towcester to extend evening and Sunday services, in
particular to Milton Keynes, where it can be demonstrated that this achieves a significant
development-related mitigation.
Demand Responsive Transport
To enable better rural access, the County Council has initiated the provision of demand responsive
services an innovative approach to transport where passengers are able to match lifts and book
services on-line and vehicles arrive at the time agreed. This was launched in Northamptonshire in
September 2011 with ‘County Connect’ services providing access to and from Towcester from local
villages enabling them to use the facilities of Towcester or enabling onwards travel via interurban
service to Northampton, Milton Keynes and Oxford (via change at Bicester)
The extension of the Daventry South Service in June 2012 into Towcester will provide further
demand responsive travel options for the people of Towcester and surrounding villages to the
north of Towcester, to employment and services in Daventry including Danetre Hospital and the
College.
Bus Infrastructure
Bus Stops & Bus Shelters: Bus Stops and shelters will continue to be assessed for accessibility with
developer funding being sought for upgrading facilities within the town. It is hoped to make
consistent provision for accessible bus stops within Towcester which will feature raised boarding
platforms, flags and poles and where space permits the provision of bus shelters.
Real Time Passenger Information: Real Time is considered to makes public transport easy and
simple to use and more attractive. The County Council will seek the provision of Real Time
infrastructure at bus stops which will include ‘live’ display boards, along side text-services and a
website which will allow users to make well-informed decisions about whether, when and how to
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travel. It is hoped that Real Time information can be provided at the key Watling Street
interchange.
Bus Interchanges: The two key components needed to turn a disparate collection of bus routes
into an integrated system are good interchange between routes and through integrated ticketing.
Towcester is envisaged as a bus interchange for access to faster interurban services, allowing
passengers from neighbouring villages to access interurban services. Towcester town centre stops
on Watling Street should act as the focus for most bus routes and high-quality interchange
facilities should be provided including bus shelters and Real Time passenger information, the
opportunity will also be taken to assess, with partner organisations, the potential to deliver public
toilet facilities as part of any new interchange facilities being considered.
Developer funding will be sought where appropriate for infrastructure improvements within
Towcester.
Publicity and Marketing
Bus information is widely available on the internet www.northamptonshire.gov.uk which is able to
be accessed via the public libraries – Within Towcester the public library on Richmond Road can
aid people to access up to date public transport information.
Promotion of the use of mobile services such as text services and mobile internet sites will be
important to raise awareness of finding up to date travel information and bus times.
Northamptonshire County Council will continue to work with partners including ‘traveline’ to
enable Interactive Journey Planning Service which will enable bus users to access local network
information, which enables users to identify options for end-to-end journeys and to select the
option that best meets their travel needs.

http://traveline.info/
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7.4. Parking
Parking in Towcester is currently a mix of on street parking and car parks, the development of
housing and employment sites within Towcester could see a rise in demand on parking provision.
Therefore the parking strategy within Towcester should support the vision for growth of the town
to enable parking provision but not at the expense of sustainable travel options.
The Moat Lane project is expected to deliver 139 parking spaces to include disable parking
provision and a realignment of the on-street Northampton Road which coupled with the existing
provision should provide adequate in town parking facilities for use by non Towcester residents.
Whilst promotion of improvements to the walking and cycling access from residential areas within
Towcester should reduce the number of residents using town centre parking.
The Highways Agency is progressing with a scheme to improve access to car parking on Watling
Street with a one way in/out system to help ease the congestion and air quality.
Decriminalised Parking Enforcement
Decriminalised parking enforcement was introduced into Northampton in 2001 and over the years
has expanded so it covers most of the County apart from Kettering who are currently not part of
the scheme.
The enforcement regime across the county covers the following key areas;
Control of non–residential on–street parking, by charges and maximum stay durations;
Control of the location, allocation, pricing and permitted durations of stay at off – street
public car parks;
Enhanced provision for specific user groups such as disabled people, and parents with
children;
Resident’s parking schemes in areas bordering town centres;
Liaison with private car park operators regarding the possible sharing of facilities.
The County Council will pursue full and effective enforcement of parking in partnership with
Borough and Districts Authorities where Civil Parking Enforcement is in operation.
Parking Information and Signage
Information on the town’s car parking provision, availability and time restrictions should be readily
and clearly available to visitors. With clear directional signage to car parking for motorists
indicating clearly both short and long term parking arrangements.

43

Towcester Town Transport Strategy

Northamptonshire ARC aims to introduce Parking Variable Message Signs (a parking guidance
system) which will be introduced to help direct people via enhanced message signs on key routes
to the nearest car park with available spaces. This will be integrated with a new on-line travel
information service which will provide information on congestion, journey times, car park spaces,
busies times and network incidents.
This is unlikely to be used within Towcester however may be placed, with the permission of the
Highways Agency, on the Trunk Road network around Towcester.

7.5. Modal Shift Measures
Results from the Towcester Transport Study (WYG 2011) demonstrated that the application of
measures to promote modal shift, in particular related to the development of an urban extension
to the south of Towcester, would not be sufficient to offset expected growth in traffic. This is
because of the background demands for travel along the A43 and A5 and traffic arising from the
new developments at Towcester, Silverstone and Brackley. However it was concluded that modal
shift could play a valuable role in reducing traffic levels and enabling the delivery of realistic and
proportional infrastructure improvements
Northamptonshire County Council strategy for travel planning and sustainable travel promotion
will enable people to make ‘Smarter Choices’ by improving information, opportunities and the
attractiveness of alternative modes of travel. The Northamptonshire Smarter Travel Choices
Strategy sets out how the County Council will help deliver smart choices.
Measures to enable Modal Shift that will be applied include;
Travel Plans - Required for all major developments as part of the planning process and
secured through Section 106 agreements.
Personalised travel planning – Awareness campaigns, information and marketing –
Supplying relevant and appropriate material to help people make smarter choices.
Car clubs and car sharing schemes – Working with local communities to encourage car
sharing, and investigating the potential to introduce a car club.
Travel Centres – To enable growth areas to achieve modal shift targets, as well as creating
community cohesion.
Towcester Vale Sustainable Urban Extension will have a Travel Plan to set out targets for modal
shift from the development to minimise its impact on the current road network. The Travel Plan
will encourage car sharing, use of Car Clubs and use of public transport across the development for
journeys to destinations outside of Towcester whilst promoting walking and cycling for journeys
within Towcester.
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Further developments within Towcester of residential, industrial and business zones will need to
address the modal shift targets set out as in the Northamptonshire Transportation Plan (2012).
Therefore Travel Plans will be required of the developments with the potential for developers to
provide a contribution towards use of a mobile Travel Centre operated by Northamptonshire
County Council to provide sites with the resources to achieve modal shift targets.
Road Safety Intervention & Safer Routes to School Programme:
Northamptonshire County Council will continue to seek to reduce road casualties by following best
practice in designing new infrastructure, while analysing traffic accident data to enable
consideration of necessary mitigation measures, where problems are identified. Measures will also
be identified to improve road safety, using the full mix of engineering solutions, education and
publicity.
Community involvement in road safety initiatives is an important factor in ensuring that
appropriate measures are identified.
Northamptonshire County council will continue to implement a program of Safer Routes to School
improvements as part of its wider Road Safety Strategy. This will include engineering solutions, as
well as education and publicity, working with key partners to deliver positive results.
Safer Routes to School measures can include 20mph zones, new pedestrian crossing, and provision
of guardrails.
To date 1 school in Towcester has already benefited from a scheme
The remaining 2 schools in Towcester in Brackley are included within the remaining
countywide programme.
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Chapter 8 - Delivery Programme
The need for the schemes identified within and around Towcester is primarily linked to the scale
of development of the residential and employment sites within Towcester. Therefore it is intended
that the schemes that are necessitated by development will be funded by developer’s funds.
Additional funding will be sought, where appropriate, from the Highways Agency (HA), South
Northamptonshire Council (SNC) and Northamptonshire County Council (NCC) to enable schemes
to be delivered.
Scheme/Project
A5 Bypass

Cost
Funder
c.£29.6m Developer

Timescale for delivery
Linked to development
2015-2017

A43 Junction improvements
- Tove
- Abthorpe

c.£9m

A5 Bypass/A43 signalised roundabout
- Including A43 widening

c.£11m

NCC
Developer
HA – via
Pinch Point
Funds
Developer

Deterrents from A5/Watling Street
- Traffic Calming
- Speed limit changes

TBA

Developer

Linked to development
2015-17

Modal shift measures
- Travel Centre
- Travel Information
Richmond Road
- Investigate one way system

TBA

Developer

Linked to development
2012 – onwards

TBA

NCC

Improved signage
- Declutter

TBA

NCC

Walking Route assessment and
improvements

TBA

Cycle Route improvements
routes, crossings, parking etc
Public Transport Bus
- Demand Responsive Transport

Developer
NCC
SNC
c.£2.12m Developer
NCC
Sustrans
TBA
NCC

Linked to development
2015-2017

Linked to development
2015-2017

Ongoing

2012-2026

2012-2026

Ongoing
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Public Transport Bus
- New routes/service improvements
- Towcester-Milton Keynes Upgrade
- Towcester-Silverstone-Brackley
hourly enhancement

TBC
c.£165K/
pa

NCC
Developer

Linked to development.

Public Transport Bus
- Infrastructure improvements,
including local bus interchange

TBA

Developer
NCC

Linked to development.

Public transport Bus
- Information & Marketing

TBA

NCC
Developer

Linked to development

Parking
- Enforcement

TBA

NCC

Table 9: Scheme Delivery Program
Costs are subject to change and those provided are as of June 2012 pricings therefore costs are
likely to be circa (c.) the price quote.
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Chapter 9 - Funding
The Northamptonshire Transportation Plan (2012) objective of ‘Fit for.....Best Value’ established
the need to be clear about investment, focusing on achieving value for money while seeking
alternative sources of funding. This means managing our budgets within the current challenging
financial and funding position, and planning for the future. Securing ‘Best Value’ will be key to
deciding which approach is taken to deliver the improvements.
Funding for Towcester Town transport schemes could come from a number of different sources:
The Integrated Transport Block (Northamptonshire Transportation Plan)
Central government grants.
Reductions to the Integrated Transport Block mean that there will be less funding available.
Therefore the County Council will seek opportunities for partnership working to secure funding
from the Local Enterprise Partnerships, Regional Growth Fund and the Local Sustainable Transport
Fund to take forward projects over the next few years, South Northamptonshire Council and
Northamptonshire County Council will be pro-active in securing these.
However we can not rely on traditional funding sources to provide the budgets for improving the
current infrastructure or to support development of initiatives. As such the County Council will
seek new and innovative sources of funding to deliver transport schemes such as;
Section 106 Agreement contributions from developers
Developer led Infrastructure delivery secured through Section 278 agreements
Development required infrastructure secured through planning conditions
Localism
Match funding from the public sector
New sources of grant funding from public bodies.
Community Infrastructure Levy
Partnership with commercial bus operators, including exploration of match funding.
It is expected that the majority of opportunity sites will be brought forward by private developers.
The Towcester Masterplan will guide developers to these opportunities and set individual
development sites within the context of the ambition for the whole town. South
Northamptonshire Council has adopted a Developer Contribution Supplementary Planning
Document which sets out the payments that developers will be expected to make on a case-bycase, site-by-site basis.
Northamptonshire County Council will work with South Northamptonshire Council and its partners
to identify the short, medium and long term priorities and establish which public and private
sector bodies who will be responsible for funding and implementation.
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Table 10 indicates sites for which contributions toward transport and highways infrastructure will
be made by developers. The table does not include infrastructure or schemes which are being
delivered under Section 278 agreements or as part of conditions placed on planning applications.
Site
Old Greens
Norton Road –
Aldi Stores

Amount
£60,000

£75,000
Old Tiffield Road –
Tesco Stores

£6,500

£260,000

£50,000

Moat Lane

£11,200
£140,000
£44,000

Use
Bus Service improvements and Bus
Infrastructure and Improvements
of Walking and Cycling links to the
site
A43/A5 junction Improvements

Delivered by
Northamptonshire County
Council

Footpath Improvement – for
improved signage of local
footpaths and cycle paths within
vicinity of the route
Public Transport Improvements –
including route diversion onto site
every two hours including
extension of evening (to 10.30pm)
and Sunday services.
Strategic Highways Contribution
towards A43 study between M1
and M40
Travel Plan information packs

Northamptonshire County
Council

Bus service improvements within
Towcester
Strategic Highways Contribution
towards A5 improvements

S278
Selection of footway, road and
agreement access works to the site and
vicinity
Land at Belle
S278
Bus Stop provision on Brackley
Baulk
agreement Road
S278
Pedestrian Crossing provision on
agreement Brackley Road
S278
Footway improvements from site
agreement to Watling Street
£71,000
Strategic Highways Contribution
Table 10: Current secured Section 106 Contributions for Towcester

Highways Agency

Northamptonshire County
Council

Highways Agency

Northamptonshire County
Council
Northamptonshire County
Council
Highways Agency
For South
Northamptonshire Council
Developer

Developer
Developer
Developer
Highways Agency
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With a series of independent funding sources, a coherent strategy is required to achieve the most
equitable and efficient use of limited resources. One example of delivering best value is by joining
smaller schemes together to gain economies of scale i.e. linking promotional activities and
materials reducing costs in terms of design and production of materials.
With an increased pressure on resources, a clear method for prioritisation of schemes to be
implemented is required. Prioritisation should be given to schemes to improve accident rates,
deliver accessibility to education, healthcare and employment locations as well as to growth areas
such as sustainable urban extensions.
The following general prioritisation for schemes may be useful in determining between schemes:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

New developments
Town centre
Intra-urban links
Inter-urban
Rural/Leisure

However availability of funding and other factors will mean that decisions on undertaking delivery
of schemes will be considered on a case by case basis.
Current investment uncertainty
The recession and government Spending Reviews have confirmed constraints to the funding
available for investment in new development from the public sector. The challenge of developing
infrastructure plans in the current economic and financial climate is that they may not be
deliverable due to:
Reductions in spending by central and local government.
Further economic downturn and uncertainty over house prices.
The appetite for developers to proceed in the economic climate.
Inability to secure investment in appropriate infrastructure to deliver key growth and
regeneration projects.
Delays in securing necessary planning consents.
Changing government policy leading to a change of focus for priorities.
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Devolution of Major Scheme Funding
For many years, local authorities have obtained funding for major highway and public transport
schemes (currently those costing over £5 million) through a process of bidding to central
government. As part of the Localism Agenda, the government is devolving that funding and the
associated decision-making to a more local level through the introduction of Local Transport
Bodies. The new Local Transport Bodies will consist of a partnership between Northamptonshire
County Council and Northamptonshire Enterprise Partnership and will be responsible for receiving
delegated Local Transport Major Scheme funding from the Department for Transport.
At the time of publication the levels of funding available for major schemes from April 2015 had
not been set by the Department for Transport.
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Appendix 1: Bus Routes in Towcester
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Appendix 2: Junction improvements of the Tove, Abthorpe and
new A43/A5 bypass roundabouts
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Appendix 3: Current and proposed location of cycleway
provision within Towcester
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Appendix 4: Future cycling schemes - Towcester Cycling
Development Plan March 2010
Ref
F1

Scheme
source
TMP

F2

TMP

F3

TMP/TCR

F4

TMP/TCR

F5

TMP/
Stakeholder
Consultation

F6

Stakeholder
Consultation
(SNC)

Description
Islington Road Link:
Combination of on/off
carriageway provision
A5 to Wood Burcote: Oncarriageway advisory route
providing an east to west
linkage between F3 and
proposals at F8/F13
A5: On-carriageway route
along length of A5, following
downgrading of the existing
A5 through the town centre
as a result of the South
Towcester development
Green Lane/Brackley
Road/Northampton Road:
Predominantly oncarriageway route with
section of off-carriageway
route at northern extent in
national speed limit area
Tiffield Link: Predominantly
off-carriageway route
following existing bridleway
to Tiffield Road. Improved
crossing facilities on the A43
would be required. Links to
residential area to the north
are also included.
A5 junction improvements:
Junction improvements
between Tesco’s at Old
Tiffield Road and Waitrose at
Richmond Road to improve
safety for cyclists

Approximate
cost estimate
£88,560

£16,320

Status/ Funding
Concept only. No funding
source identified. Potential
for Sustrans third funding.
Concept only. No funding
source identified.

£333,120

Concept only. No funding
source identified. Possible
Local Transport Plan
funding with potential for
Sustrans third funding.

£103,080

Concept only. No funding
source identified. Potential
for Sustrans third funding.

£443,760

Concept only. No funding
source identified.

£371,880

Concept only. Potential for
some funding via the Aldi
site at Old Greens Norton
Road
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F7

EJCS

F8

TMP

F9

TCR

F10

TMP

F11

TMP

F12

TMP/TCR/
Stakeholder
Consultation

F13

TMP

F14

TMP

F15

Towcester South Link(s):
Provision of links between
new development area and
existing areas of Towcester,
to link into existing cycling
infrastructure to provide
continuous routes
Wood Burcote to A43: Offcarriageway link along
existing bridleway route
Springfields/Highfields/
Burcote Road/Vernon Road:
On-carriageway route linking
with a number of other
proposed routes.
Marlow Road/Jenkinson
Road: On-carriageway link
using residential street
Silverstone Brook to
Highlands: Predominantly offcarriageway route following
local tracks
Buckingham
Way/Swinneyford Road/St
Lawrence Road/Sycamore
Close/Poplar Close/Keats
Drive: Predominantly oncarriageway route following
local residential streets
Brackley Road to Burcote
Road: On-carriageway route,
although potential exists for
provision of sections of offcarriageway route
Park Street: On-carriageway
link

Total cost estimate (Links)
MGWSP
Maintenance and
Improvement Strategy:
Develop an ongoing

£162,360

Concept only. Funding via
Towcester South
development proposals.

£272,160

Concept only. No funding
source identified.

£32,040

Concept only. No funding
source identified. Possible
Local Transport Plan
funding with potential for
Sustrans third funding.
Concept only. No funding
source identified. Potential
for Sustrans third funding.
Concept only. No funding
source identified. Potential
for Sustrans third funding.

£15,480

£248,760

£24,840

Concept only. No funding
source identified. Potential
for Sustrans third funding.

£26,160

Concept only. No funding
source identified. Potential
for Sustrans third funding.

£5,160

Concept only. No funding
source identified. Potential
for Sustrans third funding.
£1,981,320
Proposal only.
Funding likely to be via
Local Transport Plan funds.

£8,000
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F16

MGWSP

F17

NCC –
Stakeholder
Consultation
NCC –
Stakeholder
Consultation

F18

F19

NCC –
Stakeholder
Consultation

F20

NCC –
Stakeholder
Consultation
NCC –
Stakeholder
Consultation

F21

F22

NCC –
Stakeholder
Consultation

F23

NCC–
Stakeholder
Consultation
NCC

F24

maintenance and
improvement strategy for
existing Towcester cycle
routes
Cycle parking: Improve cycle
parking provision at
employment sites via
development of travel plans
and through the “Take a
Stand” scheme.
Cycle Parking: Improve cycle
parking at educational sites
Cycle Hubs: Improve cycle
parking in the town centre by
providing cycle parking hubs
at public transport
interchanges and at existing
car parks
Signing Strategy: Develop and
implement a coherent signage
strategy for existing and
proposed Towcester cycle
routes.
Cycle maps: Develop and
maintain high quality cycling
map for Towcester
Promotional activities:
Develop and implement a
promotion strategy to
highlight the facilities
available to would be cyclists
Personal Travel Planning:
Provide personalised travel
planning for residents,
employees and pupils in
Towcester
Cycle Training: Provision of
cycle training for cyclists at all
levels of competence
Monitoring Strategy: Develop

£58,400

Match funding by
employer and
Northamptonshire County
Council

£20,000

Proposal only.

£8,930

Proposal only. Joint
funding by developers and
LA

£4,465

Proposal only. Joint
funding by developers and
LA

£4,465

Proposal only. Joint
funding by developers and
LA
Proposal only. Joint
funding by developers and
LA

£4,465

£22,235

Proposal only. Joint
funding by developers and
LA

£1,786

Proposal only. Joint
funding by developers and
LA
Proposal only. Joint

£8,000
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Stakeholder
Consultation

and implement a monitoring
strategy with the aim of
identifying key cycling
corridors, where schemes
have worked and why and the
uptake of ‘soft’ measures
Total cost estimate (Strategy and cycle parking)

funding by developers and
LA

£140,746

Note: Future scheme costs do not include service diversion/protection or contingency. Costs have
been calculated using fixed unit rates and do not take into account site specific issues and
therefore should be reviewed before use in any form of bid or planning agreement. Costs include
for the provision of one cycle counter per route scheme.
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Towcester Town Transport Strategy
Fit for Purpose
For more information please contact
LTPConsultation@northamptonshire.gov.uk
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